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An All -Age Intergenerational Service of Worship, Praise, 

 and Celebration of The Lordôs Supper. 

 

Join us on the first Sunday in October for 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY,  

OCTOBER 4, 2009 

 
ñ...a day to acknowledge our brothers and sisters all over the world..ò 

 Come to our intergenerational communion service where all 

of us, from preschoolers up, will worship, celebrate, and take commun-

ion together.  There will be no church school so that all generations 

may be together for this service. 

 Originally a Presbyterian observance that began in 1936, World 

Communion Sunday was established in 1940 as a global, interdenomi-

national event by the Federal Council of Churches in Christ in America; 

and the day was adopted by other Protestant denominations.  It is a day 

to acknowledge our brothers and sisters all over the world. 

 According to the National Council of Churches USA, ñThe day 

has taken on new relevancy and depth of meaning in a world where 

globalization often has undermined peace and justiceðand is a time 

when fear divides the people of Godôs earth.  On this day we celebrate 

our oneness in Christ, the Prince of Peace, in the midst of the world we 

are called to serveða world ever more in need of peacemaking.ò 

Some 

 October Highlights 

October 1 and every Thursday 

Choir Practice, 7:30 pm 

October 4 

World Communion Sunday, 10 am 

(no Church School) 

Sounds of Grace, 4 pm; 

and most Sundays 

Youth Programsðsee page 8  

for schedule 

October 5 and every Monday 

Carilloneers, 7:15 pm 

October 6 and most Tuesdays 

Touchstones, 12:30 pm 

October 7 and  every Wednesday 

Walking Group, 6 am 

Menôs Coffee, 8:30 am 

Knitting Group, 1 pm 

October 18 

Parents of Teens Meeting 9 am 

11th Hour: Discussion: Islam 

Dinner Dance, 5 pm 

October 25 

Cherub Choir Rehearsals Begin 

Ruth Group, 7:30 pm 

November 3 

(Advance notice) 

Special Touchstones speaker 

See p. 9 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Summer Finnell, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

Telephone (781-729-9180) & 

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

 first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 10 

General Messages: 

  ext. 00 

Skip 

 skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

 ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Summer Finnell @ gmail.com  

  ext.15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

Brad brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

Gay  ggwill@aol.com 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make 

the Spire responsive to the needs 

and interests of our church 

community. 

The deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of the preceding month 

(i.e., the deadline for the 

November Spire is October 15).  

Submissions may be made to the 

Spire mailbox in the Church 

of f ice or via e-mai l  to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  Meet 

at the church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk during 

all seasons.  All are welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
Baptism 

Madeline Taylor, 

Daughter of Anne McIndoe Taylor  

and George S. Taylor III,  

was baptized  

on September 20, 2009. 

Madeline is the grandchild 

of Margaret and Bob McIndoe. 

In Memoriam 

Donald A. Peltier, 

Father of Donette Peltier, 

died on September 11, 2009. 

Our deepest sympathies go  

to all of Mr. Peltierôs  

family and friends. 

 GOD OF ALL CREATION, you 

know us far better than we know our-

selves; strengthen us to take up the cross of 

Jesus and follow him.  Through the folly 

and scandal of the cross, show us the order 

you forge out of our perplexity, the truth 

you reveal through our confusion, and the  

victory you bring forth when we fear that 

all is lost. 

 Strengthen us through our weak-

nesses; teach us through our failures. 

 Open our hearts to make  

connections when our eyes are fixed on 

differences. 

 Restore our fortunes through our 

poverty; embolden us through our fears.  

Create unity from our divisions and restore 

peace through our deepest conflicts.   

 For in giving we shall receive; in 

following we shall lead. 

 In forgiving we shall be forgiven.  

In loving we shall be loved. 

 

Taken from The Prayers of the People at 

Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown, 

Washington, D.C. 
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From the Ministry Team ñ 
ò...the action of the Spirit is to 
challenge the status quo.ó 
 THE WIND BLOWS  where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but 

you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit. (John 3:8) 

 These words of Jesus were to the 

religious leader, Nicodemus, when he came 

seeking to make sense of who Jesus was and 

what he was up to. Jesus seems to be saying 

that trying to understand or participate in 

what God is doing based simply on human 

wisdom and power will never work. Godôs 

thoughts and Godôs ways are beyond what 

we can understand or control. My colleague 

Mark Pattie says it this way: ñGod wants to 

move in our lives and world in a manner that 

human wisdom and power cannot conceive. 

