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Come to the

IS

(OOD STEWARIDSHIP

STONE SOUP LUNCH
All are invited to join together for the

Stone Soup Lunch
Sunday, November 22

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2010

AFrom Jesusod6 fullness we al/|l f

OUR STEWARDSHIP THEME this year, which comes from J
1:16, reminds us of the many graces that we receive throughout the ye
God, our Church, and our faith community. In return, we are blessed t
sess and share the resources that God gave us to support this bond of f

It is in this spirit that we ask you to reflect upon your own fulln
and the many graces you have received, to support the stewardship
church. We will touch on this theme during our services every Sunday
ing in late October, supported by a written appeal that you will receive
mail early in November. The campaign will run through Stewardship Su
November 18, and culminate on Pledge Sunday, Novembéf, 2ghen we
request that you respond with your pledge of support.

The support and prayers of members like you make it possible t
tain the ministries and programs of our church, through impactful pro
like our Youth and Adult Christian Education Program, Music, Health M
try, and Outreach Program. Generous support from our membership all
to continue and expand this work, which is as vital today to our Churc
community as it has ever been.

We look forward to a continuing Stewardship dialogue with you
the next month, and are available to review the details of the written ca
nication you will receive in the mail. Please feel free to contact any mg
of the Financial Resources Commission with any questions, requests ¢
ments you may have.

We sincerely thank you for your generous support of the faith

munity that is First Congregational Church of Winchester.

The Financial Resources Commission
Mike Bailey
David Dubard
Doug Clarke
Brian Koss
Rich MacNeille
Nick Troisi
Carl Turissini
Dorothy Zahir

to celebrate our continued giving
In Chidley Hall, right after the service

1 @ Yo8 arelinfitéd ®olbrséime hoBemadé
soup and/or bread, if you can, for this
ohnt r aditi onal and
ar fromme anyway! Contact Vicki Waterbury
0 poatVicki.waterbury@verizon.netr 78%
aith. 721-4760 for information. (There will
ess, be a sigrup sheet at coffee hour soon.)

of the 5685068808 -

start-
in the Share your best photos!
nday, THE FINANCIAL RE-

SOURCES COMMISSION is planning a
celebration of our church community for
0 Ssi®ewardship Sunday. We are collecting
yramscrosssection of photographs to share
iniswith the congregation as part of our ser-
ow<{¢¢ on that day. Please forward your

h aHﬁSt photos (candids would be great)
either electronically to photos@fce

winchester.orgor drop any printed pho-
OV€los or disks off at the church office.
MMbkinted photos and disks will be returned

2Mb@¥on request.
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.
An Open and Affirming Congregation
The Congregation, Ministers to the World
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Summer Shaud, Minister of Christian Education

]

Winchester is a Christian Family |
Ms. Kathleen Zagat®&N, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Welhnr

ol

encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,

First Congregational Church of i
learning and action. |

PASSAGES Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

Mal’riages | —— I E——
Taryn Featherstone R T I B et e e
and Kurt Rosenberger i _ 7 The Spire
were married on June 14, 2009 H We hold in love and prayero; ) _p_
Summer Finnell and Dan Shaud + the many people within our: Your input will hglp us to make
were married on October 3, 2009 . congregation, families, and. the Spire responsive to the needs
Julia Kew and Philip Kehoe . community who are. and interests of our church
were married on October 3, 2009 . undergoing medical, community.
Judith Thompson I imal . L i
P . treatments, facing, The deadline for submissions is

and Christopher Righter H

were married on October 3, 2009 uncertainties, and ~dealing

with loss. God, please be
with them, as well as their|

|
\
\
‘ | the 15th of the preceding month
I |
. ‘ |
Birth © families, friends and? }
\ \
\
|
‘ \
\
\

(i.e., the deadline for the
November Spire is October 15).
Submissions may be made to the
Spire mailbox in the Church
office or via email to

was born on October 7 caregivers during these"ﬂ

\
|

Jameson Porter Sawyer 1 |
1 difficult times. .

to Sharyn and Jay Sawyer.

