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WOW!  
 
We are hearing overwhelmingly enthusiastic feedback from church and community members regarding our new landscaping pro-

ject.  It is wonderful to have the exterior of our church building reflect the life and growth within. People are noticing exciting 

things happening at First Congregational Church! 

 

This work has been made possible through the creative energy of the Facilities Commission and funded by a gift from the estate of 

Charles Doe, as well as steeple rental income.  Our project was designed by architect Gary Larson of Larson Associates  (larson-

associates.com 781-641-2150), and implemented by Scott Carzo of Perennial Landscape (perenniallandscape.com 781-729-1719). 
Dennis Hoffman of Grasshopper Irrigation (grasshopperirrigation.com 800-933-7003) provided his expertise with drawing water 

from Wedge pond and Peter Wild of Boston Tree Preservation (bostontreepreservation.com 781- 729-0095) took care of the tree 

removal. These gentlemen have provided their talents and services at cost.  Please join us in expressing our thanks and praise to 

them for their excellent work!  

 

It is exciting to know that our church will now finally have a beautiful GREEN lawn that we can all enjoy for decades to come! 

                                                                                                                                                                   --The Facilities Commission 

Coming next:  exterior painting . 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 7 (Columbus Day Weekend) 
  

An All -Age Intergenerational Service of Worship, Praise, 

and Celebration of The Lord's Supper 
  

Come to our intergenerational communion service  

where all of us. from preschoolers up,  

will worship, celebrate,  

and share communion together. 

All Church School Classes will attend the service with their families. 

 Coming up this fall: ð 
Faith Flix starts!  Ruth Group begins 

another season and Faith Talk Bible 

Study takes place before worship  every 

Sunday 

 

SIX!, when the First and Second Congre-

gational Churches provide a night of 

food, fun, music and lots of dancing    

Touchstones returns, the Youth will 

study The Gospel According to Harry 

Potter, and Church School is launched 

into a busy season.  There is much more!  

Check inside for details! 
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Marianne Motherway  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
 

Weddings: 

United in holy matrimony  

at First Congregational Church 

 in Winchester: 

 

Allison Virginia Borges and  

Christopher Michael Mason 

September 1, 2007 

 

Jessica DeTingo and 

Matthew R. Hargrave 

September 8, 2007 

 

In Memoriam:  

Helen Richmond died on July 3, 2007.  

Her memorial service will be held on 

October 6, 2007. 

 

We pray for comfort for all of  her family 

and friends. 

Please note: 
Regular church office hours have re-

sumed.  The office is open from 8:30 

am to 3:00 pm, Monday to Friday. 

New This Fall!  
Bible Study before worship each Sun-

day, 9-9:30, in the Henry Room, with 

refreshments afterwards in the Tucker 

Room. 
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Pastoral Team Letter 

 

As I sit down to write this, we have just con-

cluded the first two weeks of our new program 

year.  While there is much that feels very famil-

iar in our life together, there are some changes, 

as well.  Perhaps the most visible of the changes 

is in our outside appearance.  The front lawn 

now has a new stone walkway and steps that are 

not only beautiful but, more importantly, are 

safer for those using them.  While doing this, we 

also added new, less overgrown plantings, and 

soon will be installing a new sign.  Many have 

remarked that this has the effect of being more 

welcoming and invitational to newcomers and 

veterans alike.  Weather permitting, we will be 

holding our after church coffee out there  

through September.  Itôs a beautiful spot. 

 

Over the summer we held brief before church 

bible study which we have called ñFaith Talk.ò  

These lay-led conversations were so well re-

ceived that we have decided to extend this pro-

gram into the fall (and beyond).  ñFaith Talkò 

takes place in the Henry Room each Sunday 

from 9-9:30 and will be looking each week at the 

bible text that will be the focus of that morningôs 

sermon.   

 

We are also making a couple of changes in our 

worship service.  In the past several years we 

have been taking a moment to ñgreet one another 

in the spirit of Christò at the end of the service.  

This, of course, left church school students and 

teachers out of this symbolic act of welcome, 

since they have left for classes by then.  So now 

we have changed when we do this to during the 

time before classes leave worship, so that our 

welcome is more inclusive of us all.  Addition-

ally, the Worship Committee is planning to add a 

regular monthly ñFaith Momentò during worship 

in which a member of the church will share for 

two to three minutes about how life has impacted 

his or her faith.  We will be looking for folk will-

ing to participate in this, so contact Sarah Gallup 

if you are interested.   

