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In This Issue: 

 

 

Reawakening 
Join Us in Blessing Our Holy Conversations. 

 

During our services on Sunday, November 5th, we will be celebrating 

the receipt of our Holy Conversations Final Report, ―Reawakening.‖  

During the service, we will offer a special blessing, acknowledge the 

efforts of the Holy Conversations Committee and honor the vision de-

scribed in the report.  This special time will also mark an important 

transition in our Holy Conversations journey – that from describing a 

new vision to beginning to live into it together. 

 

As described in the report, ―we have been on an amazing Holy Conver-

sations journey together – a holy journey of inquiry about our under-

standing of our identity as a faith community, our sense of purpose and 

our relationship with God.‖  The new vision contained in the report 

represents the ―distillation‖ of two years of these conversations and 

prayers among us all, as members of our faith community.  Since its 

release last April, we have had the opportunity to read the report, dis-

cuss it and begin the process of absorbing it – the beginnings of living 

into a new vision.  As we make this transition, we’ll continue our con-

versations and, no doubt, further clarify our vision.  Entering this next 

phase of our journey together, I am reminded of something I wrote in a 

letter to our community last April: 

 

―If the broader congregation and Church leadership share our 

vision, then changes to our ―institution,‖ including our pro-

grams, ministries, etc. are very likely, if not inevitable.  These 

will emerge as we begin to live into our new vision.  Once we 

begin moving down some new paths in new ways, we believe it 

is likely that these changes will naturally evolve from that 

which we already have in place.  Taken in this context, then, 

this report doesn’t represent an end, but a beginning.  In fact, as 

we describe in our report, we think we have already begun!‖ 

 

We look forward to celebrating a new beginning on November 5th and 

hope that you will join us. 

Check it out— 

 

See pages 5 and 6, 12 and 13, for a 

comprehensive description of the 

work of the Outreach Commission. 

 

Save the date—November 5’s  Good 

Books discussion (page 3). 

 

See you at the Harvest Fair, on  

November 18th!  



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C. 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

c o mmu n i t y  who  a r e 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

families ,  fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
 

Marriages 

 

Atissa Banuazizi and 

Chandler Rosenberger 

were married on August 26th 

in Barnard, VT. 

Chandler, who was baptized and con-

firmed in this church, is the son  

of Constance and Peter Rosenberger. 

 

Kristine Marie Pfeiffer and 

Michael Neal Enes, Jr. 

were married on  

September 30. 

 

Baptisms 

 

Ryan Vincent Azzara, 

Son of Linda and Vincent Azzara, Jr. 

 

Scarlett Elizabeth Gobes, 

Daughter of Michael and Vanessa Gobes 

 

In Memoriam 

 

With sympathy, we report the deaths of the 

following.  Our hearts go out  

to their loved ones in this time of grief. 

 

Charles (Don) Stebbins, 

 husband of Betty 

 

Dory, sister of Mary Brink 
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Pastoral Team Letter  

 

Dear Friends: 

 

In mid-October as we were heading into a mid-term elec-

tion it seemed that the world had gone haywire – if such 

a whimsical word can be applied to scandals and corrup-

tion in Congress and board rooms.  As David Brooks of 

the NY Times is fond of pointing out, it seems our insti-

tutions are failing us.  From the church to college frater-

nities, age-old institutions seem to collapse under their 

own power.  How many times lately have you heard the 

quote about absolute power corrupting absolutely? 

 

In the midst of all the name-calling and finger-pointing; 

all the books titled with phrases each meaning ―failure‖; 

the daily uncovering of some new scandal – in the midst 

of this never ending stream of bad news one incident 

stood out for the way the people involved took what was 

beyond horror and infused it with hope for the rest of 

us.  The Amish people of Pennsylvania suffered an uni-

maginable loss and trauma in the schoolhouse shooting 

which left five little girls dead, five others gravely in-

jured and an entire community shocked and griev-

ing.  What separated this tragedy from all those other 

reports of bad news was the extraordinary way this com-

munity reacted. 

 

Television reports and headlines were notable for the 

absence of intrusive pictures of the grieving families.  It 

turns out that neighbors from the non-Amish community 

formed human chains to keep reporters and television 

crews at a distance.  Even more remarkable, though, was 

how quickly the headlines turned to something even 

more amazing – the forgiveness this community made 

the center of their grief.  They offered prayers of forgive-

ness for the gunman and his family.  They asked the pub-

lic to join them in these prayers.  They insisted that funds 

which poured in for their medical expenses be shared 

with the shooter’s family.  All our modern methods of 

communication so filled with chatter and rhetoric were 

silenced by this simple act of faith and faithful-

ness.  Reverent silence seems like the only appropriate 

response.   

 

Out of that silence, perhaps, can grow a new understand-

ing of miracles and the way God is at work.  In an age 

where we seek miracles in test tubes and laboratories, 

where we look for God in cures instead of in healing, 

from now on, for many, the word Amish will remind us 

that perhaps the first place we need to look for miracles 

is within our own hearts.  May you find a miracle of for-

giveness and thankfulness within your heart this Thanks-

giving. 

