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HOLY CONVERSATIONS -- 

Reawakening To Our True Selves 
 

ñNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the con-

viction of things not seen.ò 

                                                       --Hebrews 11:1 

 

By the time you are reading this Spire, we hope you will have 

received your copy of the Holy Conversations vision re-

port.  Almost two years ago, our Holy Conversations group 

was charged by the church to listen to God and to the congre-

gation, to discern a new vision for what it is weôre yearning to 

be together as an intentional faith community.  We have dis-

tilled the essence of what we heard.  We offer it as a living, 

breathing statement of our highest hopes and aspirations, to be 

discussed, developed and revisited as we continue to grow 

together.  We invite your questions, feedback and comments 

as we move forward in a variety of ways and venues to begin 

to digest and work with this vision.  Join us for one of the 

Eleventh Hour discussions on May 7 and May 21.. 

 

Debbie Johnston 

 

CONFIRMATION   

Sunday, May 21  

 

On Sunday, May 21, another group of 

young people will confirm the baptismal 

vows made on their behalf by their par-

ents.  The Confirmation celebration be-

gins that morning with a breakfast where 

the Confirmands, their parents and the 

Deacons gather before worship.  

 

 Each year, parents from the previous 

yearôs class host this breakfast, at which 

tokens of this important day are given to 

each of the Confirmands.  The celebra-

tion culminates in the Confirmation cere-

mony during worship that morning 

where these young people become full 

members of this congregation.   

 

Please join us for this wonderful celebra-

tion. 

 

(More details about the Confirmation 

class and this yearôs process are on page 

eight.) 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the December Spire is 

November 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

b 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

 

PASSAGES 
 

Marriage  

Renee Spencer announces the marriage of 

her son, Earle Spencer III (ñTripò) to 

Jaymie Myers, in New York City, on 

Sunday, April 2nd.   

 

***************  

 

In Memoriam  
With sorrow, we report the deaths of 

 

Mary Bennink  

Charles Doe 

 

Our sympathy goes to all their loved ones 

in this time of grief. 

 
Leaves from the Library  

 

Watch for the June Spire issueôs recom-

mendations for good summer reading! 

 

In the meantime, enjoy going to Sunday 

Coffee Hours in Chidley Hall and, while 

youôre there, browsing through the mobile 

collection of books.  There are a number 

of new acquisitions that promise riveting 

reading!  Plus a lot of other great titles.  

Check it out! 
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Pastoral Team Letter      
      How many times in the course of a week does an email from a friend or an inter-

view on NPR give you reason to pause?  How often does the imagery of a poem or a 

passage in a novel catch your attention, if just for an instant?  Such unexpected mo-

ments disrupt our routines, and like a mini retreat, draw us inward.  Such moments 

refresh, teach, confront, remind or offer hope.  I have come to appreciate these dis-

ruptions as an opportunity for informal prayer.  To reap their benefit requires a will-

ingness to pause, reflect and feel the resonance. Here are a few such moments I ex-

perienced this past month.   

    While helping me set up a book display for a recent Health Ministry coffee hour, 

Marjorie Moore drew my attention to a library bio on Maria Maravigna known as 

the ñMushroom Ladyò of Winchester who recently died at age 106.  Picking up the 

bio, I wondered, ñSo what was her secret to a long and full life?ò  An answer came 

in a glance when my eyes fell on the following passage:   

   Marie makes beauty her daily bread... In the spring, summer and until late fall, 

Maria is up often as early as five oôclock working in her villa garden.  She hunts 

mushrooms, takes care of her home and her dog, Bambi, does her own cooking and 

baking, has visitors and answers mushroom inquires. Children bring her their mush-

rooms finds-ñHere, Maria, is a mushroom for you.  I found it!ò-their eyes shining 

with the thrill of discovery...  And often until the wee hours, Maria sits at her work 

bench  bringing forth from clay the souls of mushrooms.  

     Going to my bookshelf to find a gift I had purchased for a friendôs birthday, I 

rediscovered a book entitled Sacred Eyes.  The author, Robert Keck, envisioned an 

emerging spiritual maturity in the 21st century.  I was struck by how the authorôs 

remarks echoed the findings of our Holy Conversations Committee.  

  To your tired eyes I bring a vision of a different world. 

  It takes sacred eyes to perceive the substance of an unfolding 

  and previously unknown future... eyes capable of critical discernment 

  and yet creatively open to that which we had never before imagined.     

