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Offering of Letters

Sunday, May 6
Chidley Hall
After the service

SEEDS OF CHANGE:
HELP FARMERS.

PARISH VISITORS
SPRING TEA,
A TRADITION

OF FELLOWSHIP

Join us on Thursday, May 10

e o o o o o o s o o e e e ]

! At 2:30 PM
END HUNGER. | In Chidley Hall
i For Conversation
ilf you have faithll as and®&eéfleshmentsa mh
seed, you can say Eo this mountain,
from here to ther §ofyRdiredalrideVpldase cangVv
Not hing wildl be |§g1pos7%1_7l2gga80fé3(tr16y0¢g.
- Matthew 17:20 i T i
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEQ

God calls us to work for justice, both as
individuals and as a nation. In a just worlc'
every person has enough to eat.

Just in case it is not too late, here are
Some Late April Dates:

The COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES will
hold its next meeting onWednesday,
April 25 at 7:30 in the Henry Room.
The special topic of the meeting:
Capital Gifts Campaign?
What, why, when, who and how?

The PROGRESSIVE DINNER will be
on Saturday, April 28. The diners
Swhll 2thrat 6 pm at the church with
QoM¥ERi2418, then spread out in groups
(9‘ ‘8-10 for dinner, and reconvene for
fessert. Contact Louise Trakimas at
ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu or
781-729-4684 for more information.

The GOOD BOOKS PROGRAM will

hold a discussion| of
Ending hunger is not impossible. We ce ilLet Your Life Speak:
make things better for farmers, rure the Voice of Vocaltion
icrggr;\zrqglilss ?anrcrjn thl(r:];?ry people b after service onSunday, April 29, in
Dy the Palmer Room. All adults and
The 2007 Offering of Letters campaig youth are welcome! If you would like
focuses on improving the U.S. Farm Bill t to buy a copy of this book, Winches-
help struggling farmers and hungry peop terds Booke n ds offers
T in this country and around the world. for Good Books readers
The time to act is nowIn 2007, the farm '
bill will be reauthorized, as it is only once From Leadership Development
B e eohle of ol e ™ AN INVITATION o s s
together for justice. TO ALL 2007 -2008 Parish Life pp. 23
COMMISSION MEMBERS feai
Commission Updates p.4
i our congregation i gather n For
. - . | P.7
Chidley Hall after the service to write ORIENTATION _ sg et:]dar b8
letters to call on our government Monday, April 30 at 6:30 PM Seasons of the Spiri 0.9
representatives to act in the interest of In the Tucker Room Health and Well 10
poor and hungry people. Writing _ ealth and Wellness P.
supplies and sample letters will be Dessert W|I_I be served _ Church School News Pp. 11, 12
provided. as a brazen enticement, and will inwaik P 13
Join usi! be followed by small group and Help Wanted Back cover

large group gatherings.




First Congregational Church of
Winchester is a Christian Family
encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

Arise

Look at your hands;
See the touch and the
tenderness
Godods own for
Look at your feet;
See the path and
the direction
Godds own for
Look at your heart;
The fire and the love
Godds own for
This is Godds
we will serve God in it.

Arise.

Source unknown

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.
An Open and Affirming Congregation
The Congregation,
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

Ministers to the World

Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
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We hold in love and prayer‘
the many people within ourl
congregation, families, and.
community who are, |
undergoing medical |
_ treatments, facing,
euncgrigintigs,q and deallng\
with loss. God, please be‘
with them, as well as theer

families, friends andw

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to homebound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry,
office, (781) 7299180, ext. 16.

caregivers during theseH

difficult times. 3
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Ripley Chapel is open

every Sunday morning

] prlor tci thda worship

 sefike'for those who see
a quiet place for

| d rAeoditdtion.

?

Please let us know if your
would like to be visited ori
to receive other support |
from the church. We shard

Greet the rising sunon Wednesday

mornings with the Walking Group.

Meet at the church, ready to go
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, W
walk during all seasons. All an
welcome! Dogs too.

your joys and concerns |
and would like to help. |
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in

person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding montfi.e., the
deadline for the NovembeSBpire is
October 15). Submissions may he
made to theSpire mailbox in the
Church office or via email to
reddingmed@aol.com.

Church Office & Ministers:
E-mail Contact Information;

y general first.congregational@

verizon.net, ext 00

Skip skip.waterbury@verizon. nbt
ext. 14 |
Judy jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 1
ext. 23 :
Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 1
ext. 15 I
Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com, :
ext. 16 |
Jane jringfrank@comcast.net :
Ken ken.orth@comcast.net :
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Pastoral Team Letter

fiPlay as spontaneous, joyous Figiking in a safe
space, and games as means of learning rules,
values and tradition,
dotetot he al i enating eff ¢
0 Dr. E. Yerya, O.T.

CALL FOR SUMMER MUSICIANS!

Summer worship services begin on Sunday, June 24, 9:30 a.m. in the
Chapel. | am looking for musicians to play the simple hymns (and any
extra music!) during the servicesVoices, keyboards, guitars, any instru-
wnents will goé hhavlg1 glacef.p.@ ﬁ@]p]sihete Bt%'de _tgenl\4u§ic_Room,_ on
C_tt}e gab_le0 for symmer mysiciang. ﬂe@sg, _ I%ase sign up if you are interested
in providing music for the service$ on Sundays:
6/24, 711, 7/8, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26, 9/2

cal Therapy department when | accompanied
mother for a treatment following her strokén the
session, the therapist asked my mom to plac
feet as if sinking them into a sandy bea@&he wa
then instructed to sit on an oversized therapy
with the final task being to toss a beach b&tare
at first of losing her balance, my mom eventu
rel axed, commenting,
ready for my summer Vv
mother and read the above quote on a
poster. This helped me realize that more than
mot her s muscles for
ened: so were her imagination, spontaneity
hope.

The following summer
hard work in rehab with a family vacation at her
favorite Maine resort and yes, | packed a beach
ball.