Are you ready to let go, Nicodemus? Are 

you willing to descend, like an infant at birth, 

from life as youôve known it into a new life 

controlled and directed by the Spirit?ò  This 

is an invitation Jesus offers not just to Nico-

demus, but to all of usðto give ourselves 

over to the Wind of Godôs Spirit.  

 It is a challenge.  In many ways it is 

easier (and more comfortable) to hold back 

and hold on.  As I said in my 

ñHomecomingò sermon recently, ñItôs one 

thing to like talking about faithïspeculating 

on the beliefs of others, what they affirm or 

what we believeðor not.  But it is quite an-

other thing when God asks us to move be-

yond intellectual discourse and speculation. . 

. It is as if Jesus isn't satisfied only with our 

interest in him.  He doesn't want to be 

merely fascinating.  He seeks far more than 

our curiosity. He seeks our trust, our com-

mitment, our love, even our souls.ò   

 But what is easiest is not always 

what is most fulfilling or life-giving.  The 

old adage is true: ñThe role of the Spirit is to 

ócomfort the afflicted and to afflict the com-

fortable.ôò  In either case the action of the 

Spirit is to challenge the status quo.  As we 

come ñhomeò to our faith community this 

fall, the temptation is to look for comfort in 

its constancyïlike slipping into a comfort-

able pair of shoes.  But let us not forget that 

the gift of the familiar is that it provides a 

safe place to meet the Spiritðto take the risk 

of surrender to the one who ñmakes all 

things new.ò  

 For the Ministry Team, 

 Skip Waterbury 

Flowers 
WOULD YOU care to donate flowers in memory of or in honor of a loved one?  

Each Sunday the Chancel and Narthex areas are beautifully decorated with  floral 

offerings, reminding us of the glory of Godôs creation and of Godôs abundant provi-

sion for us all.  

 We have some open dates for flowers as noted below. If you might be able 

to donate flowers for one of them, please contact Sarah in the office. Thank you. 

  Nov 1st              Chancel & Narthex 

                             Nov 22nd              Narthex 

  Nov 29th               Narthex 

  Dec 20th                Chancel & Narthex 

  Dec 27th                Chancel & Narthex 

       _______________________________ 

THE 2009 FLOWER COMMITTEE IS LOOKING for new 

members!  Consider this fun and creative way to participate at 

church.  If you enjoy working with flowers and people, rhis 

committee will be perfect for you. 

Responsibilities are: 
1. Committing to delivering a flower arrangement one Sunday (or Monday or       

 Tuesday) a month. 

2. Dividing up the flower arrangements from the chancel or narthex to create 

 smaller arrangements for deliveries to parishioners.  

3.  On your week, find out from Kathleen Zagata or Sybil Richardson the names 

 of people who are sick, had a recent operation, or are shut in.  Someoneôs 

 special birthday, the birth of a baby, or a family crisis would be an appro

 priate time to make a visit bearing flowers as well.  (If you are bringing 

 flowers to someone who is elderly, such a visit would provide an oppor

 tunity for you to visit with that person for a short period of time This 

 could be done after church or at another time on Monday or Tuesday.) 

Thank you, 

Sybil Richardson   

For any questions please contact Sybil Smith Richardson at: 781-756-0400 or 

sybilsmith9@comcast.net           

From Adult Educationñ 
Eleventh Hour Discussion of Islam October 18 

 IN THE LAST FEW DECADES, our nation has become the most relig-

iously diverse nation on earth. We now have neighbors from many nations and 

virtually all of the worldôs religions, yet many of us remain simply uninformed 

about those religions.  

 Diana Eck, professor of religion at Harvard, wrote ñA New Religious 

America, which provides an excellent introduction to the diversity which sur-

rounds us. The adult ed committee encourages you to read this book (or at least 

chapter five) and to join us in an l1 th hour discussion of Islam on October 18.  

 Our guest speaker that day will be Naila Baloch, the Muslim chaplain at 

Tufts University. Naila studied astrophysics and comparative religion at Williams 

College, then went to Oxford University, and completed a masterôs degree at Har-

vard Divinity School in 2008.  

