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September Calendar Highlights

September &8 Last Chapel Service, with Holy Communion, 9:30 am
September 183 Prime Time (9:15 am) and Forum (7:30 pm) Begin
Homecoming Sunday, 10:00 am
All-Church Picnic, 11:30 am
September 14'd Family Potluck Supper, 6:15 pm

September 17’3 J2A Begins, 10:00 am
Womends Association Annual

September 183 Touchstones Begins, 12:30 pm

September 24t® Ruth Group Begins, 7:30 pm

September 29t Disciple Now Weekend, Friday night and Saturday

andnhkhanhn

Reawaken

ltos the beginn

: church year! First Congregh-
:tional Church is brimming
 with energy, faith, community,

: hope and commitment, and gve
2 urge you to join in!
seeting, 11:30 am g
: See you at Homecoming Sun-
: day, September 10, followéd
by the AlFChurch Picnic o8

: the lawn right after services.

aanhanh

Come. Refresh, renew,
Reawaken

Pictured at left: 16 members of th
church, who spent a week in New Q
leans, Louisiana as part of the Unitg
Church of Christéo
Recovery ministry. A report is on page
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First Congregational Church of
Winchester is a Christian Family
encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action

PASSAGES
Marriage
United in holy matrimony at First
Congregational Church on August 5, 20D
Jennifer L. Barry
and Gavin P. Hager

Birth
Vanessa and Michael Gobes are
the proud parents of
Scarlett Elizabeth Gobes
Born on June 18, Scarlett joins big siste
Chelsea and Penelope.

In Memoriam
With sympathy, we report the deaths of
following congregational members or
friends. Our hearts go out to their loved
ones in this time of grief.

James Olivier, died July 10, 2006
Clarence Gay, husband of Ginny,
died July 25, 2006
Phyllis Fernald, wife of Al,

died August 11, 2006

A Relocation
Mary Osgood sends word that her new
address is:
Edgewood, 525 Osgood Street,
Apt. 1202,
North Andover 01845.
Telephone 978.975.3601

Greet the rising sunon Wednesday
mornings with the Walking Group.
Meet at the church, ready to go
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, W
walk during all seasons.
welcome! Dogs too.

All are

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.
An Open and Affirming Congregation
The Congregation,
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

Ministers to the World

Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist

T—

i
Ms. Kathleen Zagat®&N, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Welhnr
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R s s St St S L |
9 o

|

H% We hold in love and prayer:
.+~ the many people within our:
» congregation, families, and

U% community who are,
., undergoing medical,
. treatments, facing

. uncertainties, and dealing
" with loss. God, please be
© with them, as well as their’
© families, friends I

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to homebound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry,
office, (781) 7299180, ext. 16.

“ and ‘]
ﬂ% caregivers during these"ﬂ
+ difficult times. &
Il

d Ripley Chapel is open
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who see

a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if your
would like to be visited ori
to receive other support |
from the church. We share:
your joys and concerns |
and would like to help. |
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in

person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding montfi.e., the
deadline for the DecembeBpire is
November 15). Submissions may he
made to theSpire mailbox in the
Church office or via email to
reddingmed@aol.com.

1
Church Office & Ministers:
E-mail Contact Information;

' . I
general first.congregational@ I

verizon.net, ext 00 :
Skip skip.waterbury@verizon.nFt
ext. 14 "
Judy jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 1
ext. 23 :
Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 1
ext. 15 I
Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com, :
ext. 16 |
Jane jringfrank@comcast.net :
Ken ken.orth@comcast.net :
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Pastoral Team Letter
Dear Friends in Christ,

Welcome back!! The Summer Chapel Services are coming to a clp

Homecoming Sunday is fast approac
again with my extended church family for Sunday morning worship in the s
tuary. How was your summer? Mine seemed to fly by!! The early summe
rains turned my garden into a fru

and humid for gardening, | finally got caught up on a lot of the reading | hafi

planned for the past few years.

Something else | spent some time reading and thinking about this
mer was the Holy Conversations Re
uted last spring. Do you remember that we were all asked to add the Rep
our summer reading list this year
thereds still ti me! You can pick
church building.)

Marc Thompson said in his letter that introduced the Holy Convers
tions Report, ifiWe are talking abo
not fAdoing. 0 ADoi ngodo i s ¢ @shedkhtitha
church calendar, filling up fast with all sorts of wonderful opportunities for

|l earning, service, fellowship. B
Abeing?o That s a question that
tions discussion | 6ve been a part

| read and thought about the Report.