  Balance is called for - a spiritual life that can bring the value of the past 

  into a living, breathing , dancing, creative and evolving future.   

    At a recent Monday night yoga, I especially savored savasana. With feet raised on 

pillows, arms relaxed next to the body and breath slowed, I lay in wait of a poem by 

our instructorôs favorite poet, Rumi.  In such a relaxed state, the words penetrated 

deeply:   

The breeze at dawn  

Has secrets to tell you 

Don't go back to sleep 

You must ask 

For what you really want 

Don't go back to sleep 

People are going back and forth 

Across the doorsill 

Where the two worlds touch 

The door is round and open 

Don't go back to sleep      

     This week while sitting on my porch for afternoon tea, I quietly listened as birds 

sang and enjoyed the deep greens and purples that covered the nearby hill.  Over-

head the branches swelled with buds and I felt spring well up inside of me.  On my 

lips came the phrase, ñAll creation sings thy praise.ò 

     My reflective pauses may not move you in the same way but the prayerful as-

pects of such experiences are universal.  For me, these moments spoke to the daily 

bread that nourishes a lifetime, spiritual maturity and the experience of spring.  Next 

month what grabs my attention undoubtedly will shift, but I remain committed to 

pause, listen and feel the resonance in an effort not to go back to sleep.    

                             Wishing you a Spring full of prayerful pauses,  

                                                 Kathleen Zagata, Health Minister  

 
 

Some Dates to Save  
 

(For details on these and other 

upcoming activities and events, 

please check the other pages in 

the Spire.) 
MAY  

May 2: Annual Touchstones  

 Luncheon 

May 6:  ABC Bottle Drive 

  8am-3pm 

 

May 7: Holy Conversations    

 11:15 am  

             The Public Voice  

  7:30 pm 

 Social Justice Offering 

 Of  Letters 11:15 am 

May 8: Womenôs Association 

  7 pm 

May 9:  Touchstones 

  12:30pm-2pm 

  With Jane Ring Frank 

May 11: Parish Visitorsô Tea,  

  2pm 

 Family Pot Luck  

  6:15 pm 
 

May 14: Ingathering for 

   New Day 

May 17: Raising Cain   

   6:30-8:30 pm 

May 20: Habitat for Humanity 

 

May 21: Confirmation Sunday 

  10 am 

           Holy Conversations 

 11:15 am 

 

JUNE 

June 4: Rededication of Belgian  

 Painting 

 

June 11: Church School Sunday 

 Donôt Rock the Ark! 

 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Marc Thompson, (Head Deacon), 
Marianne Carter, Mike Redding, Lee 
Roberts, Nick Wankowicz, Susan Sawyer, 
Lynne Rahmeier, Penny Sparrow, Peter 
Woolford 

The Diaconate assists the pastoral team 
in the spiritual care of the Church and 
provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

Karen Roberts (chair), Linda Fontana, 

Annmarie Galli, Tony McPherson, 

Elizabeth Page, Carol Savage, Cindy 

Wankowicz; Adult Education Committee: 

Bob McIndoe (chair), Jim Donovan, Chris 

Noble, Vicki Waterbury; Library 

Committee: Marjorie Moore (chair). 

The Education Commission facilitates 

and oversees religious education 

programs for people of all ages in the 

Church through three committees. 

Children/Youth Education Committee  

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Bruce Alexander, John Mutterperl (co-
chairs), Chris Righter, Meg Shin, Cindy 
Mutterperl, David Peretti 

The Facilities & Personnel Commission 
oversees all matters of personnel policy 
and of the care and control of the 
Churchôs property. 

Financial Resources 
Tom Kahl (chair), Walter Ogier, Bruce 
Johnston, Brian Koss, Elizabeth Lamb, 
Jena Roy 

The Financial Resources Commission 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates  

Health Ministry  

Sandy Guisti (chair), Pam Budner, Isabel 
Hart, Jenifer Trevett, Sybil Richardson, 
Susan Sawyer, Connie Rosengberger, 
Bob Shirley, Branda Wilhoite 

The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both 
personally and in ministry to others.  
Educational offerings and healthy life 
style events are offered monthly with 
fellowship, fitness and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Susan Leathers, Jean 
Mortensen, Kaye Nash, Jordan Shin 