 Born in a household of both Shiôas and Sunnis, two often-conflicted sects 

of Islam, Naila understands the value and richness of diverse viewpoints. She will 

speak from her own experience and then participate in a question-and-answer dis-

cussion.   Please join us on October 18, shortly after a quick coffee hour!  

________________________________________________ 

Interested in Joining? 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST CHURCH?  Please express your 

interest to the church office at 781-729-9180 or first.congregational @verizon.net. 

We are tentatively scheduling a new members reception for November 1st. 

mailto:or%20sybilsmith9@comcast.net
mailto:or%20sybilsmith9@comcast.net


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer David Peretti  
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 
Bookkeeper Gay Williams 
Spire Editor Mike Redding 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carter, 
Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, Chris 
Noble, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenicke, Walter 
Ogier and Karen Roberts. The Diaconate 
assists the pastoral team in the spiritual 
care of the Church and provides active 
administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Martha 

Tucker and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke (Chair), 

Terry Marotta, Jodi Collins-Skinner and  

Cindy Wankowicz .Library Committee: 

Marjorie Moore. The Education 

Commission facilitates and oversees 

religious education programs for people 

of all ages in the Church through three 

committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Facilities: John Fiske (Chair),  Marianne 

Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, Rick 

Forzese,  Barry McArdle and Becky 

Tellefsen.  Personnel: Lynne Rahmeier 

(Chair), Elizabeth Cooper, Darlene 

Heikkinen, Ralph Marotta, Alex Rohall 

and   Penny Sparrow The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Michael Bailey (Chair), Douglas Clarke,  
David DuBard, Brian Koss, Rich 
MacNeille,    Nick Troisi,  Carl Turissini 
and Dorothy Zahir.  FR oversees 
programs to provide financial support of 

Commission UPdates  

and donations to the church, and 
arranges for management of the Churchôs 
endowment and other funds. 

Health Ministry    Pam Budner and Karen 
Martin (Chairs), Cathy Crabtree, Kris 
Montgomery, Paul Puzzanghera, Sybil 
Rchardson (Co-chair, Flowers), Bob 
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite. TheHealth 
Ministry Commission encourages 
members to enhance their faith by living 
the connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 

John Mutterperl..    This Commission 

plans and implements programs to 

enhance the leadership skills of persons 

active in the church, and seeks to match 

peopleôs skills and interests with the 

various needs of the Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Jan Koss and Susan Leathers (Co-Chairs), 
Lisa Der, Fred Greene,   Peter 
Rosenberger.  Alice Senko and Vicki 
Waterbury. The Membership Life and 
Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church membership 
and to strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 

 Robin Delurey (Chair),  John Crabtree,  

Leigh Kelliher,   Diane Lord,  Kate 

Puzzanghera and Louise Ritenhouse.  The 

Outreach Commission promotes 

opportunities for outreach ministries and 

giving by all persons associated with the 

Church and oversees the outreach 

programs and mission giving of the 

church.  
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For your reflection  

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for 

OCTOBER 
October 4 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 Ps 26 or Gen 2:18-24; 

Ps 8; Heb 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

 

October 11 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Ps 22:1-15 or 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Ps 90:12-17; 

Heb 4:12-16;  

Mark 10:17-31 

 

October 18 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Ps 104:1-9, 

24,35c or Isa 53:4-12; Ps 91:9-16; 

Heb 5:1-10;  

Mark 10:35-45 

 

October 25 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Ps 

34:1-8, (19-22) or Jer 

31:7-9; Ps 126; 

Heb 7:23-28;  

Mark 10;46-52 

 

To: All Boards and 

  Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and  

 Mailings 
 

In order to efficiently process  materi-

als submitted to the church office, we 

request your attention to the following 

important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or publication  

 

Please  submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

 Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production.   

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Church Office Hours 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday 

CONSTANT CONTACT  

 Sign up to join our Constant 

Contact e-mail list directly on our 

home page.  With Constant Contact, 

you can get reminders of special 

church events and you can sign up 

to read the Spire online.  (You can 

cancel at any time.) 

 Contact Sarah in the church 

office,  781-729-9180.,  or 

first.congregational @verizon.net to 

set it up. 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission reports on current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

Just Peace Sunday 
 OCTOBER 18 is Just Peace Sunday.  The Outreach Com-

mission has selected the Bread for the World Institute as the recipi-

ent for this yearôs Just Peace Offering. 

