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2007  

Offering of Letters  

Sunday, May 6  

Chidley Hall  

After the service  

SEEDS OF CHANGE: 

HELP FARMERS.  

END HUNGER. 
 

 ñIf you have faith as small as a mustard 

seed, you can say to this mountain, óMove 

from here to thereô and it will move.  

Nothing will be impossible for you.ò   

-  Matthew 17:20 

 

  God calls us to work for justice, both as 

individuals and as a nation.  In a just world, 

every person has enough to eat. 

  Ending hunger is not impossible.  We can 

make things better for farmers, rural 

communities and hungry people by 

improving U.S. farm policy 

  The 2007 Offering of Letters campaign 

focuses on improving the U.S. Farm Bill to 

help struggling farmers and hungry people 

ï in this country and around the world. 

  The time to act is now.  In 2007, the farm 

bill will be reauthorized, as it is only once 

every five years.  As people of faith, we 

have an immediate opportunity to work 

together for justice.   

On Sunday, May 6, people of all ages 

in our congregation will gather in 

Chidley Hall after the service to write 

letters to call on our government 

representatives to act in the interest of 

poor and hungry people.  Writing 

supplies and sample letters will be 

provided. 

Join us!!! 

 

 

PARISH VISITORS  

SPRING TEA,  

A TRADITION  

OF FELLOWSHIP  

 

Join us on Thursday, May 10 

At 2:30 PM 

In Chidley Hall  

For  Conversation 

 and Refreshments 

 

If you need a ride, please call 

781-729-9180, ext. 16 

 

From Leadership Development 

AN INVITATION  

TO ALL 2007 -2008  

COMMISSION MEMBERS  

For  

ORIENTATION  

Monday, April 30 at 6:30 PM 

In the Tucker Room 

 

Dessert will be served  

as a brazen enticement, and will 

be followed by small group and 

large group gatherings. 

 

 

Just in case it is not too late, here are 

Some Late April Dates:  

 

The COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES will 

hold its next meeting on Wednesday, 

April 25 at 7:30 in the Henry Room.  

The special topic of the meeting: 

Capital Gifts Campaign? 

What, why, when, who and how? 

 

The PROGRESSIVE DINNER will be 

on Saturday, April 28.   The diners 

will start at 6 pm at the church with 

appetizers, then spread out in groups 

of  8-10 for dinner, and reconvene for 

dessert.  Contact Louise Trakimas at  

ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu or 

781-729-4684 for more information. 

 

The GOOD BOOKS PROGRAM will 

hold a discussion of  Parker Palmerôs 

ñLet Your Life Speak: Listening for 

the Voice of Vocationò.  This will be 

after service on Sunday, April 29 , in 

the Palmer Room.  All adults and 

youth are welcome!  If you would like 

to buy a copy of this book, Winches-

terôs Bookends offers a 20% discount 

for Good Books readers. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

 

Arise  

 

Look at your hands;  

See the touch and the 

tenderness  

Godõs own for the world. 

 

Look at your feet;  

See the path and  

the  direction  

Godõs own for the world. 

 

Look at your heart;  

The fire and the love  

Godõs own for the world. 

 

This is Godõs world and 

we will serve  God in it.  

Arise.  

 

               Source unknown 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
  
ñPlay as spontaneous, joyous risk-taking in a safe 

space,     and games as means of learning rules, 

values and tradition, will become humanityôs anti-

dote to the alienating effects of technologies.ò 

                                              ðDr. E. Yerya, O.T.                                                       

  

   I first read this quote several years ago in a Physi-

cal Therapy department when I accompanied my 

mother for a treatment following her stroke.  In the 

session, the therapist asked my mom to place her 

feet as if sinking them into a sandy beach.  She was 

then instructed to sit on an oversized therapy ball 

with the final task being to toss a beach ball.  Scared 

at first of losing her balance, my mom eventually 

relaxed, commenting, ñI guess youôre getting me 

ready for my summer vacation on the Maine coast.ò   

  It was at about that point that I glanced beyond my 

mother and read the above quote on a wall 

poster.  This helped me realize that more than my 

motherôs muscles for balance were being strength-

ened: so were her imagination, spontaneity and 

hope.   

  The following summer we celebrated my motherôs 

hard work in rehab with a family vacation at her 

favorite Maine resort and yes, I packed a beach 

ball.    

  Play is a void in most adultsô lives, yet it is essen-

tial to health.  We adults have many responsibilities, 

worries and serious work on a daily basis.  What 

gets lost in the mix is time for play.  If this rings true 

for you, then it might be time to get serious about 

play!  Always active, it may or may not be in the 

form of a game using a ball. Just ask the folks who 

dance on Sunday nights in Chidley Hall about their 

experience of joyous risk-taking in a safe 

place.  Play, as an antidote, lessens stress, liberates 

tired patterns of thought and enlivens the spirit.  

  I play on Thursday morning with a group of local 

ministers in Concord.  Far from the traditional min-

isterial meetings, we engage in a movement form 

called InterPlay. The experience is the playful dis-

covery of joy, affirmation of life and the physicality 

of grace.  What develops is a body wisdom for no-

ticing experiences that bring moments of grace, as 

well as moments of stress. The result is that you can 

better choose the grace-makers in your life.   

  I hope that as warm weather approaches you will 

discover opportunities to play, recognize new or 

forgotten grace-makers in your life, and by all 

means pack a beach ball (or a kite) for that trip to 

the beach.      

     Be Well,  

                     Kathleen Zagata  

                      for the Ministerial Team    

  

 

 

CALL FOR SUMMER MUSICIANS!  