Play is a void i

n mo s

| first read this quote several years ago in a Phys

It was at about that point that | glanced beyondjim

tial to health. We adults have many responsibilitie§

iThere are 11 Sundays available!! Get ready, you will probably hear from
e in person as well!
f you have any suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to contact
either by email: jringfrank@comcast.nebr by telephone:
617.441.0701 Thanks!!
Jane Ring Frank
Director of Music

rom¥Fadiitiés andPefsorthel 9t t.i ng me
?h%r%k H(ocb &arl%gernér!ﬂ e Maine coast.o

he church members would like tecognize and thank Carl for his quick

ponse and excellent repair work on some of our antigjoiture that had
ik?d. Evecry little bit orf help %round the Ch“_{c{‘ irs réeﬁdeq aHd_ appreciated.
ElrF%EIinag Bifitered %ifa N6t socledn? 9 9

is the church property5o we need your help to resolve the prob-

lem. The Facilities Commigsion is hosting an organized elgaday on Sat-
N Flay M&y 15tf$.'lrhi§ s Al o ght%i(ﬁe%léaning and clutter
reduction with 80% of the effort insideWe will provide all the cleaning
materialsalthough if you have gloves please bring them aldhgou are

unable to help with thﬁ labor although you have knowledge of the church pos-

ses8i é'a{n whére t eil B/el%nsg,’or c nebg the'rel*%to cbath ug, Blgage%dme to

he event.

worries and serious work on a daily basighat
gets lost in the mix is time for playf this rings tru
for you, then it might be time to get serious abou
play! Always active, it may or may not be in the

experience ofoyous risktaking in a safe

tired patterns of thought and enlivens the spirit.
| play on Thursday morning with a group of loc
ministers in ConcordFar from the traditional min-
isterial meetings, we engage in a movement for
called InterPlay. The experience is the playful di
covery of joy, affirmation of life and the physicali
of grace. What develops is a body wisdom for no
ticing experiences that bring moments of grace,
well as moments of stress. The result is that you
better choose the graceakers in your life.
| hope that as warm weather approaches you
discover opportunities to play, recognize new or
forgotten gracemakers in your life, and by all
means pack a beach ball (or a kite) for that trip td
the beach.
Be Well,
Kathleen Zagata
for the Ministerial Team

form of a game using a ball. Just ask the folks wi Q
dance on Sunday nights in Chidley Hall about thdi

place Play, as an antidote, lessens stress, libergies

For your convenience we have two sess0800-12:00 or 12:068:00
PM. Please join one or both sessions, or stop by for just a few minutes to help
or cheer us on. We will reward your efforts with morning coffee and donuts
as well as a grilled food or pizza for lunch depending on the wedihease
ign up bycompleting the cleanp form in the weeklyulletin or calling or
émailing Tim Bryan 781729-4925,tbryan46@comcast.netWe welcome all
ideas and input prior to the event.

Tim Bryan
tbryan46@comcast.net

Leaves from the Library
Anne Lamott is currently at the top of our local best sellers list, deservedly,
if | may say so; andlucky yout-you can get her latest baoksrace
(eventually, at our church library without waitingOr either of two others of
&ier books.
drowever, do think about returning the Christmas book that has been
sitting around for five months, plus any others from our library which you
hay have had at home for a while no@ood to get our shelves in order
before summer Marjorie Moore

I would like to thank everyone fi and there are mafiywho helped
me during the busy Lenten/annual report season. (And you know who you

are. .. wink.) I f it hadnét been for
who knows what might have been!
AOne can never pay in gratitude:

somewher e @&Am&loriow Lindberfgre . 0
If this quote is true, and | believe it is, think how others will benefit. How

May 2007

wonderful! Marianne Motherway, Office Manager
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provide financial support of and
donations to the church, and arranges fg
management of the

Commission UPdates

I

It takes many people with diversand other funds.
experience, skills and interests and a gr o
deal of commitment to support thHealth Ministry Laura Bryan, Pam

ministries and programs of our Church. Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy Crabtree,
Karen Martin, Sybil Richardson, Kathryr]

Officers Scholl, Bob Shirley, Branda Wilhoite.
Moderator David Mortensen The Health Ministry Commission

Clerk Anne Hoenicke encourages members to enhance their
Treasurer Peter Van Aken faith by living the connection between

Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner wellness and spirituality, both personally

Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted and in ministry to others. Educational

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli  offerings and healthy life style events arg
Historian Bob Stone offered monthly with fellowship, fithess
Librarian Marjorie Moore and fun in mind.

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care Leadership DevelopmentJan Koss and
Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Le Susan Leather (echairs), Jean
Roberts, Susan Sawyer, Lynne RahmeiMortensen.This Commission plans and
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Torimplements programs to enhance the

For your reflection

C ﬁé&ér’rﬁngnﬂéﬂ Ie&i&ngr)(f r&’amﬁgg b

MAY

May 6
Acts 11:1-18; Ps 148; Rev 21:6; John
13:31-35

May 13
Acts 16:9-15; Ps 67; Rev 21:10, 22
22:5; John 14:229 or John 5:0

May 20
Acts 16:1634; Ps 97; Rev 22:124, 16
-17, 2621; John 17:226

May 27

Acts 2:1-21 OR Gen 11:1
-9. Ps 104:2434, 35b;
Rom 8:1417 or Acts 2:1

S K i

Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Juliannleadership skills of persons active in the| 21: John 14:47, ¥

Zimmerman The Diaconate assists thc hur ¢ h and seeks 925217)at ch peoplE——

pastoral team in the spiritual care of thand interests Wlth the various needs of the

Church and provides active administrativChurch organization.

leadership. To: All Boards & Commissions
Membership Life & Development Erom: The Church Office

Christian Education i i N -

Adult Education Committe€hris Noble 2?;22276 Jl;azlt %h;;r)];;s; 32& FFEZ Re: Publications and Mailings

(chair), Debbie Johnston, Susan Lenno> Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn, Louisd In order to efficiently process materials

, Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury. The |submitted to the church office, we requ

Children/Youth Debra Damren and
Annmarie Galli (cechairs), Karen
Crawford, MaryEllen Eagen, Karen
Roberts, Thomie Tucci, Cindy
Wankowicz.

