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ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

2009 
ñFor where your treasure is, there your heart will be alsoò  

 

     Our Stewardship theme this year comes from Matthew 6:19, in 

which Christ challenges his disciples to reflect on the treasure they 

value the most ï the higher purpose brought to them through their 

faith in God and their support of His work. 

     Today, this message resonates  more strongly than ever, as we are 

reminded of the importance of our relationships with God, our church, 

and our community and how blessed we are to possess and share the 

resources needed to support this bond of faith. 

     It is in this spirit that we ask you to reflect on the treasures that you 

value, and your continuing stewardship of the church.   We will touch 

on this theme during our services every Sunday starting in late Octo-

ber, supported by a written appeal that you will receive in the mail 

early in November.   The campaign will end on Stewardship Sunday, 

November 23rd, by when we request that you respond with your 

pledge of support. 

     The support and prayers of members like you make it possible to 

sustain the ministries and programs of our church, through impactful 

programs like our Christian Education Program, Health Ministry, and 

Outreach Program.   Generous support from our membership allows 

us to continue and expand this work, which is as vital today to our 

church and community as it has ever been. 

     The Stewardship Campaign is independent of the Capital Cam-

paign, which will fund the revitalization and improvement of our fa-

cilities.    Please plan on supporting your Stewardship of the church 

fully, as a healthy share of your income.   You will have the opportu-

nity to learn more about supporting the Capital Campaign once it be-

gins in early 2009. 

     We look forward to a continuing Stewardship dialogue with you 

over the next month, and are available to review the details of the 

written communication you will receive in the mail.  Please feel free 

to contact any member of the Financial Resources Commission with 

any questions, requests or comments you may have. 

     We sincerely thank you for your generous support of the faith 

community that is First Congregational Church of Winchester. 

 

 Rich MacNeille, for the Financial Resources Commission 

 

  

Some November Highlights 
November 3     Congregational  Meeting 

November 3     Beyond Addiction Series 

November 4     Election Day 

November 12   Global Warming Group 

November 12   Wednesday Bible Study 

November 16   Dinner Dance 

November 23   Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 23   Turn in  grocery bags 

November 23   Turkeys to Pilgrim  

             Church 

November 27   Thanksgiving Day 

November 30   Hanging of the Greens 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip 

 skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

 ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

 

Brad  brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
Baptism: 

Grace Wilhoite,  

daughter of Branda Wilhoite  

and Randy Wilhoite,  

was baptized  

on October 12, 2008. 

 
In Memoriam: 

Merton Ober 

 died on October 6, 2008.   

He was the father 

of Judith Ober, Merily Swanson,  

 Patricia Barr and 

 the late Carol Anne Ober. 

 
We pray for comfort  

for all of his family and friends  

as they mourn his loss.. 

 

 

Praying 

It doesnôt have to be  

the blue iris, it could be 

weeds in a vacant lot, or a few  

small stones; just  

pay attention, then patch  

 

a few words together and donôt try  

to make them elaborate, this isnôt  

a contest but the doorway  

 

into thanks, and a silence in which  

another voice may speak. 

 

ðMary Oliver 

Cause   

for Celebration  
Mary Brink  

will be 90 years old  
on November 18th  
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE 
JOURNEY  

(A Continuation of  Holy Conversations 

Dialogue for 2008 ï 2009) 

Centering Theme for November:  

GRATITUDE AND GRACE  

JOIN US IN WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY!! 

 

November 2 ï ñA BANQUET FOR SINNERSò ï Communion  

  ñI have come to call not the righteous but sinners to   

   repentance.   -- Luke 5:27-32ò 

November 9 ï ñREMEMBER WHO YOU AREò 

     ñThere was a man who had two sons . . .ò  ð Luke 13:11-24 

November 16 ï ñòEXTRAVAGANT OPPORTUNITYò  

ï  Stewardship Sunday 

          ñWell done, good and trustworthy servant; é enter into the joy of 

   your masterò ð Matthew 25:14-30 

November 23 ï ñRESPONDING TO GRACEò ï Thanksgiving Sunday/

   Pledge Sunday  

       Worship the Lord with gladness . . . 

  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. 

