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Discovering Julian
Writer & Mystic, 1342-c. 1429

An Evening of Music and
Readings
Friday, March 17th at
7:30 pm in the Sanctuary

Music from Showings
by Elizabeth Austin
Directed by Jane Ring Frank

Readings from the play,
Julian
performed by Melissa Jackson

Saturday, March 18th --
8:30am to 3:00pm
A Lenten Day of Retreat and
Refection on the writings of
Julian

To register, call Carol Jones at
781-729-9180, ext: 15.

The entire Winchester community is cordially invited to join us for
Friday eveningbs progr am, and
flection on Saturday. Please join us for one or both events as you
are able. There is more about Julian of Norwich on page three.
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First Congregational Church of
Winchester is a Christian Family
encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

PASSAGES

In Memoriam
With sorrow, we report the deaths
of the following congregation
members and friends. Our sympa-
thy goes to their loved ones in this
time of grief.
Barry McArdl e
Richard H. Baker
Father of Jennifer Regentz

Leaves
From the Library

Yes, there is more to Easter
than the bunny. Lent is a good
time to share the Easter story
with  your children through
BOOKS FROM OUR CHURCH
LIBRARY! Check them out at
coffee hour. Look for the library
cart, located right in front of the
stage in Chidley Hall.

Greet the rising sunon Wednesday
mornings with the Walking Group.
Meet at the church, ready to go at
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, we
walk during all seasons. All are
welcome! Dogs too.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

The Congregation, Ministers to the World
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor
The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education
Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness
Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

[
| THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.

Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
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¢ Ripley Chapel is open
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who seek
a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if you
would like to be visited or
to receive other support
from the church. We share
your joys and concerns
and would like to help.
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in
person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to home-bound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry
office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16.

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding month (i.e., the
deadline for the November Spire is
October 15).  Submissions may be
made to the Spire mailbox in the

Church office or via e-mail to
reddingmed@aol.com.
U R Em mm e e L]
1 o 1
! Church Office & Ministers !
1 E-mail Contact Information:
1 . 1
;1 general first.congregational@ I
1 verizon.net, ext 00 1
1 1
: Skip skip.waterbury@verizon.net:
1 ext. 14 1
I Judy jarnoldfccw(@verizon.net, 1
: ext. 23 :
1 Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 1
: ext. 15 :
1 Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com, I
I ext. 16 [
: Jane jringfrank@comcast.net :
: Ken ken.orth@comecast.net :
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Pastoral Team Letter

Dear Friends,
God showed me a little thing,

the size of a hazelnut in the palm of my hand,
and it was as round as a ball.

I looked on it and wondered, O6What may th
And this is the answer that was given to me.
6lt is all that is made! 6 It is the whol

| was amazed that such a thing could lash
why it did not crumble into nothing.
60lt lasts and ever shall, because God | o
And so all things have their being in the

This was the central vision of a thirty year old woman we call Julian of Norwich, who lay seemingly on her death bed over

600 years ago in Norwich, Engl and. After she recowbmwaked fr
she called —Revelations of Divine Love, Il the first known &b
nothing about Julian‘s |life except what she wrote ambn@eut he

As was the custom of anchoresses, she took the name Julian from the name of the church—S a i nt -Jtavhicheher © s
—anchor hol d, -htenWmtsquage robnawdibhehd never left once she entered it for a life of prayer and of providing
spiritual counseling to those who visited her window onto a bustling Norwich street.

For hundreds of years Julian‘s writing rem&Centeywhénor got
her book was translated from Middle English into modern day languages. Since then, Julian prayer groups, study groups, pilgrim-
ages, newsletters, websites, and even novels have sp¥yng U
Julian now?l

To Julian the human person is a treasure in the heart of God. We were all created at the same tindee says, and in our
creation we were knit and édonedd to Godé. God never began

beginning. Julian sees that in God we are all also one with each other T in a way we can recognize but cannot explain — somehow
interdependent and intricately linked together... The Love of God makes such a unity in us that when we see this unity no one is
able to separate oneself from anoth@that good news and what a hopeful vision in a world where lack of connection -- with each
other, with the sacred, and with our own true Self -- and desire for true community seems to be one of the central hungers of our
time.

The journalist Martyn Harris, in an effort to chart his struggle to come to terms with the meaning — if any — of life, in the
face of his approaching death from cancer, wrote:

The thrill you get from a fine line of poetry comes chiefly, I think, from the sheer pleasure that someone has recorded some-
thing you thought only you had felt beforeé The Imnel.]
nectedness and mutuality. I cannot function properly in society as an atom of pride and self-interest. I cannot survive in

the universe as a chunk of matter flung haphazardly into a meaningless void. I have to hand myself over to the idea that I

am reciprocally connected to other people and to the universe in ways I cannot understand and have humbly to accept. And

thaté is what | think | mean by | ove.

