THES

T

21 Church

@
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Street , Wi nc-hi80st er

Volume 56, Number 8

September, 2009

WELCOME HOME!

Thursday, September 10
Choir Rehearsals Begin, 7:30 pm

Saturday, September 12
For Youth: Back to School Rock Climbing, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Church School Cleanup and Open House, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon

Sunday, September 13
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Nursery Begins
HOMECOMING PICNIC, right after worship
Forum Begins, 7:30 to 9:00 pm
Mends Group, 7:30 pm
Tuesday, September 15
Touchstones Begins, 12:30 pm:

Race, the Power of lllusion; Cesponsored with the Multicultural Network

Saturday, September 19
Rite 13 Late Night, 5:00 pm

Sunday, September 20
Worship at 10:00 am
Church School Begins
J2A Begins, 9:00 am
Rite 13 Begins, 10:00 am
Eleventh Hour Adult Ed: Active Listening in the Family

Tuesday, September 22
Touchstones

Sunday, September 27
Worship at 10:00 am

SOME SEPTEMBER DOINGS
Music News
An enthusiastic invitation to join the
choir! See page 3.
The Youth Program
Back to School Rock Climbing is coming
up on September 12 for youth grades 7
through 12. Forum starts September 13,
and J2A and Rite 13 start the 20th See
page 8 for all the details.
Welcome, Summer Finndll
Our new Church School Coordinator,
Summer, is looking forward to meeting
everyone, starting at the Church School
Open House on the 12th. See page 6.
Yum
The Homecoming Picnic is coming up on
September 13, right after worship.
Come, bring a blanket and a side dish or
a dessert for the buffet and get ready to
catch up with everybody!
Adult Ed
There will be an Eleventh Hour pro-
gram on September 20th. The focus:
Active Listening in the Family
Touchstones

Touchstones begins on September 15
with a series on the topic oRace. More
details are on page 9.

The Capital Campaign Progresses
See the Capital Campaign Project Up-
date on pages 10 and 11
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First Congregational Church of

Winchester is a Christian Family

encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

PASSAGES
Weddings

Evander Scott French, Jr. was married
to Birgit Neumann on July 3, 2009.

Mark Waterbury was married
to Simone Francini on July 25, 2009.

Ryan Angell was married
to Nicole Hintlian on August 8, 2009.

Jedaiah Walsh was married
to Kimberley Cooper on August 21, 2009.

Baptism
Cassidy Cote Mackwell, daughter of
Christopher and Melissa Mackwell,
was baptized on August 8, 2009.
In Memoriam
Peter Van Aken died on June 23, 2009.
Annette Burnham died on July 22, 2009.
Sally Finn died on July 28, 2009.
Marie N. Capachietti,
mother of Jude Capachietti,
died on August 7, 2009.
Marjorie Montgomery,
mother of John Montgomery,

died on August 9, 2009.

We pray for the comfort and healing
of all their families and friends.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

The Congregation, Ministers to the World
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education
Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness
Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)
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Greet the rising sun on Wednesday
mornings with the Walking Group. Meet
at the church, ready to go at 6:00 a.m.
Conditions permitting, we walk during
all seasons. All are welcome! Dogs too.
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0 Ripley Chapel is open %
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who seek

a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if you
would like to be visited or
to receive other support
from the church. We share
your joys and concerns
and would like to help.
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in
person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

The Spire
Your input will help us to make
the Spire responsive to the needs
and interests of our church
community.

The deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the preceding month
(i.e., the deadline for the
November Spire is October 15).
Submissions may be made to the
Spire mailbox in the Church
office or via e-mail to
reddingmed@aol.com.

Church Office & Ministers
Telephone (7817299180) &
E-mail Contact Information:

Office Manager:
Sarah Marino
first.congregational@
verizon.net, ext 10

General Messages:

ext. 00
Skip
skip.waterbury@verizon.net
ext. 14
Judy jarnoldfccw(@verizon.net,
ext. 23
Summer Finnell @ gmail.com
ext.15
Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,
ext. 16
Jane jringfrank@comcast.net
Ken ken.orth@comecast.net

Brad brad@fcc-winchester.org
ext. 17

Gay gewill@aol.com
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From the Pastoral Team i
Dear Friends:

As a kid I had a love-hate relationship with September. I hated
leaving our summer place and my friends; especially because, to be or-
ganized enough for school, we always left on Labor Day 1 driving away
from cookouts and waterskiing. I bet I was an unbearable passenger on
the long trip from NH to NY.

But once I had resigned myself to going back to school, a certain
energy and excitement set in. I loved getting the new clothes and the
new school supplies. I remember gathering all my new pens, pencils,
notebooks and dividers around me on my bed. Carefully and intention-
ally I would prepare for the coming school year, neatly printing the name
of each subject on that little piece of folded white card stock to slip into
its colored plastic tab. | 6 d f i | | my pencil c
implements - sharpened and ready for action. I remember, too, the re-
solve that went along with this ritual. I pictured the neat and thorough
notes I would take with these pens; I imagined all the assignments I
would enter into my new assignment notebook and the timely and com-
plete manner in which I would do them. The whole year rolled out be-
fore me T a year where I would turn over that new leaf. Still to this day,
September elicits that response fromme. ( | f youdd | i k
the top of my desk feel free to drop by i soon, because by October it will
disappear.) There was and is something wonderful about the pristine
notebooks and the clean desk. It is a fresh start, a blank slate yet to be
sullied and smudged by my carelessness, my distraction, my preference
for friends above class work, my eagerness to get to the next thing. 1
loved that feeling and each year believed it would come true. Alas, it
never did. Knowing myself it was bound not to.