Jameson, born on his [i"o":"é’::"5’::"c?::"c?::"é’::"c?::"c?::"é’::"@::%°j reddingmed@aol.com.
greatgr andf at her Sawyeﬁwr—so”é.wyr layy
is the grandson PSS == =NVEEVEEINGE
of Susan and John Sawyer. A : ; Ny | . .. !
y)  Ripley Chapelis open [¢f 1 church Office & Ministers 1
Baptisms every SU”:ay moming | Telephone (781729.9180) & |
Tucker Davis Infurna, p.rlorfto the worsh Ip 1 E-mail Contact Information: 1
son of Jennifer and Philip Infurna, service for those who see ] I
was baptized on October 11, 2009. a quiet place for 1 Office Manager: _ I
meditation I Sarah Marino I
. : 1 first.congregational @ 1
In Memoriam == ! verizon.net, ext 10 !
Carolyn C. Grosvenor, 1 _ I
mother of Pam McPherson, : General Messages: :
died on October 3, 2009. Please let us know if you ext. 00 i
Martha B. Hebb . . . 1 Skip skip.waterbury@verizon.nef
died on October 6, 2009. would Ilke to be visited or I ext. 14 1
to receive other support : Judy jarnoldfccw@verizon.net,:
Dur hearts 9o out from the church. We share ext. 23 |
. 1 h il.

of Mrs. Grosvenor and Mrs. Hebb. | YOUT joys and concerns  Summer Sumershaud@ gmil.com
We pray for their comfort. i I ) I
pray and would like to_ help' 1 Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com, |
Call the church office (729 1 ext. 16 I
-9180) or speaktoa | Jane jringfrank@comcast.net |
minister or deacon in : Ken ken.orth@comcast.net :
person. I Brad brad@fcewinchester.org "
- - | ext. 17 1
Have you seen our church| | Gay ggwill@aol.com :
Greet the rising sun on Wednesday website? 1 1
mornings with the Walking Group. Megt . : :
at the church, ready to go at 6:00 ajm, WWW.fcc-winchester.org " "
Conditions permitting, we walk during I I
all seasons. All are welcome! Dogs top. === == 4
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From the Ministry Team i -

Leaves from the Library i -
THERE ARE ALWAYS new books to explore in
our church library. Carol Jones left us a magnificent illus-

OVER THE COURSE OF THE FALL, we have bgg
talking a | ot about AGrace. br?é%tgd ookaboutprar{a%dﬂllggvué urworldc'gtﬁédtkmg tE)ct ok
nCenfcered Jn Graceo and N O Wyear bt Bibfical oueve\}/ondre wht q’tf&e ¢
Gratitude. 0 Our annual st elw WA fikd & uteo |t§0ythe
\r/]wth tT? themg frdom the Gos cémceoflndo B%prepr toI rﬁ edd|n
ave a receirved, grace Uupg ﬁu%ﬁqeebo&onwmc & new o&ésb%&u‘?

about when we speak of Grace? It is a word that those of u
hang out around churches have heard éftand about which wg
may have differing understandings (or no understanding af| al

Definitionally, Grace i
But | think that when we speak of Grace we are attempting t
into a word something of the character of God that is bigger
any single thought or word or phrase. It is a description o
enduring, loving, goodness of God, with which God views
lives in relation with his/her world.

During its brief run on TV, Vicki and | used to enjoy watchjh
the somewhat lighh e ar t ed show, fiJoan of
larly appeared as various unusual people (a homeless man on
bench, a young girl on a play yard swing, etc.) to speak to and
truths to Joan, a high school student. In a very early episode Joan i
tling with accepting the possibility that God is manifesting him/hersej
her. Joan asks for proof and the conversation with God goes som

l'i ke this: Joan demands, i Shd
God says okay and points to a
to?0 God says, AThat tree.
The Lord responds, @AOkay. Letd

| think that this is a great example of Gradie goodness df

God that is all around dsby which we are blessed with the gift of |
itself. God points to a tréebut could as easily have pointed to a n
born baby whose little fingers
fingerd o r a teenaged AGotho with

Etu

i

gy, Love If you enjoy the movie, try the booKOr vice

F)rsa | suppose.)
Even our nursery schodigs contributed so
ré] l}o&gBouHoneg%eGé&es abolit a én rAwhd trravels8 ti

|I|ca to meet her father's second family. fitYou're Angry
:?TH You Know |t preschoolers learn how to deal with their
arﬂﬁj%otions. And we even have our own copysobdnight

0

on, in case you have visiting grandbabies.
g@éyséeasdrgf(l?cémw an J‘mﬁovgllﬂg S@gp&nar wgrb@pd
(Devil, an

