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DO YOURSELF A FAVOR 

THIS SUMMER 
     If you haven‘t come to a summer 

worship service in the Chapel, you 

don‘t know what you‘re missing.  In 

the summer we gather for worship at 

9:45 a.m.  The service is shorter and 

more informal than in the Sanctuary. 

People are casually dressed and re-

laxed.  Our fellowship is held in the 

hall outside the chapel.  So even those 

who come thinking they‘ll just come to 

the service find themselves caught up 

in the friendliness and good cheer and 

end up staying without even realizing it.  

The highlight of summer worship is the 

opportunity to hear some members of 

our congregation speak and others play 

music.  It is a great way to start (or end 

– depending on how you see the calen-

dar) the week and to praise God.  TRY 

THIS:  find a Sunday when you know 

you‘ll be in town this summer, sched-

ule an appointment for 9:45 am at the 

church – and come, just that once – 

you won‘t regret it. 

June 1 

Employment Networking 9:30 am 

June 7 

Worship and Communion 10 am 

Reception for Carol, 11:15 am 

June 14 

Church School Sunday: 10 am 

Theme: ñBuilding Communityò 

All-Church Picnic 11:30 am 

June 15 

Employment Networking 9:30 am 

June 20 

The Dwelling Place 5:15 pm 

June 21 

Worship 10 am 

   Fatherôs Day 

June 28 

Faith Talk Bible Study 9:00 am 

Summer Chapel Services Begin  

9:45 am in Ripley Chapel 

Ruth Group Brunch,  

After Worship 

ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH 

PICNIC  

Sunday, June 14,  

following worship  

& featuring 

Grilled Hamburgers 

Hot Dogs 

Good Fellowship! 
 

Bring a blanket and a side 

dish or a dessert  

for the buffet. 
 

ñGETTING TO KNOW USò 

     From time to time, the Spire 

will feature a profile of someone 

in our church community.  The 

first article in this ―Getting to 

Know Us‖ series, written by Paula 

Giancola and Linda Alexander, 

appears on page 10.  

*** 

A NEW RELIGIOUS AMERICA 

is  the title of Diane Eck‘s book 

which focuses on pluralism in 

America and is the next title in the 

Good Book program. Particular 

attention is called to Chapters one, 

two and five of the book.  Huston 

Smith‘s THE WORLDôS RELIG-

IONS is suggested as a second 

source of understanding of the 

world‘s religions from a historical 

point of view.  The Adult Educa-

tion Commission has chosen these 

titles as thoughtful reading for the 

summer, to be followed up with a 

Good Books discussion in the 

early fall.  Both are available in 

paperback  More on page 9. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C. 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 

June, 2009 Page 2 

Church Office & Ministers 

Telephone (781-729-9180) & 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

 first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 10 

General Messages: 

  ext. 00 

Skip 

 skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

 ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

Brad brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

Gay  ggwill@aol.com 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make 

the Spire responsive to the needs 

and interests of our church 

community. 

The deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of the preceding month 

(i.e., the deadline for the 

November Spire is October 15).  

Submissions may be made to the 

Spire mailbox in the Church 

office or  via  e -mai l  to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

c o mmu n i t y  who  a r e 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

families ,  fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

 
Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  Meet 

at the church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk during 

all seasons.  All are welcome!  Dogs too. 

Camas Lilies 

Consider the lilies of the field,  

the blue banks of camas 

 opening into acres of sky along the road.  

Would the longing to lie down  

and be washed by that beauty  

abate if you knew their usefulness, 

 how the natives ground their bulb 

 for flour, how the settlers‘ hogs  

uprooted them, grunting in gleeful 

 oblivion as the flowers fell? 

 

And you—what of your rushed  

and useful life?  Imagine setting it all 

down—papers, plans,  

appointments, everything—leaving only a 

note:  ―Gone to the fields to be lovely.  Be 

back when I‘m through with blooming.‖ 

 

Even now, unneeded and uneaten, the 

camas lilies gaze out above the grass from 

their tender blue eyes.   

Even in sleep your life will shine. 

  Make no mistake.  Of course  

your work will always matter. 

 

Yet Solomon in all his glory  

was not arrayed like one of these. 

   —Lynn Ungar 

PASSAGES 

In Memoriam: 

Vivien A. Wilcox, 

 long a member of this church, died  

on April 21,  2009.  