                ð Psalm 100 

 

Centering Theme for Advent:  
 ñO COME, O COME EMMANUELò 

November 30 ï First Sunday in Advent:  PREPARE!! 

   ï ñHanging of the Greensò  

 

Pastoral Team Letter  
DEAR FRIENDS, 

 LAST SUMMER, WHEN OUR LIT-

TLE  FRIEND AUTUMN, AGED SIX,  WAS 

visiting we spent a lot of time playing catch.  Iôd 

throw the ball carefully to her making sure she 

could catch it easily.  She concentrated very hard 

on catching ï biting her tongue as she watched 

the ballôs trajectory, beaming with delight at 

each successful catch. 

 When she threw it back, however, it 

came in a wild and unpredictable way.  Iôd have 

to leap into the air to catch it.  Sometimes Iôd 

twist around and catch the ball backwards.  

Sometimes, Iôd lunge wildly to the side and stick 

my arm out ï amazing myself as I managed to 

grab the ball seconds before our cocker spaniel 

did.   Again and again, I would perform these 

feats of athleticism only to turn and find Autumn 

passively waiting for me to throw to her again. 

  ñHow about that?ò Iôd prompt. 

 ñAnd, Arnold makes an incredible 

catchò Iôd commentate. 

 If she responded at all, it was only with 

a brief (and probably phony) smile.  Nothing I 

did amazed her.  As far as she was concerned, 

everything was easy and usual for me.  Her fo-

cus was on whether she caught the ball or not, 

any amazement she felt was reserved for that.  

LeBron James himself couldnôt have impressed 

her. 

 Reflecting on that experience, I won-

dered if maybe this is the way God feels.  Ar-

rayed before us are all the wonders of the uni-

verse: star-strewn skies, trees aflame with or-

ange leaves, frogs, flowers, friends, family, com-

munity, the human brain and the divine heart.  

Everywhere we look are amazing things; but we 

are focused on our task and donôt notice them.  

And maybe thatôs the human experience ï ac-

cepting Godôs miracles as if they are ordinary, 

simple, predictable.  November is the month of 

Thanksgiving, when we try to lift our heads up 

from our tasks and look and see and allow our-

selves to be amazed.  Itôs a good feeling to get 

the attention off our own progress and onto 

Godôs perfection. 

 As I write this letter, weôve had another 

wild day on the Stock Market.  The election is 

still a few weeks off. Thereôs no telling what the 

world will look like when you read this.  But I 

can predict that if you cultivate gratitude, if you 

focus on the ordinary miracles, there will be less 

to fear and more to celebrate.  May your eyes be 

open with gratitude this Thanksgiving.  

 

For the Ministry Team in love and gratitude, 

              Judy 

 

CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY:  

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY!!  
NOW ñCONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEYò, OUR CONTINUA-

TION of our Holy Conversations dialogues for 2008-2009, has its own 

blog, where you can post your responses to the monthôs theme and read 

other FCC responses.  This is a private blog, which means that only mem-

bers and friends of First Congregational Church who have been registered 

as contributors can read whatôs posted and add their own comments if they 

choose.  

Interested in participating in the Blog? 

E-mail Carol Jones at isisghound@yahoo.com and she will send an 

ñinvitation to joinò to your e-mail address.  Once invited, you can register 

with Google using a password you create and youôll be able to access the 

ñConversations on the Journeyò Blog, read whatôs there, and post your own 

stories and comments if youôd like. 

SECOND WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  BIBLE STUDY RETURNS  

To the second Wednesday.  We meet at 7:00 and end promptly at 8:30 pm.  

In November, we will meet on the 12th and look at Luke 17:7-17 and think 

about gratitude as we approach Thanksgiving.  Come join us! 