After | ooking through Julian‘s eyes, our relationship
what it was. Our eyes are focused to a different vision. And, slowly, we come to have faith that we are created and sustained by
|l ove, and that through God‘s | ove we belong to eachwemther .

unconnected individuals, whose conduct is of no concern to anyone but ourselves, then in some inexplicable way we damage and
distort the natural pattern that binds us all together. How do we connect our lives in a consistent way to that vision and that Love?
We can never know God until we first know clearly our own souWhat do we need to know about our soul? Our soul must per-

form two duties. One is we must reverently wonder and be
did not say: 0You will not be tempted. You will nthe | abo
overcome. 0

This month we"®|l/| have the opportunity to share-dyn an e
Lenten Retreat on March 17 and 18 (see details in other Spire articles). But whether or not you will be able to join with us in that
experience, reflect on Julian's assurance, gained over a |

All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.

Blessings on your Lenten journey, Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education
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Commission UPdates

It takes many people with diverse
experience, skills and interests and a great
deal of commitment to support the
ministries and programs of our Church.

Officers

Moderator David Mortensen

Clerk Sheila Marian

Treasurer Peter Van Aken

Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner

Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli

Historian Bob Stone

Librarian Marjorie Moore

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care
Marc Thompson, (Head Deacon),
Marianne Carter, Mike Redding, Lee
Roberts, Nick Wankowicz, Susan Sawyer,
Lynne Rahmeier, Penny Sparrow, Peter
Woolford

The Diaconate assists the pastoral team
in the spiritual care of the Church and
provides active administrative
leadership.

Christian Education
Karen Roberts (chair), Linda Fontana,
Annmarie Galli, Tony McPherson,
Elizabeth Page, Carol Savage, Cindy
Wankowicz; Adult Education Committee:
Bob Mclndoe (chair), Jim Donovan, Chris
Noble, Vicki Waterbury; Library
Committee: Marjorie Moore (chair).
The Education Commission facilitates
and oversees religious education
programs for people of all ages in the
Church  through three committees.
Children/Youth Education Committee

Eacilities & Personnel

Bruce Alexander, John Mutterperl (co-
chairs), Chris Righter, Meg Shin, Cindy
Mutterperl, David Peretti

The Facilities & Personnel Commission
oversees all matters of personnel policy
and of the care and control of the
Churchés property

Financial Resources

Tom Kahl (chair), Walter Ogier, Bruce
Johnston, Brian Koss, Elizabeth Lamb,
Jena Roy

The Financial Resources Commission
oversees programs to provide financial
support of and donations to the church,
and arranges for management of the
Churchdéds endowmen

Health Ministry

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Isabel
Hart, Jenifer Trevett, Sybil Richardson,
Susan Sawyer, Connie Rosengberger,
Bob Shirley, Branda Wilhoite

The Health Ministry Commission
encourages members to enhance their
faith by living the connection between
wellness and  spirituality, both
personally and in ministry to others.
Educational offerings and healthy life
style events are offered monthly with
fellowship, fitness and fun in mind.

Leadership Development
Jena Roy (chair), Susan Leathers, Jean
Mortensen, Kaye Nash, Jordan Shin

The Leadership Development
Commission plans and implements
programs to enhance the leadership
skills of persons active in the church,
and seeks to
interests with the various needs of the
Church organization.

Membership Life & Development
Linda Sullivan (chair), Louise Trakamis,
Janice Wilson. Vanessa Gobes, Paul
Rahmeier, Suzanne Kahl, Marsha Lamson,
Vicki Waterbury, Carol Weir, Betsy Wall

The Membership Life and Development
Commission develops programs to
increase Church membership and to
strengthen the life of the Church.

Outreach

Linda Alexander, Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey, Joe Carter, Ron
Chabot, Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson,
Bill McCarter

The Outreach Commission promotes
opportunities for outreach ministries
and giving by all persons associated
with the Church and oversees the
outreach programs and mission giving
of the church.
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Using email is a good way to make :
quick and efficient distribution of
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other relevant aspects of church life. 1
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If you would like to share your email
address with the church, please
contact the office at
first.congregational@verizon.net or

leave a note in the church office.
and oth
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For your reflection

Recommended lectionary readings for
MARCH

50
Gen 9:817; Ps 25:1-9; 1 Pet 3:18-22;
Mark 1:9-15

12
Gen 17:17, 1516; Ps 22:23-31; Rom
4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

19™:
Ex 20:1-17;Ps 19; 1 Cor 1:18-25; John
2:13-22

26"

Num 21:4-9; Ps 107:1-3,
17-22; Eph 2:1-10; John
3:14-21

h peopl ebs ¢

)‘ \

To: All Boards & Commissions
From: The Church Office
Re: Publications and Mailings

In order to efficiently process materials
submitted to the church office, we request
your attention to the following important
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

The Spire the 15th, monthly

Bulk Mailings  processed Mon-Wed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before

mailing or publication
We appreciate your cooperation. We aim
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or
assistance, please call 729-9180.

From the Church Office:

. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p. m.
- Please note that due to reduced office
. hours, more advanced planning .
Eregarding mailings and other projects
. requiring office assistance will be :
- necessary. .