 

                    In love for the Ministry Team, 

 

                        Judy 

     

From Adult Education: ñ 
 

 Our first Good Books discussion will be Sunday November 5th at 

11:30 AM in the Palmer Room. Skip Waterbury will lead a discussion 

on "When Jesus Came to Harvard" by Harvey Cox. Prof. Cox led a 

very popular Harvard course called "Jesus and the Moral Life", and 

this book relates some of the issues that were debated by his students 

of all religious persuasions. Some of the many interesting questions 

that are raised: How does one make the connection between hard moral 

choices and Jesus -- through prayer or by thinking about it? With fun-

damentalisms and cynicism both growing in our society, how does one 

fully live a liberal Christian identity? Did Jesus really mean it when he 

said that the meek would inherit the earth, that we should turn the other 

cheek and not to worry about tomorrow?  

 

The book is available in hardback and paperback from all major book-

stores (and 5% off for members of our church from Winchester's own 

Book Ends). Please join us on November 5th whether or not you have 

read the book! (But you will enjoy reading it).  

 

Are you interested in forming a Movie Group to watch and then dis-

cuss a stimulating movie together? What is your favorite moral issues/

moral choices movie? Call or email Chris Noble (617-620-4747, 

chris.noble@yahoo.com) or Susan Lennox (781-721-6698, slen-

nox1@juno.com). 

  

Leaves from the Library  
Dear friends, please don't forget that we have a video collection in our  

church library.  I call this to your attention now because most of our  

material is on videotape (and I was so proud to be up-to-date)  but now  

I find we are obsolete as only a few offerings are DVD.  Please, while  

you still have a tape player, explore our collection of music, drama, 

Bible study, travel - some Hollywood, some amateur - many choices 

for a long fall evening. 

As the Holiday season approaches , please help Church 

Women United remember those members of our community who de-

pend on Meals on Wheels.  Meals on Wheels does not deliver on 

Thanksgiving or Christmas, leaving  always a few people without a 

holiday meal - or any meal on the holiday.  

 

  If you feel that on either Thanksgiving or Christmas you could fill an  

extra plate from your holiday bounty, and send someone out to deliver  

it, please call Marjorie Moore at 781-729-7212.   Thank you. 

Junior Choir Notes: ñ 
Junior Choir Rehearsals will be on November 5th and November 

12th from 11:15 to 12 noon. 

 

On Sunday, November 19, we meet at 9 am and sing in the service. 

See you then! 

Cindy Wankowicz 

mailto:chris.noble@yahoo.com
mailto:slennox1@juno.com
mailto:slennox1@juno.com


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier, 
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne 
Zimmerman  The Diaconate assists the 
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

(chair),  Jim Donovan, Robert McIndoe, 

Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, Linda Fontana,  Susan Lennox, 

Tony McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Meg Shin and Tim Bryan (co-chairs), 
Bruce Alexander,  Joe Harris,  Cindy 
Mutterperl, John Mutterperl,  David 
Peretti, Paul Richardson.  The Facilities & 
Personnel Commission oversees all 
matters of personnel policy and of the 
care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss and Elizabeth Lamb (co-
chairs), David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, 
Walter Ogier,  Carl Turissini.  FR 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates 

Health Ministry 

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carole 
Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin, 
Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosenberger, 
Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda 
Wilhoite. The Health Ministry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the 
connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan 
Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash, 
Jordan Shin  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Paul Rahmeier and Suzanne Kahl (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Marsha 
Lamson, Louise Trakimas, Vicki 
Waterbury, Carol Weir, Janice Wilson. 
The Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander and Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey,  Beth Bernhardt, 
Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey, 
Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill 
McCarter.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From: The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

NOVEMBER 

Nov. 5th 

Ruth 1:1-18; Ps 146 OR Deut 6:1-9; Ps 

119:1-8; Heb 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 

 

Nov. 12th 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps 127 OR 1 

Kings 17:8-16; Ps 146.  Heb 9:24-28;  

Mark 12:38-44 

 

Nov. 19th 

1 Sam 1:4-20; 1 Sam 2:1-10 (as a 

canticle) OR Dan 12:1-3; Ps 16; Heb 

10:11-14,  (15-18), 19-25.  Mark 13:1-8 

 

Nov. 26
th

 

2 Sam 23:1-7; Ps 132:1-

12, (13-18) OR Dan 7:9-

10, 13-14; Ps 93.  Rev 

1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who give 

generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

 

Reach  

Out! The Focus of Our Outreach  

 

Outreach is all about our Church community reaching out to others, including them in our abundance and finding 

community in return.  The Outreach Commission is focused on orchestrating the hands-on ministry opportunities for our Church and on distributing 

the Outreach-designated funds to those in need. 