=3

Then, if you have older children, you might enjoy a
Harry Potter.

bveal If none of these seems appropriate, well, we all eat,
wiles't we? How about samplirigating in the Light of the

f Moor? Something for everyone, that's our motto....

bthing

w  me some proof . Sh ogwaftfie MoorBi  ac
tree. ?866%'%366n6v\g'at are you p
O Joan exclar ms You call that a

one. 0

RuthPGroy Ys ma ke

o WE ARE a group of women of this church who

@0joy getting together once a month, at 7:30 on a Sunday
night, at discwss gaod baoks| (oryoccasionally, gpoetry @r amo m
mavieh |ISemetotus @re eeguliars,aothers come rarelynwar only T

Grace of God is the foundational bedrock beneath which our humdmesasionally, and newcomers are always welcome!
and ABa tuliure, wiiiMd rfext fe® monthe WP \ililf b discasyifg:

perience is framed
have developed a great sense of power, perhaps even arrogance,
ing all creation because of the many advancements that humanki

made over the ages. We tend to see ourselves as powerful creair

being in control. We take for granted the truly wondrous cre
around us because itodés just al
We . . . tend to forget that all of the wondrous creations of human in

Over

n

gard- November 29th: Olive Kitteridge / Elizabeth
ﬂ%‘ﬁt (Host: Lynne Rahmeier, 39 Thornberry Rd.,
r{nc%ester)

y s Degembeg 13th; The Rowey ofFgraivepessa, i r e
éﬁ@l/le directed by Martin Doblmeier, and optional

ou

ity are created with the basic materials that God provides us, usingfth@ 0 mp a n i oAmish Grace ky:Kraybill, Nolt, and

skills that God provides, with
But every now and then, if we are really lucky, Grace br
through into our consciousness
in our® and we become changed. When Albert Schweitzer deci
be a "jungle doctor," out of other more obvious available options, h

Webwer-Zenchee | | ect that God provides.
aks January 24th:._The Bottom Billion / Paul Collier
and pFetualy 29I THe Gudtfsey TiePatySahd

of Go ¢

‘ﬁﬂgdf’ato Peel Pie SocietyMary Ann Shaffer and Annie

Barrows

following up on an idea that hddng germinated in his mind "It
struck m¢' he writes in his autobiographyas incomprehensib

that | should be allowed to lead such a happy life, while | s %Ble

many people around me wrest
one brilliant morning.., there came to me, as | awoke, the th
that | must not accept this happiness as a matter of coursg
must give something in return for it."

In these moments, gratitudleéhanksgiving becomes

A reminder of the meeting (including its location)
ars in the church bulletin the Sunday before, and the

of, the meeting._Feel free to,contact K ren Roberts

%p 90%3‘ ker ba@fcoemca%trhéit) n‘S)H)J h&ve aﬁ&/ ge.

estions need transportat
aRHt meeting schedule sre available in the downstairs church
lobby.
00060000000

our natural and authentic response to the Grace in which wg live

AAl Il good gifts around us |aAdeltEdlcationf r@m heaven above; T
thank the Lord, O thank thejlor dTHI{_' RdULTaéchomlMttese pI!ing {0 favé an Elev-
: enth Hour onSunday, December Gtlasking a timely ques-