Library CommitteeMarjorie Moore The Qutreach Linda Alexander and Paula
Education Commission facilitates and  Giancola (cechairs), Beth Bernhardt,
oversees religious education programs fiJohn Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy
people of all ages in the Church through Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser, Anne
three committees. The Adult Education Leiserson, Maryann McCallaylor. The
Committee, the Children/Youth Educatic Outreach Commission promotes

Committeeand theLibrary Committee opportunities for outreach ministries and
giving by all persons associated with the

Church and oversees the outreach

Membership Life and Developmeri
Commission develops programs t
increase Church membership and {
strengthen the life of the Church.

Facilities & Personnel

your attention to the following importan
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
The Spire the 15th, monthly

Bulk Mailings  processed MofwWed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before
mailing or publication

We appreciate your cooperation. We gi

to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or
assistance, please call 72980.

programs and mission giving of the
church.

Facilities: Tim Bryan (cochair), Joe
Bianco, Jon Galli, Bob Lord, John
Mutterperl, Paul Richardson.
PersonnelBruce Alexander and Meg
Shin (cechairs), Joe Harris, Cindy
Mutterperl, Alex Rohall The Facilities &
Personnel Commission oversees all
matters of personnel policy and of the
care and control

email

Using email is a good way to mak
quick and efficient distribution of,
information regarding meetings anii

othePr8levdnthlpbcts B furctlifer

If you would like to share your emalﬁ
address with the church, pIea5|e
contact the office at
first.congregational@verizon.net or
leave a note in the church office. 1

0

Financial Resources

Brian Koss (cechair), Michael Bailey,
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi, Carl
Turissini. FR oversees programs to

: hours,

From the Church Office

Ofﬂce hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p. m.

more  advanced

: requiring office assistance will
necessary

nert
Please }éubmlt to the office your request

: Please note that due to reduced office
plannihg
fregarding mailings and other projects
b:e

: for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays,

Tuesdays or Wednesdays This will -

: leave Thursdays and Fridays free for
: bulletin production and bookkeeping.

Thank you for your cooperation!

May 2007




Our Churchdés Outreach Mi hthesntembers of our oharcheof ap agegso] b | e
ReaCh Ou give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need. Each month, the [Outreac
Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving,

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family.

It

. J
Outreach Spotlight on: i
Il

Esperanza |

An international program that we suppolol%
through our Outreach dollars is thi,
Esperanza International Foundatior|
Esperanza focuses on the Dominican Fﬂ
public and provides lontasting solutions ¢
that enable families there to help themselvz%%
The primary way that Esperanza helps pe.
ple is a micrecredit lending program.Uo
Through this program, Esperanza nurturH:
entrepreneurs who are too poor to qualify fﬂ°
traditional bank loans. The micwedit
lending program uses a grolgnding meth- -
odology where groups of-8 members of ao‘%
community receive and repay a loan t¢
gether. (Initial loan amounts are generalﬂ°
$125 per person.) Multiple groups of entre’
preneurs are known -
Bank of Hope is a group of women whﬂ%
agree to work together and support eaU%
other in their businesses and other aspects
community 1|ife. (84ﬂ°
are women.) H
In order to meet the most basic needs =
individuals, families and communities, th,
micro-credit program integrates educatior_

are immediate and dramatic. Families ep
better, children are in school, health i

better and have a positive outlook for the
selves and their communities as their bu

nesses become viable and they become €e6

nomically selfsufficient.

To learn more about Esperanza and rea4ne 4, 2007 at Woburn Country Club,

T e e e e |
9 o

Helping the Moms at H
New Day

This Mother's Day, please sup-
port the residents of New Day, a;
treatment center in Somerville |
for pregnant and parenting]
women in recovery for substanceﬂ]
abuse. In marked baskets in the
Church lobby, we are collecting s
brand new items that the Out-gﬂ
reach Commission will package |
into gift bags and deliver to the H
Moms at New Day. Here are?
some ideas for you: toiletries
and accessories (special soapi,
bath gel, brush/comb, nail pol- |
ish, hairdryer, etc.), fun books
and magazines, twisized bed- ¢

cates, towel/face cloths, spring t «

Room to Read

Have you seen?foun-Room
der John Wood has published a book
about his journey. It is entitletleaving
Microsoft to Change the World: An
Entrepreneur's Odyssey to Educate

the World's Children. We have been
supporting Room to Read for the past
few years through the Outreach Commis-
sion. A review fromPublishers Weekly
states filt's a rare bus
only provides savvy insights for better
business practices but transcends the
category altogether, to rank as an infec-
tiously inspiring read. Wood takes the
reader on an engaging journey from his

life as a rather ordinary marketing direc-

tor at Microsoft through the transforma-

ganization Room to Read

»ding, DuhiBreDorkuts @iff certifi- é’%’ &ife-decibion to launch the nonprofit or-
|

. |
shirts, alarm clocks, etc. We,

also got a special request for

o

bay niositore r PraEs@ dave Cil el s€ nftosy

o

your goodies in the baskets by’ﬂ
Thursday, May 10. Be creative:
and make a Mom happy!

|
5
u
®

o o . o o . o o . oo,
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vocational training and health care. Resul.s

Playing Golf
When It Matters!

Mission of Deeds
=1 Annual Golf
Tournament, Monday,

stories of people who have found hopdVoburn, MA, $500/foursome
through the programs of this organizationf0r more info, 781.944.9797

visit the website at:
www.hopeteckhosting.com/~seattle/us/

Protestant Guild 10th Annual Golf
Tournament, Thursday, June 7, 2007,

8:30 AM, Stow Acres Country Club,

Habitat for Humanity

Stow, MA, $175/person; $700/
foursome

The next opportunity to participate in Hab|- For more info, 781.893.6000

bat for Humanity will come up on Saturday
May 19. Interested adults and youth 16

Council of Social Concern 2nd Annual

(www.roomtoread.org), which has cre-
ated more than 2,000 schools and librar-
children acro
By year end 2006, Room to Read
opened its 3,000 library, published its
100" original local language book, in-
creased its number of girls on lotgrm
scholarships to over 2,300, expanded its
geographic base onto the African conti-
nent with the opening of an office in
South Africa (other countries include
Nepal, Cambodia, Vietham, Sri Lanka,
and Laos) and in 2006 alone broke
ground on 99 new School Room projects.