For a while the letterd/WJID became something of a pop fad arourd

Christian circles. They were fouiidand still can bé& on bracelets and bumpg
stickers, tee shirts and back packs. They stand for the Wwiid&T WOULD

JESUSDO?And thatés a wonder ful gues
ting our priorities and planning
guote and a challenge that | c ame
you:

Sure, people need Jesus, but most of the time, what they really ne
is for someone to be Jesus to them.
-- Reuben Welch quoted ithe Body Brokebhy Robert Benson

The person who shared the quote invited m gend a few momentg
reflecting upon what it means for you to "be Jesus" in your relationships, y
work, your community, and the wider world. When do you feel that you are
most like him? Then set your intention for this journey. Make a vow to stayj
open to new ways to be Jesus ever

So, now | &inh oo ncdaenr ilngiibe Jesus
with my family, in the checlout line at the grocery store, on my commute to

and from wor k. How can | fAbe Jes
teachers of the Church School who are my special chatgewv can w
suso for each other in our <classr
Church School ibeing JesusoOo with

And | 6 m al §whatwouidtappen in @ur church commu
nity if, in addition to all the w
practicing fibeing Jesuso with eac

Blessings,

Carol, for the Ministerial Team

September 2006

From Adult Education : fi

What is: (1) a goodlate-summer reading
book and (2) the first in our "Good Books" pr¢-
5gram? When Jesus Came to Harvartdy Har-
H ey @bx! Tleerpgberbabkditiismeowkavain- of f
Hible from major bookstores and Winchester's
own Book Ends at 559 Main Street. Call firsflto
fiedervd youfidopy (7810165938), aadriell thesh e n
you are part of the First Congregational Church,

for their book group discount.

or

bUPlease read this wonderful, thouginbvoking

[ tooktand jdinRie oBwndaly, Noventb@Ssafted| wh i
tdervice, for an 11th Hour roundtable discussipn.

[ Sponkdretl byythe AdulhEalucaionTommissipa,d &
in $uppart ot Holy Conversadions t h e pli | e«

b MUSIC NEWS! _ _

U tMorfk anfel BoBtMdnbstMértoh RAthes] S 9T

0 tells Db/t ishidt An'erfdlin itdelf It iMtBdudes 9 O ¢
the soul into a higher spiritual order, which it
U dxpre¥defahdirg sorﬁerbzfses‘ékplﬁirﬁsﬁl\/fuﬁcrhﬁde
N 2 anf FoBk§ atthing thd sBul t8 Gt Betduse © V ¢
thdy indudelatkind of contadt Wit thél Greard a i 1
It is hard to believe that the summer is over.
Fall brings a kind of chaotic organizational atti-
tude, but at the same tirea kind of energy for
[ the new year ahead. | am very excited to begin
my fourth year at the church, and I look forward
{o Gridthet yar 8f Edlaborafion With thé chdir® U ¢ h
P Hamdbeflsdchildrendstaft and Bhbfegation gy a s 1
tHiPtiling EomityS U mmer . 1od |
| would like to personally encouradeNY-
ONE interested in joining the Senior Choir to
3%ive us a try! The choir is a diverse group of
people, characterized by commitment, joy, faith,
and love of music. There is a place for everyone.
If you have never sung in a choir before (or
dono6ét believe that it i
UWo contact me. | have only four requirements:
come prepared to work very hard; come pre-
pared to laugh; come prepared to be challenged;
Y cofleBpdepaled to sing and share in the Spirit.
.We have a great deal of new music in store for
Ot phiegr ey edaty .C huir cchg n gt vhadi M
We have many opportunities for children and
U idits alikde:t oir CheluB an@ Juhidr Ghbid,bp- ¢ F
poftthifies #révouth, handbells, and more! .
D 0 BLhidr ChoifRefdarals Bejin dn TRuRs@ay S 1 ¢
aéi/éhihd? §ebterﬁbé} 7, boe, 2IH S.m.thHﬂ car
Music Room. Please join us. If you have any
suggestions, questions or concerns, please do not
D fedlt&d td c’éﬂtact the QthePoinil: W0 1 €
h frafki@ Boféadt.neor by tdlePriones © me t hii
(617) 4410701

S

s
ne
Jane Ring Frank

Director of Music
September, 2006
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Commission UPdates Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carolp
T —— ) Coo0k, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin,

[ % Health Ministry

It takes many people with divers gypj| Richardson, Connie Rosenberger,
experience, skills and interests and a grggp Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda

deal of commitment to support thyyihoite. The Health Ministry

ministries and programs of our Church.  commission encourages members to
enhance their faith by living the