Remembering this annual urge for a fresh start makes me wonder
why I am not more eager for the new life that Christ offers me every day,
why | dondét turn to Him and
constantly. Is it because there are no bells and whistles i no pens and
pencils, no notebooks, nothing to buy? Is it because it just seems too
easy, too available? Am I more apt to honor things that seem a little less
accessible, a little more difficult to obtain? Bot h of t hos
sure. But what I really think is true for me (and maybe for you) is that
when I set up all my school supplies, or clean my desk and start a pristine,
new calendar i when I re-arrange my bureau drawers or clean my car
vowing to keep them that way,
in control T I define what I am aiming for and decide when I will do
it. My vow I solemn or casual i is between me and the condition of my
desk 1 if I break it T well, no one else knows and I always half knew I
woul dnodt k e 8 letiing God & hoth wh@aychitect and the
partner in a new beginning i well, this is both too real and too abstract at
the same time. And most importantly too out of my control, reminds me
of my dependence, my true identity as a creature of a creator, as a child
of God.

This is an ongoing theme of all the things that disrupt my rela-
tionship with God: I am constantly trying to be god myself T to define
and decide what God wants, rather than allow God to act in my life. So,
whil e | know | wonoét gi Vv &loveispeing
the top of my desk 7 I am going to try, this year, to use that as a visual
reminder that a truly blank slate always awaits me. I invite you to join
me in this.

With love for and from the ministry team,

Judy

Rev. Judith Arnold

First Congregational Church
Winchester, MA
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MUSIC NEWS!

Monk and poet, Thomas Merton [1915- 1968] tells us:
"Art is not an end in itself. It introduces the soul into a
higher spiritual order, which it expresses and in some
cases explains. Music and art and poetry attune the
soul to God because they induce a kind of contact
with the Creator."

It is hard to believe that the summer is draw-
ing to a close. Fall brings a kind of chaotic drive to-
ward organization, but at the same time T a wonderful
energy for the new year ahead. I am very excited to

a D&in Myl sévéhth Yedr bt tthe h@ch, Grd D ok fort

ward to another year of collaboration with the choir,
handbells, children, staff and congregation of this thriv-
ing community.

I would like to personally invite ANYONE
who is interested in joining the Senior Choir to give us
atry! The choir is a diverse group of people, character-
ized by cBnim@meft, | jdy, T4 @nd ®fe of music.
There is a place for everyone. If you have never sung
in a choir before (or
please feel free to contact me. I have only four require-
ments: come prepared to work very hard; come pre-
pared to laugh; come prepared to be challenged; come
prepared to sing and share in the Spirit. We also host
some tasty and fun social gatherings, a short choir re-
treat and celebrations!

We have many opportunities for children and

Ca@uRs ilike! durCheRid Gdir boppdRtiehifie® for Kt uth,

handbells, and more! We have a great deal of new mu-
sic in store for this year I from Bach to Britten.

Senior Choir Rehearsals begin on Thursday
e@ring, Sdpténdet M.2609, 7:30%.M. in the Music
Room. Please join us. If you have any suggestions,
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
me either by e-mail: jringfrank@comcast.net or by

leave a message for me at the church.

| canobt wai t to see
Jane Ring Frank

Minister of Music

From Adult Ed fi

The Adult Ed Committee will present an Elev-
enth Hour program on Sunday, September 20, on the

asi

dono

hol c

wibl®Hdne: (617§ 4810801, tRBnR1BbEr - yoNcBnWIso! € a f

you

h@bjedt df ‘Adtile Disenife T the Fangilp'0 | Ut i ons

The discussion will focus on how communica-
tions within families can become more effective if we
develop more active listening skills.

We hope to see you there!

Paul Rahmeier
For The Adult Ed Committee

September, 2009
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I Commission UPdates I

It takes many people with diverse
experience, skills and interests and a great
deal of commitment to support the
ministries and programs of our Church.

Officers
Moderator David Mortensen
Clerk Anne Hoenicke
Treasurer David Peretti
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli
Historian Bob Stone
Librarian Marjorie Moore
Bookkeeper Gay Williams
Spire Editor Mike Redding

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carter,
Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, Chris
Noble, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenicke, Walter
Ogier and Karen Roberts. The Diaconate
assists the pastoral team in the spiritual
care of the Church and provides active
administrative leadership.