 

Much Has Been Done, Much Yet To Do 

Over the years, our congregation has been faithful to our commitment to include others in our abundance.  Responding to the congregation’s inter-

est to participate in outreach, the Outreach Commission recently has focused on delivering even more hands-on ministry opportunities.   We as a 

congregation have ―reached out‖ with our hearts and hands by: 

 

     Cooking meals at the Dwelling Place 

     Building homes with Habitat for Humanity 

     Making school kits for children in hurricane-ravaged areas 

     Collecting food for the food pantry at the Woburn Council for Social Concern 

     Writing letters to urge legislation to relieve world hunger 

     Giving Christmas gifts to homeless women at Rosie’s Place in Boston, children of low-income  

     families in the Woburn area, and troubled girls at Germaine Lawrence in Arlington 

     Participating in mission trips to Washington, DC and New Orleans 

 

In addition to the many annual programs, we continue to add new ones this year, which will make for a busy and rich year of giving.  For the next 

year or so, we are focusing our efforts on two areas:  homelessness and housing justice, and women and children at risk.  The intent here is to make 

a greater, positive impact on the causes and the organizations we support.   

 

New Outreach Program This Year 

One new effort this year is to deepen our relationship with the Women’s Lunch Place (WLP) in Boston, one of the only daytime shelters for home-

less women, where they get a safe and comfortable refuge, nutritious food and basic resources, including showers and mail delivery.  We launch 

this program, which compliments many years of financial support to the organization, on November 12, when a representative from WLP will talk 

with us about homeless and the WLP approach to meeting women where they are.  (See article on page 6.) 

 

Financial Focus 

Our congregation’s financial support is strong and focused, too.  Through the 15% of pledge income that is designated to Outreach, we contribute 

to: 

 

Women and Children at Risk: Casa Myrna Vasquez, Germaine Lawrence, Grow Clinic, MissionSafe, New Day, Protestant Guild, Respond,  

Room to Read, Woburn Council for Social Concern and Women’s Lunch Place. 

 

Homelessness and Housing Justice: Esperanza, Habitat for Humanity,  Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless (see article on pp. 12 and 13). 

Mission of Deeds, Pilgrim Church Building Fund, Rosie’s Place, Somerville Community Corporation. 

 

The largest portion of Outreach funding goes to support Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), which represents the work the United Church of 

Christ does beyond our local Church, through our conferences, national ministries (such as the disaster relief ministry that has been instrumental in 

New Orleans), and other UCC-related institutions.  We also contribute to the UCC’s One Great Hour of Sharing, which works to build sustainable 

communities, responds to disasters, and ministers to refugees.   

 

Beyond the support of other charitable organizations, our financial resources fund mission trips for our youth and adults, allowing members of our 

congregation to bring all of our Church to where it’s needed most.  This past year, we helped the homeless in Washington, DC and New Orleans. 

 

Going Forward 

We welcome your comments, questions and suggestions about Outreach programs.  Also, please be sure to read the Spire and the Sunday bulletin 

and to check out the Outreach bulletin board in the Church lobby for up-to-date information about opportunities for you and your family to reach 

out.  

 

Linda Alexander, co-chair, Paula Giancola, co-chair, Laura Bailey, Joe Carter, Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill McCarter, Beth Bernhardt, 

Robin Delurey 
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Hereõs Your (Second) Chance  é 
New Orleans (Still) Needs You.  

 
The Outreach Commission is gauging interest in another mis-

sion trip to help the people of New Orleans.  As our 11th Hour 

presentation on October 22nd showed, they are still in dire 

need of assistance as they continue to bring their lives back to 

normal.   

 

Are you interested in participating in a week-long mission trip 

to New Orleans beginning on Saturday, February 3 or Sat-

urday, June 23?  We expect the cost to the individual to par-

ticipate to be about the same as it was last June, at $150.  

 

Please let us know by signing your name to the poster in the 

lobby or by contacting Paula Giancola, 781.369.1447, paula-

giancola@comcast.net 

Homelessness   

Is Just Around the Corner  
A Talk With the Womenõs Lunch Place,  

A Daytime Homeless Shelter in Boston  

Sunday, November 12,  

7:00 -  9:00 pm, Tucker Room  
Please join us on Sunday, November 12, when we welcome 

Barbara Shenker, Director of Development for the Women’s 

Lunch Place, to talk with us about the good work that the 

WLP does for many homeless women in Boston. 

 

The WLP is one of only a few daytime shelters for homeless 

women in Boston, meeting each woman where she is and ad-

justing their services according to her needs.  In 2007, WLP 

will begin celebrating its 25th year of service in Boston.  In 

addition to providing breakfast and lunch, WLP offers a com-

fortable, gracious and safe place for the ladies to take show-

ers, launder their clothes, receive their mail, and seek medical 

advice and care, all in the spirit of dignity and respect. 

 

This presentation marks the beginning of a broader relation-

ship between our Church and the WLP.  This year, we will 

also be collecting gifts that the WLP will give to their women 

on their birthdays, cooking a lasagna meal, and participating 

in their 25th Annual Mother’s Day Celebration. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, November 12 at 7:00 pm to learn 

more about the Women’s Lunch Place and homelessness in 

Boston. 