Officers -
Moderator David Mortensen co'n.nect'lon between weliness ar_1d

: : spirituality, both personally and in
Clerk Sheila Marian ministry to others. Educational offerings
Treasurer Peter Van Aken and he);Ith life s. le events are oﬁere%l
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner monthl Wi}tlh fellot?//vshi fitness and fun ip
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted ) y P,

. mind.
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli

Historian Bob Stone Leadership Development
Librarian Marjorie Moore Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash,
: - i Jordan ShinThis Commission plans and
Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Le

.implements programs to enhance the

Roberts, Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmei : . S

Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tolleadershlp skills of persons active in the
church, and seeks [

Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Juliann
Zimmerman The Diaconate assists th

and interests with the various needs of the

For your reflection

Recommended lectionary readings fo
SEPTEMBER

Sept. 3:Song 2:813; Ps 45:12, 69 OR

Deut 4:12, 6-9; Ps 15])as 1:1727,

Mark 7:1-8, 1415, 2123

Sept. 10:Prov 22:12, 89, 2223; Ps
125 OR Isa 35:%a; Ps 146; Jas 210,
(11-13), 1417; Mark 7:24-37

Sept. 17:Prov 1:2033; Ps 19 or Wisd
of Sol 7:268:1 OR Isa 50:®a; Ps
116:1-9; Jas 3:112; Mark 8:27-38

Sept. 24:Prov 31:1031; Ps 1 OR Wisd

of Sol 1:162:1, 1222 or

Jer 11:1820; Ps 54

Jas 3:13:3, 78a;Mark )\ \
\!

$30&at ch peo|\ s K i

pastoral team in the spiritual care of th Church organization.

Church and provides active administrativ Membership Life & Development
leadership.

Paul Rahmeier and Carol Weir (co|
Christian Education chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Suzanne Ka

Adult Education Committe€hris Noble ~ Marsha Lamson, Louise Trakimas
(chair), Jim Donovan, Robert Mcindoe, ~ Betsy Wall, Vicki Waterbury, Janice
Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. Wilson. The Membership Life and
Children/Youth Debra Damren and Development Commission  develoy
Annmarie Galli (cechairs), Karen programs to increase Church
Crawford, Linda Fontana, Susan Lenno; Membership and to strengthen the lif
Tony McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy ~ ©f the Church.
Wankowicz.

Library CommitteeMarjorie Moore The 1545 Ajexander, Paula Giancola (co
Education Commission facilitates and chairs). Laura Bailey, Beth Bernhardt,

oversees religious education programs f( joa carter. Ron Chabot. Robin Delurey
people of all ages in the Church through pigne Donovan, Anne Leiserscdsill
three committees. The Adult Education pjccarte. The Outreach Commission

associated with the Church and overseed

Outreach

To: All Boards & Commissions
From: The Church Office

Re: Publications and Mailings

In order to efficiently process materials
submitted to the church office, we requpst

your attention to the following importanf
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

The Spire the 15th, monthly
Bulk Mailings  processed MofwWed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before
mailing or publication
We appreciate your cooperation. We gim
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or
assistance, please call 72980.

Facilities & Personnel the outreach programs and misSion givinz: «« v v vvveeeineeneniiaei ...

Meg Shin (cechair), Bruce Alexander,  of the church.
Tim Bryan, Joe Harris, Cindy

Mutterperl, John Mutterperl, David If """"""""" ';
Peretti, Paul RichardsorThe Facilities & il I
Personnel Commission oversees all emal I
matters of personnel policy and of the

1 Using emaiéi a oodréway to makd -
care and control 0: qu'ick &nd ﬁiclile%tcd PbttioR E)fl) :
1 information regarding meetings angl :
David Dubard, Brian Koss, Kevin 1 other relevant aspects of church lifey

Kuechler, Elizabeth Lamb, Walter Ogier,I If you would like to share your emaif -
Carl Turissini. This Commission oversee; address with the church, pleage :
programs to provide financial supportofy contact the office aft
and donations to the church, and arrangu s first.congregational@verizon.net or
for management of 1 le&e dnbteinthehchusch office. 1
endowment and other funds. 1 I .

Financial Resources

. From the Church Office

- Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
. Please note that due to reduced office
:hours, more advanced plannihg

regarding mailings and other projects
reéduiting - office assistance will he
necessary. .