Raffle of Handmade Quilt:

The Mission of Deeds is conducting a
raffle for a beautiful handmade quilt with
tickets available at 1 for $5.00 or 3 for
$10.00 from Mission of Deeds, 6 Chapin
Avenue, Reading, MA 01867 (781) 944
9797. The drawing will occur on or
about July 16, 2007. Get your tickets
early to help support this charity.

years of age and older should contact DougGolf Tournament, Monday, June 25, Correction
Taylor at: 2007, 7:30 AM at the Woburn Country The new email address of Judy and Gary
Club, Woburn, MA O6Brien was | isted in
7817296258 or For more info, 781.935.6495 mont hés Spire. The c
Mccall-taylor@verizon.net. jobnow@verizon.net.
May 2007 Page 5



http://www.hopetech-hosting.com/~seattle/us/

s)

Legislative Action Day: MCH g W g
While reviewing the "coming events" listing of the Massachusetts Coalition f‘?@’ Walk For ‘ﬁ’
the Homeless (MCH) on its website, | discovered that the Legislative Action «@7 H unaer «@7
Day for MCH would take place on February 28, 2007 at the State House; anc o g o
being impressed with the activities of that organization, | decided to register fi ; Sunday, May 6 2@
the event. W . W
& Interfaith &
The program began at 9:30 am with an overview of the 2008 legislative pri o AWor shipper %S
ties of MCH, followed by the Keynote Address of Stephen Mindich, Founder i % Wal ko (10 mile
CEO of Phoenix Media/Communications and PublisheBoston Phoenix Mr. W’ . l@
Mindich has been a powerful champion for people experiencing homelessnef@ departs from Winchester 6@7

shown through many articles and editorial§fre Phoenix He convincingly laid .° Common at noon &
out his concerns in his Keynote Address, pointing out that homelessness, vV o please help make a difference in thﬁ»
has been rapidly on the increase in Massachusetts, could be essentially wipei@ lives of hungry families and children ;
with the expenditure of relatively small amounts of money. The startling <) | y participating Win
crease in homelessness is due largely to rapidly increasing housing cost:< annuyal Walk for Hunger. A busi
living expenses and relative decrease in the purchasing power of the awt o arranged by the Winchester Interfaittf,
worker's income. Many instances go unreported since many refuse to adn '  cquncil will meet us on the o

accept the fact that they have slipped into that condition. W Winchester Common at noon to tak
A panel discussion addressed the impacts of the loss of housing on childre@ ;’I;et\?v;n(e halfvay (10 mile) point of g

adolescents. The staggering increase in the number of homeless children | * -
Commonwealth was discussed along with the efforts of the panelists and ¢ Call Jena Roy (78%29-2520) if you W
organizations to deal with the issues and problems faced by homeless chil<; are interested in walking and/og}
The panel was of unanimous view that the most urgent need of homeless chi o sponsoring our teamThank you!

and adolescents is to provide complete education along with sports; ei)@ 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 o o o
curricular activities and other benefits normally available to-momeless chil- W W W W W W W W W W W W

dren. Without these benefits, society faces a serious risk of losing such children.

=) B0 £

In the afternoon, many of the registrants attended meetings that they had pre\MISSIOI’lZ New Orleans 2007
ously scheduled with their legislative representatives to advocate for the MCH
program and particularly the seven top legislative priorities of MCH for FY '08. Planning for our Church's Mission Trip to
The list included support and expansion of homelessness prevention programs fyew Orleans scheduled for June &Bis
individuals and families, including (1) level funding of MCH's First Stop Initia- Progressing well. The group of 12 held its
tive, a first stop health center homelessness prevention collaborative; (2) creatidfitial meeting a few weeks ago to discuss
and funding of No Place Like Home, an early warning, early response homeleséogistics and expectations about the tris
ness prevention program at DTA; and (3) increased funding for the Residentidl Was last year, the objective of this Mission
Assistance for Families in Transition Program (RAFT). Additional priorities Trip is to help people in New Orleans re-
include (a) providing adequate funding to ensure access to emergency assistarfg@er from the destruction caused in the
(EA) resources; (b) improving the safetgt for lowincome elders and persons Wake of Hurricane Katrina in August
with disabilities and increasing food stamp benefits under the Emergency Aid t&005. While there has been progress, there
the Elder, Disabled and Children Program (EAEDC); and (c) increasing fundinggre still thousands of homes that have not

for the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program. even been "cleaned out" yet, nearly two
years later.

I met with Representative Paul Casey and presented the top priorities of MCH
along with a packet of explanatory material. The Governor's FY'08 budget rec-Even if you are not able to participate in the
ommendations had been released just moments before our meeting. The ptdp to New Orleans, please know that you
posed budget reflected an increase of more than $6.2 million over FY'07, andan still support the mission and our mis-
consolidated the eleven current accounts dealing with homelessness issuessionaries."In the Church lobby, look for
just two line items. Representative Casey asked for MCH's reaction to the pranformation about our "bug-quarterof-a-
posed budget and in particular to the effect of the proposed consolidation. | hawean" fundraising drive to help defray the
since sent to Representative Casey and Senator Pat Jehlen copies of an overvimgts of the trip. Thank you for your
of MCH explaining the effect of the Governor's budget proposal on the top legis€ontinued support.
lative priority items of MCH. At this time MCH is unable to set forth specific
objections or requests regarding the Governor's proposal because the implemen-
tation of the proposed consolidation is not fully explained and MCH is doubtful
that it will take effect for FY'08 because of the considerable work required for
successful consolidation. Bill McCarter

