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ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2010  
 

ñFrom Jesusô fullness we all have received, grace upon grace.ò 
 

 OUR STEWARDSHIP THEME  this year, which comes from John 

1:16, reminds us of the many graces that we receive throughout the year from 

God, our Church, and our faith community.  In return, we are blessed to pos-

sess and share the resources that God gave us to support this bond of faith. 

 It is in this spirit that we ask you to reflect upon your own fullness, 

and the many graces you have received, to support the stewardship of the 

church.  We will touch on this theme during our services every Sunday start-

ing in late October, supported by a written appeal that you will receive in the 

mail early in November.  The campaign will run through Stewardship Sunday, 

November 15th, and culminate on Pledge Sunday, November 22nd, when we 

request that you respond with your pledge of support. 

 The support and prayers of members like you make it possible to sus-

tain the ministries and programs of our church, through impactful programs 

like our Youth and Adult Christian Education Program, Music, Health Minis-

try, and Outreach Program.  Generous support from our membership allows us 

to continue and expand this work, which is as vital today to our Church and 

community as it has ever been. 

 We look forward to a continuing Stewardship dialogue with you over 

the next month, and are available to review the details of the written commu-

nication you will receive in the mail.  Please feel free to contact any member 

of the Financial Resources Commission with any questions, requests or com-

ments you may have. 

 We sincerely thank you for your generous support of the faith com-

munity that is First Congregational Church of Winchester. 

 

The Financial Resources Commission 

 Mike Bailey 

 David Dubard 

 Doug Clarke 

 Brian Koss 

 Rich MacNeille 

 Nick Troisi 

 Carl Turissini 

 Dorothy Zahir 

Share your best photos! 
 THE FINANCIAL RE-

SOURCES COMMISSION is planning a 

celebration of our church community for 

Stewardship Sunday.   We are collecting 

a cross-section of photographs to share 

with the congregation as part of our ser-

vice on that day.   Please forward your 

best photos (candids would be great) 

either electronically to photos@fcc-

winchester.org or drop any printed pho-

tos or disks off at the church office.    

Printed photos and disks will be returned 

upon request.  
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Come to the 

STONE SOUP LUNCH 
All are invited to join together for the 

Stone Soup Lunch 
Sunday, November 22 

 to celebrate our continued giving 

In Chidley Hall, right after the service 

 

You are invited to bring some homemade 

soup  and/or  bread, if you can, for this 

traditional  and happy event.  If you canôt, 

come anyway!  Contact Vicki Waterbury  

at Vicki.waterbury@verizon.net or 781-

721-4760 for information.  (There  will 

be a sign-up sheet at coffee hour soon.) 

ððððððð- 

mailto:photos@fcc-winchester.org
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Summer Shaud, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

Telephone (781-729-9180) & 

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

 first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 10 

General Messages: 

  ext. 00 

Skip         skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Summer Summershaud@ gmail.com 

  ext.15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

Brad  brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

Gay  ggwill@aol.com 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make 

the Spire responsive to the needs 

and interests of our church 

community. 

The deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of the preceding month 

(i.e., the deadline for the 

November Spire is October 15).  

Submissions may be made to the 

Spire mailbox in the Church 

of f ice or via e-mai l  to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  Meet 

at the church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk during 

all seasons.  All are welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 

Marriages 
Taryn Featherstone  

and Kurt Rosenberger 

were married on June 14, 2009 

Summer Finnell and Dan Shaud 

were married on October 3, 2009 

Julia Kew and Philip Kehoe 

were married on October 3, 2009 

Judith Thompson  

and Christopher Righter  

were married on October 3, 2009 

 

Birth  
Jameson Porter Sawyer 

was born on October 7 

to Sharyn and Jay Sawyer. 

Jameson, born on his  

great-grandfather Sawyerôs 88th birthday, 

 is the grandson  

of Susan and John  Sawyer. 

 

Baptisms 
Tucker Davis Infurna,  

son of Jennifer and Philip Infurna, 

was baptized on October 11, 2009. 