  Summer worship services begin on Sunday, June 24, 9:30 a.m. in the 

Chapel.  I am looking for musicians to play the simple hymns (and any 

extra music!) during the services.  Voices, keyboards, guitars, any instru-

ments will do!  I have placed a sign-up sheet outside the Music Room, on 

the table, for summer musicians.  Please, please sign up if you are interested 

in providing music for the services on Sundays: 

6/24, 7/1, 7/8, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 8/26, 9/2 
  There are 11 Sundays available!!  Get ready, you will probably hear from 

me in person as well! 

  If you have any suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me either by e-mail:  jringfrank@comcast.net or by telephone:  

617.441.0701.  Thanks!! 

Jane Ring Frank  

Director of Music 

From Facilities and Personnel --- 
Thank You Carl Boerner!! ! 

   The church members would like to recognize and thank Carl for his quick 

response and excellent repair work on some of our antique furniture that had 

failed.  Every little bit of help around the church is needed and appreciated. 

Feeling Cluttered and Not So Clean? 
  So is the church property.  So we need your help to resolve the prob-

lem.  The Facilities Commission is hosting an organized clean-up day on Sat-

urday May 12th.  This will include inside and outside cleaning and clutter 

reduction with 80% of the effort inside.   We will provide all the cleaning 

materials although if you have gloves please bring them along.  If you are 

unable to help with the labor although you have knowledge of the church pos-

sessions and where they belong, or can be there to coach us, please come to 

the event. 

  For your convenience we have two sessionsð9:00-12:00 or 12:00-3:00 

PM.  Please join one or both sessions, or stop by for just a few minutes to help 

or cheer us on. We will reward your efforts with morning coffee and donuts 

as well as a grilled food or pizza for lunch depending on the weather.  Please 

sign up by completing the clean-up form in the weekly bulletin or calling or 

emailing Tim Bryan 781-729-4925, tbryan46@comcast.net.  We welcome all 

ideas and input prior to the event.   

                                                                                                        Tim Bryan 

                                                                                     tbryan46@comcast.net 

Leaves from the Library --- 
  Anne Lamott is currently at the top of our local best sellers list, deservedly, 

if I may say so; and--lucky you!--you  can get her latest book,  Grace 

(eventually),  at our church library without waiting.  Or either of two others of 

her books. 

  However, do think about returning the Christmas book that has been  

sitting around for five months, plus any others from our library which you 

may have had at home for a while now.  Good to get our shelves in order  

before summer!                     Marjorie  Moore                                                      

I would like to thank everyone ñand there are manyñwho helped 

me during the busy Lenten/annual report season.  (And you know who you 

are...wink.)  If it hadnôt been for all your kindness, generosity and direction, 

who knows what might have been!   

ñOne can never pay in gratitude: one can only pay óin kindô 

somewhere else in life.ò  ðAnn Morrow Lindbergh 

If this quote is true, and I believe it is, think how others will benefit.  How 

wonderful!                                             Marianne Motherway, Office Manager 

mailto:tbryan46@comcast.net
mailto:tbryan46@comcast.net


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier, 
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne 
Zimmerman  The Diaconate assists the 
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

(chair), Debbie Johnston,  Susan Lennox,  

, Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, MaryEllen Eagen, Karen 

Roberts,  Thomie Tucci, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Jon Galli, Bob Lord,  John 

Mutterperl, Paul Richardson.  

Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meg 

Shin (co-chairs), Joe Harris, Cindy 

Mutterperl, Alex Rohall   The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia 
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi,  Carl 
Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 

Commission UPdates  

provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Laura Bryan, Pam 
Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy Crabtree, 
Karen Martin, Sybil Richardson,  Kathryn 
Scholl, Bob Shirley, Branda Wilhoite. 
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leather (co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Paul 
Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn,  Louise 
Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury.  The 
Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach  Linda Alexander and Paula 
Giancola (co-chairs),  Beth Bernhardt, 
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy 
Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser,  Anne 
Leiserson, Maryann McCall-Taylor.  The 
Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

MAY  

 

May 6 

Acts 11:1-18; Ps 148; Rev 21:1-6; John 

13:31-35 

 

May 13 

Acts 16:9 -15; Ps 67; Rev 21:10, 22-

22:5; John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

 

May 20 

Acts 16:16-34; Ps 97; Rev 22:12-14, 16

-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 

 

May 27 

Acts 2:1-21 OR Gen 11:1

-9. Ps 104:24-34, 35b; 

Rom 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-

21; John 14:8-17, 

 (25-27) 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

Outreach Spotlight on:  

Esperanza 
  An international program that we support 

through our Outreach dollars is the 

Esperanza International Foundation. 

Esperanza  focuses on the Dominican Re-

public and provides long-lasting solutions 

that enable families there to help themselves. 

  The primary way that Esperanza helps peo-

ple is a micro-credit lending program. 

Through this program, Esperanza nurtures 

entrepreneurs who are too poor to qualify for 

traditional bank loans. The micro-credit 

lending program uses a group-lending meth-

odology where groups of 5-8 members of a 

community receive and repay a loan to-

gether. (Initial loan amounts are generally 

$125 per person.) Multiple groups of entre-

preneurs are known as a ñBank of Hopeò. A 

Bank of Hope is a group of women who 

agree to work together and support each 

other in their businesses and other aspects of 

community life. (84% of Esperanzaôs clients 

are women.) 

  In order to meet the most basic needs of 

individuals, families and communities, the 

micro-credit program integrates education, 

vocational training and health care. Results 

are immediate and dramatic. Families eat 

better, children are in school, health im-

proves, houses are made safer, they dress 

better and have a positive outlook for them-

selves and their communities as their busi-

nesses become viable and they become eco-

nomically self-sufficient.  