   Bread for the World Institute (BFWI) provides policy 

analysis on hunger, and strategies to end it.  The Institute educates its 

advocacy network, opinion leaders, policy makers and the public 

about hunger in the U.S. and abroad. 

  BFWI is the research and educational partner of  Bread for 

the World.  BFWI generates studies on hunger issues and vital edu-

cational resources.  Bread for the World is a 54,000-member Chris-

tian citizensô movement against hunger. 

 Watch your mailboxes for the Just Peace letter, which will 

give more information about Bread for the World and will include an 

envelope for contributions. 

Help the Homeless Kids at School 
 PLEASE BRING school supplies to the Church for 

the thousands of homeless children in Massachusetts, and 

dump the supplies in the BLUE CARTON near the Little 

Red Wagon ,outside the Music Room.   

 Suggested lists of supplies are available on the 

nearby table and in the September, 2009 SPIRE, but bring 

whatever suits your fancy.   

 This drive is sponsored by the Mass. Coalition for 

the Homeless, and is supported by the Outreach Commis-

sion.   

 Contact Bill McCarter whmccarter@comcast.net 

and/or Judy Arnold with your questions, if any. 

______________________________________ 

 

 

Ruth Group  

 We are a group of women of this church who enjoy getting 

together once a month, at 7:30 on a Sunday night, to discuss good 

books.  Some of us are regulars, others come rarely or only occa-

sionally.  

  Newcomers are always welcome!   

 Our discussion books for the next few months are: 

October 25th:  The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court/

Jeffrey Toobin 

 

November 29th:  Olive Kitteridge /Elizabeth Strout 

 

December 13th:  The Power of Forgiveness, a movie directed by Martin 

Doblmeier, and an optional ñcompanionò book:  Amish Grace, by Kraybill, 

Nolt, and Weaver-Zercher 

 

January 24th:  The Bottom Billion/Paul Collier 

 

 A reminder about the meeting, including its location, normally 

appears in the church bulletin the Sunday before, and the Sunday of, the 

meeting.  Our full yearôs book list and meeting schedule are available in the 

downstairs church lobby. 

 Feel free to contact Karen Roberts  

(at781-729-0518 or kerob@comcast.net)  

if you have any questions or need transportation. 

 

                       

 Acolyte Opportunities 
 IF YOU ARE in the third, fourth or fifth 

grade, you can participate in the Sunday service 

as an acolyte. An acolyte lights the candles be-

fore the service begins, rings the bell to call peo-

ple to church, and puts out the candles at the end 

of the service.  

 Adults are also needed to cover an occa-

sional Sunday. 

 To sign up, contact Mike Regentz by 

calling 781-729-8240 or emailing 

Mike_Regentz@wbsnet.com . 

 There will be a training session for cur-

rent acolytes and those new to the job on Sunday 

September 27 at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. After 

that a schedule will be posted.  

 Help Wanted  

 Keep an eye on   ñHelp Wantedò on the last pages of  Spire  

issues to learn about more ways  to support the outreach of  the 

church.  Just a little bit of oneôs time to cook for The Dwelling Place 

can make a difference.  So can  gifts of canned goods to help stock a 

food pantry.  So can gifts of  school materials  for  homeless chil-

dren, as can participating in Habitat for Humanity on a regular basis.    

These and other opportunities abound!     

mailto:whmccarter@comcast.net
mailto:kerob@comcast.net
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 

 Here in New England, the brilliant colors, the bright yet short days, 

and the crisp, cool nights remind us that change is going on all around us.  

We again experience the truth that change is inevitable.  Indeed, change is 

life!  As we deepen our spiritual lives, we begin to ñwake upò to the reality 

of change as an invitation to do our soul work, trusting God in the midst of 

all changes. 

 Author Rita Mae Brown writes: ñOne who is too controlling does-

nôt trust in his or her ability to live through the pain and chaos and change of 

life.  There is no life without change just as there is no art without submitting 

to chaos.ò 

 As the changes to our church building continue to happen around us 

this fall, it offers us an opportunity to work with change on the outside as we 

may find ourselves struggling with changes happening inside of us and in 

our community too.  How do we face these changes with enough stability to 

feel safe, yet also enough chaos to help us move forward to the future God is 

calling us to establish in ourselves, in our community, in our world? 