May 2007 Page 6
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Sundays BAGELS AND BUNNIES and PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Y Prime Time earn record breaking funds for the Youth Mission Trip.
(donuts & On Saturday, April ¥ the Easter Bunny visited our church. He (or she?) was avail-
thought for the day) able for picture taking and egg hiding. Robin Donovan acted as both photographer and
9:157 9:45 a.m. photo printer. The Bunny also supervised the Easter Egg Hunt. On Easter morning,
O : : the youth continued their fund raising efforts for the mission trip. Between the two
Confirmation worship services (9 and 11 am), they served a pancake braagfastakes, sausage,
7th Grade 5:306:15 pm coffee, syrup, milk, juicé the whole works. Both events provided opportunities for
‘ I 8th Grade 6:30:15 pm church members to get Coffee Caritas mugs. Between the two events, the kids raised
Forum $1,086. Combined with the money raised at the Youth Coffee House, the church youth
raised enough money to pay for the rental vans to be used in Puerto Rico. The Youth

9thr12th Grades thank you for your help and support. Look for trip pictures and details in June.

7:3018:30 p.m.

Tuesdavs :00000000000000000000000000:
D&D . ¢
2:30- 4:00 p.m . CONFIRMATION 2007 .
in the Forum Room 4 Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday, May"20The participants in thisy _
®yeards confirmation class are: @Julia
& wasser, Becca Gyory, Alexis Zavez, Boyd Green, Jeb Roberts, Jahnny
AN INCONVENIENT & Malia, Ryan Connolly, Will Haggett, Nick Gallop, Ben Bratt, and Chpis
TRUTH at a convenient time & Smith. Wedve been meeting for @inner

andplace. On Sunday, May 6, at 7:30 the @ Sunday for two years. The kids are now at the point of writing their Sgate-
youth and the Adult Christian Education ~ 4 ments of Faith. This process will help them make the big decision about
commission will jointly sponsor a showing @ confirmation. Those who choose to take that step will formally unite with
of former Vice Pres i01%Jrrp@ngrggatio@grin%vx@@hip,Qr@;l\éapj?o L 2
emyAwardwi nning film A1 |l nconven- ¢
ient Trutho. The f 00000000000 0000000060000009090

of global warming. As a church commu-
nity, we are hopeful that this might begin a
greater effort to be aware of our resource
use in the church and in our homes. Come
and join with your friends and neighbors to
learn and to act.

. BUNNIES AND BAGELS

Together we can make a difference

YOUTH MISSION TRIP A
SMASH HIT. At 1 east

webre hoping the h
Spring Youth Mission trip went to Yu- | 3
quiyu Camp and Conference Center in i

Puerto Rico on April 14 (after this article

was written) Yuquiyu is like the UCC

Craigville Conference center on Cape Cod&%%%%%w%%%%%@@%w
The Centerds missio is to provid
needed opportunities for recreation and<x

?
l earning for the is andvélg‘nng‘thalnSQ'en
conference facilities for religious and aca--&. ~CHIDLEY HALL

demic groups. They also run a hospice fopg DANCE STUDIO
AIDS patients. Our work included mainte-

nance and repair. We worked both outsides«

and inside, working on the grounds and thex Sunday Nights in May:
hospice, camp and conference center At5 pm s
buildings. We were there from April 14 p

to the 2. Look for pictures and actual xx<xsodsdodsodsodsodsododsododsodsodsodods

details in the June Spire.

Left: Peter Manning serves as
cashier at Bunnies and Bagels

ow: Kids in the nursery, waiting
to go egg hunting.

0035080 500003503508083085e
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT
We are in the season of Eastertide, the fifty days between Easter and Pente- COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES

cost, when it was said OoVearetbcklebratethet a s i MARCRREpPREAS on f ast s o

Spiritos call t dResarreciengets goog aintime, leutwe e d Listerfing to God and to Each Other
mi ght al so remember, @ Gouhcle. Godismare 0 mu Yriess theharD byjlds thelhouger e a t
of t en an ¢ndeed, ihigthe &&deot néw life that rolls away the stones those who build it labor in vain.

Unless theLorD guards the city,

blocking the exits from our deadened, perfectly controlled existence and opens ards |
the guard keeps watch in vairPsalm 127: 1

the entrances to new possibilitids.is the God of new life that unlocks the doors
we were convinced in our safelusions had been locked forevéris the God
of new life that breaks open the chains that have held us in place for go_od of the Council on Ministries (the COM is made up of
Il. Itis the God of new life that topples the mazes we had been wandering  {ne Moderator, Treasurer, Historian, Ministry Team,
through and Ca”S us OUt Of the I‘Ubb|e tO Stand fu”y n the grace Of WhO we ruIMeaconS, and chairs of all Commissions) met in the
are. Palmer Room from 8:30 am until 1 pm for a Spiri-
Indeed, sometimes we welcome the new beginning, the fresh start of whictual Life and Planning Retreat. At monthly Council
we have been dreamin@ut if we are honest, we must also acknowledge that ameetings over the past half year, several recurring
times we are filled with fear or dread at the prospect of the new way of living téemes had come up in our talking together. We had
which we are being calleGometimes we need to confess that a part of us had Scheduled a couple of extra evening Council meet-
begun to enjoy the little unconscious patterns we had established that helped {JgS for further discussion, but felt that we wanted to
float through the dayWe became used to the old habits of interaction that al- spend a good block of concentrated time together,
. . . o where we could listen carefully to both God and each
Iow_ed us a kind of slt_aep_walklng, that he_ld r_ndden privileges, unexposed SeCref$her, share our concerns and our ideas, and develop
or lies, unnamed prejudice3he new beginning may not be all we thoughtit  some plans for moving forward as a faith commu-
was cracked up to be, as our handy nggcapegoating of fAthos
to reveal Godés new world where t
escape, those we had wished to rid ourselves of once and for all, surprise us fgod, and we shared breakfast together as we gath-
leading us into a renewed life, inviting us to build firm foundations now on = ered and a light lunch during our Breakout Planning
truth, honesty, and interactions grounded in justice, mutual service, and love, Groups. ~We also prayed, played, entered into the
The new community formed by Easter tells us God takes the broken frag- CB;'gled S@to;y, "St%n?drc?rffu”y tob each other and to
me n_t S .Of our lives and uses t h?"T‘ Oand(fdéag,ﬂ\it%getﬁeriﬁlgr&aﬁ'&%rﬁal gqoupg,
inclusive loving (_emprac_:e of the whole_hur_nan fam|T3h|§ new commu_mty is questioned, challenged, and explored a variety of
not so much an institution or an organizatids we at First Church Winchester assumptions, issues, concerns.
have been exploring for the past several years, this new community of disciple-  We began by reviewing what had brought us
ship is grounded in the common experience of our intimacy with God found intogether that morning and generated a long list of the
Christ. It is the household of all who abide in him, gathered around his storijesquestions on our minds and in our hearts. Next we