  To learn more about Esperanza and read 

stories of people who have found hope 

through the programs of this organization, 

visit the website at: 

www.hopetech-hosting.com/~seattle/us/ 

 

Habitat for Humanity  
The next opportunity to participate in Habi-

bat for Humanity will come up on Saturday, 

May 19.  Interested adults and youth 16 

years of age and older should contact Doug 

Taylor at: 

 

781-729-6258 or 

Mccall-taylor@verizon.net. 

Helping the Moms at  

New Day  
  This Mother's Day, please sup-

port the residents of New Day, a 

treatment center in Somerville 

for pregnant and parenting 

women in recovery for substance 

abuse.  In marked baskets in the 

Church lobby, we are collecting 

brand new items that the Out-

reach Commission will package 

into gift bags and deliver to the 

Moms at New Day.  Here are 

some ideas for you:  toiletries 

and accessories (special soaps, 

bath gel, brush/comb, nail pol-

ish, hairdryer, etc.), fun books 

and magazines, twin-sized bed-

ding, Dunkin Donuts gift certifi-

cates, towel/face cloths, spring t-

shirts, alarm clocks, etc.  We 

also got a special request for 

baby monitors.  Please have 

your goodies in the baskets by 

Thursday, May 10.  Be creative 

and make a Mom happy!  

Room to Read   
 

  Have you seen?  Room to Readôs foun-

der John Wood has published a book 

about his journey.  It is entitled, Leaving 

Microsoft to Change the World: An 

Entrepreneur's Odyssey to Educate 

the World's Children.  We have been 

supporting Room to Read for the past 

few years through the Outreach Commis-

sion.  A review from Publishers Weekly 

states, ñIt's a rare business book that not 

only provides savvy insights for better 

business practices but transcends the 

category altogether, to rank as an infec-

tiously inspiring read. Wood takes the 

reader on an engaging journey from his 

life as a rather ordinary marketing direc-

tor at Microsoft through the transforma-

tive decision to launch the nonprofit or-

g a n i z a t i o n  R o o m  t o  R e a d 

(www.roomtoread.org), which has cre-

ated more than 2,000 schools and librar-

ies for children across Asiaéò 

  By year end 2006, Room to Read 

opened its 3,000th library, published its 

100th original local language book, in-

creased its number of girls on long-term 

scholarships to over 2,300, expanded its 

geographic base onto the African conti-

nent with the opening of an office in 

South Africa (other countries include 

Nepal, Cambodia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, 

and Laos) and in 2006 alone broke 

ground on 99 new School Room projects.   

Playing Golf 

When It Matters!  
 

Mission of Deeds  

Annual Golf  

Tournament, Monday, 

June 4, 2007 at Woburn Country Club, 

Woburn, MA, $500/foursome 

For more info, 781.944.9797 

 

Protestant Guild 10th Annual Golf 

Tournament, Thursday, June 7, 2007, 

8:30 AM, Stow Acres Country Club, 

Stow, MA, $175/person; $700/

foursome 

For more info, 781.893.6000 

 

Council of Social Concern 2nd Annual 

Golf Tournament, Monday, June 25, 

2007, 7:30 AM at the Woburn Country 

Club, Woburn, MA 

For more info, 781.935.6495 

 

 

Raffle of Handmade Quilt: 
  The Mission of Deeds is conducting a 

raffle for a beautiful handmade quilt with 

tickets available at 1 for $5.00 or 3 for 

$10.00 from Mission of Deeds, 6 Chapin 

Avenue, Reading, MA 01867 (781) 944-

9797.  The drawing will occur on or 

about July 16, 2007.  Get your tickets 

early to help support this  charity. 

Correction 
The new email address of Judy and Gary 

OôBrien was listed incorrectly in last 

monthôs Spire.  The correct address: 

jobnow@verizon.net.   

http://www.hopetech-hosting.com/~seattle/us/
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Legislative Action Day: MCH 

  While reviewing the "coming events" listing of the Massachusetts Coalition for 

the Homeless (MCH) on its website,  I discovered that the Legislative Action 

Day for MCH would take place on February 28, 2007 at the State House; and 

being impressed with the activities of that organization, I decided to register for 

the event.   

  The program began at 9:30 am with an overview of the 2008 legislative priori-

ties of MCH, followed by the Keynote Address of Stephen Mindich, Founder and 

CEO of Phoenix Media/Communications and Publisher of  Boston Phoenix.   Mr. 

Mindich has been a powerful champion for people experiencing homelessness as 

shown through many articles and editorials in The Phoenix.  He convincingly laid 

out his concerns in his Keynote Address, pointing out that homelessness, which 

has been rapidly on the increase in Massachusetts, could be essentially wiped out 

with the expenditure of relatively small amounts of money.  The startling in-

crease in homelessness is due largely to rapidly increasing housing costs and  

living expenses and relative decrease in the purchasing power of the average 

worker's income.  Many instances go unreported since many refuse to admit or 

accept the fact that they have slipped into that condition. 

  A panel discussion addressed the impacts of the loss of housing on children and 

adolescents. The staggering increase in the number of homeless children in the 

Commonwealth was discussed along with the efforts of the panelists and their 

organizations to deal with the issues and problems faced by homeless children.  

The panel was of unanimous view that the most urgent need of homeless children 

and adolescents is to provide complete education along with sports, extra-

curricular activities and other benefits normally available to non-homeless chil-

dren.  Without these benefits, society faces a serious risk of losing such children. 

  In the afternoon, many of the registrants attended meetings that they had previ-

ously scheduled with their legislative representatives to advocate for the MCH 

program and particularly the seven top legislative priorities of MCH for FY '08.  