 We extend our condolences to, and pray 

for comfort for, all of her family 

 and loved ones. 
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Dear Friends , 

     Twenty years is a long time – close to one third of my whole 

life, certainly the majority of my professional career.  In that time 

friends have left for new beginnings of all kinds and others have 

come to join in our shared journey.  I think that the introduction to 

this year‘s Church School Sunday on June 14 says it best: 

Just like a building under construction, our community  

is growing and changing.   

Sometimes people leave to follow God on new adventures.  

 New people come with fresh ideas and experiences.  

 Long-time members share their insights and commitment.   

Every one of us ï young and old ï helps build community.  

 Welcome to our community ï still under construction,  

working towards a world  based on Godôs love. 
     In the spring of 1991 this congregation met on a Sunday after-

noon to install a unique form of Team Ministry in our church – so 

unique, in fact, that the Metropolitan Boston Association of the 

United Church of Christ had to work with us to modify the usual 

words that installed ordained ministers to include ALL of us on the 

Ministry Team – lay and ordained, men and women, full-time and 

part-time, experienced ministers and neophytes, young and mature.  

Skip called it ―living the Gospel with and for each other‖. Saint 

Paul put it this way: 

é in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 

slave or free, there is no longer male and female;  

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  ï Galatians 3:26-28 

     Living out that vision of Team Ministry – just like living out the 

Gospel – has not been an easy thing over the years.  I was recently 

reminiscing with Skip and the rest of our current Team that for the 

first five or six years trying to keep the phrase ‗Senior Pas-

tor‘ (with its implications of a hierarchical, ―institutional‖ model) 

from creeping into our vocabulary as well as the congregation‘s 

was like playing a continuous game of ―Whack-A-Mole‖!!   

     The congregation‘s vision of Team Ministry (yes, YOU were 

the ones with the original vision, the ones who put out the call for a 

Ministry Team) was based on a specifically non-hierarchal model.  

Think of a large and very eclectic pizza.  Every piece has a differ-

ent topping on it – pepperoni or green peppers or black olives or 

anchovies (you can name your own favorite if you‘d like).   But in 

spite of its diversity, the pizza shares in common its crust and its 

sauce and its cheese.  Our Team Ministry brought together a group 

of people with a wide variety of skills, gifts, expertise, each with a 

specific and unique call to ministry, but sharing in common the 

―crust‖ and the ―sauce‖ and the ―cheese‖ -- the shared responsi-

bility to love this congregation, to nurture its spiritual life, and to 

share in its journey, a journey that would slowly, over the years, 

draw us all closer to each other and to God.  Again, Paul has his 

own way of describing it:   

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

 varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. -- I Corinthians 12: 4-7 

     We also loved and supported each other, collaborated when 

possible, backed each other up when help was needed, ―carried 

water‖ for each other when one of us got in over our heads, in 

addition to advising and critiquing when asked.   

     Of all the members of the Team over the years, I‘m possibly the 

one who is the most aware of the radical nature of my call to min-

istry among you. I have been the ―non-ordained‖, ―part-time‖, 

―oldest‖ on the Team, ―woman‖, who ―keeps the kids occupied‖ so 

the grown-ups can get about their serious, adult business up in the 

sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  Except that I have never – or 

almost never – felt like that.  From the very first day I walked in 

the door this congregation had decided that I, too, would be Min-

ister – I, too, would be a co-equal part of a Team of professional 

colleagues, leaders and servants of this congregation.  Thank you 

for your vision and for the opportunity to minister among you and 

with you over the last twenty years. 