On Saturday, March 10, eighteen members

-

and his way of being with and for otherSometimes we find ourselves withthe spent some time | istening

most unlikely people in this new life, this new family formed around the risen Comm#nité Discl:er?r\?eat Exz(a)rcise, using paslfages
Christ. We are amazed at who we are asked to see as our brothers and sisterEo™ the Gospel of John. ~Our moming work to-
our friends and companions on the way. géther was eventually distilled into four immediate

. . . . il SSUES TO BE ADDRESSEDO
The new community is grounded in our commitment to reciprocal careands o y v APl anni ng Groupso t

e

rainstormeod
a S

(0]

mutual love. Released and broken are our judgmental ways, our self those issues. The groups then regathered to present

justifications of earned goodness and deserved rewaidtithis leads us back to0  their thoughts in these areas:

the scene of foot washing in that upper room, where Jesus demonstrates the mu- 1. Vision, Identity, and Faith Formation
tual service of loving one another with utter disregard for human rank and 2. Administrative Structure

status. Those called to live the new life of Eastertide are not an invearking 3. Stewardship of Material and People
mutual admiration society, but a place in which we give ourselves to one another ~ Resources

; P 4. Communication
in love, realizing we are accepted and loved by God so much that we can set Now that the 2007 Annyal Meeting. has

e VeAyRotnreesatf re@ml i ®tm bwee

a

aside our own concerns to allow anqlisfime R Ecthissiond Ddactr, e, © §

time in an interdependent offering of service, one to another. are in place, the Council on Ministries will continue
't is this complete rootedness i Nyfa@edsthe dvd issidd afdbdyifl &b Fow

which releases us from our sgltifications and our illusion that we have to put into place ways to carry our plans forward.
earned or can ever earn such an unconditional loving embrace from our Crea- Wedll need your input!
tor. It opens us to new life, which we had never expectedhis new life, we portunities to join in the discussion, the planning,

are invited to experience our vulnerabilities as strengths, our perceived losses?gd the implementation as we move forward. To
gains, our loving one another as the only thing that makes sense any more in Qﬁfsll\jls all _startsd, there |d_ﬁ);|)ort frorr? theblcOQ”C'r']
understanding of life renewed and restored, after the world has done the wors? it Inistries Retreatavallable on the table in the

Id do to us.Released from these burdens of perfectionism, and earned ¢ rarecepnon area outside the office. Pick up a copy for
cou : P 1 9ratBurself and one to pass on to_a friehgve need
we have been made ready to sing toggEPFIneBseWnybHAN metnﬁey
Christians, but our love, by our Q¥ @ntinueYtdlive out thelViSioh @hich is dKvBIdp-W
I o v Alleldga! ing among us.

--Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate
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Health & Wellness Ministry

Touchstones

A Womends Well
Spirituality Discussion Group
Touchstones Spring Mix!
Moving Closer to God
Tuesdays 12:362:00 in the
Palmer Room

n

Add theseingredients to the mixture of your
life and move closer to God during everyday
ordinary moments.

Mayl MOVEMENT
Experience the Sacred through movement:
A session for NONDANCERS. Repeat !
NON-DANCERS.!
Janet Willie, a movement specialist will lead
us in gentle movemerfeel the fullness
andthe physicality of grace that
accompanieprayer in motion.The
sessiorrequiresthat you wearcomfortable
clothing and come witha willingness to ex-
pand your avenues for praying.

May 8 BEAUTY & NATURE
Celebrate God's creation.
Sybil Richardson will arrange flowers and tell
usabout the joy they create
Carol Jones will shareer passion for
gardening as expressed in creating outdoor

sanctuary, hope and creation.

May 15 ANNUAL POTLUCK
LUNCHEON
12:30-2:00

We'll gather at the home of
Laura Bryan, 15 Grassmere Ave
RSVP to Debbie
atthe_johnstons@comcast.r@t721:0505

Ruth Group

The May 20th Ruth Group will be at
Susan Sawyerés House
Please call if you need directions or a ride.

The May 20th selection Balzac and the
Little Chinese Seamstresby Dai Sijie.
All women are welcome whether or not
they have read the book.

2331999993391 99939339999993931979999993139999993323399999331179999933339999993339

KEREKEE

Put it on your calendar! Join us for
%\n Introduction to Birding:
Saturday Morning, May 5, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

(7]
(7]

>

KEKK
KU
KRR KRR R RR KRR KK

Learn the basics of birding at the JOPPA Flats Education Center and
. then travel to the Hellcat Swamp area of the Parker River National V?Hd—

 life Refuge to test your new skills in a variety of habitats. X
X
X
X
We can take 18 adults and children ages 8 and up. Call Cathy Craptree
(781 721-2137) for more information and to sign up. 3
X
X
X

KRR R KRR R R R R R R R R R R R KRR
<3

The Health Ministry extends a special thank you to Cindy and Johng
£ Mutterperl for arranging this outing, and to Cathy and John CrabtreeJor
3 ¥ coordinating the sigip and event details.

l

KK

K
X
X
X
X
'3

KEREK

X
344843444 88833444883384443323348333344443333343443333334433333449333334434333334131
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Dance Organic Produce
. n The Health Ministry wants you to
Into Spring!!! know that if you want to have
Locally-grown fruits, vegetables
and flowers from June through Oc¢-
CHIDLEY HALL tober, you can buy a share in Lin-

DANCE STUDIO

dentree Farm, a communiy
supported farm located in Lincoln
MA. You can learn more at:
Www.lindentreefarm.com
Or by calling church members
Carole Cook and Walter Ogier, who
have been members of Lindentree
Farm for a number of years and
would be happy to answer yaur
questions.