 

In Memoriam 
Carolyn C. Grosvenor, 

mother of Pam McPherson, 

died on October 3, 2009. 

Martha B. Hebb 
died on October 6, 2009. 

 

Our hearts go out  

to all the loved ones 

 of Mrs. Grosvenor and Mrs. Hebb. 

We pray for their comfort. 
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From the Ministry Team ñ-  
 OVER THE COURSE OF THE FALL, we have been 

talking a lot about ñGrace.ò  Our monthly theme for October was 

ñCentered in Graceò and now, in November it is ñGrace and 

Gratitude.ò  Our annual stewardship campaign, as well, is framed 

with the theme from the Gospel of John, ñFrom Jesusô fullness we 

have all received, grace upon grace.ò   So what are we talking 

about when we speak of Grace?  It is a word that those of us who 

hang out around churches have heard oftenðand about which we 

may have differing understandings (or no understanding at all.) 

 Definitionally, Grace is ñthe unmerited favor of God,ò 

But I think that when we speak of Grace we are attempting to put 

into a word something of the character of God that is bigger than 

any single thought or word or phrase.  It is a description of the 

enduring, loving, goodness of God, with which God views and 

lives in relation with his/her world. 
 During its brief run on TV, Vicki and I used to enjoy watching 

the somewhat light-hearted show, ñJoan of Arcadiaò in which God regu-

larly appeared as various unusual people (a homeless man on a park 

bench, a young girl on a play yard  swing, etc.) to speak to and reveal 

truths to Joan, a high school student. In a very early episode Joan is wres-

tling with accepting the possibility that God is manifesting him/herself  to 

her.  Joan asks for proof  and the conversation with God goes something 

like this: Joan demands,  ñShow me some proof. Show me a miracle,ò. 

God says okay and points to a tree.  Joan asks ñWhat are you pointing 

to?ò .  God says,  ñThat tree.ò Joan exclaims, ñYou call that a miracle!?!ò 

The Lord responds, ñOkay. Letôs see you make one.ò   

 I think that this is a great example of Graceðthe goodness of 

God that is all around usðby which we are blessed with the gift of life 

itself.  God points to a treeðbut could as easily have pointed to a new-

born baby whose little fingers wrap so naturally around its mom or dadôs 

fingerðor a teenaged ñGothò with purple hair and a nose ring.  The 

Grace of God is the foundational bedrock beneath which our human ex-

perience is framed and held.  Michael Redpath says,  ñAs a culture, we 

have developed a great sense of power, perhaps even arrogance, regard-

ing all creation because of the many advancements that humankind has 

made over the ages. We tend to see ourselves as powerful creators, as 

being in control.  We take for granted the truly wondrous creation 

around us because itôs just always there. It doesnôt require our attention.  

We . . . tend to forget that all of the wondrous creations of human ingenu-

ity are created with the basic materials that God provides us, using the 

skills that God provides, with the intellect that God provides.ò   

 But every now and then, if we are really lucky, Grace breaks 

through into our consciousness and we behold the mystery of Godôs life 

in oursðand we become changed.  When Albert Schweitzer decided to 

be a "jungle doctor," out of other more obvious available options, he was 

following up on an idea that had long germinated in his mind.  "It 

struck me," he writes in his autobiography, "as incomprehensible 

that I should be allowed to lead such a happy life, while I saw so 

many people around me wrestling with care and sufferingé. Then 

one brilliant morning.., there came to me, as I awoke, the thought 

that I must not accept this happiness as a matter of course, but 

must give something in return for it."   

 In these moments, gratitudeðthanksgivingðbecomes 

our natural and authentic response to the Grace in which we live.  

ñAll good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; Then 

thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.ò 

 

Skip Waterbury 

 

Leaves from the Library ñ- 
 THERE ARE ALWAYS new books to explore in 

our  church library. Carol Jones left us a magnificent illus-

trated book about prayers all over our world, titled: Talking to 

God.  Anne Hoenicke  has given us  a book-on CDs called A 

Year of Living Biblically.  If you ever wondered what it would 

be like  to regulate your life strictly by the Bible, here is  your 

chance to find out! (Be prepared to laugh....) Mike Redding 

has given us the book on which a new movie is based: Eat, 

Pray, Love.  If  you  enjoy the movie, try the book!  (Or vice 

versa, I suppose.)   