     A lot happens over twenty years – I have changed, the Ministry 

Team has changed, YOU have changed.  What kind of ―Team 

Ministry‖ is appropriate for the 21st century, for the times we find 

ourselves in?  In our original Installation Service in 1991, after the 

Charge to the Team had been given, Reverend Tony Kill delivered 

the Charge to the Congregation.  Before he spoke to YOU he 

called US, the new Team, down into the center aisle of the sanc-

tuary to join you.  And in a tone that was almost a kind of finger 

wagging at all of us, he exhorted us to be aware that the Ministry 

Team of First Congregational Church in Winchester MA wasn‘t 

the small group of ministers who were being installed together that 

afternoon.   It was everyone there in the sanctuary and all those 

others who hadn‘t been able to attend, plus all of those who would 

come after them.  It‘s YOU – you are one of the Ministers of this 

congregation -- lay or ordained, men or women, full-time or part-

time,  experienced  ministers  or  neophytes,  young or  mature, 

―living the Gospel with and for each other.‖  

     What difference would it make if we scrapped the names of our 

current commissions and committees and organized ourselves 

around groups like the Outreach Ministries Team or the Educa-

tional Ministries Team or the Children‘s Ministries Team – or the 

Financial Ministries Team?  What would it be like if we scrapped 

all of our commissions or committees or boards altogether, got rid 

of our organizational chart, and only did those things that individ-

ual ―ministers‖-- or groups of them – felt called by God‘s Spirit to 

initiate and to nurture, inviting others to join them in their ministry 

as they heard God‘s call to do so?  What would happen if the paid 

professional staff of this church were mentors to ministers and to 

ministry teams rather than being understood as the ones who did 

the work of the church?        

      Much of the sociological literature about the 21st Century 

church suggests that the above ―vision‖ is what is needed if 

churches like ours are to continue to move forward, speaking and 

acting for the God and Father of Jesus Christ in ways that are 

transformative for ourselves and for society.  But this church is 

already potentially several way stations along the journey.  Be-

cause YOU had an ―original vision‖ of what it means to be a 

ministry team, to ―live the Gospel with and for each other,‖ to be 

the kind of faith community that can say… ñWelcome to our 

community ï still under construction, working towards a world 

based on Godôs love.ò 

     Wherever my own journey takes me, I‘ll be watching with 

interest how your vision develops – watching and praying that 

God will bless and keep you on your journey.  For my journey and 

yours are, in the end, the same journey, with the same destination 

in the love and grace of God  

     Blessings on your journey, 

 

      Carol Jones 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 
Bookkeeper Gay Williams 
Spire Editor Mike Redding 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carter, 
Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, Chris 
Noble, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenicke, Walter 
Ogier and Karen Roberts. The Diaconate 
assists the pastoral team in the spiritual 
care of the Church and provides active 
administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts and  Vicki 

Waterbury.  Children/Youth: Cindy 

Wankowicz, (Chair), Gretchen Clarke, 

Terry Marotta and Jodi Collins-Skinner 

.Library Committee: Marjorie Moore. The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: John Fiske (Chair),  Marianne 

Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, Rick 

Forzese,  Barry McArdle and Becky 

Tellefsen.  Personnel: Lynne Rahmeier 

(Chair), Elizabeth Cooper, Darlene 

Heikkinen, and Alex Rohall    The 

Facilities & Personnel Commission 

oversees all matters of personnel policy 

and of the care and control of the 

Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (Chair), Michael Bailey, 
Douglas Clarke,  David DuBard,  Rich 
MacNeille, ,   Nick Troisi,  Carl Turissini 
and Dorothy Zahir..  FR oversees 
programs to provide financial support of 
and donations to the church, and arranges 

Commission UPdates 

for management of the Churchôs 
endowment and other funds. 

Health Ministry  Laura Bryan, Cathy 
Crabtree, Kris Montgomery, Cindy 
Mutterperl,  Sybil Richardson (Co-chair, 
Flowers), Bob Shirley and Branda 
W i lho i t e .  Th eHea l th  Min i s t ry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the 
connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (Co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen, John Mutterperl..    This 
Commission plans and implements 
programs to enhance the leadership skills 
of persons active in the church, and seeks 
to match peopleôs skills and interests with 
the various needs of the Church 
organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Jan Koss and Susan Leathers (Co-
Chairs), Lisa Der, Fred Greene,  
Barbara Rinn, Peter Rosenberg.  Alice 
Senko and Vicki Waterbury. The 
Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach Bruce Lauterwasser (Chair)  
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey 
(Treasurer), Leigh Kelliher,   Diane Lord,  
Kate Puzzanghera and Louise Ritenhouse.  
The Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From: The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

      

In order to efficiently process 

materials submitted to the church 

office,  we request your attention to 

the following important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or          

  publication 

 

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

For your reflection 

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for  

JUNE 2009 

 

June 7 
Isa 6:1-8; Ps 29; Rom 8:12-17; 