Sunday Nights in
May at 5 pm

Contact David Weir
at 781-729-3667
For all the details!

Their number is 78¥7291851.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

AIDS Walk and Run, Sunday June 3d!

On Sunday June 3d, the Forzese/Zimmerman family will join thousand
other New Englanders for AIDS Walk Boston, raising funds and awaren
for the AIDS Action Committee <http://www.aac.org>.

Please consider sponsoring us or other participaotshow about coming

out to join in the fun? (especially if you don't mind running slowly!)
, Tojsp%bns&, ugtfclfet(l,k igﬁo ur t¥¥fPtdam page:
<http://www.aac.org/site/TR?
team_id=9880&amp;pg=team&amp;fr_id=1030>

Or if you prefer a more 'old school' method, please contact Rick or
Julianne, or simply give one of us a check made out to AIDS Walk Bost
[Please make your donation *before* the event, if at all possible.]

May 2007
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

SPRING TERM IS IN HIGH GEAR !

After Easter, the Church School focuses on the early Christian Church, those first followers of Jesus who were slowly
discovering what it means to be a Christian. The children, too, and their teachers with them, will learn what being a di
ciple of Jesus means in Winchester, Massachusetts in 2007. We will also be preparing for CHCHROBIL SUN-

DAY, JUNE 10.

May 2007- Preschool, Early, Middle, and Older Elementary
Living in Love
May 6- 1 Corinthians 13
May 13- 1 John 3:1324 (Love one another)
May 20- 1 John 4:719 (God is Love)

May 2007- Tweens in Transition (Fifth Grade)
May 6- Pentecost Acts 2:136
May 13- Life Among Believers Acts 2:3747
May 20- Paul's ConversionActs 9:119

LOOKING AHEAD T NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ON SUNDAY, MAY 27,
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND.

SECOND GRADERSTWATCH FOR YOUR d Bl B LE&ch eBrTnThE RRIRHe ¢hurch presents Bi-
bles to that yeardés Third Grade Church School Cl ass.

their parents about the Bible presentation. Youodl |
on the outside of your Bible. Please return the letter promptly, so we can place our order and make sure we have a Bi
for YOU! I f your child is in the Second Grade <cl ass

want to inadvertently leave anyone odny older children who have not yet received a gift Bible from the church
should notify the office or talk to Carol Jones so that we may include you in our presentation.

Thank You!! Thank You!! Thank You!!

€ to this wonderful group of wvolunteers who shared t
dren this year. We would | ove to have all of them |j
our childrennrand wed6d | i ke you to join in, too. Speakito al

and challenges of being part of &£hurch School Teaching Team.

Preschool Threes Carol Jones, Cindy, Morgan and Russell Mahoney, Kate Carpini, Susan Rozmanith, Trent and
Rebecca Parkhill, and weekly parent helpers

PreK and Kindergarten: Karen Crawford, Jenny Splaine, Candace Mullane, Katherine Scholl, Thomie Tucci, Joe
Bianco, Megan Scipione, Jennifer Regentz, Diedre Giblin and several parent helpers..

First and Second Grades:Tony McPherson, Andy McKinley, Maria Fernando, Charlotte Page, Kevin Kuechler, Lucy
Willoughby.

Third Grade (Fall): Minnie Joung, Emma Troisi
Fourth Grade (Fall): Suzanne Morris, Kitty Schneider , Kyle Glacken

Third and Fourth (Spring): Marc Ritenhouse, Jessica Ritenhouse, Sarah Gallop, Kyle Glacken

Fifth Grade: Jena Roy, Steve Haggett, Jodie Mullane, Alex Ogier

May 2007 Page 11




Winter Term Learning Centers for Grades 1-5: Debra Damren, Branda Wilhoite, Kyle Glacken, Pam Budner, Nancy
Powers, Sybil Richardson, Carol Jones, Mary Ellen Eagan and weekly parent helpers.

We Are Growing as Discip

Come Grow WITH Usl!!

(0]
c
(7]
()

As growing disciples of Jesus, we are learning

e To be an important part of a loving and inclusive faith community, centered in Gpd
and in Jesus, who shows us Godé

e To worship God together with our church school friends and with our whole chujich
familyé

e To talk with God in prayer about ou joys and ou

e To read and understand the Bible anff what it mea

e To recognize how much we have to gi e and | earn
And to serve our church and share|[Godbdés | ove w

Do YOU want to learn these things, too?
Would you share what YOU have learned so far with US?
Would you join one of our  Church School Teaching Teams
for next year?

Sign up on the bulletin board in Chidley Hall, contact Carol Jones
(isisghound@yahoo.coni817299180 x15), Annmarie Galliahngalli@comcast.negbr
Debra Damrendlackenm@comcast.rjet

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR
FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR

May 6 -- COMMUNITY CELEBRATION for Grades 1 through 5, led by the
Fifth Grade

May 13, 20i Regular Classesand getting ready for Church School Sunday
Cherub Choir (ThreeYearOlds through Grade 2) Rehearsal for
Church School Sunday

May 277 Memorial Day Weekendi No Regular Church School Classes

June 3i Lastdayofclasst i me f or #fAcl ass pupadfinals, 06 cl assroo
preparation for Church School Sunday.
Cherub Choir (ThreeYearOlds through Grade 2) Rehearsal for
Church School Sunday

June 1071 CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY, the morning in which all of our
children, from the thregearolds to the fifthgraders lead us in
worshipping God together
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WALKING TOGETHER IN RAITH