Sk|pWaterburyation: AWhat might a Christia

Program details will come soon..
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E B and donations to the church, and
I Commission UPdates I arranges for manageméortyourfeflacion Chur clhos
endowment and other funds. Recommended lectionary readingg
It takes many people with divers o for
experience, skills and interests and a gr Health Ministry - Pam Budner and Karen NOVEMBER
deal of commitment to support thMartin (Chairs), Cathy Crabtree, Kris
ministries and programs of our Church. Montgomery, Paul Puzzanghera, Sybil November 1
Rchardson (Ceahair, Flowers), Bob Ruth 1-1-8
Officers Shirley and Branda WilhoiteTheHealth ) 1A )
Moderator Tom Kahl Ministry Commission encourages Ps 146; Heﬁ 9'1'11' M;rk 12:2834
Clerk Anne Hoenicke members to enhance their faith by living Ruth 3:1 s_ofig:l?rp 127 or 1
Treasurer David Peretti the connection between wellness and uth 5:2-o, NN s ) or
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell spirituality, both personally and in Kings 17'8_16' P_S 146;
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted ministry to others. Educational offerings Heb 9'2_428'
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli and healthy life style events are offered Mark 12:3844
Historian Bob Stone monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in November 15
Librarian Marjorie Moore mind. 1 Sam 1:420;1 Sam 2:110 or
Bookkeeper  Gay Williams Leadership Development Daniel 12:13; Ps 16; Heb 10:114,
Spire Editor ~ Mike Redding John Mutterperl.. This Commission (15-18), 1925; Mark 13:18
plans and implements programs to November 22
Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care enhance the |eadership skills of person 2 Sam 23;71 Ps 132:112, (1318) or
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carlactive in the church, and seeks to match Daniel 7:910, 1314; Ps 93;
Janice Wllson_, Debra Damren, Chrp eopl eds skills a nld iREV1b8% < ¢ : t h.
Nople, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenlcke, Walté\ 5rious needs of the Church organization. John 18:3337
Ogier and Karen Robert3he Diaconate 1 K \
assists the pastoral team in the spiritu Membership Life & Development November 29 \
care qf thg Church and provides activ Jan Koss and Susan Leathers {Co Jer 33:1416; Ps 25:
administrative leadership. Chairs), Lisa Der, Fred Greene, Pete 1-10; 1 Thes 3:4.3; >
Christian Education Rosenberger, Alice Senko and Vicki| Luke 21:25-36

Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair),
Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Marth
Tucker and Vicki  Waterbury.
Children/Youth Gretchen Clarke (Chair)

Waterbury. The Membership Life and
Development Commission develops
programs to increase Church

membership and to strengthen the life
of the Church.

Terry Marotta, Jodi CollinSkinner and

Cindy Wankowicz Library Committee oytreach

Marjorie ~ Moore. The Education Robin Delurey (Chair), John Crabtree,
Commission facilitates and overse gjgh Kelliher, Diane Lord, Kate
religious education programs for peoplpyzzanghera and Louise Ritenhou3e
of all ages in the Church through thregytreach Commission promotes
committees. The Adult Educatiogpportunities for outreach ministries and

To: All Boards and
Commissions
From: The Church Office
Re: Publications and

Mailings

In order to efficiently process materi-
als submitted to the church office, we
request your attention to the following

Committee, the Children/Youth Educaticgiving by all persons associated with the important deadlines:

Committeeand the Library Committee  church  and oversees

. programs and mission giving of the
Facilities & Personnel church.
Facilities: John Fiske (Chair), Mariannt
Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, RickReeeeeeeeeeeseceosoo,

Forzese, Barry McArdle and Becy CONSTANT CONTACT °
Tellefsen. Personnel Lynne Rahmeiere Si P *

. . gn up to join ouConstanie
(Chair)  Elizabeth ~Cooper Darlene® o0t o mail list directly on ou®

gr(]aékkmen, Ralph Marotta, Alex Rohaf] home page. With Constant Contgct,

Penny Sparrowhe Facilities & ¢ ind f al
Personnel Commission oversees «YOU Can get reminders of speoa

matters of personnel policy and of tge&church events and you can sign:up

care and control ogto teadethecpiteropline. s(Yqurcamn
e Cancel at any time.) °
Financial Resources ° Contact Sarah in the churcIm
Michael Bailey (Chair), Douglas Clark&, office, 781729-9180., or °
David DuBard, Brian Koss, Ricf first.congregational@verizon.net t§
MacNeille,  Nick Troisi, Carl Turissing setit up .

and Dorothy Zahir. FR oversees °
programs to provide financial support 8§ ¢ e e 0o 00000000 0e e oo e®

the outreach

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am

The Spire the 15th, monthly

Inserts three days before
mailing or publication

Please submit to the office your request
for mailings of 50 or more on
Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.
This will leave Thursdays and Fridays
e r tfiyee for bulletin production.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Church Office Hours
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
Monday through Friday

November, 2009
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Our Churchdés Outreach Mi hthesntembers of our oharcheof ap agegso] b | e
ReaCh Ou give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need. Each month, the [Outreac
Commission reports on current service opportunities for you and your family.