 

LEAVES FROM THE LIBRARY  

THE LATEST ON OUR SHELVES: ADDICTED TO HURRY, by Kirk 

Byron Jones.  If you heard Dr. Jones speak at our church on October 5  (or 

even if you werenôt able to make it), you might want to contemplate his 

writing. 

mailto:isisghound@yahoo.com


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Julianne Zimmerman, Head Deacon; Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page Joe Carter, Steve 
Haggett, Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, 
Chris Noble and Meg Shin  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Martha 

Tucker and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke, Terry 

Marotta and Thomie Tucci (Co-chairs), 

MaryEllen Eagan and  Cindy Wankowicz 

.Library Committee: Marjorie Moore. The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities:Joe Bianco, Marianne Carter, 

Tom Dunn, John Fiske (Chair), Jon Galli, 

Bob Lord, Barry McArdle, Andy 

McKinley and Paul Richardson. 

 

Personnel: Darlene Heikkinen, Lynne 

Rahmeier  (Chair), Alex Rohall and Penny 

Sparrow.   The Facilities & Personnel 

Commission oversees all matters of 

personnel policy and of the care and 

control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (Chair), Michael Bailey,  
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Rich 
MacNeille, Peter Manning,   Nick Troisi,  
Carl Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 

Commission UPdates  

donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Laura Bryan, Pam 
Budner,(Co-chair), Cathy Crabtree, Karen 
Martin (Co-chair), Kris Montgomery, 
Cindy Mutterperl,  Sybil Richardson (Co-
chair, Flowers), Kathryn Scholl, Bob 
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite..                         
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (Co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.    This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Lisa Der, Fred Greene, Janet Hall, 
Heather Harris, Suzanne Kahl (Chair), 
Christin Manning, Barbara Rinn and 
Vicki Waterbury.  The Membership Life 
and Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach   John Crabtree, Robin 
Delurey, Nancy Howley, Bruce 
Lauterwasser (Chair), Anne Leiserson,  
Diane Lord,  Maryann McCall-Taylor, 
Carol Moriarty and Melanie Zioze.  The 
Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

      

In order to efficiently process 

materials submitted to the church 

office,  we request your attention to 

the following important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or          

  publication 

 

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

For your reflection  

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for  

NOVEMBER 

November 2 

Josh 3:7-17; Ps 107:1-7, 33-37 or  

Mic 3:5-12; Ps 43 

1 Thess 2:9-13 Matt 23:1-12 

November 9 
Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps 78:1-7 or 

Wisd of Sol 6:12-16 and Amos 5:18-

24; Wisd of Sol 6:17-20 and Ps 70;  

1 Thess 4:13-18; Matt 25:1-13 

November 16 

Judg 4:1-7; Ps 123 or  

Zeph 1:7, 12-18; Ps 90:1-8 (9-11), 12. 

 1 Thess 5:1-11  Matt 25:14-30 

November 23 

Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps 100 or Ezek 

34:11-16, 20-24; Ps 

95:1-7a; Eph 15-23; 

Matt 25:31-46 

November 30 

First Sunday of 

Advent 
Isa 64:1-9; Ps 80:1-7, 

17-19 

1 Cor 1:3-9  Mark 13:24-37 

 

The Church Office Hours 

are 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday. 
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 Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

 

Reach Out!  

 

           Help Needed for Meals on Wheels 
     CAN YOU HELP DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS?  Church 

Women United covered one Thursday a month, but it has dis-

banded.  Now we are hoping to find a person or a team to deliver 

eight to ten meals on Thursdays between 10:30 am and 12:00 

noon. 

     Please contact Carol Moriarty, 781-729-8885, or at 

ccmoriarty@aol.com, 

 if you can help. 

The Little Red Wagon 
     CAN YOU HELP TAKE THE ñLITTLE RED WAGONò 

food donations to area pantries such as The Woburn Council 

of Social Concern?  Please call Bruce Lauterwasser at 781-

729-9087. 

     Also, if you are putting the Little Red Wagon on your gro-

cery shopping list and would like to know what to get, please 

look on the back page for the Area Pantries ñwish listò.  Every 

item makes a difference. 