John 3:1-17 

June 14 
1 Sam 15:34-16:13; Ps 20 or Ezek 

17:22-24; Ps 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Cor 

5:6-10, 14-17 or 2 Cor 5:6-17; 

Mark 4:26-34 

June 21 
1 Sam 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49; 

Ps 9:9-20 or Job 38:1-11; Ps  

107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Cor 6:1-13; 

Mark 4:35-41 

                  June 28 
2 Sam 1:1, 17-27; Ps 

130 or Wis. Of Sol, 

1:13-15, 2:23-24; Ps 

30; 2 Cor 8:7-15; 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

The Church Office Hours 

are 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday. 
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 Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

 

Reach Out!  

 

THE OUTREACH COMMISSION HAS OPENINGS 
     The Outreach Commission is the group in the church charged with 

disbursing our mission dollars.  We also help to administer many op-

portunities for the congregation to participate in organizations locally 

and farther afield.  We‘ve collected books for New Orleans, toiletries 

for a battered women‘s shelter and food for the Woburn Council.  We 

are also the group that decides the recipients of our annual appeals – 

the Christmas Offering, the Easter Offering, and the Just Peace Offer-

ing.  If you‘ve gone on the adult mission trip, you‘ve  participated in 

one of our activities.  If you‘ve taken a tag from the Christmas tree 

and brought back a gift, you‘ve contributed to one of our activities.   

A few of the organizations we support are Mission of Deeds, Habitat 

for Humanity, Reach and Germaine Lawrence.   We‘ve had an inten-

tional focus around issues of homelessness and issues of women and 

youth for the last few years.  We are considering where we might 

focus in the coming few years, now.  Why not think about joining us.  

Our meetings are fun (what could be better than spending someone 

else‘s money) and fulfilling.  We meet on the second Tuesday at 7:30.  

Interested?  Talk with Judy Arnold or just show up in the Tucker 

Room on June 9th. 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING MOTHERôS 

DAY SPECIAL FOR SPECIAL MOMS 
     The Outreach Commission thanks all the members of the 

congregation who brought toiletries and other gifts for the 

women at New Day, a treatment center in Somerville for 

pregnant and parenting women in recovery for substance 

abuse.  We were able to make overflowing gift bags for 

every resident.  There were creams and shampoos, photo 

albums for new babies, clothes and hairdryers.  The women 

of New Day are working hard to make their lives and the 

lives of their new babies more hope filled.  Thank you for 

rewarding them with these little luxuries on their first 

Mother‘s Day.   

CALL FOR SUMMER MUSICIANS!    
     It is time to think of summer at First Congregational Church – rich, 

unique summer services led by the talents and contributions of the lay 

congregational community.  I am looking for volunteer summer musi-

cians! Summer services are held each Sunday, 9:45 a.m. in the 

Chapel! (This year, there will be fellowship and bible study at 9:00 

a.m.in the music room, before chapel services).  If you would like to 

contact me directly, I would be happy to add your name to the list of 

summer musicians for 2009.  Otherwise, the traditional sign-up sheet 

will be available outside the Music Room. Thank you in advance for 

sharing your time and talents. Keyboards, guitars, vocalists, any in-

struments will do!  Please, please sign up if you are interested in pro-

viding music for the services, June 28 - September 6!  There are 11 

Sundays available!!  

     SPECIAL NEWS:  My friend and colleague, Todd Gordon (who 

was so wonderful last summer), will be available to support the music 

for ALL services this summer.  Todd will gladly accompany a solo, 

fill in where/when necessary and in general, support any of the volun-

teer musicians who would like to participate.  Have you ever wanted 

to offer a solo or a small amount of music, but have been over-

whelmed by the task of providing all of the music for the ser-

vice?  Todd will give you a chance - you do not even need to rehearse 

in advance.  He is a SUPERB sight reader and will cheerfully help 

you on your chosen Sunday morning.  I understand that a few of you 

might not need Todd's services - please mark on the sign-up sheet if 

this is the case (or let me know).  Todd is happy to do as much or as 

little as needed! 

     Get ready, you will probably hear from me in person as well! 

     If you have any suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me either by e-mail:  jringfrank@comcast.net or by telephone:  

617.441.0701.  Thanks!! 

  Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music.  June, 2009 

       

CAN YOU HELP CALL TO CARE? 
     The Health Ministry is looking for someone to 

activate the Caring Network email list this summer, 

July and August, in the event a member is in need of 

caring help. 