Christian Education

Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair),
Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Martha
Tucker and Vicki Waterbury.
Children/Youth Gretchen Clarke (Chair),
Terry Marotta, Jodi Collins-Skinner and
Cindy Wankowicz .Library Committee
Marjorie Moore. The Education
Commission facilitates and oversees
religious education programs for people
of all ages in the Church through three
committees. The Adult Education
Committee, the Children/Youth Education
Committee and the Library Committee

Facilities & Personnel
Facilities: John Fiske (Chair), Marianne
Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, Rick

Forzese, Barry McArdle and Becky
Tellefsen. Personnel Lynne Rahmeier
(Chair), Elizabeth Cooper, Darlene
Heikkinen, Penny Sparrow and Alex
Rohall The Facilities & Personnel

Commission oversees all matters of
personnel policy and of the care and
control of t he

Financial Resources

Michael Bailey (Chair), Douglas Clarke,
David DuBard, Brian Koss, Rich
MacNeille, , Nick Troisi, Carl Turissini
and Dorothy Zahir.. FR oversees
programs to provide financial support of

Chuy

and donations to the church, and
arranges for

endowment and other funds.

Health Ministry Pam Budner and Karen
Martin (Chairs), Cathy Crabtree, Kris
Montgomery, Paul Puzzanghera, Sybil
Rchardson (Co-chair, Flowers), Bob
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite. TheHealth
Ministry Commission encourages
members to enhance their faith by living
the connection between wellness and
spirituality, both personally and in
ministry to others. Educational offerings
and healthy life style events are offered
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in
mind.

Leadership Development

John Mutterperl.. This Commission
plans and implements programs to
enhance the leadership skills of persons
active in the church, and seeks to match
peopl ebs skills
various needs of the Church organization.

Membership Life & Development

Jan Koss and Susan Leathers (Co-
Chairs), Lisa Der, Fred Greene, Peter
Rosenberger. Alice Senko and Vicki
Waterbury. The Membership Life and
Development Commission  develops
programs to increase Church
membership and to strengthen the life
of the Church.

Outreach

Robin Delurey (Chair), John Crabtree,
Leigh Kelliher, Diane Lord, Kate
Puzzanghera and Louise Ritenhouse. The
Outreach Commission promotes
opportunities for outreach ministries and
giving by all persons associated with the
Church and oversees the outreach
programs and mission giving of the
church.

Email

r

1 1
1 1
I . . . I
I Using email is a good way to make |
I quick. and efficient distribution of |
: ?ntt(])rr%a%on %eéargdigggmreegil}/gs' and :
; other relevant aspects of church life.
1 If you would like to share your email
I address with the church, please 1
I contact the office at !
: first.congregational@verizon.net or :
1 leave a note in the church office. I
[ ol
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méortyour feflectiom Chur c
Recommended lectionary readings
for

SEPTEMBER
September 6:
Prov 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Ps 125 or Isa
35:4-7a; Ps 146
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

September 13:
Prov 1:20-33; Ps 19; Isa 50:4-91a; Ps
116:1-9; James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

September 20:
Prov 31:10-31; Ps 1 or
Wis. Of Sol. 1:16-2:1, 12-22 or
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 54;
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a;
d Matki980G-¥F s t

September 27: \ )‘ \
Est 7:1-6, 910; 9:20 \
22;Ps 19:7-14; James
5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 N

All Boards and
Commissions
From: The Church Office
Re: Publications and
Mailings

To:

In order to efficiently process materi-
als submitted to the church office, we
request your attention to the following
important deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am
The Spire the 15th, monthly

Inserts three days before

mailing or publication

Please submit to the office your request

for mailings of 50 or more on
Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.
This will leave Thursdays and Fridays
free for bulletin production.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Church Office Hours
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
Monday through Friday

September, 2009
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Our Churchos

Reach Ou

Outreach
give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need. Each month, the Outreach

Mi ' thesnembeys ofiow chunch df&ll ages -svi®

Commission reports on current service opportunities for you and your family.

Advocacy for the Homeless
By Bill McCarter

For the past four years
representative to the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless.
My task consisted of attending an annual Legislative Action
Day seminar at the State House in February, meeting with our
legislators or their assistants to describe MCH budget priorities
and occasional follow-up contacts with our legislators to urge
certain budget requests or legislative changes.

This year, due to sharply declining revenues, it be-
came very apparent that major budget cuts would be required
across the board. The State cannot print money or borrow vast
amounts like the federal government. The network of state
programs designed to prevent homelessness or assist the home-
less became subject to serious budgetary scrutiny like all other
state programs. An urgent call from MCH went out to all vol-
unteer advocates, and in turn I began to contact people on my e
-mail list, particularly those in our Church, to call their legisla-
tors to seek first a Senate version as acceptable as the House
version of FY610 budget it
urging the joint Senate and House committee to present a fa-
vorable joint bill to the Governor; and finally urging the over-
ride of the Governoros vet
the restrictive eligibility requirements and to preserve the 60
day notice to the legislature of eligibility changes which the
Governor vetoed. Fortunately the legislature overrode this veto
and added $1 million each to the Residential Assistance for
Families in Transition Program (RAFT) and the operating
budget for public housing. The Governor voluntarily added
$2.3 million to the Mass. Rental Voucher Program that the
Senate had severely cut.