 It is very hard for most of us to see how much we attempt to control 

things and people in our lives.  We may feel stressed or careful, but have 

seldom seen these as signs that we do not trust ourselves, God, and the peo-

ple God has given us in our lives.  We may be very aware of other peopleôs 

controlling behavior with us, but unaware we have equaled their control by 

monitoring them and trying to change their behavior.  The more we accept 

the spiritual invitation to let go and to trust God who is beyond ourselves and 

who loves us more than we can even love ourselves, the more we can let go 

of controlling behaviors and rest in Godôs ultimate care. 

 We begin to see that letting someone elseôs behaviors determine 

how we think, feel, and behave at every turn is living irresponsibly.  We are 

refusing to take our responsibility for making commitments to values that 

ground us in our identity as children of God and people learning to ñlove one 

anotherò, values that make our ñdoingò grow out of our ñbeingò, and allow 

us to live with integrity.    God asks us to be free to stand on the solid ground 

of our place in the universe, a part of the creation that is loved by God.  Jesus 

shows us by example, parables, and stories how to be released from a life of 

reactivity and victimization.  Instead of all things being determined by cir-

cumstances and things around us, he helps us see how it is the conscious 

decisions we make and concrete actions we take that allow us to ñchoose life 

over death.ò  Jesus guides us into a life of the soul, where we recognize God 

at work in offering us opportunities to respond with truth, recognizing the 

possibility of grace, forgiveness, healing, and hope in even the most difficult 

circumstances. 

 What a moment of spiritual growth and adventure it is to risk living 

through the pain or exhilaration of change, rather than controlling all the 

outcomes!   When we do not seek to escape, or rush to a quick fix that our 

ego has set out to control, but instead begin to have patience with the process 

of the heart, new possibilities develop.  We can let go of some of our con-

trolling behaviors and turn them over to God, whose ways may be mysteri-

ous but whom we can trust is loving us through all change.  As we proclaim 

in scripture, ñNothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.ò  

Nothing.  Nowhere.  No circumstance, even death itself, is beyond Godôs 

healing power and love.  Indeed, our spiritual life reminds us when things 

fall apart, resurrection beckons and new life awaits! 

 Let us then allow ourselves to enter the changes of fall and the inse-

curity of a changing universe with the faith that we can live through the 

process and grow into a deeper and fuller spiritual life as we ñlet go and let 

Godò.  And for this opportunity for freedom of choice and cooperation with 

Godôs transforming love, let our thanks always be to God! 

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, 

Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 

ONE MORE CONTRADICTION ñ 

Did I fulfill what I had to, here, on earth? 

I was a guest in a house under white clouds 

Where rivers flow and grasses renew them-

selves. 

So what if I were called, if I was hardly aware 

The next time early I would search for wisdom. 

I would not pretend I could be just like others: 

Only evil and suffering come from that. 

Renouncing, I would choose the fate  

of obedience. 

I would suppress my wolfôs eye and  

greedy throat, 

A resident of some cloister floating in the air, 

With a view on the cities glowing below, 

Or into a stream, a bridge and old cedars, 

I would give myself to one task only 

Which then, however, could not  

be accomplished. 

 

Czeslaw Milosz, 

from Facing the River: New Poems. 

Hopewell, New Jersey, 1995 

 

_______________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP  

The Membership Commission 

Needs Your Help! 
 We are a warm and welcoming fel-

lowship.  Letôs be sure no first-time visitor 

to First Church ever walks away with a  

different impression. 

 At the worship service: Most of us 

are good at greeting strangers.  When time 

allows, take an extra minute to introduce 

yourself. 

 At the coffee hour:  Donôt ask visi-

tors to wear a name tag ï wear yours. And 

donôt let them stand alone. 

 Our goal is not to entice new mem-

bers; itôs to make this a place from which 

they canôt stay away. 
________________________________ 

 
Oh, and speaking of membership ñ 

     .If you are interested in joining First 

Church, contact the church office at 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 781-729

-9180.  There are tentative plans for a new 

member reception on November 1st and 

weôd love for you to be part of that! 
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 Sundays 

Journey to 

Adulthood 
9:00-10:00 am. 