Community Concert:

An Evening with Reilly and Maloney
JOIN US in Chidley Hall on Friday, November 6 at 8:00 pm| for
an evening of acoustic music with Reilly and Malon&wo fine voices
two skilled guitars- playing and singing together here in Winchester for
the first time in many years.
Reilly and Maloney appeared on the stage of Chidley Hall| just
about 20 years ago, in a coffeehouse style concert series that was gping on
then. David Maloney is the cousin of our very own Terry Marotta. Terry
first introduced us to this wonderful duo; inviting a crowd of friends to
Club Passim in Harvard Square to listen, resulting in a number of Winches-
ter residents becoming ardent fans.
Reilly and Maloney perform original songs as well as some|fine
covers- all in a finely harmonized style that is warm and expressive. A
portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Woburn Council for Jocial
Ginny Reilly and David Maloney Concern. Email Novémusic@gmail.comor call Karen Lauterwasser [at
781-729-9087 for ticket information.

A LOUD THANK YOU FROM THE HOMELESS KIDZ
THE MASSACHUSETTS COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS is delighted with our overwhelming response to the
school supply drive over the past two months. Although we must now turn our thoughts to turkeys for Pilgrim ChurchvFhanksgi
ing bags of goodies for the food pantries and Chr cogihuesas ¢ i
year round and gifts are always welcome. If the box for school supplies becomes lost in the holiday season shuffkedplease ¢
with the church office or check with Bill McCartethmccarter@comcast.nahd/or Judy Arnold. Your supplies are always wel-
come.

Look for a sale of cakes by the Rite 13 people in November or early December to provide further aid to the homeless kids
and don6t just say fAlet them eat cake. 0 The i ncr ddnsewe-i n f
nue decline have caused a serious crisis in our ability to deal with homeless issues, but extra effort by the pe&téeairntisf
congregations like ours have done much to alleviate the pain. Let us keep up the effort.
0 -Bill McCarter ) o
Christmas Giving Tree

T T T T T T T T T T T e e e e e e 1 During the holiday seaso
Have Your Kids Outgrown it is our churc i on

Their Jungle Gym? vide gifts to some of our neighbol

| |
| |
: |
[ i :
: IS THERE an unused swing set/slide/jungle gym in your in need. In this Advent season o
|
|
|

P ; s | anticipation and preparation for tt
E:\c;l; ?grd. Would you like a needy rprofit child care group to | birth of Christ, you may give in

. . | ways:

| am looking for playground equipment for a number of several we n . .
:Massachusetts child care facilities for disadvantaged kids. Asi({ie 0Ros 1 €0s Pl & afome¥er homeless ¢ e
| from allowing the pickup crew to enter your yard, nothing would Women living with AIDS.

Thanks to the generosity of the Kurban family in Win- |  tree in the Sanctuary on November 29th. Please take one or
| chestertheir cedar play station is now being gleefully used by ¢ more to fulfill a gift wish and replace the ornament with an
I large non profit Brockton child care center where 80% of the famiangel from the basket. Families may wish to combine with
: lies receive financial assistance for this child care. (While the ienOtheFS to fulfill large gift requests.
| ter serviced 00+ kids and has 4 'playgrounds’, they previously had ALL GIFTS MUST BE PLACED UNDER THE
: NO equipment like this.) TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th

| be required of you! ! d Woburn Council of Social Concerii toys for those

| Please contact me, Mindy Arbo (from the Winches- | i n t he Chil drends Progr am.
I'ter Unitarian Society), at 78729-2888 or at my email, I & Germaine Lawrence Schodl a residential treatment

: mindyarbo@comcast.ndt you have some playground equipmént center and school in Arlington Heights for troubled

:you would like to pass along. : adolescent girls

| A RecentChurch Success Story | Giving ornaments will be placed on the Christmas

|

|
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY

Sharing our Stories T Sharing our Faith

Novem ber 200 9 Theme é

We are a family,

Gratitude and Grace

one

GRATITUDE AND GRACE

fiCome to the table of love. Feast on the bread of the Lord.

body in Je:
-- Faithsongspg 62

Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues,
but the parent of all the others.

- Cicero

BIBLE STORY: Luke 18:9-14

[9] To some who were confident of their own righteousness an(
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: [10] "]
men went up to the temgtepray, one a Pharisee and the other :
tax collector. [11] The Pharisee stood up and prayed about
himself: 'God, | thank you that | am not like other membbers,
evildoers, adulterers- or even like this tax collector. [12] | fast
twice a week andige a tenth of all | get.' [13] "But the tax
collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heg
but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinnef
[14] "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home
justified bebre God. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

Il n J e sPhaiseesdverg
members of an exacting party
of the Jews who believed in
strictly observinghe Law.