I apologize for filling up the e-mail boxes of many of
you this summer with frequent pleas for phone calls to your
legislators and thank all of you for your patience and particu-
larly those who responded with phone calls. Advocacy is a
numbers game; the more, the merrier. Hopefully the latest ac-
tions will stick and no more phone calls and arm twisting will
be necessary for FY610.
only leads to considerable cost escalation down the road, not
only with increased shelters, but also with increased medical
costs, increased educational costs and many other expenses that
could be avoided with adequately funded programs.

LITTLE RED WAGON DONATIONS
NEEDED MORE THAN EVER

Area food pantries need donations of food more
than ever. Please include the Little Red Wagon and its re-
cipients' needs in your shopping planning whenever you
can. A list of suggested food items for the food pantries is
on the back page of the Spire.

The Little Red Wagon is situated in the reception
area right outside the choir room and across from the
church office. In these difficult economic times, your par-
ticipation will really help. Thank you.

i

School Supplies for the Homeless
| 'hheMassachgsetts Goditgon far she Hpmetess, @ticly i

a principal beneficiary of our Outreach program, is sponsoring a

Back to School Project Drive collecting school supplies and back

packs for school aged children who are homeless. Due to eco-
nomic conditions and tightening of state budgets for all programs
including homeless safety nets, the need for assistance to the kids

is much greater this year with 863 families being sheltered in

motels/hotels out of approximately 3000 homeless families. You
should be hearing more from the Outreach Commission, and the
Church School may help out as they have done so successfully on
past projects to assist New Orleans flood victims. There follows

a list of suggested school supplies which is merely a sample of

items collected by MCH in the past. Please direct any questions
to Judy Arnold and/or Bill McCarter, whmccarter@comcast.net;
(781) 729-3892.

SUGGESTED LIST OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES
ms dealing with the homel

e s

(o]

M

Back pack Pencil case to fit into a binder
Glue sticks Folders to fit tnto binders

%eﬁs'(blue, lﬁ'af:kfan(a Iredt) S Wein{ePdividetsS © Ma de
Scissors Loose-leaf notebook paper
Composition notebook Pocket folders
Ballpoint pens Computer printer paper
No. 2 pencils Calculator
Post-its Drawing paper
Colored pencils Construction paper
Pencil sharpener Ruler
Large pink eraser School box
Box of crayons Scotch tape
Watercolor paints Stapler
Bottle of white glue Kleenex
Highlighters Small bottle of hand sanitizer
Notebooks Calendar
Several 3-ring binders Small assignment notebook
L QFr cCu-t backs of t hese pr d

The Dwelling Place

a Ministry of Food and Fellowship.

The Dwelling Place is a collaboration of area churches that
prepares and serves meals for individuals and families in need.
Through this twenty-year old partnership, meals are provided on
several nights each week at the Woburn Methodist Church. Our
FCC is responsible for the meal on the third Saturday of each
month. Volunteering at the Dwelling Place is fun, easy, and very
rewarding. It's a great opportunity to meet other FCC families
and help people who need assistance. Typically, three church
individuals and/or families will divide up the preparation of the
meal, bring it to the church at 5:15 p.m., and then serve it to-
gether, finishing at about 6:30 p.m. We will provide you well
ahead of time with all the information that you need (including
recipes). Sign up on the board in the Church lobby, or contact
Sarah Gallop (seg@mit.edu or 781-729-2821) or Karen Roberts
(kerob@comcast.net or 781-729-0518).

September, 2009
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT

As September opens before us, we are aware of the fragrances of fall beginning to be released. What is your favorite fra-
grance of fall? Is it the scent of a pinewood, a roaring campfire, or a crisp mountain breeze? Is it the smell of freshly brewed coffee,
a cup of mint tea, a mug of steaming hot chocolate? Is it the aroma of a freshly baked apple pie full of just picked New England ap-
ples, the fragrance of cinnamon rolls just out of the oven, a cup of hot cider?

Bernard of Clairvaux said: AHe gave sight to the bli
would not run spontaneously and eagerly after the one who sets us free from error and overlooks our blundering? What excuse can
anyone have for not running (after) the fragrance of Chri s

In our AConversations on the Journeyo for September,
Point for our lives. 0 I n Paul 6s epistl es, Chr i s theGospelof al | «
John, we read that Jesus gives wus fithe power to becolime ch

fragrance of Christ draws us toward him in awe, in anticipation, in love, in gratitude. It is a healing fragrance, reminding us that we
are known, we are accepted, we are loved. Christ offers himself to us a friend, as advocate, as one who challenges us to speak truth
to power, as our defender, as one who forgives and reconciles, as compassion itself, as healer of our bodies, minds, and spirits.

Has the fragrance of Christ reached you? You may have heard his name, know something of his story, but have you experi-
enced the delicious sweetness of him, inviting us to healing and joy? You are the beloved child of God, in whom God delights!
Each and every one of you. Each and every one of us: beloved of God, child of God, in whom God delights in our very creation.

