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Holy Week

Sunday, March 16
Palm Sunday
8:30 am Life Deacon
Breakfast
9:30 am The Blessing of
the Palms
10:00 am Worship

Thursday, March 20
Maundy Thursday
7:30 pm Service of

Tennebrae (Darkness

Friday, March 21

Good Friday
The office will be closed

Saturday, March 22
Bagels and Bunnies
(fundraiser for
the Youth mission trip)
Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, March 23
Easter Sunday
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Pancake Breakfa
11:00 am Worship
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“Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not bere but bas risen.”

Luke 24:5
IN THIS ISSUE:
DURING LENT
Thanks to Judy Arnold and Carol parish Life pp. 2,3
Jones, this issue of the Spire con- Commission Updates p. 4
tains some suggestions intended to Qutreach p. 5
help us deepen our Lenten experi- Seasons of the Spirit p. 6
ence. On page 3, there is informa- Centering Point p. 7
tion on how to access daily Lenten Ccalendar p. 8
devotionals on |l iv&h On page pllds
Church School News, there is a sec- Health and Wellness p. 10
tion on some of the things we |as Church School News p 11
families and/or as individuals can do Help Wanted Last Page
during Lent.




First Congregational Church of
Winchester is a Christian Family
encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

PASSAGES

Baptisms

Grace Bee Farina
and her twin brother
Theodore Jiacomo Farina
were baptized in the sanctuary
on Sunday, February 10, 2008.
Grace and Theodore
are the children of
Kimberley and Michael Farina.

In Memoriam
With sadness, we report the deaths of
Gary OO6Brien
Isabel Rogde.

Our deepest sympathies go to
all their loved ones.

Easter Lilies
You are invited to donate an Easter
plant to beautify the sanctuary on
Easter Sunday. Flowers may be
given as a memorial, in honor of

someone, or simply to the glory of
God. Please see page 9 for informa-
tion if you would like to order an
Easter plant.

Greet the rising sunon Wednesday

mornings with the Walking Group.

Meet at the church, ready to go
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, W
walk during all seasons. All an
welcome! Dogs too.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

T
| THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.
The Congregation, Ministers to the World
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
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Ms. Kathleen Zagat®&N, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Welhnr
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H We hold in love and prayer
+ the many people within our:
» congregation, families, and

U% community who are,
., undergoing medical,
. treatments, facing

. uncertainties, and dealing
" with loss. God, please be;
" with them, as well as their"ﬂ
 families, friends and‘gﬁ
| caregivers during these"ﬂ
} difficult times. &

d Ripley Chapel is open
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who see

a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if your

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to homebound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry,
office, (781) 7299180, ext. 16.

would like to be visited ori
to receive other support |
from the church. We share:

your joys and concerns
and would like to help.

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in
person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding montfi.e., the
deadline for the NovembeSBpire is
October 15). Submissions may he
made to theSpire mailbox in the
Church office or via email to
reddingmed@aol.com.

Church Office & Ministers
E-mail Contact Information:

Office Manager:
Marianne Motherway
first.congregational@
verizon.net, ext 00
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Skip skip.waterbury@verizon.nej
ext. 14 |

Judy jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 1
ext. 23 :

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 1
ext. 15 I

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com, :
ext. 16 I

Jane jringfrank@comcast.net :
Ken ken.orth@comcast.net :
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Pastoral Team Letter Leaves from the Library

. L This is a good time to introduce your
fiTo me, the Story...gives me hope in situations where the candles are children to Bible stories. We have many

going out, one by one, as well as when they are being lit, one by one. bea%mful books about Easter, as w well as
e

Advent and Holy Week are all par thg veﬁt Befo?e aWaeaft%rtﬂe ﬁrs?
Easter. Try wus! You

Dear Friends in Christ,

This month our life of faith together is a real rollercoaster, from Palm S
(March 16) with its parades and hosannas to the reading of the Passion Story |M/ll’|d Day of Prayer
its drama, to the Tennebrae Service (Service of Darkness) on Maundy Thursglay, The 2008 World Day of Prayer ser-
Good Friday, when the earth seems to stand still in its travels through the univeffseviaad written this year by women from
hold its breath in sorrow and awe. In some ways our journey through Holy WegekGeyana in South America, will be held
minds me of our journey through Adveinbut in reverse. During Advent we light ojeon Friday, March 7, at 12 noon at St.
more candle each Sunday and gather around the fragile flames in hope as theMight's, followed by a light lunch. Every-
grows around us, illuminating our darkness. During Holy Week we extinguisfi @ is invited to join us men also, al-
candle after another, until the world is plunged once again into shadows and glo§gmthough the day is organized by Church