 

As we move together into this new church year it 

seems to me that all of these are, in their own 

ways, reflections of a renewed spirit and energy 

before usða spirit of openness, a spirit of inclu-

siveness, and a spirit of yearning to find God at 

the center of our communal journey.  I hope and 

pray that you may feel that spirit moving in you 

and calling you ñhome.ò 

 

Skip 

The Adult Education Committee 
Coming soon: discussing ñThe World Is Flatò 

Sunday, November 4th, soon will be here.  That is the day the 11th Hour discus-

sion after the church service will be on the book The World Is Flat by Thomas 

Friedman.  This is an interesting and important book on how technology, espe-

cially computers and the Internet, has been making major changes in the way 

we live and the implications for the future of America if we wish for our chil-

dren and grandchildren to prosper in a highly competitive, ñflatò world. 

The discussion will be led by Skip Waterbury and Bob McIndoe.  Copies of 

the book may be obtained with a discount at Book Ends in downtown Win-

chester. 

New for the Fall: Faith Talk Bible  Study 

Many people tried the new Faith Talk Bible Studies that we experimented 

with in the summer services this summer. The response to them was enthusi-

astic, so we have now introduced them to our regular schedule. They take 

place each Sunday from 9-9:30am in the Henry Room. Try coming to one or 

all of them! They are informal and require no background knowledge. Each 

week we will look at the Scripture that will be used in the service, so you get 

a chance to think about it in a different setting. Coffee and snacks are avail-

able after each one, while you wait for the start of the 10 o'clock service. 

Please join us. 

 

Questions? Contact Elizabeth Page (781 729 2684) or Penny Sparrow (781 

721 0619) 

Leaves from the Library  

 

To see the new books in our library, just stop by the book cart at  

coffee hour.  Some of these books are gifts and some were bought at the Har-

vard Divinity School Bookstore just before it closed for good last June. There 

are some new books for children.  Others, such as Reading Judas, Wise 

Women Bearing Gifts, What's Theology Got To Do With It, and A Day in the 

Life of the American Woman are rated Adult (though not X). 

Flowers 
 

Would you care to donate flowers in memory or in honor of a loved one?  Each Sun-

day, the Chancel and Narthex areas are beautifully decorated with floral offerings, 

reminding us of the many manifestations of the glory of God.  There are some open 

dates for flowers as noted below.  If you would like to donate flowers for one of 

them, please contact Marianne in the office (781-729-9180, ext. 00).  Thank you! 

 

Chancel and Narthex flowers are needed for the following dates: 

 

September 30ðChancel 

November 25ðNarthex 

December 3ðNarthex 

December 9ðNarthex 

December 30ðChancel 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Penny Sparrow, Head Deacon; Lynne 
Rahmeier, Peter Woolford, Tom Kahl, 
Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zimmerman; Joe 
Carter, Steve Haggett, Janice Wilson.  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

and Susal Lennox (co-chairs), Jim 

Donovan, Bob McIndoe, Peter 

Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, MaryEllen Eagan, Karen 

Roberts,  Thomie Tucci, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore.  The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Marianne Carter, Jon Galli, Bob 

Lord,  Andy McKinley, Paul Richardson, 

Bryan Tardiff.  

Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meg 

Shin (co-chairs), Joe Harris, Cindy 

Mutterperl, Alex Rohall   The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia 
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi,  Carl 

Commission UPdates  

Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Karen Martin, Sybil 
Richardson (Flower Committee) and 
Branda Wilhoite, co-chairs; Laura Bryan, 
Pam Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy 
Crabtree, Kathryn Scholl, Bob Shirley. 
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Paul 
Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn,  Louise 
Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury.  The 
Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach  Linda Alexander and Paula 
Giancola (co-chairs),  Beth Bernhardt, 
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy 
Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser,  Anne 
Leiserson, Maryann McCall-Taylor, 
Walter Ogier.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.  Please submit to the office 

your request for mailings of 50 or more 

on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production and 

bookkeeping.  Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, M-F 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

OCTOBER 
October 7 

Lam 1:1-6; Lam 3:19-26 or Ps 137 OR Hab 

1:1-4, 2:1-4; Ps 37:1-9 

2 Tim 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-1 

October 14 

Jer 29:1, 4-7; Ps 66:1-12 OR 2 Kings 5:1-3, 

7-15c; Ps 111; 2 Tim 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 21 

Jer 31:27-34; Ps 119:97-104 OR Gen 32:22-

31; Ps 121; 2 Tim  3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

October 28 

Joel 2:23-32; Ps 65 OR 

Sirach 35:12-17 or Jer 14:7-

10, 19-22; Ps 84:1-7 

2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

Outreach Fall Focus on Homelessness 

October 14th Eleventh Hour:  