 
Event of Note  

5th Annual Germaine Lawrence Women of Excellence 

Breakfast to honor women who have made substantial contri-

butions towards advancing the well-being of girls.  Wednes-

day, November 15, 7:30 am – 9:00 am, Colonnade Hotel, 

Boston.  Tickets are $75.  For more information, call 

781.648.6200 

A Thanksgiving Note  

from the Church School:  

SAVE YOUR GROCERY BAGS!! 

FILL YOUR GROCERY BAGS!!  

BRING IN YOUR GROCERY BAGS!!  
Once again this year our congregation  

will have the opportunity to support the  

Food Pantry of Boston City Hospitalôs 

 ñFailure to Thriveò Clinic 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19  
Bring in your grocery bags filled with food. 

Church school students will be available to help 

you carry them into the sanctuary. 

 

The food collected will help low-income families 

from the Boston area provide proper nutrition for their 

infants and toddlers who have already experienced 

malnutrition and have fallen seriously behind 

normal  in growth and development. 

 

To get you started, church school classes have  

decorated grocery bags for you to take home and fill ï 

or you can provide your own bags.  Decorated grocery 

 bags and lists of desired foods will be available  

Sunday, November 5  and Sunday, November 23at the back of the 

sanctuary, at Coffee Hour  and in the church reception area. 

 

Birth of a Movement  
A Talk by Millard Fuller, Founder of Habitat for Humanity 

Saturday, November 11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 

Hancock United Church of Christ 

1912 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02421 

A donation to the Fuller Center for Housing is requested. 

For more information about the event, please call 781-862-4220. 

Not sure about a date?  The church web page has a 

link to the on-line calendar maintained by the church office.  Go to 

www.fcc-winchester.org, and click on ―calendar‖.  You will come 

into the calendar in the current month, but you can look ahead to 

other months via the pull down for ―select another onth‖.  Church-

sponsored events (not outside groups) will be evident to you.  Have 

questions?  Need to check a room for availability? Don’t hesitate to 

call the office. 

Brief Reminder: ñJust a brief reminder from your Treas-

urer that the end of the tax year is fast approaching, as is the end of 

our church fiscal year.  A great time to close out any remaining 

pledge balances for 2006. 

 

Thank you, 

Peter Van Aken 

mailto:paulagiancola@comcast.net
mailto:paulagiancola@comcast.net


CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30–6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30–8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D 

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

 

           JOURNEY TO  

          ADULTHOOD  

             OUTING 

The new Journey to Adulthood pro-

gram is proving to be a big suc-

cess.  Each Sunday morning 28 6th and 

7th graders join Carole Cooke, Jim 

Donovan, Annmarie Galli and Dave 

Weir in the Stone Room to learn about 

their Maker, their church, each other 

and themselves.  This program includes 

fun events as well – not that Bible 

Study isn’t fun.  In November, they 

will go bowling.  All 6th and 7th grad-

ers are invited for this Sunday, Novem-

ber 19th  late afternoon outing.  So, 

save the date and look for details in 

your e-mail.  

   DONôT BE LEFT OUT 

       IN THE WARM??? 

    That’s right!  It’s not too early to be 

piling up those ski points:  in fact it’s a 

little late.  Ski Points:  what are they and 

where do you get them, you ask.  Each kid 

(7th through 12th graders) needs 10 ski 

points to come on the Martin Luther King 

Ski Weekend, January 13-15.  They are 

earned by participating in various service 

opportunities, by attending designated 

youth activities, or by coming to certain 

worship services. There is a list of specific 

events and their ski points posted on the 

Youth Bulleting Board.  Don’t get left be-

hind!  Start earning your points now. 

                                            TURKEYS TO PILGRIM CHURCH: 

No, I’m not referring to the Youth, I’m talking about the offering the Youth bring to Pilgrim Church every year on the Sunday be-

fore Thanksgiving:  Turkeys, donated by church members.  We will gather them up and head to Dorchester after worship (and soup) 

on November 19th.  Pilgrim runs a neighborhood food pantry and hopes to provide enough turkeys to their clients so that everyone 

can celebrate that national day of thanks.  Pilgrim also runs a shelter for men who are struggling with addictions.  On our visit, we 

will learn more about their ministry to the homeless, their plans for the future and tour the church and shelter.  Sign up in the church 

lobby to help with the delivery (one ski point) or to offer your help as a driver. 

Womenõs 

Association 

News 

THE HARVEST FAIR  
This is the Women’s Association’s big-

gest fund- raiser and we encourage you 

all to come and help us. We need cleanup 

crew, workers, and shoppers.!  We had a 

lot of fun last year...I hope we have more 

of the same this year! 

THE WOMENôS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 
The Women’s Association annual meeting was held on September 16th in the Tucker 

room. Carol Weir spoke about the Central Congregational Church of New Orleans, 

which will be the recipient of half of our fair proceeds. We are  eager to help this minis-

try reestablish its nursery/daycare so that residents can return to their homes and find 

work again. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

As it stands now, the following events still need a chair, or co-chair: THE BEAN SUP-

PER, THE COOKIE WALK and THE CHRISTMAS PARTY.  Please consider helping 

out in some way. We need helpers! 

