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   In case of emergency (I.C.E.), Walter 

Ogier has his cell phone programmed by 

his daughter Julia at the Good Samaritan 

Health Fair, which was held on  April 6. 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FAIR  

Rachel Navien demonstrates proper bike 

helmet fit at the Good Samaritan Fair. 

SOME UPCOMING EVENTS  

Sunday, May 4 

Celebration of our fifty-year members 

Dinner-dance, 5 pm in Chidley Hall 

Tuesday, May 6 

Old/New Commission Meeting, 7:30 pm 

in the Tucker Room 

Sunday, May 11 

Installation of Commissions,  

during worship 

Thursday, May 15 

Bible for Beginners, 7:30 pm 

Sunday, May 18 

Bible for Beginners, 8:30 am 

Tuesday, May 20 

Touchstones Luncheon , the Johnstonsô 

Thursday, May 29 

Tea to honor the Parish Visitors 

 

 BIBLE FOR BEGINNERS      

(or THE BIBLE IN AN HOUR 

and A HALF)  

     ñReally?ò you ask.  Well, not com-

pletely, but it will be a start.  It is in-

tended as a survey ï giving a road map 

and highlighting the different types of 

literature, the origin, the writers, and 

the historical settings.  The same course 

is being offered twice.  One class will 

be Thursday, May 15th at 7:30 p.m., 

and another will be Sunday, May 18th 

at 8:30 a.m. Questions or clarifications?  

Ask or e-mail Judy Arnold, 

          jarnoldfccw@verizon.net 

 

YOU ARE INVITED AND WE 

HOPE YOU WILL ATTEND!  

Who?       

All current and new 

             commission members 

To What?   

The  Old/New 

 Commission  Meeting 
When?    

May 6th  2008, 7:30pm  

Where?   

The Tucker Room  

Why?     

Tantalizing Desserts,  

  Fascinating Program, 

 and  

The  Opportunity to meet new 

   Commission members! 

CELEBRATIONS  

OF TWO GROUPS  

   Two groups will be honored in May 

for their very important parts in the life 

of our church.  On Sunday, May 4, we 

celebrate those who have been mem-

bers of First Congregational Church for 

fifty years..  On Thursday, May 29, we 

celebrate the dedication and service of 

the Parish Visitors.  Join us!  

mailto:jarnoldfccw@verizon.net


THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Marianne Motherway  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 

Baptisms: 

 

Jack Johnson, 

 son of Derek and Jennifer Johnson, 

was baptized on April 13, 2008. 

 

Vida Catherine Bailey,  

daughter of Michael and  

Laura Bailey,  

was baptized on April 13, 2008. 

 

Wedding: 

 

Katherine Jean Mortensen  

and Geoffrey Michael Morris  

were married on April 20, 2008.  

Katherine is the daughter  

of David and Jean Mortensen. 

 

I thank you God for most this 

amazing day; for the leaping 

greenly spirits of trees and a blue 

true dream of sky;  

and for everything which is natural 

which is infinite which is yes. 

 

ðe.e. commings 
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From the Ministry 
Team ñ 

     Almost every Sunday, I sit across the 

chancel from Skip and look up at the 

window high above his head.  Thereôs a 

cord attached so we can open it from 

down below.  The cord is made of cot-

ton ï that thick cord once called 

ñclotheslineò.  The cord rests on the 

thick stone sill surrounding the window 

pane. 

     What catch my attention each Sun-

day are the grooves that have been worn 

into the stone by that soft cotton cord, 

deep grooves, in stone.   If you had 

asked me if cotton cord could cut stone, 

I would have said ñnoò.  That stone sill 

seems invincible; one would surely need 

a chisel and hammer to penetrate it.  

But, I would have been wrong. 

     That image illustrates for me the sur-

prising ways that small actions can af-

fect unyielding situations: the way the 

daffodil pushes its tender head through 

the cold and packed soil of spring.  We 

cannot see the dirt fall away as the green 

shoot appears.  It prevails by moving an 

infinitesimal distance each day.  We 

could not see the beginning of that 

groove in the stone, but every time we 

open the window a few more grains of 

stone wear away.  We donôt see the 

forming of a habit.  It becomes formed 

by starting every day with a cup of cof-

fee, not by that one morning you had 

tea. 