ANOTHER PIECE OF THE ñCONVERSATIONò é 

Milton Brasher-Cunningham, a former member of our church, writes a regular blog called Donôt Eat Alone: Thoughts on Food, 

Faith, Family and Friends.  He recently posted some thoughts about love and Christian Community and David Weir felt they fit right 

into our own ñconversation.ò  Dave has suggested that we share part of Miltonôs column in the SPIRE.  You can go to Miltonôs blog, 

ñDonôt Eat Aloneò to read the full column.  
     TUESDAY NIGHT WE HAD OUR ñEXPANDEDò CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, WHICH HAPPENS A COUPLE OF 

times a year and includes not only the chairs but also everyone on the various boards and committees. Iôve been asked to be a deacon 

for the coming year, so I was also asked to attend the meeting. I arrived late because I work evenings. By the time I got there, the 

various groups were finishing up their individual times and were gathering back together to report. We have the same committees as 

most churches: trustees (building and grounds), finance, Christian education, Christian service (outreach), deacons, and a couple of 

others I canôt remember right now. We also deal with many of the same issues as most churches: how to meet the budget, how to 

take care of the buildings, how to care for our membership, how to reach others. As I listened to the reports, comments, and ques-

tions, I thought, ñThis is what love looks like in public.ò 

é For some of those calling the church into this new century, the kind of meeting we shared Tuesday night is an easy target. The 

world is dying and weôre sitting around talking about what color to paint the hallways. Jesus didnôt call his disciples to bog down in 

those kind of details. Committee meetings become, then, the incarnation of complacency and spiritual shortsightedness. Rise up, ye 

men and women of God; be done with lesser things. 

     Those who know me also know Iôm not a particular fan of meetings and I came away inspired by our time together last evening, 

not because of the particulars of any committee report as much as how we treated one another: we looked like love in public. If we 

cannot prove faithful to do justice and love kindness and walk humbly with God when we are discussing the regular on goings of our 

congregation, how can we expect to emerge as anything close to who Jesus calls us to be when it comes to the grander gestures? 

     In the day to day of church life we have theé chance to tighten the bonds and incarnate Godôs love to one another. I saw it last 

night in our meeting where listening held a greater value than speaking, affirmation was more important that being adversarial and 

kindness was the theme. To live out our love in public is to realize if we can be faithful in these lesser things, then we will emerge as 

true followers of Jesus. Let us not be done with them; let us infuse them with hope and grace and meaning. 

     Man -- the gospel according to committee meetings.  

 

     Who knew? 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARY BRINK, WHO  

CELEBRATES HER 90TH BIRTHDAY ON NOVEMBER 18. 
     Mary served for many years as a Town Meeting member and chaired the Winchester 

School Committee.  She was the first woman to serve on the Board of Deacons of this 

church, from 1975 - 1978.  Her husband, Gunner, served on the Property Committee and 

all of their children, (Mike, Carol, Dan, Rick, and Bill) were active in Forum.  Mike and 

Janet Keppler were married here in 1965 and their son Scott was baptized here.  Carol 

was ordained in this church in 1980.  Grandson Tim and Erinôs children, Tyler and De-

laney, were baptized here recently.  Maryôs children, daughters-in-law, eight grandchil-

dren and spouses and four great-grandchildren will gather to celebrate her special day.  

Cards can be sent to Mary at 33 Samoset Rd, Winchester, MA 01890.  

WINCHESTER MULTICULTURAL  

NETWORKôS ANNUAL POT LUCK 

     Enjoy food and friends from all over 

the world at the Multicultural Networkôs 

Ninth Annual International Pot Luck 

Supper on Sunday, November 2nd at 

5:30 p.m. in Chidley Hall. Bring a main 

dish, salad, or vegetable from your culture 

to share and meet your neighbors from 

around the world. Desserts and beverages 

will be provided. There will be a raffle of 

gift certificates and items from local stores, 

craft activities for children, and entertain-

ment by children from the Rita OôShea 

Academy of Irish Dance.  All are welcome!  

For more information or to sugn up, call the 

Multicultural Network office at 781-729-

7100 or email office@wmcn.org.  
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 SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT   
              November ushers in for us the season of Thanksgiving.  Our Puritan forebears 

established here in New England the ritual of giving thanks, for they understood that all 

things come to us from our Creator.  Gratitude is a choice.  The foundation of the spiritual 

life is said to be gratitude.  The experience of being grateful for life itself as a gift can be 

difficult in our consumer-driven culture.  Much of what surrounds us tries to sell us on 

what we ñreallyò need to be complete or whole or healed.  The very experience of life 

itself can be overlooked when we are bombarded by what we lack rather than what we 

have.  Perhaps we can use our volatile economy and credit crunch as an opportunity to re-

examine what is most valuable in our lives and for what we are truly grateful.  Can we 

practice being ñrich toward Godò, as one of Jesusô parables reminds us?  