- Please submit to the office your request
: for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays,

Tuesdays or Wednesdays This will

: leave Thursdays and Fridays free for
- bulletin production and bookkeeping.
: Thank you for your cooperation!
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OQur Churchos Outreach Milpavesffomthelibragde possible

R eaC l-!ou'l' the members o-f our church of all agesho give o that you have put away your beach reading
enerously of your time and other resources to reacgnd returned your summer library loans, it is
out to people in need. Each month, the Outreach Comfize to ipck up some serious and/or inspiring

I mission highlights some of the people and organiz%ading for the fall seaserand your church
O ut_ tions that we support through our outreach giving, afibrary may have just the book for yo@ome

well as current service opportunities for you and yougheck out our new volumes at coffee hour
family.

Some suggestion&at This Book: a Conversa-
tion in the Art of Spiritual Readingy Eugene
Peterson.Spirit Matter, by Michael Lerner The

End of Words: the Language of Reconciliation

in a Culture of Violenceby Richard Lischer

On June 24 16 members of the church boarded a plane and took off [from

Logan Airport to spend a week in New Orleans, Louisiana, as part ¢if th&o American Theocracy: the Peril and Poli-
United Church of Christos Hurri cpnis of Radea Religh, OilRe@dEBoYogdy mi n
fairly diverse group, including three high school students, two parents offthageney in the 21st Centuripy Kevin Philips.Or

high school youth, one college student, two married couples, two ordainefl Mite Great Transformation: the Beginning of Our
isters, and assorted others. Some members of the group had lived in NewRligious Traditionsby Karen Armstrong

leans at one point in their lives, some had visited (in some cases several|times),

while others had never been to that part of the country before. When fjve ar-

rived in New Orleans we discovered that no amount of reading or waithing Acolyte Opportunities
documentaries could have prepared us for what we actually encountereff. ThH you are in thethird, fourth or fifth grade

ride from the airport into the city in our rented vans was unsettling, as [naygu can participate in the Sunday service as an
buildings seemed abandoned and piles of trash and debris were scatteregl adoali/te. An acolyte lights the candles before the
We would soon discover that this was but the tip of the iceberg. Kvesgrvice begins, rings the bell to call people to
neighborhood in the city, indeed in the entire region, was affected by the|hudfiurch, and puts out the candles at the end of the
canebs winds. Nearly one year fserce. t he event, there ar
houses in New Orleans with blue tarps covering damaged or missing|froofs Adults are also needed to cover an occasional
But, of course, the major devastation came from the water that was unlgasbedday.

during the initial storm surge and then subsequently from area lakes, rivells, ando sign up, contact Maryann McCdlaylor

flood canals when the levees gave way. It was that damage that we werg tdogezalling 7817296258 or emailing

the next day as we drove through some of the most devastated neighb@rhooo=all.taylor@verizon.net

in New Orleans. We passed block after block after block of deserted hollses aShere will be a training session for those new
we drove through the lower ninth ward and parts of East New Orleans. Hor tin¢he job on Sunday September 24 at 9:00 a.m.
most part, the water did not destroy houses in the usual sense of knockirp threthe sanctuary. After that a schedule will be
over or blowing out walls or even windows. Most are still standing. BuUf theosted.

water made the houses uninhabitable, giving the entire area the feeling of a

ghost town. Businesses too were abandoned. It is clear that it will beljmany-c—.—o—s—w—u—n—a—a—a—a—s-

years, if ever, before those parts of the city come back to life. “ i

Mission Trip to New Orleans

|
During our stay in New_OrIeans, our home base_was St. Matthews UCC_:U% We are grateful for the 1
church. The church provided excellent accommodations and wonderful jpospi-, . . |
tality. We divided ourselves into three sylr oups for thel we, gekly gift of flowersypich
group worked at cleaning houses, completing two houses over the cours eautify our worship space! |
four workdays. A second group worked at one of four local UCC chu chesﬂ" Inth ) K h ‘
installing sheetrock in rooms that will become a daycare center, a criticalfunc-* n the coming weeks we have |
tion in a city that is trying to bring displaced families back to the comm . openings for the Narthex arrange- OH
The third group spent the week starting construction on a large storagf she. Ment (atthe rear of the sanctuary) .
\
|
|
|
\
|
\
|
\
|
|
|

located behind another of the UCC churches. When it is finished the shgid will, for September 10th (Homecoming
be used to securely store all of the equipment (power tools, shovels,|rakes Sunday) gnd October 1st (World
wheelbarrows, ladders, etcetera) that is used at all of the UCC projec siteqT Communion Day).

There are many stories, anecdotes, and of course pictures to share fipm of? , )
collective experiences at those three project sites and from our travels rounH% If you would like to dedicate flow-
the city and we hope to do so over the course of the coming months.

e als. €rsinhonor orin memory of a
hope to open a dialog within the congregation concerning possible next ” loved one, please contact Gay in

the church office (781.729.9180). °

mission trip meetings!
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