The Leadership Development 
Commission plans and implements 
programs to enhance the leadership 
skills of persons active in the church, 
and seeks to match peopleôs skills and 
interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 
Linda Sullivan  (chair), Louise Trakamis, 
Janice Wilson. Vanessa Gobes, Paul 
Rahmeier, Suzanne Kahl, Marsha Lamson, 
Vicki Waterbury, Carol Weir, Betsy Wall 

The Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander, Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey, Joe Carter, Ron 
Chabot, Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, 
Bill McCarter 

The Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries 
and giving by all persons associated 
with the Church and oversees the 
outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

MAY  

 

7th: Acts 4:5-12; Ps 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10: 11-18 

 

14th: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 

 

21st: Acts 10:44-48; Ps 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

 

28th: Acts 1:15-17, 21-

26; Ps 1 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 



May 2006                                                                                                                                                                          Page 5 

Reach  

Out! 

 Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made 

possible by you ï the members of our 

church of all ages -who give generously of 

your time and other resources to reach out 

to people in need.  Each month, the Out-

reach Commission highlights some of the 

people and organizations that we support 

through our outreach giving, as well as 

current service opportunities for you and 

your family. 

On Saturday,March 25, the First Church crew worked on two Habitat for Humanity 

houses in Lawrence, putting up siding, building dormers, digging footings for 

porches, and preparing basement entries for masons.  Pictured: Linda Alexander, 

John Crabtree, Janice Wilson, Jim Donovan, Doug Taylor, Dick Sayre, John Ste-

vens, Bob Shirley, Bruce Alexander, Jeff Stevens and John Mutterperl. 

      

Coming up:  we will join Temple Shir Tikvah on their workdays at the Lawrence 

site on Saturdays May 20 and June 17.  Adults and youth (16 years of age or 

older can come now) interested in helping call Doug Taylor at 781-729-6258. 

Organization in the Spotlight:   
New Day Womenôs Residence for 

Pregnant and Parenting Women 
  

Founded in 1989 and based in Somer-

ville, New Day Womenôs Residence is a 

12-18 month residential program for 

pregnant and parenting women in recov-

ery for substance abuse.  Many of the 

clients of the program are homeless be-

fore they enter New Day.  At any one 

time, New Day is helping approximately 

10 women from the Cambridge and 

Somerville area.  Currently, there are 12 

women and 8 newborns/infants, with one 

more baby on the way within the month.  

New Day is a program of CASPAR, the 

Cambridge and Somerville Program for 

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Rehabilita-

tion.  CASPARôs mission is to attempt to 

save one life at a time so that recovery 

from substance abuse will be possible for 

each individual who enters one of CAS-

PARôs doors to treatment. 

  

For the past few years, our Church has 

supported New Day through our Out-

reach funds.  Also, we have brought 

some friendly joy to these women in 

need on Motherôs Day with gift bags of 

toiletries and other fun items donated by 

the Congregation.  Please see below for 

information about how you can help the 

women at New Day on  Motherôs Day. 

)DKO .NSGDQR HM /DDC 5GHR .NSGDQ½R %@X 
  

This Motherôs Day, you can help make the smiles of the Moms at the New Day Womenôs Residence for Pregnant and Parenting 

Women last a little longer.  New Day is a 12-18 month residential program for pregnant and parenting women in recovery for sub-

stance abuse.  In marked baskets in the Church lobby, we are collecting small items that the Outreach Commission will package 

into gift bags and deliver to the 12 women currently in residence at New Day.  Please bring your items in by Thursday, May 10.  

Here are some ideas for you: 

  

         Nail polish, hair coloring kits and other toiletries  

         Shampoo/conditioner 

         Special soaps and bath gels   

         Dunkin Donuts gift certificates 

         Pretty towel/face cloth 

         Alarm clock 

         Spring t-shirt 

         Movie rental gift certificates (Hollywood Express in Davis Square, 617.625.4900)  

  

With eight newborns/infants in residence currently, it is not surprising to learn that the Moms made a special request for baby 

monitors.  Also, if you have any baby clothes (8 months or younger only) or baby mobiles that are no longer needed in your fam-

ily, these Moms will put them to good use.  Please place these items in/beside the baskets in the Church lobby as well.  Be creative 

and make a Mom happy.  Thank you for your generous support. 
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Notable Events 
 

Many of the organizations that we support hold interesting and 

fun events throughout the year.  Here are a few that you may 

be interested in: 

 

Brooks Estate Cleanup Saturday, May 6, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by Medford- Brooks Estate Land Trust. Weôll be 

tackling a variety of indoor and outdoor tasks at the Shepherd 

Manor and on the Brooks Estate grounds and trails. Please 

check in at the registration table at Brooks Manor, at the end of 

the access drive. Do not park in the Estate or in the Oak Grove 

Cemetery! (Handicapped parking, however, is available at the 

Manor). Gloves and trash bags will be provided, but feel free to 

bring your own tools (be sure to label with your name.) Our 

traditional pizza lunch is served. All volunteers are welcome! 