The list included support and expansion of homelessness prevention programs for 

individuals and families, including (1) level funding of MCH's First Stop Initia-

tive, a first stop health center homelessness prevention collaborative; (2) creation 

and funding of No Place Like Home, an early warning, early response homeless-

ness prevention program at DTA; and (3) increased funding for the Residential 

Assistance for Families in Transition Program (RAFT).  Additional priorities 

include (a) providing adequate funding to ensure access to emergency assistance 

(EA) resources; (b) improving the safety-net for low-income elders and persons 

with disabilities and increasing food stamp benefits under the Emergency Aid to 

the Elder, Disabled and Children Program (EAEDC);  and (c) increasing funding 

for the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program. 

  I met with Representative Paul Casey and presented the top priorities of MCH 

along with a  packet of explanatory material.  The Governor's FY'08 budget rec-

ommendations had  been released just moments before our meeting.  The pro-

posed budget reflected an increase of more than $6.2 million over FY'07, and 

consolidated the eleven current accounts dealing with homelessness  issues to 

just two line items.  Representative Casey asked for MCH's reaction to the pro-

posed budget and in particular to the effect of the proposed consolidation.  I have 

since sent to Representative Casey and Senator Pat Jehlen copies of an overview 

of MCH explaining the effect of the Governor's budget proposal on the top legis-

lative priority items of MCH.  At this time MCH is unable to set forth specific 

objections or requests regarding the Governor's proposal because the  implemen-

tation of the proposed consolidation is not fully explained and MCH is doubtful 

that it will take effect for FY'08 because of the considerable work required for 

successful consolidation.                        Bill McCarter 

 

Walk For 
Hunger  

Sunday, May 6  

Interfaith 

ñWorshipperôs 
Walkò (10 miles) 

departs from Winchester 

Common at noon  

Please help make a difference in the 

lives of hungry families and children 

by participating in Project Breadôs 

annual Walk for Hunger.  A bus 

arranged by the Winchester Interfaith 

Council will meet us on the 

Winchester Common at noon to take 

us to the half-way (10 mile) point of 

the walk. 

Call Jena Roy (781-729-2520) if you 

are interested in walking and/or 

sponsoring our team!  Thank you! 

Mission: New Orleans 2007 
 

  Planning for our Church's Mission Trip to 

New Orleans scheduled for June 23-30 is 

progressing well. The group of 12 held its 

initial meeting a few weeks ago to discuss 

logistics and expectations about the trip.  As 

it was last year, the objective of this Mission 

Trip is to help people in New Orleans re-

cover from the destruction caused in the 

wake of Hurricane Katrina in August  

2005.  While there has been progress, there 

are still thousands of homes that have not 

even been "cleaned out" yet, nearly two 

years later. 

 

  Even if you are not able to participate in the 

trip to New Orleans, please know that you 

can still support the mission and our mis-

sionaries."  In the Church lobby, look for 

information about our "buy-a-quarter-of-a-

van" fundraising drive to help defray the 

costs of the trip.   Thank you for your 

continued support. 

 



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30ï6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

BAGELS AND BUNNIES and PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

earn record breaking funds for the Youth Mission Trip.   
  On Saturday, April 7th the Easter Bunny visited our church.   He (or she?) was avail-

able for picture taking and egg hiding.  Robin Donovan acted as both photographer and 

photo printer.  The Bunny also supervised the Easter Egg Hunt.  On Easter morning,  

the youth continued their fund raising efforts for the mission trip.  Between the two 

worship services (9 and 11 am), they served a pancake breakfast ï pancakes, sausage, 

coffee, syrup, milk, juice ï the whole works.  Both events provided opportunities for 

church members to get Coffee Caritas mugs.  Between the two events, the kids raised 

$1,086.  Combined with the money raised at the Youth Coffee House, the church youth 

raised enough money to pay for the rental vans to be used in Puerto Rico.  The Youth 

thank you for your help and support. Look for trip pictures and details in June.  

AN INCONVENIENT 

TRUTH at a convenient time  
and place.  On Sunday, May 6, at 7:30 the 

youth and the Adult Christian Education 

commission will jointly sponsor a showing 

of former Vice President Al Goreôs Acad-

emy Award-winning film ñAn Inconven-

ient Truthò.  The film focuses on the issue 

of global warming.  As a church commu-

nity, we are hopeful that this might begin a 

greater effort to be aware of our resource 

use in the church and in our homes.  Come 

and join with your friends and neighbors to 

learn and to act.   

Together we can make a difference. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP A 

SMASH HIT.  At least thatôs what 
weôre hoping the headline will be.  The 

Spring Youth Mission trip went to Yu-

quiyu Camp and Conference Center in 

Puerto Rico on April 14th (after this article 

was written)  Yuquiyu is like the UCC 

Craigville Conference center on Cape Cod.  

The Centerôs mission is to provide much 

needed opportunities for recreation and 

learning for the islandôs children as well as 

conference facilities for religious and aca-

demic groups.  They also run a hospice for 

AIDS patients.  Our work included mainte-

nance and repair.  We worked both outside 

and inside, working on the grounds and the 

hospice, camp and conference center 

buildings.  We were there from April 14th 

to the 20th.  Look for pictures and actual 

details in the June Spire. 