     The Health Ministry is also looking for a person 

to share in the oversight of the Caring Network this 

coming fall.  Sybil Richardson will graciously orient 

and assist. 

     Please give these requests your serious considera-

tion.  Call Kathleen Zagata  at 781-729-9180,  Exten-

sion 16, if  you would like to learn more about this 

opportunity  

A REMINDER FROM THE TREASURER 

The Church expenses keep coming all summer.  If you 

can pay ahead on your annual pledges, it would be 

much appreciated.  Thank you. 

         Peter Van Aken 

SUMMER PREACHERS SOUGHT 

            I TôS NEVER TOO EARLY TO BEGIN PLANNING  

for Summer..  Our summer  Sunday tradition is to worship 

in Ripley Chapel.  Worship begins at 9:45 – after the Faith 

Talk Bible Study.  It is shorter than the usual hour and is 

less formal.  You are invited to come in comfortable 

clothes.   

     The high point of this worship experience is that the ser-

mon and the music are provided by lay people.  This makes 

worship an opportunity for church members to get to know 

each other better and to deepen our faith by hearing about 

the struggles and triumphs of those who share our pews 

throughout the rest of the year.    We already have a few 

preaching slots filled.  But there are still many open dates.  

If you feel a call to share an informal sermon with your 

church family, call or talk with Judy and we‘ll find a date 

that works.   
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  

    As I write this column for the June Spire, we are in the midst 

of our capital campaign at First Church Winchester.  It is a time 

when we are focused upon letting our light shine brightly as a 

community of the good news of the love of God and God‘s trans-

forming power.  Our hope is to allow us to refresh our building as 

well as making aspects of the building more accessible to more 

people who want to come to be with us as a part of this commu-

nity of faith and love. 

     My own awareness of the importance of such an undertaking 

comes from the reality that my sister has lived in a wheelchair for 

the past twenty years, after her rheumatoid arthritis took an ever 

greater toll upon her ability to walk and no more hip surgeries 

were possible for her.  A building‘s accessibility speaks loudly to 

people like her.  Part of our hope is to make our building able to 

accommodate those who are differently-abled at various levels of 

the building with a new lift as well as a more accessible bath-

room.  This, along with more space for our growing young peo-

ple‘s programs and uncovering and restoring our wonderful 

stained glass windows as well as refreshing the building with 

paint and needed roof and other repairs can make us more ready 

to offer the transforming power of God to all who would like to 

come to be a part of us.   
Philip Larkin‘s poem ―The Trees‖ reminds me of this each May 

when I remember his words: 

  

  The trees are coming into leaf 

  Like something almost being said 

  Their recent buds relax and spread 

  Their greenness is a kind of grief. 

  

  Is it that they are born again 

  And we grow old?  No they die too. 

  Their yearly trick of looking new 

  Is written down in rings of grain. 

  

  Yet still the unresting castles thresh 

  In full-gown thickness every May 

  Last year is dead, they seem to say, 

  Begin afresh, afresh, afresh.     

     As the amazing new life that trees put forth each spring and 

summer here in New England surrounds us, we are reminded that 

we are to refresh our lives, our spirits, our ministries and mis-

sions also, allowing the new life of the Spirit to grow in different 

ways, both as individuals and as a community gathered in Christ.  

Pentecost also reminds us that the Spirit is given to each of us as 

a gift to refresh us and encourage us to grow and bring forth new 

possibilities, new flowering, and new fruit.  The Holy Spirit‘s 

renewing power is given to all of us as a gift we are to remember 

to allow to shine through us as God‘s love poured into our hearts.  

     Yet, as Larkin‘s poem reminds us, the ―rings of grain‖ are the 

trunks of the trees that also are growing older and thicker, need-

ing to support that new growth, and that branches themselves are 

also growing and changing, needing attention and pruning.. We 

may see that our physical facility is like the trunk and branches 

that need attention in order for the new growth of the leaves and 

fruit of our ministries and missions to be supported to their full-

est.    