 Even our nursery school  has contributed some  pic-

ture books: Boundless Grace is about a girl who travels to 

Africa to meet her father's second family.  In If You're Angry 

and You Know It,  pre-schoolers learn how to deal with their 

emotions.  And we even have our own copy of Goodnight  

Moon, in case you have visiting grandbabies. 

      Then, if  you have older children, you might enjoy a 

minister's reflections on J.K.Rowling's popular work, in God, 

the Devil, and Harry Potter. 

      If none of these seems appropriate, well, we all eat, 

don't we? How about sampling Eating in the Light of the 

Moon?  Something for everyone, that's our motto.... 

 

ðMarjorie Moore 

ðððððððððð 

Ruth Group ð- 

 WE ARE a group of women of this church who 

enjoy getting together once a month, at 7:30 on a Sunday 

night, to discuss good books (or occasionally, poetry or a 

movie).  Some of us are regulars, others come rarely or only 

occasionally, and newcomers are always welcome!   Over 

the next few months we will be discussing:  

               November 29th:  Olive Kitteridge / Elizabeth 

Strout    (Host: Lynne Rahmeier, 39 Thornberry Rd., 

Winchester) 

               December 13th:  The Power of Forgiveness, a  

 movie directed by Martin Doblmeier, and optional 

ñcompanionò book: Amish Grace, by Kraybill, Nolt, and 

Weaver-Zercher.  

               January 24th:  The Bottom Billion / Paul Collier 

  February 28th:  The Guernsey Literary and 

Potato Peel Pie Society / Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie 

Barrows    

    A reminder of the meeting (including its location) 

appears in the church bulletin the Sunday before, and the 

Sunday of, the meeting.  Feel   free to contact Karen Roberts  

(781-729-0518 or kerob@comcast.net) if you  have any 

questions or need transportation.  Our full yearôs book list 

and  meeting schedule sre available in the downstairs church 

lobby. 

ðððððððððð 

Adult Education ñ- 
 THE ADULT ED committee plans to have an Elev-

enth Hour on Sunday, December 6th, asking a timely ques-

tion:  ñWhat might a Christian health care system look like?ò 

Program details will  come soon.. 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator Tom Kahl 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer David Peretti  
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 
Bookkeeper Gay Williams 
Spire Editor Mike Redding 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carter, 
Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, Chris 
Noble, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenicke, Walter 
Ogier and Karen Roberts. The Diaconate 
assists the pastoral team in the spiritual 
care of the Church and provides active 
administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Martha 

Tucker and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke (Chair), 

Terry Marotta, Jodi Collins-Skinner and  

Cindy Wankowicz .Library Committee: 

Marjorie Moore. The Education 

Commission facilitates and oversees 

religious education programs for people 

of all ages in the Church through three 

committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Facilities: John Fiske (Chair),  Marianne 

Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, Rick 

Forzese,  Barry McArdle and Becky 

Tellefsen.  Personnel: Lynne Rahmeier 

(Chair), Elizabeth Cooper, Darlene 

Heikkinen, Ralph Marotta, Alex Rohall 

and   Penny Sparrow The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Michael Bailey (Chair), Douglas Clarke,  
David DuBard, Brian Koss, Rich 
MacNeille,    Nick Troisi,  Carl Turissini 
and Dorothy Zahir.  FR oversees 
programs to provide financial support of 

Commission UPdates  

and donations to the church, and 
arranges for management of the Churchôs 
endowment and other funds. 