     The same is true for the habit of 

prayer.  It is impossible to tell which 

prayer is the one that makes the habit of 

prayer our daily practice.  It is the repe-

tition day after day until ï like starting 

your day without a cup of coffee - start-

ing your day without prayer makes you 

feel unfinished, incomplete.  And, like 

the cotton cord making a deep groove in 

stone, small prayers can make deep in-

roads into our consciousness, inroads 

that make a space inside us for God.   

So, one Sunday this month, I invite you 

to come up into the Chancel (the place 

where the pulpit and the choir are) and 

look up at that window and see that 

groove and the cord that made it.  Per-

haps you will be encouraged to take a 

tiny step toward carving the Christian 

practice of daily prayer into your day. 

In love for the Ministry Team, 

Judy 

Call for Summer Musicians!  
     Summer worship services begin this year on Sunday, June 29, 9:45 a.m. in the 

Chapel. (There is a Faith Talk bible study before Chapel service at 9:00 a.m.). I 

am looking for musicians to play the simple hymns (and any extra music!)  

during the services.  

     Voices, keyboards, guitars, any instruments will do!  I have placed a sign-up 

sheet outside the Music Room, on the table, for summer musicians.  Please, please 

sign up if you are interested in providing music for the following Sundays (a few 

have already been taken!): 

6/29, 7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31 

     There are many Sundays available!!  Get ready, you will probably hear from me 

in person as well! 

     If you have any suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me 

either by e-mail:  jringfrank@comcast.net or by telephone:  617.441.0701.  

Thanks!! 

Jane Ring Frank 

Minister of Music 

May 2008 

Summer Preachers Sought  

     Itôs never too early to begin planning for summer.  Our summer tradition is to 

worship in Ripley Chapel.  Worship begins at 9:45 ï after the Faith Talk Bible 

Study.  It is shorter than the usual hour and is less formal.  You are invited to come 

in comfortable clothes.   

     The high point of this worship experience is that the sermon and the music are 

provided by lay people.  This makes worship an opportunity for church members to 

get to know each other better and to deepen our faith by hearing about the struggles 

and triumphs of those who share the pews throughout the rest of the year.     

     We already have a few preaching slots filled.  But there are still many open 

dates.  If you feel a call to share an informal sermon with your church family, call 

or talk with Judy and weôll find a date that works.   

Ruth Group  
     We are a group of women of this church who enjoy getting together once a 

month to discuss good books.  Some of us are regulars, others come rarely or occa-

sionally, and newcomers are always welcome! 

     At our last regular meeting before the summer, at 7:30PM Sunday, May 18th, 

weôll be discussing Barbara Kingsolverôs Animal, Vegetable, Miracle.  Look for the 

meeting location in the church bulletin close to the date.  And as usual, in late June 

weôll be having our annual planning meeting for next year; details to be announced 

in the June Spire.   

     We hope you can join us!  Please contact Karen Roberts (729-0518 or 

kerob@comcast.net) with any questions. 

Facilities Commission  
     Tom Dunn, Barry McArdle and John Fiske have joined the Facilities Commis-

sion, bringing it to full strength!   

     Stop by the kitchen to see its progress.  Thanks go to many volunteer painters,  

to Marianne Carter for her leadership, and for the Women's Association support.   

     Some repairs have been made to the main roof and the roof has been profession-

ally inspected.  This has eliminated most, but not all, leaks and  Bradley continues 

that never-ending chase.  Water faucet leaks were uncovered by the kids in a water 

conservation tour of the building and Bradley will undertake those repairs..  Also 

related to conservation, we have purchased a number of Paper Recycling Bins for 

all the offices and classrooms.  We now have two tall blue containers at the rear of 

the sanctuary.  If you're not planning to bring your bulletin home, please recycle it 

on your way out! 

mailto:kerob@comcast.net


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Penny Sparrow, Head Deacon; Lynne 
Rahmeier, Peter Woolford, Tom Kahl, 
Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zimmerman; Joe 
Carter, Steve Haggett, Janice Wilson.  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

and Susan Lennox (co-chairs), Jim 

Donovan, Bob McIndoe, Peter 

Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, MaryEllen Eagan, Karen 

Roberts,  Thomie Tucci, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore.  The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Marianne Carter, John Fiske, Jon 

Galli, Bob Lord,  Andy McKinley, Paul 

Richardson. 

Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meg 

Shin (co-chairs), Joe Harris, Cindy 

Mutterperl, Alex Rohall   The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia 
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi,  Carl 

Commission UPdates  

Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Karen Martin, Sybil 
Richardson (Flower Committee) and 
Branda Wilhoite, co-chairs; Laura Bryan, 
Pam Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy 
Crabtree, Kathryn Scholl, Bob Shirley. 
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Paul 
Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn,  Louise 
Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury.  The 
Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach  Linda Alexander and Paula 
Giancola (co-chairs),  Beth Bernhardt, 
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy 
Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser,  Anne 
Leiserson, Maryann McCall-Taylor, 
Walter Ogier.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.  Please submit to the office 

your request for mailings of 50 or more 

on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production and 

bookkeeping.  Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, M-F 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

MAY  

 

May 4 

Acts 1:6-14; Ps 68:1-10, 32-35; 

1 Pet 4:12-14: 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

 

May 11 

Acts 2:1-21 or Num 11:24-30; Ps 

104:24-34, 35b; 1 Cor 12:3b-13 or Acts 

2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

 

May 18 

Gen 1:1-2;4a; Ps 8; 2 Cor 13:11-13 

Matt 28:16-20 

 

                        May 25 

Isa 49:8-16a; Ps 131 

1 Cor 4:1-5 

Matt 6:24-34 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

 

EASTER OFFERING  

GENEROSITY  
HELPS HABITAT FAMILIES  

WHOSE HOMES WERE BURNED     

    Thanks to everyone who responded so 

generously to our Easter Offering. With dol-

lar-for-dollar matching provided by the Out-

reach Commission, our total contribution to 

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity is 

$15,000!     

     Our gift provides the bulk of the money 

necessary to finish one of two duplex houses 

on Gale Street in Lawrence. In effect, we 

have provided a home for one of the two 

families whose nearly finished Habitat 

homes on Market Street were burned to the 

ground in February of this year. After the 

fire, Habitat for Humanity accelerated the 

completion of the new Gale Street duplexes 

to replace the Market Street homes these 

families (and our churchôs volunteers!) had 

worked on for two years.      Merrimack Val-

ley Habitat for Humanity also plans to re-

build the Market Street houses destroyed in 

the fire.       

   Thanks to everyone who reached out to 

these neighbors in need, making it possible 

for their dreams to still be realized, despite 

the devastating fire.  

      REACHING OUT  
     TO MOMS IN NEED  
     Over the past few years, our con-

gregation has generously supported 

New Day, a treatment center in 

Somerville for pregnant and parenting 

women in recovery for substance 

abuse.  The Outreach Commission is 

asking for your support for the Moms 

at New Day again this Mother's 

Day.  In marked baskets in the church 

lobby, we are collecting brand new 

items that the Outreach Commission 

will package into gift bags and deliver 

on the Thursday (May 8) before 

Mother's Day.  Here are just a few 

ideas for you:   

toiletries and accessories (special 

soap, bath gel, hairdryer, etc.), fun 

books and magazines, twin-sized bed-

ding, Dunkin Donuts gift certificates, 

pretty towel/face cloths, spring t-

shirts, tote bags, and little picture 

frames.  

   Be creative and make a Mom 

happy!   Thank you very much for 

your continued support. 

   For the third consecutive year, our 

Church is sponsoring a group of people to 

help the families in New Orleans still re-

building in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

The city continues to rely on mission trips 

like ours to bring life -- literally and meta-

phorically -- back to the area. 

   This year, 15 members of our congrega-

tion are following in the footsteps of 16 

and 12 members who went to New Orleans 

over the past two years.  The 2008 group 

is: 

 Ulli Albert 

 Cathy Crabtree 

 John Crabtree 

 Kevin Dunn 

 Teresa Galli 

 Brian Inglis 

 Amy McLaughlin 

 Susan McLaughlin 

 Stephanie Mullane  

 Chris Noble   

 Julie Noble 

 Christina Peretti 

 Karen Sayers 

 Skip Waterbury 

 Vicki Waterbury 

 

   The date for this upcoming trip is Satur-

day, June 21 through Saturday, June 28, 

2008, and we are excited to be working 

with the Methodist Relief Agency in the 

Southeast Disaster Recovery Center in 

New Orleans this time.  