 The practice of gratitude asks us to see each other and ourselves with new eyes.  

Godôs reign breaks in on us when we accept with 

breathless humility Godôs acceptance of us and one an-

other as Godôs own crea-tion, like a good parent wel-

comes and accepts the newborn child.  To live in this 

reign is to base our lives on Godôs universal love.  It is 

to release our attempts to live apart from the One whose 

love is life itself in all its abundance.  Seeing, tasting, 

touching, smelling, hear- ing all of creation as a gift 

changes us as our aware- ness grows.  

 From Godôs side, the reality is always grace.  

From our side, the call is cooperation with that grace.  This is not our weary capitulation, 

but our cessation of either self-justification or self-condemnation.  This does not diminish 

us but we find our true selves dwelling in this foundation of Godôs love.  We find our true 

home in this new creation God gives to us freely and fully as a precious gift.  

 To live in this world of gratitude as our first choice is to welcome and work 

through differences.  This is a difficult task as we struggle to live together in community.  

In our disagreements over values, we are asked to examine what we believe to be true, 

right, and important.  In our diversity of experience, we are challenged to look beyond 

where life is most familiar to us and allow for other experiences to inform us.  In our divi-

sions born of injury, we acknowledge imbalances of power and feelings of victimization 

that arise without being consumed by them.  All of these can cause us to fear the loss of 

our ñessentialò selves.  Thus we struggle to release each of these identities as our primary 

one.  

 In our gratitude for Christôs love and acceptance of us, we realize that we are not 

renouncing our distinctiveness but simply no longer identifying ourselves only with the 

lesser attributes by which we are otherwise known.  Instead we identify ourselves with 

Christ and in that love and acceptance take on the attributes of Jesus.  Philippians 2: 5-11 

is thought to be one of the earliest hymns the Christians sang in gathering together:  ñhave 

this mind among you, that was also in Christ Jesus, who, although he found himself to be 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a servanté.ò  

 So, in gratitude, we do not exploit this unconditional love and acceptance of us 

by God, to whom Jesus reconciled us, but we can empty ourselves and be open for loving 

and serving, needing neither to self-justify or self-condemn, but simply to live from the 

well-spring of love God has given to us.  It is in this fullness of grace we receive our true 

identity.  Here we are allowed to claim our differences, as long as we donôt let our differ-

ences claim us.  For the first claim upon us is this great love and acceptance from which 

all of our choices flow, constantly being renewed by this fountain of love that ushers forth 

from God to us.  Here we find the power to offer each other the love given to us first.  

Here we live out the continual rejoicing, the gentleness born of Godôs nearness, the calm 

and thankful spirit of peace that God offers us.  We are continually refreshed at Godôs 

fountain of love.  May we practice gratitude every day, rejoicing in our community whose 

identity is also based upon Godôs love.  May we give one another and ourselves room to 

explore this new identity that Jesus has given us.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 

  

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

  

ñPerhaps we can use our 

volatile economy and 

credit crunch as an op-

portunity to re-examine 

what is most valuable in 

our lives and for what we 

are truly grateful.ò 

Thank you  
 

Dear Church Family, 

What a pleasure it was to have several 

delicious meals delivered to me the 

week after my recent fall.  I want you 

to know how much I appreciate the 

love and care of my church family.  

Thank you.  It means so much. 

               Mary Brink 

 

Jean Mortensen and her family thank 

the many members and friends of the 

Church who have helped them during 

Jeanôs several recent hospitalizations 

by countless gifts of  food, cookies, 

flowers, cards, visits, and messages 

by e-mails, note, card and carrier pi-

geon.  Jeanôs health is steadily im-

proving, and the support of the 

Church has been an important con-

tributor to that.  Many thanks. 

      David Mortensen 

 

Stone soup 

lunch  
November 23rd  

PLEASE MARK YOUR  calendars 

for our annual Stone Soup Lunch, fol-

lowing the service on November 23rd.  