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 
  As part of our fall focus on homelessness, the Outreach Commission 

invites you to join us for an Eleventh Hour program about how to 

reach out to our community to alleviate homelessness.  
Sunday, October 14th, Eleventh Hour: Massachusetts Coalition for 

the Homeless 

  Who are the homeless? How can any of us helpðas a faith commu-

nity, as well as individually?    Come to Eleventh Hour to talk with 

Sister Linda Besom from Mass Coalition for the Homeless and get 

answers to these questions. (For example, did you know that parents 

and children make up 52% of the people who are homeless in Massa-

chusetts?) Learn about this organizationôs programs and hands-on out-

reach opportunities: 

***Helping homeless people find shelter   

 ***Providing clothing and school supplies to children experiencing 

 homelessness 

***Preventing homelessness through an early intervention system to 

 help households stabilize their housing situations at the first      

 sign of trouble.   

 ***Advocating for the homeless in our local and state government 

On Oct. 14th, bring your coffee to the Palmer Room and join the dis-

cussion about helping people not only to find shelter but to find 

homes. Because thereôs no place like home. 

Events of Note:  Many organizations supported by Outreach Com-

mission programs and funds hold events in the fall to advance their 

vital causes.  Here are a few that you may be interested in: 

 

October 13, RESPOND 
4th Annual All That Glitters Gala 

6:30 pm to midnight, Cambridge Marriott Hotel 

$125 per ticket 

For more info, 617.625.5996, danielel@respondinc.org 

(See related story on page 6) 

 

November 1, The Women's Lunch Place 
25th Anniversary Celebration 

5:30 pm cocktails and dinner 

$250 per ticket 

For more info, 617.267.1722, laurenr@womenslunchplace.org 

 

November 7, Germaine Lawrence 
6th Annual Women of Excellence Breakfast 

7:30 - 9:00 am, The Harvard Club, Boston 

 

The Little Red Wagon 

  Have you noticed the little red wagon in the back of 

our sanctuary?  One of the ways that our church sup-

ports the programs and services of the Woburn Council 

of Social Concern is through the donation of non-

perishable food items to the Councilôs Food Pantry.  

Thatôs where the Little Red Wagon comes in.  Every 

Sunday the wagon is available to accept your contribu-

tions of non-perishable foods.  We collect all of the do-

nations on a regular basis and deliver them to the Food 

Pantry in Woburn (by the way, weôre always looking for 

volunteers to help transport the food to the Pantry).  The 

early fall is a time of particular need for the Food Pantry 

as stocks have been depleted due to a drop off in dona-

tions during the summer and increased use during the 

summer months by families with children who are not 

benefiting from school lunches.  Need suggestions on 

what types of food to contribute?  Check out the Out-

reach board in the lobby outside the church office for a 

list of preferred items.  The Little Red Wagon is open 

for business every Sunday, just waiting for your contri-

butions.  Thanks! 

 

LASAGNA FOR 100    
   The Women's Lunch Place (WLP), a daytime shelter for 

homeless women in Boston, provides a safe and comfort-

able refuge, nutritious food and basic resources (including 

showers and laundry) for women and children who are 

homeless and poor.  With a hired chef and a staff of volun-

teers preparing meals for 100 guests each week day, it is 

no surprise that food is the biggest line item in WLP's an-

nual budget. 

  So, in late June, members of the Outreach Commission 

shopped for, prepared and delivered 12 pans of (delicious, 

dare we say) lasagna -- enough to feed100 -- to WLP, who 

received them with delight.  This lasagna-making sup-

ported Outreach's mission of having our Church become 

more deeply involved with the organizations and causes 

that it supports.  Last year, in addition to making lasagna, 

we held an 11th hour on the topic of homelessness led by 

the WLP Development Director; the congregation donated 

birthday gifts for the WLP guests at our All-Church Birth-

day Party; and the Outreach Commission allocated some 

of its designated funds to support WLP's operating 

budget.  Thank you for your continued support of the 

WLP. 

Reach Out continues on page 6. 
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A SPOTLIGHT ON: OUR 

CHURCH : 

FCC Winchester to Receive Award  

from RESPOND, Inc. 