- Please submit to the office your request -
: for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays,
- Tuesdays or Wednesdays. This will -
: leave Thursdays and Fridays free for :
- bulletin production and bookkeeping. -

* Thank you for your cooperation! :
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CONVERSATI ONS ON THE JOURNEYE

AThis is gospel mat h: by dividing (sharing), we n
The story of Jesus feeding a crowd of over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fishes is a familiar one. In fact, this

story occurs with variations in al/l of the gospel
We don‘t know exactly what happened on the hillsi

and fish, but rather that he blessed and broke it. Might others have followed his example and opened their baskets as
well to share what they had with their neighbors? The real miracle here it seems to me is one of compassion or love in
action; Jesus for us and us for one another. No matter what, you always have enough to care with. Love—both human
and divine—has a multiplier effect. When we bring our little bits to God, they are multiplied by grace. This is gospel
math: by dividing (sharing), we multiply our gifts.

Qur ability to give originates with God‘s gifts t
of the heart that is grounded in the trust anvkethegr
to give is not a question—it flows naturally in response to God. Like the disciples, we have each been given a basket,
the contents of which have been entrusted to us by God. We must choose how to use them. For most of us in this con-
gregation, God has filled our baskets extravagantly. In our baskets we have time, relationships, food, shelter, health,
community, intellect, abilities, work, money, and more. The contents of our baskets varies by divine design—we each
have different pieces of the puzzle—b ut we al |l have i mportant gifts to
job is to open our baskets wide and ask ourselves

The meal that the people ate in the field that day is symbolic of the much more substantial and profound nourishment
that is offered to us all through Christ. When Jesus gives thanks and distributes the bread and fish, he does so in a man-
ner that foreshadows the Eucharist. Eucharistiai n Gr eek means —t hanksgi vingl
ing of the five thousand is a demonstration of Go
shared, there is enough for all and more. Jesus shows us that if we serve others first with our lives, we will be nourished
by the experience, and God will see to it that we have enough for our needs as well.

Jesus said, —I am the bread of |ife. Whoever con
be thirsty. |l The imagery of eating and drinking
ings. There are those who hunger and thirst for God, for justice, for meaning, for life. Jesus is the answer to that hun-
ger . He himself is the bread of | ife sent down f

take in (or digest) Jesus, we become one with Jesus. We live in Jesus and Jesus lives in each of us; by association, we
are all one.

Jena Roy
Conversations on the Journey is an opportunity for members of our congregation to share a bit of their faith
journey. It invites further conversation among the rest of us. If you would like to contribute, contact Carol Jones,
isisghound@yahoo.com.

ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS:
Staff members, officers and heads of Commissions are reminded to submit their reports for the Annual

Meeting to the office not later than March 13th. You may send it in the body of an email, or send it as a
Word attachment, to  first.congregational@verizon.net. If you do not have access to email please feel
free to turn in a hard copy to Gay in the office. Reproduction and assembly of the report is time -

consuming so your prompt submission will be greatly appreciated!

CHURCH SCHOOL HELPERS NEEDED!
n you spare an occasional hour or two? Want to help
6d | ove t o hav e-sized, mutime takks. | Cpntaat iCardi Jores dt #81-729-9180, ext. 15; or Karen Rob-
erts at 781-729-0518 for more information. Thanks!
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MUSIC NOTES

Jane Ring Frank, Director of Music

Defy the old dragon, defy the jaws of death, defy fear as well!
Rage, oh world, and quake, here I stand, singing in perfect peace! The might of God protects me; earth and abyss shall
be silent, however much they roar.

Cantata Sunday, March 26, 2006, 10:00 am Worship
Jesu, meine FreudgJesus, my joy)

BWYV 227
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Texts by Johann Franck (1618-1 6 77 ) & St . Paul ‘s Epistles to the R

Bach‘s motets are among his most consummately f i nfi

phonic composition. Their number (anywhere from six to ten motets) has been the subject of the most varied assertions
and guesses. The current thinking on this matter dictates that there were only six motets — motets that can be directly
attributed to Bach with absolute certainty.

The motet is the oldest compositional genre in European polyphonic art music. Although the motet (derived from the
French-memontilng —wor dll) came into being in the twe
strumental passages), its growth into the central genre of church music was not until the sixteenth century. By then, imi-
tation and the use of counterpoint (the art of combining two simultaneous musical lines) to illustrate each phrase of text
became the foundation of Bach's compositional sty
tween musical expression and textual meaning.

Al'l of Bach‘s six authenticated motets were writt
Bach was appointed as director of music in 1723. It seems likely that for ordinary Sunday services he used existing mo-
tets from the seventeenth century tradition, reserving his own motet compositions for special occasions; four of the six
were written for funeral services of prominent members of the congregation of St Thomas. Jesu, meine Freude (BWV
227), the longest, most musically complex and earliest of the six, was written in 1723 for the funeral of Johanna Maria
Kadsin, the wife of Leipzig's postmaster.

On Sunday, March 26, 2006, Cantata Sunday, the First Congregational Church Choir and guest instrumentalists will of-
fer Bach's beaut iJdwneinedreude, apayarfulland committed Lenten motet.