Being a child of God centers us and lets us know who we are and whose we are. We no longer need desperately to try to
establish our worthiness, our place in the family of things. It is a gift of God. We no longer need to scurry about, making sure we
are doing the right things to be acceptable to God. Our doing grows out of our very being as children of God, doing the things that
make for peace, i mitating Godds |l ove for wus in Chrilkto to
share ourselves and who we are with others in love, as Christ shared himself with us. We are thus centered in this community to be
one body, members of one another, beloved of God and sharing this love one unto another. May we be inspired to such love! Amen.

--Rev. Dr. Ken Orth,
Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate

-

Churc
School

Welcome Back to Church School! Please note the following dates:

SCh@dUle Saturday, September 12, 942 a.m.: Church School Open House
I f youdre a parent, please stop by
tions you might have about our program, and meet new Church School Coordinator Summer Finnell. .
I f youdre a teacher, please stop by

gather materials, decorate your bulletin board, or do some planning with your teaching team. (If you
canodot be t"hcentaceSunmmr totartareze adother time.)

Sunday, September 13: HOMECOMING Sunday and PICNIC. Nursery Opens.

Sunday, September 20: ThirdGraders Receive Bibles in Worship.
CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS.
3-year-olds, PreKindergarten, and Kindergarten classes will go directly to their classrooms from worship.
Parents are invited to attend the class and stay as long as necessary to help their child feel comfortable
and at home. At the end of class, children are dismissed only into the care of a parent or older sibling.
Grades 1-6  wi | | gat her together i n the Tucker Room
classes will meet together in their own rooms.

|l f you have any questions regarding this ye.
at summer@fcc-winchester.org or 781-729-9180 ext. 15.
See you in Church School!

September, 2009 Page 6
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Sundays
Journey to

Adulthood
9:00-10:00 am.

Rite 13
10:00-11:00 am.

Forum
9th-12th Grades
7:3019:00 pm

>
C x
R
I

YOUTH GRADES
AND ACTIVITIES :
Forum 1 high school
Ski trip T 7th and up
Rite 137 7th and 8th
J2A0 9th and 10th
Mission Trip T high school
Youth Sunday Overnighti
7th and up

(juryos syl

MEET OUR NEW
CHURCH SCHOOL
COORDINATOR

Some of you may have already
met Summer Finnell, our new part-time
Church School Coordinator, at worship. If
not, either come to the Church School
Open House on September 12 or look for
her at worship or coffee hour.

Summer is a graduate of Harvard
College, and is newly graduated from Har-
vard Divinity School. She feels a strong
call to Christian education and formation,
and looks forward to working with Skip,
Judy, the Youth Christian Education Com-
mission, teachers, and families, to make
the church school experience at FCC Win-
chester as positive as it can be.

Summer 6s posit
porary one; while working with us and a
couple of other part time jobs, she is also
seeking a full time call to ordained minis-
try. Our agreement with her allows for her,
at the very least, to work the bulk of the
upcoming church year.

In addition to her relevant back-
ground and experience, Summer is a
woman of exceptional warmth and great
enthusiasm. We are excited about working
with her.

BACK TO SCHOOL YOUTH OUTING

On Saturday, September 12", church youth from 7™ grade through 12" grade
are invited to spend the morning rock climbing at MetroRock in Everett. We will
keep the theme going by having lunch at the Hard Rock Café. We will gather at the
church at 9:15 and return here around 2:00 in the afternoon. The cost, that includes
transportation, climbing gear, two hours climbing and instruction, lunch and parking,
is $45. Scholarship money is available. Check your snail-mail. PRIOR SIGN-UP

REQUIRED!
NEW HOME FOR RITE 13

The Rite 13 class (seventh and eighth grades) has a new home. You guys
will be on the third floor (think how much noise you can make up there without dis-
turbing anyone). Members of the Facilities Commission have taken down the wall
between two rooms, forming one big one. It is the room right at the top of the stairs
nearest the sanctuary. Our kick off event will be a painting party i making the room
yours. Look for details arriving soon.

REGULAR YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND CLASSES

Forum i high school youth i begin meeting Sunday, September 13™. 7:30 7 9:00 Fo-
rum Room.

J2AT 9™ and 10™ grades i classes begin September 20", 9:00-10:00 a.m. Stone Room
Rite 137 7™ and 8™ grades i classes begin September 20", 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
New Third Floor Classroom.

J2A PILGRIMAGE TRIP DETAILS
The four years of the Journey to Adulthood Program T Rite 13 and J2A 7

Oculljm{nate 1(1)1 a npilgrgnage. One of the goals of a pilgrimage is to walk in the
steps of others of faith that have gone before us; thus helping us to get a fuller

understanding of what a decision to unite with the church means. We will fo-

cus on the United Church of Chris
desire for our lives to reflect this exchange with Christ from Matthew 25,
iLord, when was it that we s

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw

you sick or in prison and vi
answer them, ATruly | tell yo
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to

me . 0

We will be looking at ways that our ancestors responded to their faith,
specifically regarding slavery and abolition. We plan to look at slavery T from
beginning to end, encompassing the = Amistad (a slave ship), slave markets,
the plantations that thrived from slave labor, and the activity of those
who sought to undo this injustice. This will involve visiting sites in Boston,
New Haven and Charleston, S.C.