The tax collectors, on the othe
hand, followed another law
entirely-- the law of the
Roman oppressors. Extortion
andthreats were part of this
system. Tax collectors were
considered the scum of the
earth.

OUR STORY:

e fWhat does the story about the tax collector and the Pharisee tell you about Gratitude? What
the Pharisee's prayer consist of? Whatddhat tell us about him? (18:112) What did the tax
collector's prayer consist of? What do his prayer tell us about him? (18:13).

¢ In what ways do Twentfirst Century Christians look down on others? Who are the people we
down on? How does this gnre Jesus' heart? How does it injure the cause of Jesus' church?

2dzNJ 26y NRIAKG

e 2KIF{O YI1Sa dza aO2yFARSY(l Ay
this? Have you ever been this way yourself? What causes it? What are the symptoms of this
feeling?

e 129 AAd GKAA I &aid2NERe&I o2 dzi

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER:

During this time of prayer, take turns praying aloud, iThank

ADNJ OS

YR DNJI

y 0 uand fiGishdhe seftence by¥ o

naming one or more things that were mentioned by the group as reasons for gratitude (without mentioning

any specific names of people). You can also offer addit i o n a |
all have had the opportunitytov oi ce t heir thanks,

fgratitudeso
t he

o fAftey o

|l eader wi | |

November, 2009
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For Further Reflection :

e Ifto give means, in some sense, to give up, to receive is, in some sense, to be indebted and obligated.
e Ifthanks is, in some sense, a self-giving, gratitude s, in some sense, a loss of self-autonomy.

The incarnation and the cross tell us how costly it is to give, to receive, and to give thanks. This is the
opposite of what Bonhoeffer calls "cheap grace" which costs nothing and demands nothing of us. . . The
receiving of God's grace in Jesus Christ issues in grateful commitment, the cost of giving and thanksgiving

being offset by the privilege of discipleship.

--Hugh T. Kerr, A Gr ac e

We plow the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
ByGodos al mi ghty
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rainé
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.

We thank thee, then, O Father,
For all things bright and good;
The seed-time and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer,
For all thy love impatrts,
And, what thou most desirest,
OQur humbl e,
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.
Pilgrim Hymnal 460

han

t hankf ul

and Gratitude:«

When Albert Schweitzer decided to be a "jungle
doctor," out of other more obvious available
options, he was following up on an idea that had
long germinated in his mind.

"It struck me ," he writes in his autobiography,

"as incomprehensible that | should be allowed to
lead such a happy life, while | saw so many
people around me wrestling with care and
sufferingé. Trdimaming.ntlereb 1
came to me, as | awoke, the thought that | must
not accept this happiness as a matter of course,
but must give something in return for it. "

€ [gratitude] is terrifying. The wonder of a
moment in which there is nothing but an
upwelling of simple happiness is utterly
awesome. Gratitude is so close to the bone of
life, pure and true, that it instantly stops the
rational mind, and all its planning and plotting.
That kind of let go is fierc ely threatening. |
mean, where might such gratitude end?

A Regina Sara Ryan inPraying Dangerously

Gratitude is a space we hold in our hearts, a deep and infi nite space that resides quietly within us,
offering limitless potential to renew our spirits, to accept and forgive imperfection, to unlock the fullness

of life. Embracing gratitude is a way of being in this world, not simply a seasonal feast or celebratio  n.
Gratitude opens us to moments of grace. If we are intent on and able to remain conscious in the moments,
we can begin to notice that the flow of grace is continuous, that everything that comes across our path is

grace.

--Cyndi Bulka

November, 2009
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Capital Campaign
SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT Construction Projects

NOVEMBER STANDS as a month of pumpkins, WITH THE PAINTING and carpentry project completed
turkeys, and Thanksgiving festivities. We remember | haén the front facade, work continues on the sanctuary roof replace-
our great American holiday has its roots in Hebrew S rlpment the refurbishing of the Chidlégvel bathrooms, and the
tures, in the practice of rapdirfoptheistaiged §ldsBy the ftime tisistissue ofuHe Sgiré is o f
to God, whose creativity and grace have given us fhesgiblished, the half of the sanctuary roof on the Dix Street side will
gifts. Gratitude is at the center of the spiritual life, helginge finished and work will be well underway on the Vine Street
us remember that we are f side. Noticentlat éxita affedtidd Ismean eaico the Madshings