If youôre bringing a group (Scouts, etc.), please let us know: 

BrooksEstate@AOL.com. 

 

The Winchester ABC Program  will hold its next Bottle 

Drive on Saturday, May 6, from 8 AM to 3 PM in the parking 

lot behind the Sons of Italy Hall at the entrance to the transfer 

station.  Your returnable bottles and cans would be appreciated. 

 

As always, volunteers are needed the day of the drive to help 

sort the bottles and cans.  If you have an hour or two and can 

help, please know that you are welcome.  For more informa-

tion, please call Brian Sergenian at 721-0242. 

Reach Out, continued 
THE PUBLIC VOICE  

The Public Voice  is a ministry of the City Mission Soci-

ety.  It serves to empower people while educating the public 

about our criminal justice system.  The Public Voice will be 

with us on May 7th.  That evening, three formerly incarcerated 

men (one barely a man, in his very early 20ôs)  will share their 

stories, the meaning they have found in them, their experiences 

in prison and some ideas on how we can impact the justice sys-

tem to ensure it is just.   

 

The program will begin at 7:30 and  will be held in Chidley 

Hall.  Come and meet these men and see what difference our 

Easter Offering from 2005 has made in their lives.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenõs Association  Meeting 

The Womenôs Association budget meeting 

and planning meeting for the fall is  

scheduled for Monday, May 8th at 7 pm. 

 

If you were a table head at the fair this 

year, or have any great ideas, please come 

and share them.  Questions?  Call Melissa 

Jackson at 781-481-9145. 

 

Thanks  to all who worked so hard at the 

Rummage Sale.  The sale was pretty success-

ful and  we look forward to another one next 

year!  Special thanks to  Chairperson Donna 

Deconto, and Marjorie Moore, for their great 

work. 

ðMelissa Jackson 

Womenõs 
Association 
News 

Many thanks to all who gave their time, help and donations 

 to the rummage sale.  It would not have been successful without you! 

 

Marjorie & Steve Moore Lynne Rahmeier  

Alfred Fernald Pamela McPherson 

Jack Farrell Russell Strout 

Lucie Scala Bruce Lauterwasser 

Muriel Penna Jane McClennan 

Melissa Jackson Mary Osgood 

Janice Wilson Isabel Hart 

Ann Miller Ruth Thompson 

Thomie Tucci Karen Crawford 

Susan Sawyer Gay Williams 

Debra Damren Lynn Bailey 

Kathy Mortensen Alex and Steve Rohal 

Branda Wilhoite Marianne Carter 

Margaret McIndoe Max Thompson 

Heather Carbone Bradley Ross 

Meg Swanton Pat Archibald 

 

 

And to the many others who helped and are 

not named here.  THANK 

YOU!!  

       -ðDonna DeConto 

SAVE THE DATE     
SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH, 11TH HOUR    

     
    On Sunday, June 4th, during Eleventh Hour, there will be a ser-

vice of rededication of First Churchôs Belgian painting  and a ser-

vice of    remembrance of the members of our church who served 

in the Second World War.               

      

           ñA story not told is forgotten.ò 

 

     Come and learn the story behind the    Belgian painting which 

has been restored  and recently relocated to the Palmer Room.   

mailto:BrooksEstate@AOL.com


CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30ï6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

 
CONFIRMATION  

Sunday, May 21  
 
On Sunday, May 21, another group of young people will confirm the 

baptismal vows made on their behalf by their parents..  This yearôs 

class has eleven students: 

 

 Doug Carney 

Casey Leathers 

Drew McPherson 

Peter Manning 

Matt Marotta  

Scott Parkhill  

Liza Pine 

Emily Schneider 

Eric Simpson 

Emma Troisi 

Lia Wickerham  

  

 As part of their confirmation curriculum, these young people have 

worked in church cleanup, served meals at the Dwelling Place and 

helped at the Mission of Deeds.   The Deacons shepherded them in 

their service projects.  You have probably also seen the kids helping 

the Deacons during worship.  The final piece of preparation for con-

firmation is the Statement of Faith that each confirmand writes.  Cop-

ies of these will be available on Confirmation Sunday. 