 

CONFIRMATION 2007  
  Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday, May 20th.  The participants in this 

yearôs confirmation class are:  Julia Ogier, Candace Mullane, Clara Lauter-

wasser, Becca Gyory, Alexis Zavez, Boyd Green,  Jeb Roberts,  Johnny 

Malia,  Ryan Connolly, Will Haggett, Nick Gallop, Ben Bratt,  and Chris 

Smith.  Weôve been meeting for dinner and confirmation class every other 

Sunday for two years.  The kids are now at the point of writing their State-

ments of Faith.  This process will help them make the big decision about 

confirmation.  Those who choose to take that step will formally unite with 

our congregation during worship on May 20th.    

 

 

 BUNNIES AND BAGELS  
 

 Left:  Peter Manning serves as  

 cashier at Bunnies and Bagels. 

 

  Below: Kids in the nursery, waiting                        

to go egg hunting. 

 

 

Wanna Dance? 

CHIDLEY HALL  

DANCE STUDIO 

 

Sunday Nights in May 

At 5 pm 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 

    We are in the season of Eastertide, the fifty days between Easter and Pente-

cost, when it was said of old, ñnot a single person fastsò.  We are to celebrate the 

Spiritôs call to a new, resurrected life. Resurrection gets good air time, but we 

might also remember, ñGod is not so much our good great-uncle.  God is more 

often an earthquake.ò  Indeed, it is the God of new life that rolls away the stones 

blocking  the exits from our deadened, perfectly controlled existence and opens 

the entrances to new possibilities.  It is the God of new life that unlocks the doors 

we were convinced in our self-delusions had been locked forever.  It is the God 

of new life that breaks open the chains that have held us in place for good or 

ll.   It is the God of new life that topples the mazes we had been wandering 

through and calls us out of the rubble to stand fully in the grace of who we truly 

are. 

     Indeed, sometimes we welcome the new beginning, the fresh start of  which 

we have been dreaming.  But if we are honest, we must also acknowledge that at 

times we are filled with fear or dread at the prospect of the new way of living to 

which we are being called. Sometimes we need to confess that a part of us had 

begun to enjoy the little unconscious patterns we had established that helped us 

float through the day.  We became used to the old habits of interaction that  al-

lowed us a kind of sleepwalking, that held hidden privileges, unexposed secrets 

or lies, unnamed prejudices.  The new beginning may not be all we thought it 

was cracked up to be, as our handy scapegoating of ñthose othersò is broken open 

to reveal Godôs new world where the very ones from whom we may have tried to 

escape, those we had wished to rid ourselves of once and for all, surprise us by 

leading us into a renewed life, inviting us to build firm foundations now on  

truth, honesty, and interactions grounded in justice, mutual service, and love. 

     The new community formed by Easter tells us God takes the broken  frag-

ments of our lives and uses them to create a new world based on the Creatorôs 

inclusive loving embrace of the whole human family.  This new community is 

not so much an institution or an organization.  As we at First Church Winchester 

have been exploring for the past several years, this new community of disciple-

ship is grounded in the common experience of our intimacy with God found in 

Christ.  It is the household of all who abide in him, gathered around his stories 

and his way of being with and for others.  Sometimes we find ourselves with the 

most unlikely people in this new life, this new family formed around the risen  

Christ.  We are amazed at who we are asked to see as our brothers and sisters, 

our friends and companions on the way. 

     The new community is grounded in our commitment to reciprocal care and 

mutual love.  Released and broken are our judgmental ways, our self-

justifications of earned goodness and deserved rewards.  All this leads us back to 

the scene of foot washing in that upper room, where Jesus demonstrates the mu-

tual service of loving one another with utter disregard for human rank and 

status.  Those called to live the new life of Eastertide are not an inward-looking 

mutual admiration society, but a place in which we give ourselves to one another 

in love, realizing we are accepted and loved by God so much that we can set 

aside our own concerns to allow anotherôs needs to take center stage from time to 

time in an interdependent offering of service, one to another. 

      It is this complete rootedness in God, our groundedness in Godôs utter grace, 

which releases us from our self-justifications and our illusion that we have 

earned or can ever earn such an unconditional loving embrace from our Crea-

tor.  It opens us to new life, which we had never expected.  In this new life, we 

are invited to experience our vulnerabilities as strengths, our perceived losses as 

gains, our loving one another as the only thing that makes sense any more in this 

understanding of life renewed and restored, after the world has done the worst it 

could do to us.  Released from these burdens of perfectionism, and earned grace, 

we have been made ready to sing together anew, ñAnd theyôll know we are 

Christians, but our love, by our love, Yes, theyôll know we are Christians by our 

love.ò  Alleluia! 

 

    --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 
COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES 

 MARCH RETREAT -- 
Listening to God and to Each Other  

    Unless the LORD builds the house, 

   those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the LORD guards the city, 

   the guard keeps watch in vain.  Psalm 127: 1 

 
On Saturday, March 10, eighteen members 

of the Council on Ministries (the COM is made up of 

the Moderator, Treasurer, Historian, Ministry Team, 

Deacons, and chairs of all Commissions) met in the 

Palmer Room from 8:30 am until 1 pm for a Spiri-

tual Life and Planning Retreat.  At monthly Council 

meetings over the past half year, several recurring 

themes had come up in our talking together.  We had 

scheduled a couple of extra evening Council meet-

ings for further discussion, but felt that we wanted to 

spend a good block of concentrated time together, 

where we could listen carefully to both God and each 

other, share our concerns and our ideas, and develop 

some plans for moving forward as a faith commu-

nity. 

A Retreat wouldnôt be complete without 

food, and we shared breakfast together as we gath-

ered and a light lunch during our Breakout Planning 

Groups.   We also prayed, played, entered into the 

Bible Story, listened carefully to each other and to 

Godôs Spirit, brainstormed list after list of thoughts 

and ideas, met together in large and small groups, 

questioned, challenged, and explored a variety of 

assumptions, issues, concerns. 