Donations of homemade soup and 

breads are needed.  Come enjoy fel-

lowship and a delicious lunch! 

The platypus  

group    

     THE PLATYPUS GROUP,  AN 

inclusive set of men of many religious, 

philosophical and political persua-

sions, meets for informal coffee each 

Wednesday morning from 8:30 a.m. 

until 9:30 a.m. in the Henry Room. 

     Why call ourselves the Platypus 

Group?  Because several of us have 

read "Plato and a Platypus walk into a 

bar",  a humorous attempt to teach 

Philosophy 101 via jokes.  We have no 

predetermined agenda, but come ready 

to talk about whatever issues are on 

o u r  s e v e r a l  m i n d s . 

     All men who enjoy undisciplined 

rambling profundities are cordially 

invited to participate. 

Happy  

Thanksgiving  
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Calendar 

 

 
NOVEMBER 2008 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

Deacon/Team Retreat/Meredith, New 

Hampshire 

JUST PEACE SUNDAY 

9:00 AM  Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

10:00 AM  Rite 13 Class 

10:00 AM  WORSHIP -- "The 

Compassionate Life" 

10:15 AM  Church School Classes 

11:15 AM  Junior Choir 

4:00 PM  Sounds of Grace Hospice 

Choir 

5:00 PM  J2A Opening Celebration 

7:30 PM  FORUM 

7:30 PM  Ruth Group  

27 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

28 

12:30 PM  Touchstones -- 

"Healing the Hurried 

Spirit" Series 

7:00 PM  "Beyond 

Addiction" Series -- 

"Youth, Vulnerability and 

Addiction" 

7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

29 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:30 AM  Team Meeting 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

30 

7:30 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

31 

 
HALLOWEEN -- Don't 

Forget to Trick-or-

Treat for UNICEF!! 

Watch for the orange 

UNICEF boxes. 

1 

 

 

2 

CENTERING THEME FOR NOVEMBER: 

"Gratitude and Grace" 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Grocery bags for BCH Food Pantry 

Distributed 

9:00 AM  Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

10:00 AM  Rite 13 Class 

10:00 AM  WORSHIP/COMMUNION -- 

"A Banquet for Sinners" 

10:15 AM  Church School 

Classes/Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

11:15 AM  Junior Choir 

11:30 AM  Adult Education Committee 

7:30 PM  FORUM 

7:30 PM  Men's Group 

3 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

4 

 
7:00 PM  "Beyond 

Addiction" Series -- 

"Understanding the 

Addicted Brain" 

7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM  Worship 

Committee 

5 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:30 AM  Team Meeting 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

7:30 PM  Children/Youth 

Committee 

7:30 PM  Deacons 

6 

7:30 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

7 

Judy away until Nov. 

11 

8 

9 

Grocery bags for BCH Food Pantry 

Distributed 

9:00 AM  Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

10:00 AM  Rite 13 Class 

10:00 AM  WORSHIP -- "Remember 

Who You Are" 

10:15 AM  Church School 

Classes/Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

11:15 AM  Junior Choir 

7:30 PM  FORUM 

10 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

11 

 
7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM  Outreach 

Commission 

12 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:30 AM  Staff Meeting/Spire 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

7:00 PM  Second Wed. Bible 

Study 

7:30 PM  Facilities Commission 

7:30 PM  Global Warming 

Group 

7:30 PM  Personnel 

Commission 

13 

12:00 PM  MBA 

Sector Meeting 

2:30 PM  Tea at The 

Gables 

7:30 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

14 15 

 

 
SPIRE Deadline for 

December  

5:15 PM  The Dwelling 

Place 

16 

Grocery bags for BCH Food Pantry 

Distributed 

9:00 AM  Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

10:00 AM  Rite 13 Class 

10:00 AM  WORSHIP/STEWARDSHIP 

SUNDAY -- "Extravagant Opportunity" 

10:15 AM  Church School 

Classes/Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

11:15 AM  Junior Choir 

11:30 AM  11th Hour -- RECLAIMING 

CHRISTMAS 

5:00 PM  Dinner Dance 

17 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

18 

7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

19 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:00 AM  Team Retreat 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