     Jesus gives us another image of the vine and branches.  That 

branches cannot bring forth fruit apart from being connected to 

the vine is a reality of which he reminds us.  And our hopes for 

new transforming ministries and missions do not come unless 

supported by the vine that is God.  We might also see how we 

need our physical church home that supports that growth, those 

programs, and the Spirit that inspires our ongoing love of one 

another.   

     May we find ways to support this great tree, this great vine, 

that has been the First Congregational Church of Winchester 

(UCC) in order for new growth and fullness of life and love to 

flourish through the growing season of the summer, fall, and well 

into God‘s future.  May our capitol campaign be a way of grow-

ing that faith.  May God‘s Spirit shine through all of us for the 

whole world to see.  

  

  --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth,  

                 Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

  

 

     As we write this Spire article about the Capital Campaign , it is 

May 17th and only two weeks after our kick-off brunch.  As you read this Spire, the May 

31st Commitment Sunday service will probably have already occurred. So we can‘t tell 

you about how lovely the ceremony was, or about the financial result of the collection of 

commitment cards from the May 31st service, but we can tell you about all the wonderful things that are already happening as of mid-

May. 

     During the month of May, we introduced a new prayer practice, listened to inspiring sermons, celebrated our life together with a 

lovely brunch, and received poignant faith stories in our email inboxes. 

     We are so happy to report that people are responding with joy, energy, generosity, courage and hope.  The commitment to repair-

ing and revitalizing our spiritual home has already been evident:  

***in the energy surrounding the kick-off brunch, 
***in the interest shown in the tours of the building, 
***in the heartfelt mission moments, and 
***in the tremendous early financial support, making our goal seem possible. 
     This enthusiasm and participation are necessary to the many urgent needs facing the church – fixing the roof, saving the historic 

stained glass windows, opening access to all, and making our classrooms fit the growing youth of the church 

     If we can sustain this momentum and gain commitment across the congregation, we will be able to reach our goal of $1.4 million 

and support the rebuilding of the church around us.  The bonds we build as a congregation throughout this campaign will last in the 

structure we leave behind, and in the connections in our lives together through our efforts, ideas, sacrifices and shared joy.   
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 Sundays 

Journey to 

Adulthood 
9:00 am. 

Rite 13 
10:00 am. 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30–8:30 pm 

YOUTH GRADES  
AND ACTIVITIES: 

Forum ï high school 

Ski trip ï 7th and up 

Rite 13 ï 6th and 7th 

J2A ï 8th and 9th 

Mission Trip ï high school 

Youth Sunday Overnight ï  

7th and up 

 (juryôs still out on 6th) 

TEN YOUNG MEN CELEBRATED IN RITE 13 CEREMONY 
     During worship on May 10, another group of 13-year-olds was celebrated. 

Jude Capachietti, Lucas Galli Max Kapp, Lucas Kelliher, Greg Lauterwasser, Russell 

Mahoney, Dylan Mullane,  Cam Rohall, Will Skinner and Jack Wilhoite were recog-

nized for attaining this important birthday milestone.  The Rite-13 liturgy is designed 

to acknowledge and welcome the teenager‘s journey into adulthood in the context of 

worship.  A key message contained in that ceremony is that gender is a free gift from 

God.  It cannot be earned – unlike adulthood which must be earned.   Your presence at 

that service was a gift to them and their parents. 

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD URBAN ADVENTURE 
     Did you know the Journey to Adulthood goes through Philadelphia?  It does, at 

least the Urban Adventure part of it does. One of the six marks of Adulthood is infor-

mation gathering.  On this trip the group will build confidence by facing the challenge 

and succeeding at the task of locating several landmarks and performing certain tasks 

there – a sort of urban scavenger hunt.  They will be given all the tools they need: 

maps, timetables, guide books, and at least one adult.   We‘ll take the train to Philly 

and stay in a local UCC church.  The trip will be from June 26th to the 28th.  Check the 

September Spire for pictures and tales of our time away.   

Attention Potential Sunday School, Rite 13 and J2A Leaders: 

     If you are considering working with the youth of our church next fall, you will 

need to fill out a CORI form before the sessions begin..  By Massachusetts law, no 

one is allowed to work with the youth without submitting a CORI form.  The form is 

easy to use, is available on the church website, and is to be turned in to the Office 

Manager, Sarah Marino.   Senior Minister Skip Waterbury is the only person who will 

receive  responses from the Criminal History Systems Board, and the responses are 

kept by Skip in a locked file. 