The HARVEST FAIR is Coming!  Nov. 18, 2006! 

Needed are: 

Saleable    Saleable     Saleable  Household items, books, toys, furniture, tools, etc. 

(Save your clothes for our Spring Rummage Sale) 

DROP OFF is in the rummage room on the churchôs lower level. 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE WOMENôS ASSOCIATION CHARITIES 

Remember, someone else’s trash could be your treasure! 

**QUESTIONS**PICK UP** 

Call Donna DeConto, 781.729.2545  

Dear Friends, 

     Due to a serious family illness I 

must step down as president  of the 

Women’s Association in the new  

year. I hope that someone is out there  

who can help the Women’s Associa-

tion continue forward in 2007 by 

stepping into the role of president. I 

think that anyone who can set up an 

email link would be a great asset. 

   Thank you, 

  Melissa Jackson 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
 In September’s ―Seasons of the Spirit‖, I mentioned the possibility of keeping a gratitude journal—a simple notebook in which we 

daily write three things for which we are grateful.  This idea helps us focus at least for a few minutes a day on the experiences 

that\offer hope, joy, and connection to our deepest values.  How is your gratitude journal coming along?  It is not too late to begin!            

Indeed, November is a time in which we focus on gratitude perhaps more than any other month, as we remember the great American 

holiday of Thanksgiving.  We are to be aware of the gratefulness we have for the bounties of the earth and the joy of community and 

family life. 

 

In our own affluent and busy culture, at times we feel we are drowning in things and experiences, becoming emotionally flooded, 

making it difficult for us to even notice the simple gifts that make life meaningful:  the sight of a bright orange pumpkin peeking out 

of the withered garden, the crunch of crisp leaves beneath our feet, the fragrance of a wood fire in our neighbor’s hearth, the taste of 

an apple pie just out of the oven, the unearned touch of a friend’s embrace. 

Of course, you have often heard me say, ―the foundation of the spiritual life is gratitude.‖  The gratitude to which I refer is a bone-

deep thanksgiving for life itself in all its amazing variations, possibilities, orientations, and realities.  Can we wake up to this possi-

bility of a life lived from the place of our most deeply held values?  Can we clear out the confusion of what we thought we had to 

have before we could be fulfilled or loved?  Can we practice the reality of who we have discovered ourselves to be simply as God’s 

creation, beloved by God? 

My own wake up call has been woven into the care I have given several friends as we journeyed together to their deaths.  As we 

cared for each other through our pain and the loss of what we had hoped for in their lives and in our shared lives, at times the fog 

cleared and we were able to realize the incredible gift of each moment:  a beautiful sunrise, the joy of being able to walk along the 

ocean’s strong surf, an unexpected moment of sun breaking through a cloudy day, gratefulness for a day with minimal pain.  My 

impatience with the driver ahead of me taking a slow and careful left turn faded, as I was able to be more in touch with these seem-

ingly small experiences that brought life its richness and true joy. 

Life lived in the grace found in each moment is what Jesus kept calling us to experience again and again.  When my focus in only on 

what I deserve and have earned, the possibilities for resentment, anger, and greed grow and grow.  What happens when I let go of 

that orientation and surrender to what has been given and how much is actually a gift?  Flannery O’Connor reminds us of this possi-

bility of life lived in grace when she writes, ―Go, and warn the children of God of the terrible speed of mercy.‖ 

Mercy changes everything.  We realize how much we need it and how grateful we are to live life bathed in it.  We also begin to rec-

ognize how unmerciful we may have become, spewing judgment on others as well as ourselves.  The air becomes stale with the 

closed windows and closed minds of a judgmental life. 

May November be filled with gratitude for life lived in mercy and grace, that we may be linked with travelers in this community 

empowered to love because God first loves us, not because we have earned it, but because God’s nature is to love!  As we share this 

love that God has first given us, may we see ever more clearly that we become richer, not poorer, for giving it away! 

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 

Facilities Commission: Project Updates and Request for your Ideas 
The Facilities Commission meets regularly to address short and long term plans for the church facility.  As you know this is a large task and we 

need your attention and ideas to make our church look and function the way we want and expect it to operate.  One of our more recent renovations 

is an improved playground side yard lawn with a sprinkler system as well as repaired rain gutters. This project was possible with a team approach, 

working with our tenant the Neighborhood Co-operative Nursery School. 

Active Projects: 

Analysis of our Churchôs energy consumption and what we can do to be more energy efficient and reduce our energy costs.  We will be look-

ing to energy professionals to help us prioritize our plan of attack.  If you have personal contacts, thoughts or ideas, we’d like to hear them. 

Equipment replacement:  The kitchen refrigerator has to be replaced by one institutional model or two large home consumer refrigerators.  If 

you have any ideas or contacts as to where we can buy or receive donations of these new (or slightly used) fridges please contact us. 