Health Ministry    Pam Budner and Karen 
Martin (Chairs), Cathy Crabtree, Kris 
Montgomery, Paul Puzzanghera, Sybil 
Rchardson (Co-chair, Flowers), Bob 
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite. TheHealth 
Ministry Commission encourages 
members to enhance their faith by living 
the connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 

John Mutterperl..    This Commission 

plans and implements programs to 

enhance the leadership skills of persons 

active in the church, and seeks to match 

peopleôs skills and interests with the 

various needs of the Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Jan Koss and Susan Leathers (Co-
Chairs), Lisa Der, Fred Greene,   Peter 
Rosenberger, Alice Senko and Vicki 
Waterbury. The Membership Life and 
Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach 

 Robin Delurey (Chair),  John Crabtree,  

Leigh Kelliher,   Diane Lord,  Kate 

Puzzanghera and Louise Ritenhouse.  The 

Outreach Commission promotes 

opportunities for outreach ministries and 

giving by all persons associated with the 

Church and oversees the outreach 

programs and mission giving of the 

church.  
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For your reflection  

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for 

NOVEMBER 

 

November 1 

Ruth 1:1-8 

Ps 146; Heb 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 

November 8 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps 127 or 1 

Kings 17:8-16; Ps 146; 

Heb 9:24-28;  

Mark 12:38-44 

November 15 

1 Sam 1:4-20; 1 Sam 2:1-10 or  

Daniel 12:1-3; Ps 16; Heb 10:11-14, 

(15-18), 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

November 22 

2 Sam 23:1-7; Ps 132:1-12, (13-18) or 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 93;  

Rev 1:4b-8;  

John 18:33-37 

 

November 29 

Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25: 

1-10; 1 Thes 3:9-13; 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

To: All Boards and 

  Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and  

 Mailings 
 

In order to efficiently process  materi-

als submitted to the church office, we 

request your attention to the following 

important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or publication  

 

Please  submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

 Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production.   

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Church Office Hours 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday 

CONSTANT CONTACT  

 Sign up to join our Constant 

Contact e-mail list directly on our 

home page.  With Constant Contact, 

you can get reminders of special 

church events and you can sign up 

to read the Spire online.  (You can 

cancel at any time.) 

 Contact Sarah in the church 

office,  781-729-9180.,  or 

first.congregational@verizon.net to 

set it up. 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission reports on current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

Community Concert:  

An Evening with Reilly and Maloney 
 JOIN US in Chidley Hall on Friday, November 6 at 8:00 pm for 

an evening of acoustic music with Reilly and Maloney. Two fine voices, 

two skilled guitars - playing and singing together here in Winchester for 

the first time in many years.  

 Reilly and Maloney appeared on the stage of Chidley Hall just 

about 20 years ago, in a coffeehouse style concert series that was going on 

then. David Maloney is the cousin of our very own Terry Marotta.  Terry 

first introduced us to this wonderful duo; inviting a crowd of friends to 

Club Passim in Harvard Square to listen, resulting in a number of Winches-

ter residents becoming ardent fans.  

 Reilly and Maloney perform original songs as well as some fine 

covers - all in a finely harmonized style that is warm and expressive. A 

portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Woburn Council for Social 

Concern. E-mail Nov6music@gmail.com or call Karen Lauterwasser at 

781-729-9087 for ticket information. 

Ginny Reilly and David Maloney 

A LOUD THANK YOU FROM THE HOMELESS KIDZ  

 THE MASSACHUSETTS COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS is delighted with our overwhelming response to the 

school supply drive over the past two months.  Although we must now turn our thoughts to turkeys for Pilgrim Church, Thanksgiv-

ing bags of goodies for the food pantries and Christmas gifts for the needy on our list, the Coalitionôs school supply drive continues 

year round and gifts are always welcome.  If the box for school supplies becomes lost in the holiday season shuffle, please check 

with the church office or check with Bill McCarter whmccarter@comcast.net and/or Judy Arnold. Your supplies are always wel-

come.   

 Look for a sale of cakes by the Rite 13 people in November or early December to provide further aid to the homeless kids 

and donôt just say ñlet them eat cake.ò  The increase in foreclosures and great decrease in available state funding due to sudden reve-

nue decline have caused a serious crisis in our ability to deal with homeless issues, but extra effort by the people of this State and of 

congregations like ours have done much to alleviate the pain.  Let us keep up the effort.   