 

The Confirmation celebration begins that morning with a breakfast 

where the Confirmands, their parents and the Deacons gather before 

worship.  Each year, parents from the previous yearôs class host this 

breakfast, at which tokens of this important day are given to the Con-

firmands.  The celebration culminates in the Confirmation ceremony 

during worship that morning ,where these young people become full 

members of this congregation.  

 

 Join us for this wonderful celebration. 

ARE YOU RAISING CAIN? 

Or Tom, or Mark, or Jeffrey or Alex?  

 

Boys face a number of specific obstacles 

in their development.  Much of our edu-

cation system is geared to a learning 

style that doesnôt encourage them.  Unin-

tentionally, we are sending them mes-

sages which discourage them from ex-

pressing themselves.  What can we do to 

keep our boys from growing into men 

who are stoic, silent and explosive ï 

more prone to anger than to empathy? 

 

RAISING CAIN , a PBS series on the 

inner lives of Americaôs boys, addresses 

this question.  The documentary provides 

surprising new research about boysô in-

ner workings, dispelling a number of 

commonly held misconceptions, and 

highlights innovative programs that are 

bringing out the best in boys. 

Come and watch this informative and 

helpful program with other parents of 

boys.  Then, share stories and wisdom 

about raising your boys over a  

light supper. 

 

The gathering, in the Tucker Room, be-

gins at 6:30 and will end by 8:30.  This 

program is presented in two parts: 

   

Tuesday, April 25th ï Boys from birth 

t h r o u g h  f i f t h  g r a d e 

Wednesday, May 17th ï Boys from 

middle school through college  

ALL CHURCH YOUTH NEED food food food food food food food food food food 

food food SUNDAY MORNINGS food.food food food food food food  food food food 

food food  food food food food food  food food food food food  food food food food 

food  food food food food food  TUESDAY AFTERNOONS food food food food 

food  food food food food food  food food food food food  SIGN UP BY CHIDLEY 

HALL   food food food food food  food food food food food  food food food food 

food  SUNDAY EVENINGS food food food food food food food food food food food 

food SUNDAY MORNINGS food.food food food food food food  food food food food 

food  food food food food food  food food food food food  food food food food 

food  food food food food food  TUESDAY AFTERNOONS food food food food 

food  food food food food food  food food food food food  SIGN UP BY CHIDLEY 

HALL   food food food food food  food food food food food  food food food food 

food  SUNDAY EVENINGS thank you FOOD FOOD FOOD FOOD FOOD FOOD 

FOOD FOOD FOOD FOOD FOOD 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
This month, we are in the season of Eastertide, the fifty days between Easter and Pentecost in which we celebrate hope renewed.  

Our hope is not based upon fantasy or denial, for we have seen and experienced the worst that human beings can do to one another, 

the Good Fridays of our lives.  We know that life can bring great suffering and pain.  But we believe that God goes with us through 

those experiences to transform them into realities in which love is restored and hope is renewed.  We are not abandoned to our fate, 

for God goes with us through the valley of the shadow, offering us a new, transformed life as we journey more deeply into our faith.  

The least, the last, the lost parts of ourselves and our world are raised up in Godôs transformation of all on Easter.  The resurrection 

hope is not a ñrearranging of the furniture of the selfò, but a completely new place in which to live.  Here vengeance and hatred are 

exchanged for forgiveness and love.  Here scapegoating ñthose othersò is transformed into an understanding that all we project out 

onto those around us can also be found within ourselves, if we are honest enough to face the truth offered by the Holy Spirit.  Here 

we begin to understand we are all one family, created by God. 

Here we are to live within the liberating mystery of Christôs risen life.  The fire of freedom and hope that was set loose upon the 

earth on Easter will never be quenched, offering to burn away all that would enslave us to making the Mystery try to serve us, and 

burn us clean of us a power drive, opening us to living in a way of serving the Mystery, and glorifying God.  Each of us is to claim 

that amazing love and grace for ourselves as we also live lives full of mercy and compassion for each other.  The world was turned 

upside down when death did its worst and lost.  We can live with the knowledge that the healing and self-giving love of God can 

flow through us allowing us to become instruments of reconciliation, forgiveness, and peace, transforming our vengeance into peace-

making, our bitterness into love. 