 
  The Outreach Commission focuses its financial and mission 

resources on 20 organizations that help the homeless and 

other people at risk in our neighborhoods, across our country 

and around the world.  RESPOND Inc., the oldest domestic 

violence prevention and assistance agency in New England, is 

one of these organizations. 

  We thought you would like to know that RESPOND, at its 

upcoming All That Glitters Gala, is recognizing the First 

Congregational Church of Winchester for its community lead-

ership in the struggle to end domestic violence.RESPOND is 

honoring the efforts of our church and congregation to pro-

mote domestic violence education through our Eleventh Hour 

with RESPONDôs Executive Director Michelle Kweder; to 

sustain RESPONDôs vital day-to-day services through our 

annual contributions to its operating budget; and to support its 

capital campaign through our Easter offering and matching 

Outreach contribution, which funded a bedroom in its new 

shelter. 

  While we do not seek out such recognition as we go about 

the work that comes from our hearts, RESPOND is eager to 

showcase our support in order to rally additional communities 

and organizations to help women and children secure lives 

free from domestic violence.  Our Church will share the lead-

ership award with State Street Corporation. 

  So, if you were thinking about attending RESPONDôs Gala 

on October 13 at the Cambridge Marriott Hotel for cocktails, 

dinner, and dancing to support RESPONDôs mission, you 

now have another reason to do just that.  We have arranged 

with RESPOND to seat members of our church together, if 

you note that you are with the First Congregational Church of 

Winchester when you purchase your tickets.  For more infor-

mation about buying tickets to the event, please contact 

Daniele Levine at danielel@respondinc.org or 

617.625.5996 x254 or visit www.respondinc.org.  Of course, 

you can also contact Paula Giancola (781.369.1447, paula-

giancola@comcast.net) or Linda Alexander (781.729.9416, 

B_L_Alexander@comcast.net) or anyone else on the Out-

reach Commission. 

  We also know that some members of our congregation may 

want to financially support RESPOND further, but are unable 

to attend the event.  Or, perhaps you missed the opportunity 

to contribute during our Easter offering.  If you would like to 

contribute to RESPONDôs efforts to help the abused women 

and children of Winchester and the neighboring towns of 

Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, 

Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield and Woburn, please send 

your contribution payable to RESPOND directly to 

them (PO Box 555, Somerville, MA 02143) or to the Church 

office and we will forward it to RESPOND.. 

  Thank you, again, for your generous support of RESPOND 

in its mission to end domestic violence. 

 

Reflections on the New Orleans Mission Trip 
  Wow!  What a truly amazing experience! If you had asked each of the 

twelve tired participants for one comment as they arrived back in Boston 

this past June 30th, you would likely have received 12 different statements. 

The trip was full of hard work, fun, learning, sadness, laughter, fellow-

ship, reflection, frustration, kindness and new friendships just to mention 

a few dimensions of what the week in New Orleans entailed. 

  After gathering at the church early the morning of June 23rd, we headed 

to Logan and on to Atlanta and eventually arrived in New Orleans in the 

afternoon, sans baggage, which fortunately caught up to us by dinner 

time. Our groupôs accommodations at St. Paulôs Church were quite com-

fortable, particularly after we got the air conditioning working. Although 

this small but beautiful church was not directly impacted by Katrina, its 

mission has become focused on providing hospitality and support to vol-

unteer relief workers.  In this vein, they have converted former classrooms 

into dormitories and organized their kitchen and social hall to accommo-

date meals for large groups. The small congregation, numbering only in 

the teens, made up for its size by being overwhelming in its reception, 

kindness and appreciation, including a homemade New Orleans dinner 

later in the week. 

  Monday morning we gathered for instructions and assignments with two 

other UCC groups staying at other locations, one from York, Maine and 

the other from Greendale, Wisconsin (it sounded to tired ears as though 

their pastor was calling them ñgreen aliensò).  With our Winchester team 

divided into two groups, we tackled separate projects including further 

improvements to St. Paulôs Church to accommodate future teams of work-

ers, sheet rocking and painting a parsonage in central New Orleans, and 

similar work in restoring a home in the Northeast sector with the Maine 

team. The work culminated with our entire team together, clearing out and 

ñguttingò a home which had not been entered since the flood waters re-

ceded almost two years ago. One can only imagine the scene as we 

dragged out the mold-  and slime-covered personal belongings of a family 

-- its toys, clothes, picture albums, carpeting and finally the walls and 

appliances. Although we will never meet this family, we felt a closeness 

to them as we handled their lifeôs possessions.  In the bigger picture, we 

were hopefully taking the first step in returning the property to become 

someoneôs home, once again with happiness and kids voices. 