Church painting and window glazing:  We recognize the need to paint for the appearance and protection of our asset.  We will be putting a 

plan together on the best way to attack this project in a cost effective and logical manner.  Personal connections, comments and ideas are encour-

aged. 

Landscaping solutions:  We want to honor our great facility by beautifying the landscaping.  Current members would enjoy the use of the 

front yards and be proud of it.  New members will be enticed and feel more compelled to visit with us. 

       Technology updates ïcomputer, fax and copy machines ï We always encourage donations of technology that is current and in good condition. 

 
Please keep us in mind if you have any ideas regarding these projects. We promise that you are not volunteering or being roped into any projects.  

We are only asking for ideas that will save our church time and money so it will be in a better position to serve its members.  Please contact Tim 

Bryan at tbryan46@comcast.net or 781-729-4925. 

mailto:tbryan46@comcast.net
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

ñYou were created with a unique, specially chosen 

blend of gifts.ò   (Psalm 139) 
 

Touchstones  
A Women’s Wellness and Spirituality 

 Discussion Group 

Tuesdays 12:30—2:00 in the Palmer Room 
 

Join us as we continue to discover who we are and reflect on the 

experiences God has in mind for us. 

 

November 7       Terry Marotta will  share her journaling manual 

―The Trail of Bread Crumbs—On Writing to 

Find Your Way Home‖ with us as a vehicle to 

find our way closer to the presence of God. 

 

November 14     Anne Carrabino will talk with us about how she  

              has used her spiritual gifts for God’s work in the    

             world. 

 

November 21     NO MEETING—THANKSGIVING WEEK 

 

November 29     Advent Series begins. 

 

 

The Parish Visitor Corner 
   At the October Parish Visitor Meeting, Jane McClennan offered a 

reflection and prayer which seemed timely to share:   

   On the front page of a Chicago newspaper some time ago there ap-

peared a picture of Betsy Ross sewing on the first American flag.  Over 

the picture was the caption, ―Time to check our stitches.‖  

   It is time at this period of history for us to ―check our stitches.‖  Let’s 

check the stitches of racism that still persists in our country.  Let’s 

check the stitches of poverty that still binds some of our country-

men.  Let’s check the stitches of foreign policy to be sure that our ob-

jectives and goals are in keeping with the American dream.  Let’s 

check the stitches of pollution brought on by technology.  Let’s check 

the stitches of a moral permissiveness that could lead us to deca-

dence.  Let’s even check the stitches of freedom to see if our freedoms 

in America are in danger of becoming ―license.‖  A liberal British 

writer recently said, ―You Americans have become too free until you 

are no longer free.‖  

   What a wonderful thing it would be if we could check these stitches 

and many others as we celebrate our 200th birthday.  

   Jane added... ― Dear Lord,    Let us check our own stitches, so that we 

may do our best with the material we have.  Amen.‖  
 
―Honor America‖ by Billy Graham appeared in the October 1975 issue 

of Praying Hands, a Winchester publication started by James L. Jenks. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Update 

   I have witnessed first hand how the embrace of a prayer 

shawl has the power to convey faith, hope and love.  For 

the past two years, the prayer shawl ministry has reached 

out to members in our community to offer comforting sup-

port as well as to celebrate joys.  

  ―Try it. You might like it‖  Join members of the ministry 

group for prayer, knitting/crocheting and conversation 

each Wednesday from 1 pm to 2 pm in the Family 

Room.  Experience is not required.  Contact Karen Lauter-

wasser at karen.kvl@verizon.net. 

   Some members work at home on a shawl and leave it 

along with information on the yarn in the Health Ministry 

office.  Thank You.  Your work is equally appreciated.     

   With the gifting of each shawl, we are learning ... 

   We have found that a variety of shawl sizes and colors 

works best. 

    The Prayer Shawl Ministry website provides guidelines 

for sizes, colors  and patterns.  In our experience,  popular 

colors are the earth tones,  medium to deep blues, and deep 

reds in adult patterns for men and  women  (58‖ long or 

larger).  Most recently we learned that a stole  pattern 

20‖x60‖ with no fringe is an ideal  pattern for a person 

who uses a  wheelchair.   

     Each shawl is gifted in fellowship by members of the 

ministry and a  blessing is personalized to the circum-

stances.  Each blessing starts with   the following lines: 

―Shawls ... made for centuries, universal and embracing, 

 symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God. 

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, 

hug, shelter and beautify.‖ 

     Our greatest learning is that both the giver and receiver 

experience the blessings and grace of participating in this 

healing and joyful ministry. 

                                                                Kathleen Zagata    

Ruth Group 

 

November 26, 2006:  

 Final Gifts: Understanding the Special Awareness, Needs 

and Communications of the Dying, by Maggie Callanan 

and Patricia Kelley.  At the home of Kaye Nash.  Joyce 

Mills, facilitator. 

 

December 10, 2006: 

Poetry.  At the home of Mary Ann McCall-Taylor. 