May the Holy Spirit empower us to live in this energy of new life this Eastertideðand always! 

--Rev. D r. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 

 
Health  & Wellness Ministry  

Touchstones  
A Womenôs Wellness & Spirituality Discussion Group 

Tuesdays, 12:30 to 2:00 PM  
In the Palmer Room  

ñWe are each of us angels with only one wing, and we can only fly by embracing each other.ò 

                  --Lucian de Crescenzo 

 

Celebrate with us as we finish the fifth year of Touchstones!   

 

Tuesday, May 2:  Join us for our annual luncheon at the home of Lynne Rahmeier (39 Thornberry Road) from 12:30ð2:00.  All 

touchstones guests, friends and alumni are welcome.   RSVP to Debbie (the_johnstons@comcast.net to offer a 

salad, grain, protein, or dessert). 

 

Tuesday, May 9:  Continue to rejoice with us as we welcome Jane Ring Frank, who will speak about Healing and Music. 

 
Contact Debbie Johnston at the_johnstons@comcast.net or Kathleen Zagata (729-9180) for questions or 

to join our email list. 

The ruth group  

May 21:  Lynne Rahmeier will facilitate discussion of Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston, at her home, 39 

   Thornberry Road. 

June 25 (after the first summer chapel service):  the Ruth Group will meet in the Tucker Room for a Potluck Brunch and Planning 

   Meeting. 

Call Susan Sawyer (781-721-1476) or Karen Roberts (781-729-0518) with any questions. 
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SPRING TERM IS IN HIGH GEAR ! 
 After Easter, the Church School focuses on the early Christian Church, those first followers of Jesus who were slowly dis-

covering what it means to be a Christian.  The children, too, and their teachers with them, will learn what being a Christian means 

in Winchester, Massachusetts in 2006. 

 We will also be preparing for CHURCH  SCHOOL SUNDAY, JUNE 11.  The Focus for Church School Sunday will be 

ñYou Gotta Have Faith!ò, and it will be highlighted by an all-Church-School musical, ñDONôT ROCK THE ARK.ò  We will be 

rehearsing parts of our musical each Sunday in class right through May and into June.  Look for the article elsewhere in the Spire 

for more details.  We need each one of you, so try to be present in class as often as you can! 

May 2006 -  Preschool, Early, Middle, and Older Elementary  

People of Faith - People of Bible times and people today who respond to God's call by following Jesus' example, are people of 

faith. 

May 7 - Early Believers (Acts 4:32-37) 

May 14 - Timothy, Eunice, and Lois 

May 21 - Philip and the Ethiopian 

May 2006 -  Tweens in Transition (Grades 5 and 6 ) 

The Early Church ï The early Christian church helps us understand how to live justly in difficult situations within the community 

of believers and in a world that can be openly hostile to the Word of God. 

May 7 - Seven Chosen (Acts 6:1-7) 

May 14 - The Stoning of Stephen (Acts 6:8-8:3) 

May 21 - Ananias (Acts 9:1-19) 

(Because of rehearsals for ñDonôt Rock the Ark,ò teachers may be rearranging this lesson order.) 

**LOOKING AHEAD ï NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ON SUNDAY, MAY 28,    MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND.**  

SECOND GRADERS ï WATCH FOR YOUR ñBIBLE LETTERS!ò  Each year in the fall the church presents Bibles to that yearôs 

Third Grade Church School Class.  Soon letters will be in the mail to this yearôs Second Graders and their parents about the Bible 

presentation.  Youôll have the opportunity to indicate how youôd like your name imprinted on the outside of your Bible.  Please re-

turn the letter promptly, so we can place our order and make sure we have a Bible for YOU!  If your child is in the Second Grade 

class and you donôt receive a Bible letter soon, please call us.  We donôt want to inadvertently leave anyone out.  Any older children 

who have not yet received a gift Bible from the church should notify the office or talk to Carol Jones so that we may include you in 

our presentation. 

 C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S  

Come Grow With Us !!   

Be a Church School Teacher for 2006-2007   

Lesson Plans are provided for you! 

We are here to help you.  

Grow in faith with our children.  