Jesu, my joy, my heartés repose, Jesu,
my fainting heart longs for thee.

Jesu, meine Freude uses as its basis a haunting chorale by Johann Criiger (words by Johann Franck), but includes pas-
sages from St Paul‘s Epistle to the Romans. It is
ture which can be divided into three groups of settings: chorale tune and text (nos. 1, 3, 7, 11); free settings of the cho-
rale (nos. 5 and 9) and settings of the extra biblical text (nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10). Bach richly sets two divergent cycles of

texts: Johann Franck's words and St. Paul ‘s Epi s
first is symbolic of the farewell of the body to the earth, while the second encourages the soul to take flight towards its
God. We find at the very centre of the wor-lButjelre

not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.

Please join us on March 26 for this very special musical and spiritual offering. Although sung in German, the words
will be available for prayer and reflection. If you are interested in joining the choir for Cantata Sunday, please contact
Jane Ring Frank, jringfrank@comcast.net for information.
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Welcome back , Junior ChoirlWi nt er i s al most over and it s ti me
rehearsing again on the first Sunday in March. See you at 11:15 after church. —Mrs. Wankowicz
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Sundays CONFIRMAND SERVICE PROJECTS

Prime Time | , , : : .

(donuts & Confirmation at First Congregational Church is a two-year pro-
thought for the day) gram. Thi s vy e agmders aré enterindinto the service pro-
9:15-9:45 a.m. ‘ject part of their final year. The projects include helping at the Mis-
Confirmation ‘sion of Deeds, cooking and serving a meal at the Dwelling Place

7th Grade 5:30-6:15pm| and (charity begins at home) Spring Clean Up at the church.
8th Grade 6:30-7:15 pm 3

~AC0K

Forum You may have read the Outreach Commission article about the
9th-12th Grades ‘Mission of Deeds in the Spire recently. They are an organization in
7:30-8:30 p.m. 'Reading which seeks to match people embarking on independent

living with new and used goods.

Tuesdays §Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday, May 21st.

D&D T —
2:30 - 4:00 p.m. o ]
in the Forum Room Youth Mission Trlp

Next month we hope to have pictures and stories from the Youth
Mission Trip to Washington, D.C. in this space. Twelve church

6 Coming Up 8 youth and adults took the train to D.C. on February 18th and re-
Sunday,. March 12th turned on February 24th. While in D.C. we worked in soup kitch-
11:15 am ens, food pantries and with young children in shelters. We hope
.AII-Church you will see our pictures next month and support this trip at Easter

Birthday Party! in the Egg Hunt and the Pancake Breakfast.
B I B L E S T U D Y

Rescheduled to the first Wednesday, Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, March 1 at 7:00. We will
begin this particular day at the Wednesday Lenten Meditation and Prayer Service in the Palmer
Room and then continue to our Bible Study in the Health Ministry Office. For the remainder of the
year we will be studying 1 and 2 Samuel, the history of King David. Please come and join us. We
finish promptly at 8:30.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkhkhkrkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkk

To the generous people at First Congregational Church in Winchester )
On behalf of all of us at the City Mission Society | want to thank you for inviting our Christmas
Shop into your church home this Christmas. Your willingness to share Chidley Hall with everyone in-
volved in the Shop was literally, a Godsend. The Hall was a perfect place for us to organize almost
10,000 donated items, welcome over 250 volunteers and distribute gifts to nearly 2,000 people in need
from the Greater Boston area. Those 250 volunteers from UCC churches all over the area got to experi-
ence FCCdbs warm welcome firsthand, and to understand your
of helping others.
Christmas should be a time of wonder and astoni shment
Christmas Shop was truly ASTONISHING. Once again you showed the power of the partnership between
churches and CMS to make an impact on the lives of people in the Boston area. Our Christmas Shop Co-
ordinator Gwen Pritchard extends her personal thanks to so many of you for your help, your words of en-
couragement and your patience while the Christmas Shop occupied Chidley Hall. We are grateful but not
surprised by your generous spirit. Thank you all again.

Rev. June R. Cooper
Executive Director, CMS
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Our Churchods Outreach Ministry i s
Spotlight Oré

ade possible by you | the members of
@AC[Y chureh of all ages “wio sve ROOM TO READ

generously of your time and other

resources lo reach out o people in need. p o, 6 Read is a San Francisco-based international nonprofit organi-

Each month, the Outreach Commission . 1 . .\
e zation devoted to providing educational opportunities to under-
. highlights some of the people and . . . . .
privileged children in the developing world. It was founded in 1999 by

organizations that we support through )
our outreach giving, as well as current service opportunities for John Wood, an American and former

you and your family. ness Development for the Greater China region. RTR partners with
communities to build schools, libraries, computer and language labs,

Thank You to You and provides long-term scholarships for girls. (Many impoverished
families can only afford to send one child to school, and that is usually

a boy.) The organization is currently active in Cambodia, India, Laos,
Nepal Sri Lanka and Vietnam — countries that lack sufficient resources

to educate all of their children. Its success is largely due to the active
participation of the villages, which provide labor and other resources
under a —Challenge Grantl model
local participation and some local investment.