   We are busy holding information-sharing 

meetings and making preparations for a 

life-changing and life-enhancing experi-

ence -- for the folks in New Orleans AND 

the mission trip participants alike.   

   Thank you, once again, to Joe Carter, 

who masterfully guides us through airline 

messiness.    

   We also know that many in our Church 

who cannot join the trip would like 

other ways to support it.  We are in the 

process of launching a buy-a-hammer 

fundraising drive, as we have done the 

previous years, to provide a way for 

folks to support the trip with financial con-

tributions.  Look for more information in 

Sunday bulletins and Church-wide emails. 

      Most importantly, please be sure to 

share directly with our missionaries how 

much you support and appreciate their 

efforts! 

 

 

                 Outreach continues on Page 12. 

 

 

COMING UP SOON: MISSION TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS.  REACHING OUT, AGAIN, IN  2008  

HABITAT  

FOR HUMANITY   
Work Day In Lawrence 

Saturday, May 3 

Adults and  youth 16 and up 

 call Doug Taylor at  

781-729-6258  

or email Doug at: 

mccall.taylor@verizon.net 

 

TAKE A HIKE  

FOR HUMANITY  
   Habitat for Humanity of Greater 

Lowell invites you to participate in a 

summertime hike to help raise money 

to build Habitat homes in Bedford and 

Westford .  

   The hikes will be on Saturday, June 7 

and Sunday, June 8, at either Mt. Mo-

nadnock or the Blue Hills Reserve.

(dogs welcome at Blue Hills).  

   Each site has trails that range from 

easy to more difficult, and each has 

peaks with great views. 

   If you would like to take part, contact 

Anne at hike@lowellhabitat.org for 

information. 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
 Our May Centering Point asks us to explore the power of the transforming love of Christ in our lives.  May 11 marks the 

beginning of the season of Pentecost in our church calendar.  Sometimes Pentecost, which begins fifty days after Easter, is know as 

the ñbirthday of the churchò, marking the coming of the Holy Spirit to each of the believers gathered on that day in Jerusalem.  

Symbolizing the tongues of flame settled upon each person, we wear red on Pentecost to celebrate the reality that each of us is also a 

part of the revelation of God.  We are to remember and remind each other of our very beings as gifts from God, carrying the breath 

of the Holy Spirit within us, manifesting Godôs creative power and love in the world.   

 This may seem a daunting idea for many of us.  Some of us have been all too aware of our own shortcomings and misgiv-

ings; the shadows that at times seem to consume the light within us.  Some of us have been filled with vengeance and hatred, guilt 

and shame, anxiety and fear.  How could the Holy Spirit dwell within this ñearthen vesselò that I find myself to be?  

 Cornell West, African American scholar, reminds us, ñTrue maturity consists in coming to terms with the underside of 

life.ò  As we mature as Christians, we understand more fully that wherever light shines, a shadow is cast.  In our embodiment, we 

discover that God can work through the most unlikely situations, experiences, and realities to bring forth possibilities of renewal, 

love and hope.  It is for us to ñlet go and let God.ò  To bring our full presence of shadow and light into the presence of God is to let 

God love us into a new way of being.  As we begin to understand the possibility of the Holy Spiritôs power in our lives and the lives 

of all others, we come in faith to see that there is no length to which the love of the Holy Spirit through the resurrected Christ will 

not go to free us from our places of lostness, loneliness, pain or alienation.    

 The fire that symbolizes the Holy Spirit is a purifying and refining fire.  We are called to step into the through this fire of 

the Holy Spirit to let it burn away all that is not love, that we may be freed to live with compassion, reconciliation, healing, and 

peace in our hearts. 

  Transforming love makes it possible for us to do a new thing, while grounded in the reality of who we are.  Philip Larkinôs 

poem, ñThe Treesò, helps us ponder this message as we welcome spring: 

  

     The trees are coming into leaf 

     Like something almost being said 

     The recent buds relax and spread 

     Their greenness is a kind of grief. 