Have fun! 
Use a simple, menu-format curriculum.   Contains simple back-

ground and step-by-step description of Bible lessons for all 

knowledge levels.  Plus, it has ways you can add your own 

creative ideas and emphasize your gifts and areas of interest. 

A Teaching TEAM means flexibility.  Plan a schedule together 

with your other Team members for when & how you teach 

that works for you and lets you help in your most comfort-

able role ï as teacher, assistant, substitute, or ñhelping 

handsò when needed.  An experienced teacher can be 

paired with a new teacher to assist as mentor and model. 

Our new MASTER TEACHER Program  puts you in touch 

with experienced teachers and specialists in our congrega-

tion who can share their recommendations on questions you 

may have about planning or managing your class.  PLUS, 

youôll have people who are willing to Substitute when you 

canôt be there, or Resource People who will come in to 

share something special with your class every once in a 

while. 

 

 

Want to meet and work with more adults in the church?  

Being part of a Teaching Team pairs you with people you may 

never have met and talked to before.  No longer will you have to 

stand in Coffee Hour thinking ï ñDo I know that person?ò 

Think you donôt know enough about the Bible or about 

Christianity to teach it to others? 
Being a Church School teacher is one of the best opportunities 

there is to learn more about the Bible and our Christian Faith.  

Kids ask the best questions and share wonderful insights ï you 

very well might learn more than you teach!! 

If I say ñyes,ò what am I committing to?  
Teaching on a Team for one term (FallðSept. thru Dec., Win-

ter ï Jan. and Feb., or Spring ï March to June), OR teach-

ing on a Year-long team (with fewer scheduled teaching 

Sundays per term, spread out over many months), according 

to your own comfort level ï teacher, assistant, substitute, 

ñhelping handsò, etc. 

Attending Three Teacher Development Meetings during the 

year ï the first one is this coming September, where some of 

our ñMaster Teachersò will share their ideas and suggestions 

and answer your questions. 
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Who Can Be A Church 

School Teacher? 
 

Church School teachers can be parents of 

the children in the classé but they donôt 

have to be.  Some of our best teachers have 

been teens, people who donôt have children 

in the church school, or parents who want 

to teach somewhere other than their own 

childôs class. 

How Do I Sign Up?   

Look for the Sign-up Board during Cof-

fee Hour, speak to Carol Jones or Karen 

Roberts, or say ñYESò when an Educa-

tion Commission member contacts you. 

ðAlsoð 

Ask about our Church School Support 

Committee, forming now. 

Announcing an 

All Church School Event! 
This year  

for Church School Sunday, June 11th, 

weôre planning a childrenôs service that  

includes all classes performing in a  

Noahôs Ark themed musical, 

ñDonôt Rock the Ark!ò 

Each class will participate in its own song,  

create unique costumes, 

and help to reenact this lively version  

of the familiar Bible story. 

Rehearsals will take place during regular  

Church School classes starting April 23. 

On June 4 weôll meet after church 

for a  dress rehearsal. 

Donôt  Miss The Boat!! 

Join us in Church School from now until 

Church School Sunday on June 11. 

The Fifth Grade 

Makes 

Pinatas  
The Fifth Grade Church 

School class spent three 

weeks hand-crafting colorful, 

candy-filled Easter Egg Pina-

tas which they sold and raf-

fled off at the Rummage 

Sale. They raised over $300 

that they will send to Heifer 

International, an organization 

that fights hunger and helps 

people in the U.S. and all 

over the world obtain a sus-

tainable source of food and 

income. Our church has sup-

ported Heifer over the years, 

and the children were moved 

to undertake this project at 

this time by a desire to "do 

something messy" and to 

help Heifer rebuild its main 

barn in Rutland, Mass., 

which burned down in 

March. The class wishes to 

give a special thank you to 

the Health Ministry which 

was incommoded by our 

presence in the Chidley Hall 

kitchen while they were try-

ing to prepare and clean up 

coffee hour two Sundays in 

March. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Left:  Pinata Makers 

Madeline Thompson, 

Alex LaViolette, 

Sophie Sparrow, 

Chris Wankowicz, 

Lizzie Savage and 

Russell Carter 

 

Clockwise from the left: Madeline Thompson, Emily Savage, 

Lizzie Savage, Sophie Sparrow and Matt Marotta 

 

McKenzie Koss, Lizzie Savage and Emily Smith at work on 

their pinatas 