 

January 28, 2007: 

The Lemon Tree: An Arab, A Jew, and the Heart of the 

Middle East, by Sandy Tolan.  At the home of Susan Saw-

yer.  Anne Hoenicke, facilitator. 

 

mailto:karen.kvl@verizon.net
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C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S  

THE CHURCH SCHOOL PREPARES FOR THANKSGIVING òWITH 

HEARTS AND HANDS AND VOICESó!! 
 
This month the Church School is busy with preparations for Thanksgiving Sunday, November 19. 

 

The Church School classes are once again decorating and collecting grocery bags full of food for the Food 

Pantry of Boston City Hospitalôs Failure To Thrive Clinic.  Bags can be returned to church on Sunday, No-

vember 19 or any time before then.  See the article elsewhere in the Spire for more details. 

 

The Cherub Choir (Preschool thru 2nd Grade classes) will be singing an anthem on November 19.  They 

rehearse immediately after leaving the sanctuary, then go on to their regular classes, where parents can meet 

them after the service.  Rehearsals are scheduled for October 29, November 5,12, and 19 (before the service). 

 

If you went Trick or Treating for UNICEF this Halloween, the money you collected can be returned to 

church or to any CoinStar machine, where the entire amount can be designated to go to UNICEF. 

 

WINTER TERM BEGINS JANUARY 7é  
 

…and weôre looking for people –  

not necessarily parents of Church School children – 

who would be willing to share three to eight weeks of their time with our First thru Fifth graders  

in our Winter Term Learning Centers during January and February. 

 

 In the past our leaders have helped us to cook, sing, dance, act, create neat ―artsy-craftsy‖ things,  

do science experiments, make  murals and movies, construct dioramas, sew and weave and tie-dye, play 

games, work with carpentry tools from biblical times, and all kinds of other really fun stuff. 

 

This year how about a ―Photography Workshop‖ … 

 a ―Poetry Writing Workshop‖ … 

―Doing Cool Things With Computers‖… 

 a ―Recycling Construction Company‖ …? 

 

If you have a skill, a hobby, or an interest in something neat  

and could share it with a small group of children  

for a few Sundays in January and February, 

we’d love to have you join us. 

 

 Come to our Exploratory Meeting on November 5 (see above) or talk to Carol Jones. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  
Those who bring Thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me.  Psalms 50.23 
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Outreach Organization In the Spotlight 

In addition to UCC programs, our Church  financially supports 17 charitable organizations, including the Massachusetts 

Coalition for the Homeless, through our Outreach funds. 

 

MASSACHUSETTS COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS 

8 Winter Street, Suite 402 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

www.mahomeless.org 

781.595-7570 

 

The Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless (MCH) strives to address the broad economic and social issues that lead 

to homelessness. Created by an association of grassroots organizations in 1981, MCH is the country's oldest and first 

statewide homeless advocacy organization.  Realizing that emergency services alone could not solve homelessness, shel-

ter providers and advocates created the Coalition to work on broader economic and social factors that effect or cause 

homelessness. 

The Mission 

The mission of the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless is to eradicate homelessness from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. It aims to meet this mission through the following goals: 

To advocate for the homeless or those at risk of homelessness in areas of public policy, including but not limited to: 

the availability of decent, accessible, affordable housing; adequate income maintenance programs; medical care; mental 

health services; social services; job training and employment; 

To develop and maintain a network of members and supporters, and to provide technical assistance and coordination 

through its policy committees; 

To provide public education about the problem of homelessness and its solution; 

To organize the homeless in order to empower them to advocate for themselves in public policy matters, and to as-

sume a significant role in the decision making structure of the Coalition; 

To advocate for legislation that will be supportive of the needs of homeless people; and 
To operate a Furniture Bank to assist homeless households in moving from shelters to homes of their own, and to pro-

vide material assistance to programs which serve homeless people. 
 

Policy Work 

 

MCH's policy and organizational work involves the annual participation of over 700 volunteers, over 800 faith commu-

nities, 1300 service providers and regional advocacy groups, and hundreds of families and individuals who have experi-

enced homelessness.  The Coalition’s recent policy work covers a broad range of activities addressing the causes of 

homelessness, such as: 

 

Access to shelter - Ensuring access to emergency shelter for working families in need by advocating for raising the 

income limits for shelter eligibility; 
Health - Working to provide access to the MassHealth Basic plan for homeless individuals; 

Health - Working to provide access to the MassHealth Basic plan for homeless individuals; 

Basic Needs - Advocating for cash assistance to those in need of income supports, including adequate funding for 

the Emergency Aid to Elders, Disabled, and Children program, and for continued assistance for families in need; 
Housing - Advocating for: the development of housing and housing subsidies for extremely low income people; pro-

grams to assist families and individuals to move out of shelter into permanent housing; and working with local housing 

authorities to ensure access for homeless and very low-income households  

Housing - Advocating for: the development of housing and housing subsidies for extremely low income people; pro-

grams to assist families and individuals to move out of shelter into permanent housing; and working with local housing 

authorities to ensure access for homeless and very low-income households; 
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Outreach - Publishing Down and Out, a comprehensive manual on basic rights and benefits for homeless people in 

Massachusetts; 

      Grassroots Organizing - Providing homeless parents with the information to address short term needs and with that    

knowledge, skills and opportunity to take an active role in the public policy decisions which directly affect their lives  

Research - Conducting studies involving and related to homeless people; and  

National leadership - Working with the National Coalition for the Homeless to raise awareness of homelessness as a 

national tragedy and to use federal resources to eradicate the roots of homelessness. 