  Although the physical work aspects of the trip were memorable, the 

emotional connection stretching across the full seven days was perhaps 

the most important ñtake-awayò many of us had from this experience. It 

was really overwhelming:  from meeting people on Sunday struggling to 

survive in the Lower Ninth Ward which still shows little sign of recovery 

effort, to visiting the successful JFK Charter School to which we had ear-

lier shipped books, to simply listening to the frustrations and hopes ex-

pressed by the people we had the opportunity to meet -- people who have 

returned to New Orleans to try to rebuild their lives and families. In spite 

of the frustrations expressed by many with the Federal Government, the 

local bureaucracies, the insurance companiesô stonewalling, and so on, 

there remain so many signs of hope and optimism among the people we 

met.  We wanted to cheer them on, find additional ways to help, and to 

just reach out.  There remains a tremendous amount still to be done and 

life will certainly never be the same for these people but with the outreach 

help of so many religious, college and other social service groups, of 

which we saw many during our stay, there is good reason to be optimistic 

for the future of the people of New Orleans.  Our evening ventures in the 

French Quarter to enjoy music, coffee and beignets, and the colorful night 

life, further reinforced the fact that the spirit of New Orleans remains 

vital.  Throughout our experience in New Orleans, we were told repeat-

edly how much it means to the people there to know that they are not 

forgotten; we promised to share their stories with others.  

  For pictures, a video, and live commentary about the trip and experience, 

donôt miss the upcoming discussion session to be scheduled shortly. Par-

ticipating in this yearôs Mission trip were Skip and Vicki Waterbury, 

Christina Peretti (all for the second year), Diane Donovan and her daugh-

ter Karen, Jon Galli and his daughter Teresa, Janet Hall, Marty Roz-

manith, Jana Roy, Nancy Powers, and Bob Lord.                 ðBob Lord 



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Rite 13 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Grade 7 and up 

The Gospel According to Harry Potter  
  Come join a youth Bible study looking at the religious themes in the Harry Potter 

books.  And, asking some questions regarding: magic or miracles, the devil or You-

Know-Who, the disciples or Gryffindor, the power of love or the love of power.  This 

five week study will be held Sunday evenings beginning September 30th, 5:30 to 6:30.  

All youth  are welcome.   

SECOND YEAR OF  JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD  
  On Sunday, September 16th  the Rite 13 class of the  JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD 

Program  began its second year.  Journey to Adulthood is a program for kids from 7th on ï 

as we are still in the beginning stages, Rite 13 (7th and 8th grades) is the only class.  Weôve 

learned a lot from the first year and approach this year with renewed enthusiasm and per-

haps a little more wisdom.  We followed up the first class of the program year with an 

overnight retreat, Ourspace.Com, where we did community building exercises and made 

the Stone Room our own with paint and stencils.  The leaders are Jim Donovan, Dave 

Weir, Annmarie Galli, and Carole Cooke.  We are very lucky to have them leading our 

youth. 

BACK TO SCHOOL OUTING A HIT  
  On Saturday September 8th, 23 church youth (7th grade through 12th grade) spent the day together kayaking on the Deerfield River.  

Each of us had our own inflated kayak ï these bounce off the rocks with ease ï and mega squirt gun.  No one stayed dry, but every-

one had fun. We ended the day with a picnic by the river and a long ride home.  Thank you to the drivers and brave chaperones:  

Peter Woolford, Andy Gallop, Bruce Johnston and Peter Manning.  .   

 

Above, Peter and Nicky Manning at the Back  to School outing 

 

 

Below, Max Thompson shooting water at an unsuspecting target 

 

Global Warming 

ðYou can do something about it! 
In response to viewing  An Inconvenient 

Truth it has been suggested (in the June Spire) 

that we think of things that people can do to 

fight global warming, things like moving your 

thermostat down  2 degrees in winter and up 2 

degrees in summer, checking your tire pres-

sure every week (proper inflation saves gas!) 

and taking your own bags along when you go  

grocery shopping.  There are more tips at 

www.climatecrisis.net.  Check it out! 

 

And come to our next meeting 

Wednesday, October 17 at 7:30 pm in the 

Palmer Room.  Or send an email to 

Chris.noble@yahoo.com 