Our Church provides financial assistance to a num-
ber of organizations, many of which send us notes of
appreciation. Here are a few:

"Thank you for your generous contribution. Your
donation is currently on its way to bringing the joy of

learning to children throughout Asia... At Room to R to Read iust celebrated a h lestone: it donated its mil
Read, we believe that there is no other investment oom fo tread just celebrated a huge muestone. 1t donated 1ts mil-

that can bring the same lzlggﬁh%iotoi(utorzl?flgrentﬁ%ﬂg ggg?ﬁplfl‘giwf) rl§' (g :%e/'il.t hats built
. Room to Read, San Francisco, CA SCNOOIS an more_ an 2, 1braries, and provided long-term )
schol arships to over 1,700 girls.

"We very much appreciate your sharing in our mis- grams have so far reached more than 750,000 children.

sion to support the men and women of the Armed
Forces and their families. Since its inception in 1999,
the Fund has provided over $14 million to the fami-
lies of military personnel lost in performance of their
duty. Thank you for your generosity.”
-- Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, New York, NY

RTR has received the Social Capitalist Award from Fast Company

magazine and the Monitor Group three straight years in a row, which

recognizes 25 world class entrepreneurial charities. It was also recog-
nized with Time Asia" s 2004 —Asi an Heroesl a\
more information about Room to Read on its website at

www.roomtoread.org, and on our Outreach Commission bulletin

board.

"Please convey to your congregation our deepest
gratitude for your most generous donation for the
work of the Grow Clinic for Children at Boston
Medical Center. Impoverished children are going to
be facing a terrible winter, with rising fuel and food
costs. Your congregation's kindness  will

be put to immediate good use."|]\jssion Tripto Work in the Wake of Katrina is
-- The Grow Clinic for Children, Boston, MA .
planned for June, see details below.

Many believe that education is the means to help end the cycle of pov-
erty. We first contributed to Room to Read in December 2004 and
plan to continue supporting its efforts.

Since Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast in late August 2005, our Church has raised
$6,300 for the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi and assembled 125 school kits for children in the
affected area. The Outreach Commission has now finalized the third element of our outreach program
there: a mission/work trip to help rebuild homes in Louisiana. We are going there not only to work --
but to reflect and represent our calling in faith to live in solidarity with those who are hurting -- our mis-
sion.

We are working through National UCC, who is sponsoring work camps at three churches in New Or-
leans and surrounding suburbs. We need 15 volunteers to meet our commitment for this six -day
mission trip. Here are the details as we know them today:
- When: From Saturday, June 24th to Friday, June 30th, 2006. You'll be back in time for the long week-
end since July 4th is celebrated on Tuesday this year.
- Where: Mostly in homes around the UCC churches in the greater New Orleans area, including Good
Shepherd Church in Metairie, St. Matthews in New Orleans, and Little Farm Church in River Ridge. We
will be staying at Little Farm, where the accommodations include cots and air mattresses.
We'll need to bring our own sheets, sleeping bags, etc. There is a washer -dryer on site or a laundry mat
nearby.
- Who: Participants must be 16 years or older -- and they really prefer 18 or older. No special skills are
required, but people with trade skills are very welcome. (continued on the next pageé;]
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http://www.roomtoread.org/

BCECBE Health & Wellness Ministry DIAHD

Touchstones

A Womands Wellness and
Discussion Group i
Tuesdays, 12:30 to 2:00 PM

In the Palmer Room

! o Carelgl_vers Breakfast
| Spiritualigyiay, March 12th
: 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
i Palmer Room

The Lenten Journey:
An Invitation to Self Examination

Join fellow church members for a time of prayer, learning
i |and discussion. Whether you are caring for someone at
'|a distance or nearby, whether you are caring for an aging

i i | parent, relative or friend, this is a time to reflect on the

il bought a book on collag ghalfeﬁbeswa[hdl felards Nof cafeliing; Odnd o dpékSto
' number of ways to make meaning out of broken, dis- " how ones falth informs and shapes the i Journey
carded, and Afoundod object|s, wh h means he'y e

'f|rst lost items. Life is filled with broken, discarded, and ;

|OStObJeCtS Weare broken d|SCarded and |ostour_ i.-lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIlllIlllIlllIlllIlllIlllIlllIlllIl
.selves; that we become an.undo i,s the f miracle.