We began by reviewing what had brought us 

together that morning and generated a long list of the 

questions on our minds and in our hearts.  Next we 

spent some time listening to Godôs word to us in a 

Community Discernment Exercise, using passages 

from the Gospel of John.   Our morning work to-

gether was eventually distilled into four immediate 

ñISSUES TO BE ADDRESSEDò and we broke into 

four ñPlanning Groupsò to further refine and explore 

those issues.   The groups then regathered to present 

their thoughts in these areas: 

1. Vision, Identity, and Faith Formation 

2. Administrative Structure 

3. Stewardship of Material and People  

    Resources 

4. Communication 

      Now that the 2007 Annual Meeting has 

occurred and the new Commissions, Deacons, etc. 

are in place, the Council on Ministries will continue 

to address the above issues and begin exploring how 

to put into place ways to carry our plans forward.   

      Weôll need your input!!  So watch for op-

portunities to join in the discussion, the planning, 

and the implementation as we move forward.   To 

get us all started, there is a Report from the Council 

on Ministries Retreat available on the table in the 

reception area outside the office.  Pick up a copy for 

yourself and one to pass on to a friend ï we need 

everyoneôs involvement in a large or a small way as 

we continue to live out the Vision which is develop-

ing among us.    
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

Touchstones  
A Womenôs Wellness and 

 Spirituality  Discussion Group 

Touchstones Spring Mix! 
Moving Closer to God   

Tuesdays 12:30--2:00 in the 

Palmer Room  
  

Add these  ingredients to the mixture of your 

life and move closer to God during everyday 

ordinary moments.   

   

  

May 1       MOVEMENT  

  Experience the Sacred through movement: 

  A session for NON-DANCERS.  Repeat !      

NON-DANCERS.!  
   Janet Willie, a movement specialist will lead 

us in gentle movement. Feel the fullness 

and the physicality of grace that  

accompanies prayer in motion.  The  

session requires  that  you  wear comfortable  

clothing  and  come with a willingness to ex-

pand your avenues for praying.     
  

  

May 8       BEAUTY & NATURE  

                 Celebrate God's creation.  

   Sybil Richardson will arrange flowers and tell 

us about the joy they create . 

   Carol Jones will share her passion for 

gardening as expressed in creating outdoor 

sanctuary, hope and creation.  

  

May 15    ANNUAL POTLUCK  

             LUNCHEON  
          12:30--2:00 

                We'll gather at the home of                         

            Laura Bryan, 15 Grassmere Ave 

                     RSVP to Debbie 

at the_johnstons@comcast.net or 721-0505 

 

 

Put it on your calendar!  Join us for 

An Introduction to Birding: 
Saturday Morning, May 5, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 
  Learn the basics of birding at the JOPPA Flats Education Center and 

then travel to the Hellcat Swamp area of the Parker River National Wild-

life Refuge to test your new skills in a variety of habitats.   

 

  We can take 18 adults and children ages 8 and up.  Call Cathy Crabtree 

(781-721-2137) for more information and to sign up. 

 

  The Health Ministry extends a special thank you to Cindy and John 

Mutterperl for arranging this outing, and to Cathy and John Crabtree for 

coordinating the sign-up and event details.  

Dance  
Into Spring!!!  

 
CHIDLEY HALL  

DANCE STUDIO 

 

Sunday Nights in 

May at 5 pm 

 
Contact David Weir 

at 781-729-3667 

For all the details! 

Organic Produce 
  The Health Ministry wants you to 

know that if you want to have  

Locally-grown  fruits, vegetables  

and flowers from June through Oc-

tober, you can buy a share in Lin-

dentree Farm, a community-

supported farm located in Lincoln, 

MA.  You can learn more at: 

Www.lindentreefarm.com 

  Or by calling church members 

Carole Cook and Walter Ogier, who 

have been members of Lindentree 

Farm for a number of years and 

would be happy to answer your 

questions. 

 

  Their number is 781-729-1851. 

Ruth Group  

 

  The May 20th Ruth Group will be at 

Susan Sawyerôs House, 15 Sheffield West.  

Please call if you need directions or a ride. 

 

  The May 20th selection is Balzac and the 

Little Chinese Seamstress, by Dai Sijie.  

All women are welcome whether or not 

they have read the book.  

          

        AIDS Walk and Run, Sunday June 3d! 
 

  On Sunday June 3d, the Forzese/Zimmerman family will join thousands of 

other New Englanders for AIDS Walk Boston, raising funds and awareness 

for the AIDS Action Committee <http://www.aac.org>. 

  Please consider sponsoring us or other participants -- or how about coming 

out to join in the fun? (especially if you don't mind running slowly!) 

  To sponsor, just check into our family team page: 

<http://www.aac.org/site/TR? 

team_id=9880&amp;pg=team&amp;fr_id=1030> 

  Or if you prefer a more 'old school' method, please contact Rick or 

Julianne, or simply give one of us a check made out to AIDS Walk Boston. 

[Please make your donation *before* the event, if at all possible.] 

mailto:the_johnstons@comcast.net
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SPRING TERM IS IN HIGH GEAR ! 
 

After Easter, the Church School focuses on the early Christian Church, those first followers of Jesus who were slowly 

discovering what it means to be a Christian.  The children, too, and their teachers with them, will learn what being a dis-

ciple of Jesus means in Winchester, Massachusetts in 2007.  We will also be preparing for CHURCH SCHOOL SUN-

DAY, JUNE 10.   
 