ð-Bill McCarter 

Have Your Kids Outgrown  

Their Jungle Gym? 
 IS THERE an unused swing set/slide/jungle gym in your 

back yard? Would you like a needy non-profit child care group to 

have it? 

 I am looking for playground equipment for a number of 

Massachusetts child care facilities for disadvantaged kids. Aside 

from allowing the pick-up crew to enter your yard, nothing would 

be required of you!  

  Please contact me, Mindy Arbo (from the Winches-

ter  Unitarian Society),  at 781-729-2888 or at my email, 

 mindyarbo@comcast.net, if you have some playground equipment 

you would like to pass along.  

A Recent Church Success Story: 
 Thanks to the generosity of the Kurban family in Win-

chester, their cedar play station is now being gleefully used by a 

large non profit Brockton child care center where 80% of the fami-

lies receive financial assistance for this child care. (While the cen-

ter services 100+ kids and has 4 'playgrounds', they previously had 

NO equipment like this.) 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 During the holiday season, 

it is our churchôs tradition to pro-

vide gifts to some of our neighbors 

in need.  In this Advent season of 

anticipation and preparation for the 

birth of Christ, you may give in 

several ways: 

ðRosieôs Place Residence ï a home for homeless 

women living with AIDS. 

ðWoburn Council of Social Concern ï toys for those 

in the Childrenôs Program. 

ðGermaine Lawrence School ï a residential treatment 

center and school in Arlington Heights for troubled 

adolescent girls. 
 Giving ornaments will be placed on the Christmas 

tree in the Sanctuary on November 29th.  Please take one or 

more to fulfill a gift wish and replace the ornament with an 

angel from the basket.  Families may wish to combine with 

others to fulfill large gift requests.   

 ALL GIFTS MUST BE PLACED UNDER THE 

TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th 

 

mailto:Nov6music@gmail.com
mailto:whmccarter@comcast.net
mailto:mindyarbo@comcast.net
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY  
Sharing our Stories ï Sharing our Faith  

 

 
 

BIBLE STORY:   Luke 18:9 -14 

[9] To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: [10] "Two 

men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector. [11] The Pharisee stood up and prayed about 

himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men -- robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers -- or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast 

twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' [13] "But the tax 

collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 

but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

[14] "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  
 
 

OUR STORY: 
 

 ñWhat does the story about the tax collector and the Pharisee tell you about Gratitude? What did 

the Pharisee's prayer consist of? What does that tell us about him? (18:11-12) What did the tax 

collector's prayer consist of? What do his prayer tell us about him? (18:13).  

 In what ways do Twenty-First Century Christians look down on others? Who are the people we look 

down on? How does this grieve Jesus' heart? How does it injure the cause of Jesus' church?  

 ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ άŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΚ όмуΥфύέ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ 

this? Have you ever been this way yourself? What causes it? What are the symptoms of this 

feeling?  

 Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ άDǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜέ? 

 

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER:  

During this time of prayer, take turns praying aloud, ñThank you, God, for éò and finish the sentence by 

naming one or more things that were mentioned by the group as reasons for gratitude (without mentioning 

any specific names of people).  You can also offer additional ñgratitudesò of your own if you would like.  After 

all have had the opportunity to voice their thanks, the leader will draw the prayer to a close with ñAmen.ò  

 

Novem ber  200 9  Theme é GRATITUDE AND GRACE  
 

ñCome to the table of love.  Feast on the bread of the Lord.  

We are a family, one body in Jesusé  Come to the table of love.ò 

-- Faithsongs pg 62 

 

 Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues,  

but the parent of all the others. 
-  Cicero 

 

In Jesusô day Pharisees were 

members of an exacting party 

of the Jews who believed in 

strictly observing the Law.  