7:30 PM  Council on Ministries 

Meeting  

20 

7:30 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

21 22 

23 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Cherub Choir Sings 

Grocery Bags Returned 

Turkeys to Pilgrim Church 

9:00 AM  Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

9:20 AM  Cherub Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 AM  Rite 13 Class 

10:00 AM  WORSHIP/PLEDGE 

SUNDAY -- "Responding To Grace" 

10:15 AM  Church School Classes 

11:30 AM  "Stone Soup" Lunch 

24 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

25 

7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

26 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:30 AM  Team Meeting 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

27 

 

28 29 

30 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

CENTERING THEME FOR ADVENT and 

CHRISTMAS: "O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel"" 

PREPARE!! for God is about to break 

into our lives!  

10:00 AM  INTERGENERATIONAL 

WORSHIP -- "HANGING OF THE 

GREENS" 

7:30 PM  FORUM 

7:30 PM  Ruth Group  

1 

7:15 PM  

Carilloneers 

2 

7:30 PM  Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM  Worship 

Committee 

3 

6:00 AM  Walking Group 

8:30 AM  Men's Coffee 

9:30 AM  Team Meeting 

1:00 PM  Knitting Group 

7:30 PM  Children/Youth 

Committee 

7:30 PM  Deacons 

4 

7:30 PM  Choir 

Rehearsal 

5 6 

City Mission Society 
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 Sundays 

Journey to 

Adulthood 
9:00 am. 

Rite 13 
10:00 am. 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 pm 

YOUTH GRADES  
AND ACTIVITIES : 

Forum ï high school 

Ski trip ï 7th and up 

Rite 13 ï 6th and 7th 

J2A ï 8th and 9th 

Mission Trip ï high school 

Youth Sunday Overnight ï  

7th and up 

 (juryôs still out on 6th) 

Turkeys to Pilgrim Church .  

NO, IôM NOT REFERRING TO THE 

Youth, Iôm talking about the offering the 

Youth bring to Pilgrim Church every 

year on the Sunday before Thanksgiving:  

Turkeys, donated by church members.  

We will gather them up and head to Dor-

chester after worship (and soup) on No-

vember 23rd.  Pilgrim runs a neighbor-

hood food pantry and hopes to provide 

enough turkeys to their clients so that 

everyone can celebrate that national day 

of thanks.  Pilgrim also runs a shelter for 

men who are struggling with additions.  

On our visit, we always learn more about 

Pilgrimôs ministry to the homeless, their 

plans for the future and tour the church 

and shelter.  Sign up in the church lobby to help with the delivery (required for Ski 

Trip participants) or to offer your help as a driver. 

YES, OUR WINTER WEEKEND INVOLVES A  

water slide AND skiing.  The dates are January 23 

through January 25th.  Weôll be going again to the 

CocoKey Water Park at the Sheraton Ferncroft Re-

sort in Danvers.   There is also a fitness center where 

kids can go if accompanied by an adult.  Skiers will 

go to Gunstock for the day Saturday.   As we always 

do on these weekends, we will gather for discussion and worship. 

 Watch your mail for details about sign up, costs and required church activi-

ties.  And mark your calendar for January 23rd  

RUTH GROUP  
     WE ARE A GROUP OF WOMEN OF THIS CHURCH WHO ENJOY 

getting together once a month, at 7:30 on a Sunday night, to discuss good 

books.  Some of us are regulars, others come rarely or occasionally ï and new-

comers are always welcome.  Here are books and meeting dates for the next 

few months, including the location of our November meeting: 

   

November 30:  A Good Man Is Hard to Find and Other Stories by Flannery  

OôConnor 
(Host: Karen Roberts, 3 Kenilworth Rd., Winchester)   

 

December 14:  Poetry night, when we traditionally bring along a favorite 

poem, maybe two poems, or a bit of prose to share. 

 

 January 25:  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier  

 by Ishmael Beah 

 

Contact Karen Roberts at 781-729-0518 or kerob@comcast.net if you have 

any questions or need a ride. 

 

   We hope you can join us! 