Conversations Overheard on the Journey

(During Lent three different groups of people, 25 to help us understand our own story, and about how much
Afcompanionso in all, me t t ove wera ledeninga How aut ownwfditlawas beihgeeyrichdd e -
lieved, what they trusted in, and how that affected the way deepened by hearing other peopl ebd
they lived day by day. CallédF Al THWAL K: Recoeg.ni z -

ing the Theology Youdre Already Living or Trﬁing_To),
the series used Ammhmdarmy RhkioWSohdabkkedorbout the differen
ogy Got To Do With It?as the jumpingff point for a an fnopen set, 0 and a ficentere
wideranging discussion about our lives today. Here are ~ congregation embodying right now and where we thought

some of the things | heard and some of the experiences | We wanted to go in the future. We talked about what it

had during those meetingarol Jongs was like to try to live a countaultural life of faith among
al | of t hed osluaogioeusndd i thlga ti ¢ 0 my

We met in the Palmer Room, one of my favorite (Eommitment'|' have you over consiQered t~he pull of )
places in the church, blessed and hallowed as itis byso fisucelesgy, ool bggnwrwlgyardor
many retreats and informal prayer services and small ©! 0gyo on your |ife?
group discussions, not to mention the receptions, parties,
meetings, classes, and private conversations that have
taken place there through the years.

Coming up with a list of core Christian content and
convictions was a remarkable group exercise. Those of us
who had thought about this before made suggesticarsd

The fAHoly Conversationso pirioOcSetssf QreeBa@mM itbighéog the
that in the past we have felt very uncomfortable talking ~ novel often very quickly identified with what was being
about our own faith and about what we believe. Why was ~ S&d, recognizing and claiming for themselves how their
this so? Perhaps because wePerepces fit wih thejcorg Reliefs thatyvgre sugagsted. | 4

guage to describe our beliefs, or because our congrega- N SOme cases, it almost seemed as if a bell was rung and

tion seems to be so di- peoplebs spirits turned towar

verse, or because We in hope.~ The

have spent so little ti KLTAQOVAVLROALTKaA~C>FQHfrsI Hthe fAcentere

actually talking  wit and find a friend to talk over your answers with. we had said we wanted

each other about faifh to be a part of began to

i ssues and| Tery Robinsdmsaggests that we are bombarded by emerge as we talked

know exactly how wef t h e o |--oogperspeadives -- or ways of seeing the about our lives and about

would be received. worl d. Wh at --calroeg iseosme ooff rﬁ'%ﬁegagﬁn gfg itgfgae(f Y -
Well, that has ce lar life in Winchester today? . meant to us individually

tainly begun to change}! Have you had an experiencelgg Ls a9chnfinGnRy » of of

Maybe it os|Cote whiclh) caghe tqyou as a gift or surprise, not some- faith.

the experience we hadhing you achieved or figured out, but which found you or

two years ago with thgwvas given to you? What impact did this experience have For almost all of us

iBorg Groupgandourlfedd t he the most stimulating and

challenging exercise was
thinking about how we
each experienced Jesus

e . o as our Savior. After all,
which it becomes something other thanitis. Whatwould |i t s said t hat

Acircles of] Tonyusays that wiehin the eariety of meanings and inter-
ated then, but the deptretations among Christian churches today, there is a spe-

of conversation and th&ific core of content at the heart of Christian faith, without
willingness to share per

sonal experiences fred| . "

ag? openly WB;IS remar 3_4(OU include as part of that core of content Ifoa(r)t rof Ogrd]ir?etstaanrdsi .
able among the groups

this time argund_ g ImWhen YOU pray, whom do you pray to? ing Christol!ll!

about Jesus Christ, his
We also talked a Iqt The universal proclamation of Christian faith is , i J E S |o&ims on us, his mean-
about our differing thed-S A V E S Haw does Jesus save YOU? What does he ing for our lives, and

logical perspectives, olisaye you from? How are you called to respond in the way | What our own Life Mis-
ways of understandm%/Ou live? sion was in response is

and interpreting our ex- - . Lo what we each took away
periences, One prayer of invocation says: i Come Hol 'y S§pir Y AEaith

about our unique stoigd r €eak us open an qum doky®u e-s n §oMelvdk.
and how they were a pa gpond to the prayer? How do you experience the Spirit in
of Godos S{Yyouriife? .. nnpthe warld today?

use different metaphors
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HOW TO ALLOW ALL YOUR
MONETARY GIFTS TO FIND

WE NEED

THEI R RI GHTFUL HOME &.
I f you candt make it tI(OUlln Sul |i
vands El eventh Hour talk on estat

planning on May 6, d o n 6 t
We will be hosting a follow u
Eleventh Hour to that talk in th
Fall. But in the meantime, feel fre
to contact John at 781 721 0100
Brian Koss at 781 729 2790 wi
any questions.

Do you know what a Health Ca
Proxy is? Or a Durable POA? W
do you want making decisions f
you i f you can
yourself? These are questions Y
need to be able to answer. Bra
storm with Counsel to be prepar
for every scenarioRemember, it i
never too early to make your pl
for the

Thank you for all you do.
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p &9 Yyod have an hour, an evening,
or a weekend to give? Here are a
few opportunities to serve your
church and community.

P
e
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WW W W W W W W

v Becomea
0 ti}m ma k ePa_ﬁShs i o n%@

Ou L] L]

~  Visitor ¥

ed @ 6@

S o Call George Hebb at o

an U’ 7294689 or Kathleen ‘I’
9 Zagataat72®180
o x16. o
U W
o [©) [©) O [©) O O o
W W W W W W W W

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO COOK & SERVE AT

1 THE DWELLING PLAC E

I -
le The Dwelling Place is a sougd
kitchen in Woburn that provided
meals to hungry individuals an
families. FCC members and friendg
prepare and serve meals on the thitd
Saturday of every month. Recipes
are provided. Children are welcoms.
This is a great way to get to know
other church families. To volunteen
please contact Michelle Zavez at 731
-0726. !

Can you help deliver
ALIittle Red
donations to area pantries
Please call Laura Bailey

At 781-756-0188.

i
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