 

The tax collectors, on the other 

hand, followed another law 

entirely -- the law of the 

Roman oppressors.  Extortion 

and threats were part of this 

system. Tax collectors were 

considered the scum of the 

earth. 
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For Further  Reflection :  

 

 If to give  means, in some sense, to give up, to receive  is, in some sense, to be indebted and obligated.  

 If thanks  is, in some sense, a self-giving, gratitude  is, in some sense, a loss of self-autonomy.    

 

The incarnation and the cross tell us how costly it is to give, to receive, and to give thanks. This is the 

opposite of what Bonhoeffer calls "cheap grace" which costs nothing and demands nothing of us. . . The 

receiving of God's grace in Jesus Christ issues in grateful commitment, the cost of giving and thanksgiving 

being offset by the privilege of discipleship. 

--Hugh T. Kerr, ñGrace and Gratitudeò 

 

 

 
When Albert Schweitzer decided to be a "jungle 
doctor," out of other more obvious available 
options, he was following up on an  idea that had 
long germinated in his mind.  
 
"It struck me ," he writes in his autobiography, 
"as incomprehensible that I should be allowed to 
lead such a happy life, while I saw so many 
people around me wrestling with care and 
sufferingé. Then one brilliant morning.., there 
came to me, as I awoke, the thought that I must 
not accept this happiness as a matter of course, 
but must give something in return for it. "  

           ---------------------------------  

       

é [gratitude] is terrifying. The wonder of a 

moment in which there is nothing but an 

upwelling of simple happiness is utterly 

awesome. Gratitude is so close to the bone of 

life, pure and true, that it instantly stops the 

rational mind, and all its planning and plotting. 

That kind of let go is fierc ely threatening. I 

mean, where might such gratitude end?  

                                                                                             

ñ Regina Sara Ryan in Praying Dangerously 

  

 

 

Gratitude is a space we hold in our hearts, a deep and infi nite space that resides quietly within us, 

offering limitless potential to renew our spirits, to accept and forgive imperfection, to unlock the fullness 

of life. Embracing gratitude is a way of being in this world, not simply a seasonal feast or celebratio n. 

Gratitude opens us to moments of grace. If we are intent on and able to remain conscious in the moments, 

we can begin to notice that the flow of grace is continuous, that everything that comes across our path is 

grace. 

--Cyndi Bulka 

We plow the fields and scatter 

The good seed on the land, 

But it is fed and watered 

By Godôs almighty hand. 

He sends the snow in winter, 

The warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes and the sunshine, 

And soft, refreshing rainé 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love. 
 

We thank thee, then, O Father, 

For all things bright and good; 

The seed-time and the harvest, 

Our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer, 

For all thy love imparts, 

And, what thou most desirest, 

Our humble, thankful heartsé 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love. 

Pilgrim Hymnal 460 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  
 NOVEMBER STANDS as a month of pumpkins, 

turkeys, and Thanksgiving festivities.  We remember that 

our great American holiday has its roots in Hebrew Scrip-

tures, in the practice of offering the ñfirst fruitsò of harvest 

to God, whose creativity and grace have given us these 

gifts.  Gratitude is at the center of the spiritual life, helping 

us remember that we are offspring of Godôs wellspring.   

 While autumn is a season of great beauty, it also 

reminds us that change is inevitable.  Change is a part of 

the cycle of life itself.  There seems to be a decline at work 

in November, as summerôs abundance decays toward win-

terôs death.  Yet faced with the inevitable winter, nature 

scatters with amazing abandon the seeds that will bring 

new growth in the spring.  Within the decline, there is a 

seeding for a new future that is taking place.  With eyes 

that are illumined by faith, we can see beyond the surface 

appearance of decline to the myriad of possibilities being 

planted to bear fruit in some season to come.  Autumn re-

minds me that my daily dyings are precursors to new life.  

When I yield to the endless interplay of living and dying, 

dying and living, the life I am given will be real and fruit-

ful, colorful and whole.    