May 2007 - Preschool, Early, Middle, and Older Elementary 

Living in Love 

 May 6 - 1 Corinthians 13 
 May 13 - 1 John 3:11-24 (Love one another) 
 May 20 - 1 John 4:7-19 (God is Love) 
 

May 2007 - Tweens in Transition (Fifth Grade) 

 May 6 - Pentecost - Acts 2:1-36 
 May 13 - Life Among Believers - Acts 2:37-47 
 May 20 - Paul's Conversion - Acts 9:1-19 

 

LOOKING AHEAD ï NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ON SUNDAY, MAY 27, 

   MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND.  
 

SECOND GRADERS ï WATCH FOR YOUR ñBIBLE LETTERS!ò  Each year in the fall the church presents Bi-

bles to that yearôs Third Grade Church School Class.  Soon letters will be in the mail to this yearôs Second Graders and 

their parents about the Bible presentation.  Youôll have the opportunity to indicate how youôd like your name imprinted 

on the outside of your Bible.  Please return the letter promptly, so we can place our order and make sure we have a Bible 

for YOU!  If your child is in the Second Grade class and you donôt receive a Bible letter soon, please call us.  We donôt 

want to inadvertently leave anyone out.  Any older children who have not yet received a gift Bible from the church 

should notify the office or talk to Carol Jones so that we may include you in our presentation. 
 

Thank You!! Thank You!! Thank You!!  
é to this wonderful group of volunteers who shared their time, their gifts, and their love with our Church School chil-

dren this year.  We would love to have all of them join us again next year as we continue our ñAdventure in Faithò with 

our children ï and weôd like you to join in, too.  Speak to any of these dedicated ñeducation ministersò about the joys ï 

and challenges ï of being part of a Church School Teaching Team. 
 

Preschool Threes:  Carol Jones, Cindy, Morgan and Russell Mahoney, Kate Carpini, Susan Rozmanith, Trent and  

Rebecca Parkhill, and weekly parent helpers 
 

PreK and Kindergarten:  Karen Crawford, Jenny Splaine, Candace Mullane, Katherine Scholl, Thomie Tucci,  Joe 

 Bianco, Megan Scipione, Jennifer Regentz, Diedre Giblin and several parent helpers..  
 

First and Second Grades:  Tony McPherson, Andy McKinley, Maria Fernando, Charlotte Page, Kevin Kuechler, Lucy 

Willoughby. 
 

Third Grade (Fall):   Minnie Joung, Emma Troisi 
 

Fourth Grade (Fall):   Suzanne Morris, Kitty Schneider , Kyle Glacken   
 

Third and Fourth (Spring): Marc Ritenhouse, Jessica Ritenhouse, Sarah Gallop, Kyle Glacken 

 

Fifth Grade:  Jena Roy, Steve Haggett, Jodie Mullane, Alex Ogier 

 

 

C H U R C H   S C H O O L  N E W S  



May 2007 Page 12 

 

Winter Term Learning Centers for Grades 1-5:  Debra Damren, Branda Wilhoite, Kyle Glacken, Pam Budner, Nancy 

Powers, Sybil Richardson, Carol Jones, Mary Ellen Eagan and weekly parent helpers. 

 

We Are Growing as Disciples of Jesus é 

Come Grow WITH  Us!! 

As growing disciples of Jesus, we are learning 

To be an important part of a loving and inclusive faith community, centered in God 

 and in Jesus, who shows us Godé 

To worship God together with our church school friends and with our whole church 

 familyé 

To talk with God in prayer about our joys and our troublesé 

To read and understand the Bible and what it means for our lives todayé 

To recognize how much we have to give and learn how God can use what we offeré 
         And to serve our church and share Godôs love with the world. 
 

Do YOU want to learn these things, too?  

Would you share what YOU have learned so far with US?  

Would you join one of our Church School Teaching Teams   

for next year?  
 

Sign up on the bulletin board in Chidley Hall, contact Carol Jones 

(isisghound@yahoo.com, 781-729-9180 x15), Annmarie Galli (anngalli@comcast.net) or 

Debra Damren (glackenm@comcast.net). 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR  

FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR  

 
May 6 -- COMMUNITY CELEBRATION for Grades 1 through 5, led by the 

  Fifth Grade 
 

May 13, 20 ï Regular Classes and getting ready for Church School Sunday 

  Cherub Choir (Three-Year-Olds through Grade 2) Rehearsal for 

Church School Sunday 
 

May 27 ï Memorial Day Weekend ï No Regular Church School Classes 
 

June 3 ï Last day of class ï time for ñclass parties,ò classroom clean-up, and final 

preparation for Church School Sunday.   

Cherub Choir (Three-Year-Olds through Grade 2) Rehearsal for 

Church School Sunday 
 

June 10 ï CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY, the morning in which all of our  

  children, from  the three-year-olds to the fifth-graders lead us in  

  worshipping God together  

mailto:isisghound@yahoo.com
http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=anngalli%40comcast.net
http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=glackenm%40comcast.net
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WALKING TOGETHER IN FAITH ï- 
Conversations Overheard on the Journey 

(During Lent three different groups of people, 25 

ñcompanionsò in all, met to talk about what they be-

lieved, what they trusted in, and how that affected the way 

they lived day by day.  Called ñFAITHWALK: Recogniz-

ing the Theology Youôre Already Living (or Trying To), 
the series used Anthony Robinsonôs book, Whatôs Theol-

ogy Got To Do With It?, as the jumping-off point  for a 

wide-ranging discussion about our lives today.  Here are 

some of the things I heard and some of the experiences I 

had during those meetings.  Carol Jones)  
 

     We met in the Palmer Room, one of my favorite 

places in the church, blessed and hallowed as it is by so 

many retreats and informal prayer services and small 

group discussions, not to mention the receptions, parties, 

meetings, classes, and private conversations that have 

taken place there through the years. 
 