Since this is our first Pilgrimage, we are using Wonder Voyage, a profes-
sional agency, to help in our planning and the logistics of our trip. Members

|0 N o fe§IA Rlassiwiil be"i‘ecei(/ir?g fails soon.

ABC BOTTLE DRIVE COMING UP
The Winchester ABC Program will hold its next Bottle Drive on Saturday,
September 12, 2009, from 8 AM to 3 PM in the parking lot behind the Sons
of Italy Hall at the entrance to the transfer station. Your returnable bottles
and cans would be appreciated.

As always, volunteers are needed the day of the drive to help sort the bot-
tles and cans. If you have an hour or two and can help, please know that you
are welcome. For more information, please call Brian Sergenian at
781-721-0242.

t 6s

aw vy

site
u, |j
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Health & Wellness Ministry

Race The Power of an lllusion
An opportunity to think differently about your yourself, your neighbor, your world ... This fall, TOUCHSTONES examines RACE.
Sandy Thompson, founder of the Winchester Multicultural Network, will be our guide Tuesdays, 12:308 2:00, in the Palmer Room

September 15 The Di fference Between Us. 0 I ntro to glenet
September22i The Story We Tell .o Roots of 19th century hist
September29i The House We Live I n.d So how do we change? Ca

What don't we know about race? What can genetics teach us? The facts in this DVD series turned some of my ideas upside
down. That's uncomfortable. One of the speakers in the series discusses how racism is a belief system we are born into. It's some-
thing we've all inherited. He asks us to be uncomfortable with the present arrangement, to be willing to demand more of ourselves
and our country. AiBe willing to make the invisi bTh&moviv|i
has a factual approach to offset emotions and myth and asks us to consider theories based on biological knowledge. It gives us the
language to think and speak differentlyd without color.

Our Fall series is not only about our country and its justification of racial inequality. It's also about personal justifications
and illusions that form our personal outlook. After we ponder the issues of what is an illusion and what's real regarding race, we'll
move into considering how we might look at the world and our personal faith differently. What is true? If we strive to see things
that feel uncomfortable at first, how might the world look different to us? How might it be different? Compassion, Restorative Jus-
tice and Reconciliation speakers will take center stage during our October Series.

In November and December, we'll look at models of churches and faith development theory. Finally, we'll consider our
own personal faith stories, journeys and uncomfortable areas. What is your story? What is true? Who gets to decide?

Touchstones in entering its ninth year. We've traveled a long way together, with many different faces. Some join us via our
electronic email circle, others are present on Tuesdays. Women come when they are able. One thing we are certain of is that we
always welcome fellow travelers who are asking questions and are questioning. We believe that each of us is never fully formed.
We have the potential to discover what is true by learning together and by creating spaces where we can access our divine, mysteri-
ous, sacred self.

What is true for you? What is invisible in your story that could be more visible? Join us, it's always comforting to have a
traveling companion.

Wishing you clear skies and great visibility,

Debbie Johnston and Kathleen Zagata

(2]
p—

(Email the_johnstons@comcast.net to join the electronic circle, or call 781-729-9180 x 16 for more info)
Touchstones is a women's weekly forum focused on faith, health and wholeness.

RUTH GROUP

Ruth Group will have its first meeting of the fall at 7:30 PM on Sunday, September 27th, at the home of
Maryann McCall-Taylor, 8 Sanborn St., Winchester. Our book is Song Yet Sung, by James McBride.

I f youdbve never come to a meeting, or havenodt c
the flow! Newcomers are always welcome. Our full book list and meeting schedule are available in the down-
stairs church | obby; also, our meeting | ocation is
the Sunday before the meeting.

Typically we meet in someoneds home, al ways on
Here is our beginning schedule:

September 27: Song Yet Sung / James McBride
October 25: The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court / Jeffrey Toobin
November 29: Olive Kitteridge / Elizabeth Strout

December 13: The Power of Forgiveness, a movie directed by Martin Doblmeier,
and optional fAoish@naca, byiKeybill, Ndtoaml WWeaver-Zercher.
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LET OUR LIGHT

WITH SUMMER WINDING DOWN, WE ARE

» STARTING TO SEE EVIDENCE OF OUR

LIGHT beginning to shine. If you have been past

the church in the last couple of months you will

have seen ample evidence of some concrete results

of our inspiring Capital Campaign. The building is

~ starting to get its much needed face-lift. Actually,

~ | the surgery is a little more major than that in some
' areas!

I will leave the details of the work to John
o Fiske (see accompanying article) who has been the
i central person in the construction process. He has
spent a great deal of time this summer in meetings
with architects, project managers, sub-contractors and the members of the church who are
working with him on this project. There have been many decisions to make and he has worked
hard to involve as many people as possible. He is frequently to be seen around the church with
his personalized hard-hat!

You will see that our first priority this summer has been the work on the envelope of the build-
ing. This seemed to be the prudent approach. We have tried to plan the work so as to minimize disrup-
tion to church activities in the fall and to minimize disruption to the nursery school, especially in their
outside play area. All decisions have been made with the perceived priorities of the congregation very
much in mind and attempting to practice wise long- term stewardship of our building and resources.