Then on Easter Sunday morning (which will be March 23) light and color anfl Mdemen United of Winchester.No pro-
sannas and alleluias seem to burst out of the sanctuary in the same way that Qpdvieisst has been made for child care, but
the bonds of defeat and death and rejection and despair on that first Easter mMorehiigren are welcome at the service,
ltds really tempting to skip the har|f|dAnd adant st awith otlgeie tnfoteers, t
the Easter Parade. But would that Story be a true story? Would telling the Stdlry thathis service, offered to us each year
way really ring true to ouown story? And would that Story be a hfgving story,[[ by women from another country, is an
would it help me in my own darkest hours to remember that God is withthag therg| opportunity to join with women world-
isn6t any |l oss or despair and pain ¢ rwidé esharimyrcornmoa tconddmsl and s
turn away from and refuse to walk through with me? learning about our sisters in places we

Joy JordafrLake has a new book called/hy Jesus Makes Me Nervous: Ten Algfmmay never come to know first hand.
ing Words of Faith I n the first chaipter, @ Relp urPlease tohtactnMafories Moere, SF&LY S

7297212, if you would be willing to
It turns out that the only people who can speak of resurrection with authenucny AESp out by joining the choir, reading part

the ones whoove had a good whi f offp,éser,&eorbrd\,lamgq,ﬁger%nda t
you can tease and hold hands with fqryjchdsun unless youdre |
to talk about resurrection like a personal friend is to talk first about your closg ac-

guaintance with death. DAILY LENTEN

ltés the authentic and faithful weyDEVQTION\Ab@NLJNEapproaCh

death that allows me some hope and encouragement as | try to remain faithful in rfer e6s an easy and |
own fAdeatho experiences. To me the| 8noighriyogs tLewmeé. IGte
where the candles are going out, one by one, as well as when they are being lit]] oaghwp to receive the daily Lenten devo-
one. Advent and Holy Week are all part of the same Story and the end of thg Stong; and, when the devotion refers you

says: to a scripture passage, go to
AWhy do you |l ook for the lithienhasmongenhded bdddd? orldanuiss on @t
24:5) type in the passage reference and, voila,
up it comes.
Blessings to you all during this Holy season,
Carol , for the Ministry Team Annual Meeting to be
held on April 2

The Chur ch()s[2 Ann
will be held on Wednesday, April"2at
You are Needed ! 7:00 pm. Please join us as the various
The Leadership Commission is currently working on filling vacancieson all  committees present their current work
commi ssions for a two year term. He r fd theR hopes fbrah¥ dufud.i TReJeved P P
Serveo and also to get to know other phpliKkstart with aQight desséttMadd € 9
Koss (ankoss@comcast.ner Susan Leathersisanleathers@comcast)neith ques- gocial gathering. Discussion of the An-

tions or interest in serving on one of the following committees: nual Reportwill begin at 7:30.
Christian Ed, Facilities, Personnel, Financial Resources, Childcare will be provided, and
Leadership Development, Health Ministry, rides will be arranged if you call the
Membershlp Life and DeVeIOpment, or Outreach. church office. We hope you will join us

for this wonderful, informative gathering.
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http://www.joyjordanlake.com/default.html
http://www.paracletepress.com/why-jesus-makes-me-nervous-ten-challenging-words-of-faith.html
http://www.paracletepress.com/why-jesus-makes-me-nervous-ten-challenging-words-of-faith.html
mailto:jankoss@comcast.net
mailto:susanleathers@comcast.net

E B Turissini. FR oversees programs t ]
l Commission UPdates provide financial support of an For your reflection
——————ssessssssssss—————— | JONations to the church, and arranges f readings fo

' Recommended Iectionarg/

t he Churchomarehn

It takes many people with diversmanagement of owme n {

experience, skills and interests and a gr and other funds.

i March 2
deal of commitment to support th
ministries and programs of our g?]urch. Health Ministry Karen Martin, Sybil | 1 Sam 16:413; Ps 23; Eph 5:84;

Richardson (Flower Committee) anfi John 9:1-41

Officers Branda Wilhoite, cechairs; Laura Bryan, March 9
Moderator David Mortensen Pam Budner, Carole Cook, Cathly Ezek 37:114; Ps 130; Rom 8:f1;
Clerk Anne Hoenicke Crabtree, Kathryn Scholl, Bob Shirley} John 11:1-:45
Treasurer Peter Van Aken The Health Ministry Commissiorn March 16

Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner encourages members to enhance thgiMatt 21:311; Ps 118:42, 1929;

Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted faith by living the connection betweeh Isa 50:49a; Ps 31:916; Phil 2:511;
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli wellness and spirituality, both personally Matt 26:14-27 or Matt 27:1154

Historian Bob Stone and in ministry to others. Educationgl March 23, Easter Sunday

Librarian Marjorie Moore offerings and healthy life style events afeActs 10:3443 or Jer 31:%6; Ps 118:42,

offered monthly with fellowship, fithes
and fun in mind.