' (While making the mosaic) | cut or broke every tile | i Join us on Thursday Narch |

: used in some form or fashion. The idea of beauty out of ! ! : Announcing the return of

tbrokenness has stayed wit h
: --Milton Brasher-Cunningham writing about cre-

i ating mosaics and collage
I

THE CHURCH FAMILY TABLE

Potluck Supper
2nd Thursdays

-llllllllllllllllllllllIIIIIIIIIIICIIIIIIII

5March7 Last_weekofour seri\es on fAUWnveiling t@ﬁidle@‘ﬂall

icret Lives of Beeso

i 6:15 p.m.

i March 14 Milton Brasher-Cunnigham will be our guide

''as we begin our Lenten series Join us for an informal, multi -generational, family -

; style potluck dinner on the second Thursday of every

i March 21 Examination of the Lenten journey month. Enjoy good food and good company. Come
: as you are! Contributions may be store -bought or

; March 28 Skip Waterbury will share insights

' All are welcome to join us. Please contact Debbie

1 Johnston at The_Johnstons@comcast.net or Kathleen
' Zagata at 781-729-9180 if you have a question.

homemade. Open to all members and friends!

Contacts:
Meg Shin (781 -538-5115; meg.shin@comcast.net)
Jena Roy (781 -729 -2520; jenaroy@aol.com)

Mission/Work Trip ( continued from page 9)
- How: We have reserved seats on American Airlines departing Boston to NewOrleans for about $280

roundtrip -- the best fare out there given the closeness to the holiday weekend. We will rent our own
vehicles, preferably vans. We are fully responsible for our own food, but have use of the church
kitchen.

We are still compiling the costs to the individual to join the mission trip.While costs may be in the range
of $650 (which includes airfare, vehicle rentals, food and a $50 housing stipend per person/week), the
Outreach Commission is investigating ways to defray some of these costs. And, as with mission trips in
the past, the Outreach Commission will try to provide financial support to anyone who has the desire to
go, but not the means. Your service during this mission trip will not only assist people in rebuilding their
homes; your presence indicates your commitment to walk beside people as they seek to rebuild their

lives. Please consider participating. If you are interested in signing up, learning more or providing finan-

cial assistance for others to go, please contact either Joseph Carter (cell 617 -828-0369,
mcarhe@comcast.net ) or Paula Giancola (781.369.1447, paulagiancola@comcast.net ) this coming week,
given we need to firm up logistics. A $150 deposit secures your spot with the group, at the airfare

above.

Thank you.

Linda Alexander, Joe Carter, Paula Giancola and the entire Outreach Commission
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HOLY CONVERSATIONS

Who are we? Where are we? And where are we going?

Thank you to everyone who participated in person or in spirit in the recent Holy Conversations
café luncheon. Your openness was inspiring, and you shared wonderful insights into your deeply
held hopes for our future as a spiritual community.

After a little over a year of engaging in our Holy Conversations endeavor, the questions are getting easier, and at the same time, they
are also harder. Together with you, we have examined thoughtfully and sincerely who we are and where we are as a congregation.
Now it is time to envision — and prepare to step into — our future together.

First

Congregational

Church has a

beauti

ful, chall emwgi

to strive to know the will of God, to walk in the ways of the Lord, made known to us or to be made known; to exalt the worship of
the one true God; to work and pray for the progress of knowledge, the promotion of justice, the reign of peace, and the realization of

human brother hood.

How will we | ive i

invitation mean to our daily lives?

nt o t

I'n this way, we

his covenant

toget her

proclaim our [|ife

as a fait

The members of the Holy Conversations commission are tasked in this last phase of our endeavor to give form to a faithful vision of

future as a
congregat.i

our

our on‘ s

congregat.i
many

on. To

Vvoi ces.

t hat

pur pose, we alhof e

We thank you for sharing in this endeavor with us. Please continue to pray with us and for us as we strive to complete our work.

— the Holy Conversations Commission

WILL YOU SERVE YOUR CHU

RCH?

“« 4 Womenos
Association
News

LETS GET READY TO RUMMAGE!!
Our rummage sale is back after a
lengthy hiatus! On April 8th from 10-2
we will be holding our sale at Chidley
Hall. DROP-OFF for all clothes, house-
hold items and toys will begin on Sun-
day, March 26th (not any earlier as we
have storage issues). You can bring
your items to the far end of Chidley and
there they will be sorted.
WORKERS: It takes a village to raise a
child and a small army to raise a happy
healthy rummage sale! We are looking
for workers in the following areas:
10 SORTERS, 10 CASHIERS,
10 GENERAL HELPERS (security and
tidying up during the sale) and 10 peo-
ple to help with CLEANUP. If you have
any questions, want to sign up, or if you
need someone to pick up items, PLEASE
CALL Donna DeConto at 781-729-2545 or

Melissa Jackson, 781-481-9145.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
ASigns of the

iSigns of t he Ti
World Day of Prayer theme, invites
us to join together in solidarity with
the women of South Africa and pray
together for understanding, compas-
sion, and peace The worship service
is the result of the collaboration of
many groups that make up South
Africa. They ask us to look at the
signs of the times in our context. Who
is suffering and why? They invite us
to recognize Christ as the true sign of
the times 7 indeed the sign of hope
for all times. The service will be held
on Friday, March 3, 2006 at 1:00 pm
at St. Eulalias Church on Ridge St. in
Winchester. All participants will be
members of the churches in Win-
chester. A light lunch in the Parish
Hall will follow the service. Both the
church and the hall are handicap-
accessible. For more information,
contact Peggy Keefe, President of
Church Women United in Winchester,
at 781-729-9073

It takes many people with diverse experience,
skills, perspectives and energy to support the min-
.‘rtnies and programs of our church. We need your

elp! thing your time and talents to the
church is a wonderful way to connect more deeply
Witle ysuidchurch cpmjmupity and ty @urighrth§
lives of others as well as your own through shared
ministry.  Please consider joining one of the
church®s c o @hnistias sHdwcatisn:
(Children &Youth, Adult, Library), Facilities &
Personnel, Financial Resources, Health Minig
try, Leadership Development, Membership Life
& Development, and Outreach.