It is inspiring to see the work going ahead and to know that it is made possible through the
gifts of so many people. The gifts of our congregation have been multiplied by gifts of time from our
architects, Menders, Torrey and Spencer; and from our contractor, John Moriarty and Associates.

As of this writing, we have received more than $1.2million towards our goal of $1.4million for
this phase of our Capital Campaign. New pledges and gifts keep trickling in and each one of these is a
valuable piece of what we see materializing in our building. We encourage anyone who is able to help
us push our way to the finish-line!

Matthew 5:16 says dALet your | ight shi

n
and give glory to your Father who is in he

Penny Sparrow
for the Capital Campaign Planning Committee

LET OUR LIGHT SHINE!
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Capital Campaign Project Update

THANKS TO THE MANY EARLY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CAMPAIGN, WE HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO BEGIN SOME OF THE HIGHEST PRIORITY PROJECTS: THE ROOF REPAIRS,
the carpentry and painting of the steeple and front entrances, stained glass repair, and the restrooms at
the Chidley Hall level. The work has been managed by Eric Harstad of John Moriarty Associates with
guidance from our architects, Menders, Torrey, and Spencer. A church team of Tom Kahl, David Per-
etti, Penny Sparrow, Paul Rahmeier, Marianne Carter, and John Fiske has been closely involved in the
many decisions and contracts. David and Tom were added to this team in July after the very painful loss of
Peter Van Aken. Our sexton, Bradley Ross, has provided invaluable detailed knowledge of our structures, utili-
ties, and maintenance history.

The first project to get started was the carpentry and painting of the front (East) facade of the church,
including the front and side entrances. The old paint on the tower and around the clocks was extensively scraped
and numerous pieces of wood repaired. As with any building that has been exposed to the weather for over 150
years, close inspection revealed some pretty serious problems which we have been diligent in repairing. The
front entrance and the North and South porticos have been stripped of lead paint and taken right down to the
wood prior to sealing, priming, and painting. This included the doors and the hardware. Bradley has done an
extensive repair of the nice lanterns hanging in the porticos. Even though the porticos are not as old as the main
sanctuary, there were numerous pieces of the wood that required replacement or careful filling with epoxy. Per-
haps you remember the damage the squirrels had done to some of the large molding? That has been replaced
with new pieces of cedar that were milled to match the original profiles and should last another 100+ years.
Youdl I notice that the exterior painting has |
interior of the Narthex will be redecorated to more nearly mimic the interior of the sanctuary and may be ready
by the time you read this, although this piece of the work has not yet begun at this writing

The roof repairs will not start until September. This is our largest expense and Eric obtained five differ-
ent quotes for this work. Perhaps due to the slow economy, these bids came in somewhat lower than expected.
That s the good news. The bad news is that t
As a result, we have separated that work from the general roof repair and are letting the other work move for-
ward. Because the sanctuary roof is the largest, is the oldest, and causes the most expensive damage when it
leaks, and because a surface examination is insufficient to gauge the damage appropriately, we hired an inde-
pendent firm to perform an in-depth analysis of its condition. Their report showed that the most cost-effective
long term solution would be to replace the entire sanctuary roof with new slate. This is currently being consid-
ered by the church team and the Facilities Commission and will be brought before the Council on Ministries ex-
peditiously.

Four firms provided quotes for the repairs to the stained glass. At this time we are focused only on the
windows facing Church Street. Because it is hard to really know what work needs to be done to stained glass
until the windows are taken out and studied 0
this time and will decide on the full extent of the repairs only when this first step is done. The plastic covers
over these windows have been removed already so the wooden frames can be stripped and painted and we expect
that the windows themselves will be removed and temporarily replaced with plywood in September.

The fourth and final major project we are undertaking this year is the creation of a new handicapped ac-
cessible restroom next to Chidley Hall. At t
near Chidley. This long-needed work will be completed before the end of September and will go a long way to
making our facility a welcoming place available to all. We apologize for the inconvenience this will cause dur-
ing the first few weeks of the new church year, but it will be well worth it!

We will continue to keep you informed of the progress being made in implementing the projects you
have funded and approved. Please take a look at all the work and comment as you see fit. We welcome your
input!

John Fiske
for the Project Team

i e
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY
Sharing Our Storiesi Sharing Our Faith

(A Continuation of our Holy Conversations Dialogue in 2002010)
Each month members of our congregation, privately or in small groups, reflect o@onversations on the Journeground a specific theme
for the month. Please use this material to join us in your own reflections, individually, as a family, and/or when you meet wia church
group or commission this month.

Centering Theme for September
Centered in Christ God is the Centering Point for our lives.