Steve Cole shared a faith moment with the congregation on April 

19th, the first Sunday of School vacation week.  As is usual, there 

were not a lot of people there ï even his wife, Jane Ring Frank 

was away.  So we thought weôd publish it here for those who 

were not able to be with us.   

 I believe in God.  But the God I believe in now is a long 

way away from the God I believed in and feared in my youth. 

I was raised in an independent Baptist, fundamentalist family in 

the suburbs of Minneapolis, Minnesota.  My parents were good 

―God fearing‖ Christians.  I was taught that Jesus died for my 

sins and I was forgiven if I accepted him as my Savior.  How-

ever, I always felt like the person described in Jonathan Edwards‘ 

famous sermon: ―a sinner in the hands of an angry God‖.  
 Church obligations were many and expected:  (Sunday school, 

morning and evening service, Monday night boys club meeting, 

Wednesday night prayer meeting, youth programs on Saturday, and any 

specially scheduled Evangelist services during the week.  I literally grew 

up in church. 

     After high school, my only choice for college was to attend Bob 

Jones University.  Bob Jones University is a fundamentalist, non-

denominational college.  Lots of Bible studies, prayer groups, and faith-

based education.   It had a discriminatory policy of not allowing people 

of color into the school since God condemned the mixing of races.  Our 

behaviors were monitored ―big brother‖ style, and this taught me fear 

and the art of remaining ―under the radar.‖      

     After graduating from Bob Jones and marrying my college sweet-

heart, my spiritual life continued in the Presbyterian church.  I became 

the youngest elder in the history of that church.  I knew how to do all the 

right things: commitment and participation at the highest level.  AND I 

became completely burned out with organized religion. 

 Fast forward several years, and, after moving to Boston, my 

first wife and I began to attend a Unitarian Universalist church in Bos-

ton‘s western suburbs.  We had a child, my lovely Anne Frances, and 

unfortunately my marriage dissolved when my wife came out as a les-

bian.  This event led me to a very liberal Unitarian Universalist church in 

Boston‘s Back Bay.  This church was a ―welcoming – open and affirm-

ing - congregation‖ with a sizable gay, lesbian and transgender popula-

tion.  It was the right place for me and for my daughter - to find support, 

to find answers and to face my anger and homophobia.  While this com-

munity afforded me an opportunity to heal, I realized that it was not a 

place where I could openly value the pieces of my Christianity that were 

important to me.  My relationship with God was a bit ―on the rocks‖ at 

the time, and I began to desire a relationship with a loving and open God 

– a God that looked and loved differently than the God of my childhood. 

 Well, God knew how to rock my world by giving me a great 

surprise.  In the midst of this gay community, I met and married Jane 

Ring Frank.  God does move in mysterious ways. When Jane came to 

FCCW, I was uneasy about entering another church after feeling totally 

―churched out‖.  What a nice place to land.  My healing began as I par-

ticipated with the choir.  The choir is such a safe place to be with people 

in the church and I learned about their faith and commitment to this 

community each week.  My level of comfort here has allowed me to 

continue to redefine the God I believe in.  I no longer fear God.  The 

God I now know is loving and accepting and is open to all people being 

a part of God‘s love and caring here on earth.   The God I know is both 

male and female.  The God I know is accepting of all people and this 

church exemplifies this with its commitment to having an open and af-

firming church.  I am thankful I am here.  In fact, an additional and very 

personal gift this church has given me is the friendship of men in this 

church.  Not only are they good representatives of practicing their faith, 

committing service to the church, family involvement, and leaders in the 

community, they have also taught me the joy of Rock and Roll and being 

able to hang out and have a lot of fun.   Who would have thought that 

while I am growing closer to God, I get to sing the devil‘s music. 

 Thank you.  

A FAITH MOMENT 
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  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N 

     Our nation is increasingly plural-

istic:  today we have neighbors who iden-

tify themselves as  Buddhist, Hindu, Mus-

lim, Sikh, and as members of many other 

religious groups.  As Christians, we say 

that we want to "love our neighbors as 

ourselves", but that's not always easy when 

we don't understand much about their reli-

g i o u s  b e l i e f s  o r  b e h a v i o r s . 