 To do this, I must practice the letting go that leads 

to beginning afresh.  As Joseph Campbell reminds us, ñWe 

must get rid of the life we planned, so as to have the life 

that is waiting for us.ò  Jesus reminds us of this when he 

says, ñUnless a seed fall to the ground and die, it cannot 

bear new fruit.ò   

 There is much discussion in our world about the 

viability of the institutional church as it moves into the 

future.  If we remember that the church is a spiritual com-

munity gathered in the name of Christ to be ñone body with 

many membersò, it may help us to walk illumined by a 

faith that lives out the gospel of Johnôs good news: ñthe 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-

come it.ò  The cycle of change is always with us, but rather 

than fear it or deny it, perhaps we can learn to embrace it 

as a way God is indeed at work in our community and our 

world.  To be open to Godôs possibilities is to let some of 

our own fall away.  

 This autumn, we are thankful for the generosity 

and gratitude of the capital campaign that opened the door 

to the refreshment of our building in all its beauty and the 

hospitality of more accessible bathrooms and other needed 

repairs.   May this remind us of the love we are called to 

have for each other, holding the Christ light for each other 

in the autumnal moments of our lives, gathering together to 

remind each other that ñGod is our only richnessò, and God 

has a future reaching back to us in which love and justice 

are at its center.  May that future give us a hopeful and 

joyous reality in this day!  Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

ðRev. Dr. Ken Orth 

Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

Capital Campaign  

Construction Projects  

 WITH THE PAINTING and carpentry project completed 

on the front facade, work continues on the sanctuary roof replace-

ment, the refurbishing of the Chidley-level bathrooms, and the 

repair of the stained glass.  By the time this issue of the Spire is 

published, the half of the sanctuary roof on the Dix Street side will 

be finished and work will be well underway on the Vine Street 

side.  Notice that extra attention has been paid to the flashings 

against the steeple and the drip edging of the many small surfaces 

around the entryways.  We know that the staging has constricted 

the available parking and apologize for any inconvenience.  

 Perhaps the most obvious project is the creation of a 

handicap accessible bathroom and updating of the Chidley level 

bathrooms.  This work has met with several unexpected hurdles to 

meet with modern building code requirements and proper treat-

ment of asbestos tiles and insulation, but we are past those now 

and are looking forward to being able to use them by the end of 

October.  

 The work on the stained glass windows around the front 

entrances has begun.  You may notice that several of them have 

been removed and temporarily (!) replaced with plywood.  By 

taking the windows completely out, they can be brought to the 

contractor's studio and, after repairing the broken spots, laid flat on 

their workbench and properly sealed and weather-proofed.  That 

work is expected to be completed at the end of November and next 

year we plan to address the remaining windows around the 

church.  

 We continue to receive excellent construction manage-

ment support from Moriarty Associates and architectural support 

from Menders, Torrey, and Spencer and are very appreciative of 

their very meaningful contributions.  In addition, your comments 

and suggestions are always welcome!  

John Fiske 

 for the Capital Campaign Construction Committee 

United Church News  Shifts to the Internet 
 PRINTING OF the United Church News has ended with 

the September/October edition.  Instead of being printed,  all na-

tional UCC publications are  to be found on the Internet and the 

UCC news portal <ucc.org/news>.  

 This change makes for expanded and more timely  com-

munication.  The process is also felt to increase efficiency and to  

save money 

The Women's Christmas Gathering  
is returning! on MONDAY EVENING, 

DECEMBER 7,   in the Tucker and 

Palmer Rooms. "Let Every Heart Prepare 

Him Room." Preparation for  the busy 

season begins here  Take a breath and 

center yourself with inspiration, music, 

friendship and refreshments 

ALL WOMEN INVITED  

 Contact Kris Montgomery at 

 montgomeryk@aol.com or  

Marsha Lamson at 781.721.2188 

Service of Light 
 

A time of renewed 

hope:  

 The annual 

Service of Light  

will be held on 

Thursday, December 

17th at 7 pm in Ripley 

Chapel    Join us for  

candle lighting,  

readings and music. 

December Dates for Your Calendar 

mailto:montgomeryk@aol.com
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