There will be opportunities to speak with current
and past members of each of the commissions
during coffee hour throughout the month of March.
Sign-ups will also be taking place during this pe-
riod. For a brief de
focus, please see page 4. If you are an experienced
hand, consider stretching to try something new. If
you are considering serving on a commission for
the first time, go ahead and take the plunge! Your
connection to the church will become even more
meaningful.

We look forward to talking with you to explore
how your interests and the needs of the church may
come together. Please call us with your thoughts
and questions. We will also be seeking you!

The Leadership Development Commission:

Sue Leathers, 781-721-0483;; Jean Mortensen, 781
-729-7424; Kaye Nash, 781-721-5752; Jena Roy,
781-729-2520; and Jordan Shin, 781-538-5115

scrij

March 2006
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WELCOME TO THE SEASON OF LENT ¢é AND TO THE SPRI NC(

All classes are back in their regular classrooms as our Winter Term Learning Centers come to an end

and we begin our preparations for Holy Week and Easter. There are new teachers in our classrooms and .
new materials for the children to work with. Pleiase
of fer your help as fiextra handso for the exciting ne

Our focus for March and April is on the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. The i
children will be retracing the events of Jesusbo |EI fe
cial emphasis on the Last Supper and its connection to our celebration of Communion. !

These core stories and events, the key elements of our faith, are approached through activities and i
discussions appropriate to the age and understanding of the children. We encourage parents to make a spe-
cial effort to bring their children to Church School
tant opportunities to grow as young Christians. If you know your child will be absent on a particular Sunday,
pl ease ask your childdéds teacher for the | esson mait er
have the opportunity to learn together as a family during the week and be ready for the next part of the story
the following Sunday.

A Special Invitation for First through Fifth Graders
As a Special follow -up to our Winter Term study of the Last Supper, the 1 %
thru 5™ Grades, along with their WINTER AND Spring term teachers, will be
celebrating Communion together on March 5 in the Palmer Room. The ser-
vice, led by Rev. Judy Arnold, will begin after the children leave the sanctuary
during the morning worship service. You donot h
Winter Term Learning Centers to participate in our Communion Service.

SAY HELLO 7T AND THANK YOU -- TO THESE SPRING TERM TEACHING TEAMS !l

PreSchool Threes and Fours:
Karen Crawford, Melissa Jackson, Candace Mullane
Five Year Olds/Kindergarten:
TBA, talk to Tony McPherson
First and Second Grades:
Linda Fontana (Coordinator), Jenny Splaine, Margen Kelsey, Heidi Driscoll, Laura Bailey, Suz-
anne Morris
Third Grade:
Marc Ritenhouse, Sarah Gallop
Fourth Grade:
Annmarie Galli (Coordinator), Branda Wilhoite, Steve Hagget, Wendy Swanton, Linda
Fontana, Alex Ogier

Fifth Grade:
Carol Savage, Carol Cooke
Sixth Grade:
Jena Roy, Loren Schipani, Dan Delurey
(more church school news on page 13)
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PRESCHOOL THROUGH FOURTH GRADE LESSONS FOR MARCH
REMEMBERING JESUS 1 We r emember that Jesus taught a
he did. At Easter we remember and celebrate God
God and Jesus by loving others.
e March 5 - Mary Anoints Jesus
e March 12 - Palm Sunday (Grades 1-3) Jesus Serves (Preschool and Fives/Kindergarten)

e March 19 - The Last Supper
March 26 - In the Garden
OTWEENS | N TRANSHAND SIXTH GRADE MARCH LESSONS
HOLY WEEK i Jesus has encounters with a wide variety of people during the last week of his life. These encounters
teach us much about what it means to follow God. In this unit Jesus deals with the moneychangers in the Temple,

bout God
6s great

washes his disciples6 feet, suffers the betrayal of Judas,

e March 5 - Jesus and the Moneychangers (Matthew 21:12-17)
e March 12 - Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet (John 13:1-20)

e March 19 - Judas' Betrayal of Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16; 47-56; 27:3-10)
March 26 - Pilate (Luke 23:1-5)