William Butler Yeats said it wel/l at the end of Worl
secular world today could echo these words. fAWe I|ive
together . People Ilive in fear and uncertainty becaus
in search of a center that can be trusted.
So this month we begin our year together by asking, i Does our faith have anyGaweng t
find the center that will guide our work and our ministry in such a world?
BIBLE STORY: John 1:1-
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was Golihese wapaning  words
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him Hgo@ne ¢hing are part of
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the lighthset dippdwsen called the
ple. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. Ther@wéggaaarthe Gospel. It
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light dtkehtheapurtain rising
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to th@ kgBteghdrama. In it
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the wdflinangwagnarizes  his
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to vbadingdhgse that a life
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who befiévegaitingsand hope are
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or GrthEoRivRS.
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
MY STORY/OUR STORY:
If an interviewer approached you and asked who you were and what your mission in life was, what would you
say?
What do you think it means (what does it mean to
Godo?
How can this be the fAcentero that anchors your |
PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER: (To be used when groups meet)
Spend a few moments in silent prayer for the person on your right. If something they shared during the above
Afconversationo particularly struck you, you could of

and love for a concern they expressed. If nothing specific comes to mind, silently thank God for their presence and for
the opportunity you both have to share the journey of faith with each other. The leader will draw the time of silent
prayer to a close with AAmeno.
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FOR YOUR FURTHER REFLECTION:

This is often the way it is with us. We want things like safety when God wants to give us mean-
ing and purposed a relationship with God and a life worth living. We stretch out our little
beggar's bowls, asking for a scrap, and God fills them so full of rich food that they drop from
our hands. Begging for scraps is not what God has in mind for us. God wants to give us God-
self & and we want everything except God. "Give us ideas about you, let us ponder and dis-
cuss. Attend to our needs and give us things, but don't give us yourself; that's more than we
want,” we say, "more than we can handle." Dr. Mary Luti

An English publication offered a prize Have we trials and temptations?
for the best definition of a friend, and Is there trouble anywhere?

among the thousands of answers re- We should never be discouraged

ceived were the following: Take it to the Lord in prayer.

- AOne who multiplies @¢a0¥eSind affehd’sd Hififd),
grief, and whose honesty is inviola- Who will all our sorrows share?

ble.o Jesus knows our every weakness;

. rjOne who understands our T&éiﬁtaetﬁb(f_cﬁdirpprayer.

e ATA vol ume of sympathy boun I n
cloth. o Are we weak and heaviaden,

« AA watch which beats tr uéunbejedwidp loadpficaied
and never runs down. 0 Precious Savior, still our refuge

o Here is the definition that won the Take it to the Lord in prayer.

prize. friends despise, forsake thee?

Do th
e A friend is the one W?’OyT&é’iWoeteLdro”inprayer!
\_N:noennmoashe whol e worl d ha)si g(oEn(§ Pt e O(A(-j‘l‘l OAEAR A
y Thou wilt find a solace there.

The46"Psal m begins with one of the most comforlfing
very present help in troubl e. A This beauti|ful
lives we have nothing to fear. The Lord of Hosts is with us when we place our trust in him. We live in a
troubled timesd economic uncertainty, political unrest, environmental threatd a time of uncertainty and
fear. (Perhaps uncertainty and fear has always been around.)

It was in a similar time in a previous era that
God. o Wh i ¢ h D#aveyirsour ownrstrength aortfide, our diriving would be losing; Were not
the right Man on our side&, the Man of Godbs owr

As we center our lives in Christ we look to God as our refuge and strength.
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See you at the AHChurch
Homecoming Picnic on
Sunday, September 13,

right after worship! Bring

a blanket; and a side dish

or dessert, for the buffet.

WE NEED
YOU!

Do you have an hour, an evening,
or a weekend to give? Here are a
few opportunities to serve your
church and community.

Can

Wagono

pantries such as The Woburn
Council of Social Concern?

de
don

you help

f ood

Please call

Bruce Lauterwasser

At 781-729-9087.

(More about this on p. 5)

Needed: help for
Meals on Wheels

Help is needed for lunch
deliveries.

If you can volunteer on
a Thursday, either your-
self or as part of a team,

please contact
Carol Moriarty at
781-729-8885 or

Cc moriarty @aol.com

for the details.
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The Dwelling Place, a Ministry of Food
: and Fellowship. Come join us!

¢ that prepares and serves meals for individuals and families in
need. Through this twenty-year old partnership, meals are ¢
¢ provided on several nights each week at the Woburn Method- :
ist Church. Our FCC is responsible for the meal on the third
Saturday of each month. Volunteering at the Dwelling Place
¢ is fun, easy, and very rewarding. It's a great opportunity to :
meet other FCC families and help people who need assis-
: tance. Typically, three church individuals and/or families :
will divide up the preparation of the meal, bring it to the
church at 5:15 p.m., and then serve it together, finishing at
about 6:30 p.m. We will provide you well ahead of time :
¢ with all the information that you need (including recipes). :
Sign up on the board in the Church lobby, or contact Sarah
Gallop (seg@mit.edu or 781-729-2821) or Karen Roberts
(kerob@comcast.net or 781-729-0518).

L

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST

to keep in mind when you are
shopping for items to bring to
The Little Red Wagon:.

The Woburn Council of So-
ci al Concern
low are some of the foods we
are most in need of at this
ti me. o

Baked beans
canned lunch (Spaghettios)
canned meat (stew, Spam, chili)
cereal, jelly, juice,
peanut butter, powdered milk;
rice/rice mixtures,
soup, spaghetti,
spaghetti sauce, and tuna.

7
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