     The ñHoly Conversationsò process seemed to suggest 

that in the past we have felt very uncomfortable talking 

about our own faith and about what we believe.  Why was 

this so?  Perhaps because we felt we didnôt have the lan-

guage to describe our beliefs, or because our congrega-

tion seems to be so di-

verse, or because we 

have spent so little time 

actually talking with 

each other about faith 

issues and we didnôt 

know exactly how we 

would be received. 
 

     Well, that has cer-

tainly begun to change!!  

Maybe itôs because of 

the experience we had 

two years ago with the 

ñBorg Groupsò, and the 

ñcircles of trustò we cre-

ated then, but the depth 

of conversation and the 

willingness to share per-

sonal experiences freely 

and openly was remark-

able among the groups 

this time around.   
   
      We also talked a lot 

about our differing theo-

logical perspectives, our 

ways of understanding 

and interpreting our ex-

periences,  

about our unique stories 

and how they were a part 

of Godôs Story, how we 

use different metaphors  

to help us understand our own story, and about how much 

we were learning ï how our own faith was being enriched, 

deepened ï by hearing other peopleôs metaphors and sto-

ries.    
   
     We talked about the differences between a ñclosed setò, 

an ñopen set,ò and a ñcentered set,ò which one we saw our 

congregation embodying right now and where we thought 

we wanted to go in the future.  We talked about what it 

was like to try to live a counter-cultural life of faith among 

all of the surrounding ñðologiesò that compete for our 

commitment ï have you over considered the pull of 

ñsuccess-ology,ò  ñcontrol-ology,ò  ñyard-ologyò, or ñkid-

ologyò on your life? 
 

     Coming up with a list of core Christian content and  

convictions was a remarkable group exercise.  Those of us 

who had thought about this before made suggestions -- and 

those for whom ñthinking theologicallyò was new and 

novel often very quickly identified with what was being 

said,  recognizing and claiming for themselves how their 

experiences fit with the core beliefs that were suggested.  

In some cases, it almost seemed as if a bell was rung and 

peopleôs spirits turned toward the sound in recognition and 

in hope. The ñCenterò 

for the ñcentered setô that 

we had said we wanted 

to be a part of began to 

emerge as we talked 

about our lives and about 

what all of those 

ñtheologicalò words 

meant to us individually 

and as a community of 

faith.   
 

     For almost all of us 

the most stimulating and 

challenging exercise was 

thinking about how we 

each experienced Jesus 

as our Savior.  After all, 

itôs said that the UCC 

part of our name stands 

for ñUnitarians consider-

ing Christò!!  Thinking 

about Jesus Christ, his 

claims on us, his mean-

ing for our lives, and 

what our own Life Mis-

sion was in response is 

what we each took away 

as our ñFaithwalkò 

homework.   

 
KLTăQOVăVLROăLTKă~C>FQET>IH ¡+ 

 and find a friend to talk over your answers with. 
 

   Tony Robinson suggests that we are bombarded by 
ñtheologiesò--  or perspectives --  or ways of seeing the 
world.    What are some of the ñ--ologiesò of modern, secu-
lar life in Winchester today? 
   Have you had an experience of grace, of God ós love and 
care, which came to you as a gift or surprise, not some-
thing you achieved or figured out, but which found you or 
was given to you?  What impact did this experience have 
on your life? 
   Tony says that within the variety of meanings and inter-
pretations among Christian churches today, there is a spe-
cific core of content at the heart of Christian faith, without 
which it becomes something other than it is.  What would 
YOU include as part of that core of content? 
 
When YOU pray, whom do you pray to? 
 
   The universal proclamation of Christian faith is , ñJESUS 
SAVES!ò   How does Jesus save YOU?  What does he 
save you from?  How are you called to respond in the way 
you live?  
   One prayer of invocation says:  ñCome Holy Spirit, 
break us open and make us new!ò  How do YOU re-
spond to the prayer?  How do you experience the Spirit in 
your life? ... in the world today? 



WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 

The FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

21 Church Street  

Winchester, MA  01890 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested  

Can you help deliver 

ñLittle Red Wagonò food 

donations to area pantries?  

Please call Laura Bailey 

At 781-756-0188. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

TO COOK & SERVE AT  

THE DWELLING PLAC E 

The Dwelling Place is a soup 

kitchen in Woburn that provides 

meals to hungry individuals and 

families.  FCC members and friends 

prepare and serve meals on the third 

Saturday of every month.  Recipes  

are provided.  Children are welcome.  

This is a great way to get to know 

other church families.  To volunteer, 

please contact Michelle Zavez at 721

-0726. 
Become a  

Parish 
Visitor 

Call George Hebb at 

729-4689 or Kathleen 

Zagata at 729-9180 

x16. 

HOW TO ALLOW ALL YOUR 

MONETARY GIFTS TO FIND 

THEIR  RIGHTFUL HOME é. 
   If you canôt make it to John Sulli-

vanôs Eleventh  Hour talk on estate 

planning on May 6th, donôt panic! 

We will be hosting a follow up 

Eleventh Hour  to that talk in the 

Fall. But in the meantime, feel free 

to contact John  at 781 721 0100 or 

Brian Koss at 781 729 2790 with 

any questions. 

   Do you know what a Health Care 

Proxy is? Or a Durable POA? Who 

do you want making decisions for 

you if you canôt make decisions 

yourself? These are questions you 

need to be able to answer. Brain-

storm with Counsel to be prepared 

for every scenario. Remember, it is 

never too early to make your plan 

for the 

Thank you for all you do. 