(Because of special activities and changes in the calendar, teachers may choose to change the order of lessons for a

given Sunday.)
CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR LENT

Sunday, March 5 T First Sunday in Lent. Spring Term begins. Communion Service for Grades 1-5 in the Palmer
Room, led by Judy Arnold. All other classes in their regular classrooms.
Sunday, March 12 T Regular classes
Sunday, March 19 7 Cherub Choir (Preschool thru Grade 2 classes) rehearsal in the Chapel after the children exit
the sanctuary, then Cherubs go to their regular classrooms.
Sunday, March 26 i Cherub Choir rehearsal
Sunday, April2 1T Ki d6s Wor s hi5pChéribrChoid eeheal3al
Sunday, April 9 1T PALM SUNDAY , regular Church School classes. Cherub Choir will sing an anthem during the ser-
vice (short rehearsal in the sanctuary before the service).
Sunday, April 16 7T EASTER SUNDAY. Two services and Pancake Breakfast. NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES --

Childcare and special activities for younger children during both services
sk sk sk sfe sk s sk sk ste st she st sk sk sie st sfe sk sk sk sie st ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ste sk sk sk sk st sk ske s st ske st sk sl st sk sk sie sk sfe sk sk ske sk st sk sk s sk sk sie sk sk sie st sk sie st ske sk st ske sk sk sk sk sk ske sk ke sfeoske sk skeoske stk skeskeoske skeskeskeoskesk

What Are Some of the Things We Can Do As Families or Individuals During Lent?
Lent is the 40 -day period before Easter, excluding Sundays. It begins on Ash Wednesday , this year on March 1,
and ends on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, this year on April 15. Ashes, which some people have placed on their

foreheads on Ash Wednesday, are a sign of humility and

change our ways and to become more in |line with Godobés
in the church year, when we try to make positive chang
thing for Lentdo to help them focus on more important t
some ideas to consider as we prepare for the season of Lent:
Seek challenge 1 Tackle something you have been hesitant or afraid to do. Take on a challenge that can really
expand your soul.
Ask someone to forgive you 1 Think of someone you have wronged. Apologize. Ask his/her forgiveness.
Forgive someone who has wronged you 1 Do this even if he/she does not acknowledge the act.
Practice kindness 1 By speaking and acting kindly toward others, you may play an important part in driving back
some of the worl dés dar kness.
Pray for someone who is hurting 1 Say a special prayer for a person you know who is having a hard time. Write

them a note or send them a card of encouragement and

Help someone who needs it T There are lots of needs around us. Choose a service project you can work on to-
gether. Check with our Outreach Commission if you need some ideas.

IThe resul tsEVER¥ONEWE@N! Ouréirst annual SOUPER BOWL was a terrific
Isuccess. We collected approximately 400 food items and $74.00 to help the Food Pantry pro-
I gram at the Woburn Council of Social Concern. Great job everyone! I
| Thank you for your support! I
| The 6th Grade Class I
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' Some Calendar Items

: Wednesday, March 1, 9:30 am

' Ash Wednesday Service, Ripley Chapel
1 Mass Equality meeting at Unitarian

\ Church from 7-8:30 pm to discuss pro-
! posed amendment banning same-sex

| marriage

| Friday, March 3, 1 pm

:CWU Worl d Day of
1 Church

| Sunday, March 12, 11:15 am

1 All-Church Birthday Party

: Friday, March 17 , 7:30 pm

| Discovering Julian, Sanctuary

1 Saturday, March 18, 8:30 am

| Day of Retreat and Reflection

! Frlday—Saturday, March 24-25

|W| nchester Mul t i clu

\ multicultural workshop
I Sunday, March 26, 10 am
\ Choir Easter Concert, Sanctuary

Starisland
August will bring the UCC 6-day family con-
ferences at Star Island, part of the Isle of
Shoals off the New Hampshire coast. For
information about this multigenerational, fun,
enriching, restoring family camp, contact
Mike Redding at 781-391-7873, or
reddingmed@aol.com.

¢S 'ON Hued
06810
VIA “101SaouI p\
pred 95e1s04d ‘S'N
"DYO0 LIJ0Yd-NON

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

1
WE NEED : TO COOK & SERVE AT
I | THE DWELLING PLAC E
YOU! :
1
1

b |

1

1

1

1
The Dwelling Place is a soup kitchen in :

Do you have an hour, an evening, 1 Wobum that provides meals to hungry
individuals and families. FCC members |
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

ol

or a weekend to give? Here are a
1_and friends prepare and serve meals on

P r fawy epportungies.to serve yauri ao e third Saturday of every month.

church and community.

Recipes are provided. Children are
welcome. This is a great way to get to

1
©o o o o o o o o I know other church families. To
w @ &L/_f @ @ &L/_@ @ @ I volunteer, please contact Michelle Zavez
o o I at721-0726.
U Becomea < ' __ o ___
<»  Parish Visitor - _
o CallGe ¢ Hebb at Can you help del|
I ud08 head Ve k MLk 08 Wagono food do

«fm Zagata at 729-9180 éL/Q\f pantries? Please call Laura
o Bailey at 781-756-0188..

nat

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  would love to have your help. If you
are 18 years of age or older, and are interested in learning more about
this important and rewarding (for everyone!) program and how to get
involved, please call Doug Taylor at 781-729-6258. The next project is
scheduled for Saturday, March 25.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!
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