While autumn is a season of great beauty, it plsagainst the steeple and the drip edging of the many small surfaces
reminds us that change is inevitable. Change is a pgrt afound the entrywaysWe know that the staging has constricted
the cycle of life itself. There seems to be a decline at yorthe available parking and apologize for any inconvenience.
in November, as summer 0s| ab unHehaps ¢he thesc chyictis grofet dsrtitk cradtion-of a
terdos death. Yet faced [[wHatdizgap ticBegsible baethroont amd updatingvof the €hidley level t
scatters with amazing abandon the seeds that will Rringathrooms.This work has met with several unexpected hurdles to
new growth in the spring. Within the decline, there |5 aneet with modern building code requirements and proper treat-
seeding for a new future that is taking place. With dyement of asbestos tiles and insulation, but we are past those now
that are illumined by faith, we can see beyond the sulfacind are looking forward to being able to use them by the end of
appearance of decline to the myriad of possibilities bing)ctober_
planted to bear fruit in some season to come. Autumjp re- The work on the stained glass windows around the front
minds me that my daily dyings are precursors to newl|lifeentrances has beguriYou may notice that several of them have
When | yield to the endless interplay of living and dyilhg,been removed and temporarily @@placed with plywood. By
dying and living, the life | am given will be real and fryjt- taking the windows completely out, they can be brought to the
ful, colorful and whole. contractor's studio and, after repairing the broken spots, laid flat on

To do this, | must practice the letting go that leadsheir workbench and properly sealed and weagineofed. That
to beginning afresh. As [ Inork ie @xpectde aorh dorapleted at thenehdrofiNdvember, andéde
must get rid of the life we planned, so as to have the| lifgear we plan to address the remaining windows around the
t hat is waiting for us. Off chdrehsus reminds wus of this when
says, #fAUnless a seed fall|l t o Wehentingert® tedeide ercolldnt ebhstuctioni nianagea n
bear new fruit.o ment support from Moriarty Associates and architectural support

There is much discussion in our world about|thérom Menders, Torrey, and Spencer and are very appreciative of
viability of the institutional church as it moves into {hetheir very meaningful contributions.In addition, your comments
future. If we remember that the church is a spiritual gpbmand suggestions are always welcome!
munity gathered in the ngme of Christ to be fAone JdhoRiske Wit

. I p us t cor th\e’ @dpdal Canipdugm monf,tracdon (boynmuteee

many member so, it may h
verUnlted Church News Shlfts to the Internet'

faith that Il ives out the
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
come it.o The cycle of ¢hang®RINTSNGOF theUyited Chirdh Newdass endéduwith r at
than fear it or deny it, perhaps we can learn to embrd etite September/October edition. Instead of being printed, all na-
as a way God is indeed at work in our community andjouional UCC publications are to be found on the Internet and the
worl d. To be open to Gold®G6Cnpwspastal buccloighews>s is to | et some
our own fall away. This change makes for expanded and more timely com-

This autumn, we are thankful for the generofitymunication. The process is also felt to increase efficiency and to
and gratitude of the capital campaign that opened the|dos&ve money
to the refreshment of our building in all its beauty and|fthe
hospitality of more accessible bathrooms and other nggded December Dates for Your Calendar
repairs. May this remind us of the love we are calledl 19, \Women's Christmas Gathering Service of Light
have for each other, holding the Christ light for each d hjg returning! orMONDAY EVENING

in the autumnal moments of our lives, gathering togethgr|tg CEMBER 7 in the Tucker and A time of renewed
remind each other that A .

: = 6 Ohimér Rood! “Let BVBry Heart Plefafe" € Sfofe: @ Njd G
has a future reaching back to us in which love and juptitgin, rRoom.* Preparation fothe busy The annual

are at its center. May that future give us a hopefulffands 5gon begins here Take a breath ang|  Service of Light
joyous reality in this day! Happy Thanksgiving!

it

center yourself with inspiration, music, will be held on

friendship and refreshments Thursday, Decembey

. 8 Rev. Dr. Ken Ortly ALL WOMEN INVITED 17th at 7 pm in Ripley

Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiligte ContactKris Montgomery at Chapel Join us for
montgomeryk@aol.corar candle lighting,

Marsha Lamson at 781.721.2188 readings and music
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