5 14-24; Col 3:14 or Acts 10:3443;
John 20:1-18 or Matt
28:1-10

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care
Penny Sparrow, Head Deacon; Lynr
Rahmeier, Peter Woolford, Tom Kah Leadership DevelopmentJan Koss and March 30 ,‘ .
Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zimmerman; JSusan Leathers (echairs), Jean| actg 2:14a, 2B2: Ps 16: \\

Carter, Steve Haggett, Janice Wilsorhe Mortensen. This Commission plans an} 1 Pet 1:29: John 20:19

Diaconate assists the pastoral team in timplements programs to enhance t €31 .
spiritual care of the Church and provideleadership skills of persons active in the
active administrative leadership. church, and seeks +

and interests with the various needs of tff To: All Boards & Commissions

Church organization. From:  The Church Office

Re: Publications and Mailings

In order to efficiently process materials
submitted to the church office, we requ

your attention to the following importanf
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
The Spire the 15th, monthly

Bulk Mailings  processed MofwWed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before
mailing or publication
We appreciate your cooperation. We gi
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or

| 1 A

s ki

Christian Education
Adult Education CommitteeChris Noble
and Susan Lennox (echairs), Jim Membership Life & Development

Donovan, Bob Mcindoe, Pete Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fre
Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Pa
Children/Youth Debra Damren anc Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn, Louisq
Annmarie  Galli (cechairs), Karen Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury. The
Crawford, MaryEllen Eagan, Karei Membership Life and Developmen
Roberts, Thomie Tucci, Cindy Commission develops programs
Wankowicz. increase Church membership and f{
Library CommitteeMarjorie Moore. The  strengthen the life of the Church.
Education Commission facilitates an .

oversees religious education programs fQutreach Linda Alexander and Paulg
people of all ages in the Church througGiancola (cechairs),  Beth Bernhardt,
three committees. The Adult EducaticJohn Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nanc
Committee, the Children/Youth EducaticHowley, Bruce Lauterwasser,  Anng

Committeeand theLibrary Committee ~ L€iserson,  Maryann  McCallaylor,
Walter Ogier. The Outreach Commission o«sistance please call 72980.

Facilities & Personnel promotes opportunities for outreachk——r

Facilities: Tim Bryan (cochair), Joe Ministries and giving by all person:: gyom the Church Office
Bianco, Marianne Carter, John Fiske, J'assomated with the Church and overse-s

Galli, Bob Lord, Andy McKinley, Paul the outreach programs and mission givirzjPlease note that due to reduced office

. of the church. ~hours, more advanced planning
Rlchardsorm P - - a :regarding mailings and other projects
Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meq . - ) _ . :

. . . . . - requiring office assistance will be
Shin  (coechairs), Joe Harris, Cindy Ema” : : .

1 1 . hecessary. Please submit to the office
Mutterperl, Alex Rohall The Facilities & . o : -~ .
. | Using email is a good way to make : your request for mailings of 50 or more
Personnel = Commission ~oversees  yll , i "5 efficient distribution oft y
matters of personnel policy and of th2 %for ation arding meetinas anl :on_Mor_1davs, Tuesdays or Wedne_sda}ys
care and control or _f ng V1T ho s gc% il ; Ehis wil} leave Thursdays and Fridays
1 ?ct err e\fir:'kaspechs orchurch lilg. - free  for bulletin  production  ang
| i o shere our el ¢ bookeping. | Thark you.for yoi
Brian Koss (cechair), Michael Bailey,, the offic,e P 2l cooperation! .

David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudiy

Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi, Can

contact
first.congregational@verizon.net o

leave a note in the church office. ;- Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm,-M :
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Our Churchdés Outreach Mi nhthesmiembers of our charcheof ajp agegso] b | e
ReaCh Ou give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need. Each month, the [Outreac
Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving,
as well as current service opportunities for you and your family.

Easter Offering to Help Habitat Families Replace

Homes Lost in Devastating Lawrence Fire

On January 21, a fastmoving fire engulfed a block of Market Street in Lawrence, MA, destroying
three Habitat for Humanity homes and many neighboring properties.
Two Lawrence families had expected to be moving into their new homes within weeks, after investing
hundreds of hours of work in the houses, aided by scores of Habitat volunteers, including crews from
FCC Winchester. Instead, they watched as their dreams and all of our hard work went up in smoke.
Merri mack Valley Habitat for Humanityds i mmedi a
those families who were just weeks away from realizing their dreams. To do that, Habitat is committed
to accelerating the completion of a new duplex house on Gale Street in Lawrence. To move the families
quickly into this duplex, Habitat needs our help.
In addition to the continued commitment of our regular workgroup volunteers, Habitat estimates
that $20,000 per home ($40,000 total) is needed to complete this duplex home in less than two months.
This cost includes such needs as kitchen cabinets and plumbing fixtures, bathroom vanities, toilets, and
sinks, and the installation of carpet and vinyl flooring.
For our Easter Offering, we are asking you to contribute as generously as possible to help Habitat
reach this critical objective. For a contribution of $20,000, we can make it possible for one family to
move into a new duplex. To help us reach that goal, the Outreach Commission will contribute one dollar
for every dollar that you contribute, up to an additional $10,000.
Thank you for your generous help, supporting Ha
Hopeo, as it helps these families recover from t

(Photos: Jim Donovan)
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