 

Hands-On Programs 
 

In addition to advocacy and educational efforts, the Coalition engages in a number of very significant and beneficial 

hands-on programs to alleviate homelessness in Massachusetts. 

 

Donation Assistance Program / Furniture Bank:  The Coalition operates the Donations Assistance Program (DAP), a 

unique furniture/household goods clearinghouse. DAP collects donations from private households, schools, hotels and 

corporations, and then distributes them free of charge to families and individuals moving from homeless situations to 

permanent housing.  Last year, DAP collected and distributed $3 million worth of items to more than 3900 households 

and to numerous shelters throughout the state. 

 

The Door to Door Initiative:  Due to the increasing number of families becoming homeless in the Commonwealth, the 

family emergency shelters have been at capacity for several years, forcing many homeless families to be housed in mo-

tels across the state. Since 2002, the Coalition, through its Door-to-Door Initiative, has been delivering weekly food and 

other resources to homeless families in the motels, working collaboratively with the Greater Boston Food Bank and the 

American Red Cross. 

 

Faith Into Action Together:  Faith Into Action Together (F.I.A.T.), now in its eighth year, is a program of MCH that 

aims to educate, train, organize and mobilize members of faith communities across the State to become involved in the 

public policy campaigns of the Coalition. These campaigns are directed towards finding more permanent solutions to 

prevent and end homelessness by addressing its root causes.  

 

The KIDZ Project:  The Coalition has dedicated a great deal of effort towards meeting the material needs as well as the 

emotional needs of children experiencing homelessness. Children are the fastest growing segment of the homeless popu-

lation. This past year the KIDZ Project successfully solicited and received over $350,000 worth of donated new infant 

wear, parkas, school supplies, backpacks, toys, books, audiotapes, formula, infant developmental activity mats, and 

boots. Through the generosity of volunteer civic groups, churches and corporate sponsorships each child receives a back-

pack filled with back to school supplies appropriate to the student’s grade. For the past several years the Coalition has 

attempted to ensure that no child who is living with their parent(s) in a motel is without gifts to open during the holiday 

season. Last year over 2,500 presents were collected from corporations, civic groups, churches and schools for homeless 

children of all ages. Working closely with social workers assigned to motels to assist the families the Coalition was able 

to have gifts for every child in the motel.  Lack of money too often prevents homeless children from participating in ac-

tivities. This past year the KIDZ Project has worked to target financial assistance  to take down the barriers that hold 

homeless children back from participating in after school actives like ballet, school field trips, school photos, sports that 

require special equipment and any other need that would assist a child in fully being part of the school environment. 

 

To volunteer your time or donate to the MCH, please visit www.mahomeless.org or call 781.595-7570.  Or, if you have 

any questions or suggestions for Outreach, please contact Bill McCarter or anyone else on the Commission. 

 

 

Reach Out, Continued 

http://www.mahomeless.org/


WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 

The FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

21 Church Street 

Winchester, MA  01890 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested 

Can you help deliver 

ñLittle Red Wagonò food 

donations to area pantries?  

Please call Laura Bailey 

At 781-756-0188. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

TO COOK & SERVE AT  

THE DWELLING PLACE 

The Dwelling Place is a soup 

kitchen in Woburn that provides 

meals to hungry individuals and 

families.  FCC members and friends 

prepare and serve meals on the third 

Saturday of every month.  Recipes  

are provided.  Children are welcome.  

This is a great way to get to know 

other church families.  To volunteer, 

please contact Michelle Zavez at 721

-0726. 
Become a  

Parish 
Visitor 

Call George Hebb at 

729-4689 or Kathleen 

Zagata at 729-9180 

x16. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
will be building again in Lawrence on 

Saturday, December 9.  Interested 

adults and youth 16 and over should call 

Doug Taylor, 781-729-6258. 

Thanks for everything you do. 

The International Connections Com-

mittee of the Multicultural Network is 

hosting its seventh annual International 

Pot Luck Supper on Sunday, November 5 

from 5:30-8:00 p.m. in Chidley Hall at 

the First Congregational Church, 21 

Church St.  Everyone is welcome.  Just 

bring a main dish or salad to share.  Des-

serts will be provided.  There will be 

entertainment and a raffle of gift certifi-

cates, a fruit basket, and other gifts.  For 

more information or to sign up, call 

Christa Bennett at 781-729-7047 or email 

office@wmcn.org. 

 
Winchester Multicultural Network 

P.O. Box 346 

Winchester, MA 01890 

(781) 729-7100 