Rite 13 
10:00-11:00 am. 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï9:00 pm 

YOUTH GRADES  
AND ACTIVITIES : 

Forum ï high school 

Ski trip ï 7th and up 

Rite 13 ï  7th and 8th 

J2Að9th and 10th 

Mission Trip ï high school 

Youth Sunday Overnight ï  

7th and up 

 (juryôs still out on 6th) 

 

A PRIMER ON YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
 THE YOUTH ACTIVITIES of the church have had an enthusiastic begin-

ning (See the article about the Back to School Outing).  But there are always questions 

about which age group does what.  So hereôs a quick summary:  The Youth Program 

includes kids from 7th grade up.    

 FORUM ï this is the High School youth group which meets Sunday eve-

nings (7:30 to 9:00) in the Forum Room.  Weôre the group that will go on a mission 

trip in April and have a weekend retreat sometime in the spring. 

 J2A ï this is the 9th and 10th grade group that meets Sunday mornings at 9:00.  

We engage in activities around life skills and faith ï in the classroom, on outings, on 

trips, and special events.  J2A meets in the Stone Room on the second floor. 

 RITE 13 ï this is the 7th and 8th grade group that meets Sunday mornings 

from 10:00 to 11:00.  Our focus is on Godôs gift of manhood and womanhood; and on 

our sharing the creative gift with God. Meetings are on the 3rd floor in the new Rite 13 

Room.  

 All -Youth (for all youth) Activities:  Turkeys to Pilgrim Church, Bean Sup-

per, Progressive Supper, Ski Trip, Bagels and Bunnies, Pancake Breakfast, Youth 

Sunday, Back to School Outing  

PARENTS OF TEENS GATHERING 
 THE FIRST OF our parent gatherings will be held on October 18th.  The 

Journey to Adulthood program seeks to help youth find an authentic Christian path for 

themselves through the changes they are experiencing physically, emotionally and 

socially.    

 Being the parent of a teenager(s) is a journey in itself.  We hope to be part of 

that journey, offering a parent meeting one Sunday a month at the same time the J2A 

class takes place ï 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  We seek to support one another in faithful 

and faith-filled parenting.   

 This gathering is open to parents of both Rite 13 kids and J2A kids ï as well 

as any other parents of teens who want (or need) to share their experience of parenting 

teens and build their faith for parenting teens.  We will meet in the 6th grade classroom 

ï up the stairs by the sacristy or the stairs by the family room. 

ALATEEN MEETINGS 

START IN WINCHESTER :   

 WINCHESTERôS ALATEEN 

MEETINGS will be held at 8:00 p.m. on 

Fridays, beginning October 2nd in the Mu-

sic Room on the Second Floor of  the 

Crawford Memorial Church on Dix Street. 

 Alateen is part of Al-Anon, which 

helps families and friends of alcoholics 

recover from the effects of living with the 

problem drinking of a relative or friend.  It 

is sponsored by Al-Anon members.  Unlike 

Al -Anon meetings which are peer led, Ala-

teen meetings are facilitated by 2 seasoned 

Al -Anon members with experience work-

ing with youth.  Like most Alateen meet-

ings, this one is held on the same night and 

at the same location as an Al-Anon meet-

ing.  The program is adapted from Alco-

holics Anonymous and is based on 12 steps 

and 12 traditions.  The only requirement 

for membership is that there be a problem 

of alcoholism in a relative or friend.  The 

average age of an Alateen participant is 14.   

Again, this meeting will be held at 8:00 

p.m. on Fridays, beginning October 2nd in 

the Music Room on the Second Floor of  

the Crawford Memorial Church on Dix 

Street. 

BACK TO SCHOOL OUTING  
 ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER12th, 25 youth and adults spent the morning 

rock climbing at MetroRock in Everett.  Almost everyone climbed,  including chaper-

ones ï see the pictures on the Youth (and Friends) Bulletin Board and also below.  We 

kept the theme going by having  lunch at the Hard Rock Café.  It rained very hard that 

morning and we were feeling so glad to have an indoor activity until we arrived at the 

Climbing Gym and had to take off shoes and socks and roll up pants to get it.  But it 

was worth it, as you can see by the pictures.  Thanks to all who helped out ï Peter 

Woolford, Dave Weir, Alex Rohall and Andy Gallop. 

  