  

     Is it that they are born again 

     And we grow old?  No, they die too. 

     Their yearly trick of looking new 

     Is written down in rings of grain. 

  

     Yet still the unresting castles thresh  

     In full -grown thickness every May 

     Last year is dead, they seem to say. 

     Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 

  

 May this season of Pentecost offer us opportunities to move with and through the fire of the Holy Spirit.  May God give us 

the courage to step forward in faith, trusting that this power will set us free to love one another, God and ourselves in new, creative, 

and life-renewing ways.   

       --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

UPDATE 
     At the April 2 annual meeting of the 

congregation, those present received our 

report and responded by affirming the 

plans that are taking shape.  

     Those plans focus on four themes, con-

sistent with the report of the Holy Conver-

sations study: welcome and community, 

faith development, stewardship, and 

outreach. With expert guidance from our 

architects, Menders, Torrey and Spencer, 

we have developed a long-term master 

plan.  Ideas and drawings are now being 

reviewed by engineers and builders, who 

are diligently working to develop cost esti-

mates by the end of May.  At this time, we 

anticipate that the cost of Phase I of the 

master plan may be in the range of two to 

four million dollars. The plans and cost 

estimates will be shared with the congrega-

tion as soon as is feasible.  

     During the summer months, we will 

develop our "case statement", which will 

incorporate the costs of the projects to sup-

port our shared vision of where God is 

calling us as a faith community. Our pro-

fessional capital campaign consultant, Bill 

VanderWyden, will work with us to con-

duct feasibility interviews which a cross-

section of the congregation in September. 

His report will guide us as we set cam-

paign goals in October, at which time the 

congregation will formally vote to move 

ahead (or not!) with a capital campaign, 

hopefully to begin in early 2009.  

     The process may seem slow to some of 

us, but it is imperative that we move 

thoughtfully, faithfully and prudently with 

such a master plan. In the meantime, keep 

the faith and pray for success!  

  

Jena Roy and Paul Rahmeier, Co-Chairs             

Capital Campaign Planning Committee  
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The CENTERING POINT for MAY  
 

Join your Ministry Team and the Congregation  

in considering together 

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGSé. 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé,  

We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We know that we canôt do this on our owné 
é that we are precious and loved AND that we continually fall short of what we are called to be, as individuals and as a 

community. 

so we trust in the transforming power of Christôs love for usé 
é accepting us, forgiving us, at times confronting and challenging us, healing us and making us whole. 

 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

-- II Corinthians 5:17 

You are destined to fly, but that cocoon has to go.  

ð Nelle Morton 

1.     Although we may make all kinds of New Yearôs resolutions, often the thought of change can be scary and difficult.  What 

 are the easiest things in your life to think about changing?  What are the hardest changes for you to consider making? 

2.     Leonard Cohen has written a song that goes ñRing the bells that still can ring, forget your perfect offering ï there is a crack 

 in everything.  Thatôs how the light gets in!ò  Can you think of a transformative experience ï whether joyful or painful -- 

 youôve had, one you came out of feeling like a different person? 

3.     Transformation means it is possible to do a "new thing." What ñnew thingò would you like to see us welcome into our life to

 gether as a congregation? 

4.     A Korean master has said, "Together-action is like washing potatoes. When people wash potatoes in Korea, instead of wash

 ing them one at a time, they put them all in a tub full of water. Then someone puts a stick in the tub and pushes it up and 

 down, up and down. This makes the potatoes rub against each other; as they bump into each other, the hard crusty dirt 

 falls off. If you wash potatoes one at a time, it takes a long time to clean each one, and only one potato gets clean at a 

 time. If they are all together, the potatoes clean each other."   What experience, practice, or resource has recently deep

 ened or nourished your spirit as part of this faith community? 
 

Copies of  Centering Point Reflections,  plus other readings and resources for the month,  

are on the table outside the church office and in the back of the sanctuary. 

A birthday visit to Evelyn Bates by Parish Visitors Christy Begien, 

Margaret McIndoe, and George and Martha Hebb.  Turn to page 11 

for several more photos of the Parish Visitors in action.  There will be 

a tea to honor them and their long tradition on May 29. 

 

The Easter Bunny and some of his friends take a photo 

break during the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 22.   