BE GREEN!!!  
             DID YOU KNOW THAT THIS  

issue of ñThe Spireò is available for 

download on our website? By reading the 

Spire online, you can save paper, energy, 

and money. You will also receive the 

information a week in advance. Plus you 

can email it to your friends and 

neighbors. In the near future, you will be 

able to sign up to receive the Spire deliv-

ered directly to your Inbox. In the mean-

time, please call or email the office if you 

no longer need the paper copy of ñThe 

Spireò delivered to your mailbox.   

 

Thank you, 

Sarah Marino  

781-729-9180 

first.congregational@verizon.net 

JUNIOR CHOIR SINGERS 

AND YOUTH SINGERS 
     Rehearsals will be after Church on 

Sundays November 2nd, 9th and 16th 

from 11:15 am to 12 noon.  Weôll sing in 

Church on Thanksgiving Sunday, No-

vember 23rd.  (Weôll meet that morning 

at 9:10 in the sanctuary.) 

       ðMrs. Wankowicz 

mailto:kerob@comcast.net
mailto:first.congregational@verizon.net
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

ñThere is another thing about the emptiness: there is a fullness to it.  Somewhere during the time of being empty, I try to receive 

the refreshing infilling of Godôs unconditional love and acceptance.ò 

        ðRev. Kirk Byron Jones 

Touchstones ,  IS A WEEKLY WOMENôS WELLNESS AND FAITH FORUM INTERESTED IN ISSUES OF 

FAITH, SPIRITUALITY AND HEALTH.  WE MEET ON TUESDAYS FROM 12;30 TO 2:00 PM IN THE PALMER 

ROOM.  ALL ARE WELCOME.  PLEASE INVITE YOUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY FRIENDS.  

Remedies for the Journey  
     You may wonder why Deb and I have selected such diverse 

topics for November.  The answer is awarenessðexpanded and 

mindful awarenessðof  the essence of healing.  To deepen our 

insights, we will explore two modalities: Alcoholics Anony-

mous,  which offers a twelve- step spiritual journey for addic-

tion recovery;  and homeopathy, which offers remedies 

to balance the life force.  Homeopathy is focused on the person 

rather than the disease.  We hope that you will join us and add 

your voice to the inquiry!                                                   

           Kathleen Zagata, Health Minis-

ter  

 

 

November Schedule 
November 4    NO MEETING 

November 11    What is AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)?  What 

are the 12 steps?  What makes it a spiritual path?  This will be an 

informational session with  a guest speaker from the AA Central 

Service Committee. 

Nov 18    Homeopathic Healing We look forward to welcoming 

guest speaker: Deb Hazelton, who is a Homeopathic Practitioner 

in Vermont.. 

November 25    No meeting 

TEA AT THE GABLES  

HOSTED BY THE HEALTH MINISTRY  
JOIN US FOR  

FELLOWSHIP AND 

CONVERSATION  

ON THURSDAY,  

NOVEMBER 13TH 

AT 2:30 PM.  

  FOR DETAILS OR 

A RIDE, 

 CALL 781-729-9180 

 EXT: 16        

 

Healing Touch 

Seminar Sessions 

on October 3 and 4   
 

Suzy Reno experiences 

first-hand the power of 

touch at the October 

workshops, which 

were held at FCC, on 

Healing Touch in  

Ministry 

From the Adult Education Committeeð- 
Are you overwhelmed by the materialism of the holidays?  By the 

ñmust-haveôsò and ñmust-doôsò of the season? By the challenges of 

honoring your own family, your family of origin, or your blended fami-

lies?  By loss or economic stress? 
�³�5�H�F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�´ 

   Join us Sunday, November 16th at 11:30 a.m. in the Palmer 

Room for conversation, resources, and refreshments. 

Sponsored by the Adult Education Committee 

Come to share your holiday frustrations and constructive suggestions 

for putting the spirit back into our holidays  

from Thanksgiving through Christmas. 

Happy  
Thanksgiving  

Beyond Addiction 

 Series Continues 
Topic: The Addicted Brain 

Monday, November 3rd 

7:00 pm in the Palmer Room 

 

PBS Video Program  

and Discussion 

Explore cutting edge develop-

ments in the biochemistry of  

addiction and addictive behavior. 