     So the adult ed commission is hoping to 

improve our understanding of our 

neighborhood by reading part (or all) of 

Diana Eck's book "A New Religious 

America".  Eck, a professor at Harvard and 

the director of Harvard's Pluralism Project, 

focuses on groups that are active and grow-

ing today in the USA, and pays relatively 

little attention to the history of these relig-

ions.  We will pay particular attention to 

chapters one, two, and five of her book, 

and will schedule an 11th hour for a Good 

Book discussion early in the fall 

     If you personally would like more his-

torical background, we suggest Huston 

Smith's "The World's Religions", a widely 

respected introduction to the histories of 

t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s . 

     Both of these books are available in 

paperback, and would make thoughtful 

reading for the summer.  Please join us! 

RUTH GROUP 
     Our annual planning meeting/

brunch will take place right after the 

service on Sunday, June 28th, in the 

Tucker Room.  The planning brunch is 

a casual affair, typically lasting about 

two hours.  Any woman of our congre-

gation who‘s interested in joining us to 

plan next year‘s book list is welcome.  

If possible, please bring along a food 

item to share. 

     This year we will be collecting book 

suggestions in advance and distributing 

them by email around mid-June, so that 

everyone has more time to consider 

them before the meeting.  If you have 

one or more titles to suggest, please 

email them (title and author), along 

with a line or so describing each one, to 

Susan Sawyer at sdsawyer@aol.com.   

Remember that we try to concentrate 

on books that will be out as paperbacks 

by the time we read them.  

     We hope you can join us on the 

28th! 

FACILITIES COMMISSION 
     Your Facilities Commission has done 

a "walk around" to note tasks that might 

be accomplished within the 2009 Facili-

ties budget.  There are many opportuni-

ties!  Our intent is to work around and 

supplement the major projects antici-

pated as a result of the Capital Cam-

paign.  Some projects currently in proc-

ess include some maintenance of the 

front walk - stone dust to fill the gaps and 

settling of the stones - and repair of some 

pew cushions  - new foam inserts for 

those where the old padding has deterio-

rated.  We're also having the carpeting in 

the Vestry and the stairs leading up to the 

sanctuary repaired and tightened to mini-

mize the existing tripping hazard.  If all 

goes well, we will have new paneling in 

place and the piano tuned in Chidley Hall 

before the May 31st celebrations.  We 

look forward to that date! 

  

     For the Facilities Commission, 

               John Fiske, Chair 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC  

JUNE 14, RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP 

Reminderé       All -Church Celebration Lunch to Honor 

              Carol Jonesô Upcoming Retirement            
                    Sunday, June 7

th
, after worship 

Come to the service! 

Be included in the whole-congregation photo to be taken for 

Carol. 

Bring your notes, cards, and/or mementos for Carol that 

morning (if you havenôt already), and place them in one of 

our two marked baskets. 

And above all, come one and all to the party.  There will be 

lunch, ice cream sundaes, and lots of sharing and  

   celebrating. Weôll see you there and then!  

mailto:sdsawyer@aol.com
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òGetting to know usó  

Terry Marotta 

This profile is the first in a series of ñGetting to Know Usò articles. 

     Terry Marotta has been part of our church life since 1979, when she and her husband David needed to find a place to 

have their newest baby baptized. David had been raised in the First Congregational Church of West Medford so this 

church seemed familiar. Then, too, it struck them as so beautiful and its members so friendly that they felt instantly at 

home. 

     When asked about some of the ways she has participated in church life over the last 30 years, Terry is quick to de-

scribe two things: singing in the choir and working with the youth. 

     She was active in the senior choir for 20 years, from 1980 to 2000.  ―My tactic: to stand next to Marilyn White,‖ 

Terry explains, ―because she has perfect pitch and she is always so kind.‖   Interested in music from her early days, Terry 

played violin from fifth through eighth grades and sang in her high school choir – ―but not very well,‖ she humbly adds. 

     In reminiscing about these choir years, Terry recalls Jim Reynolds, who contributed his humor and his rich bass voice 

to those Thursday evening rehearsals, and also the many memorial services she felt privileged to sing at. She remembers 

in particular the passing of David McMillan. A life deacon and a much-loved member of the congregation, he died very 

suddenly in his early forties, leaving two teen-age children and his wife Marilyn, also a member of the choir. There was 

no question that the choir would sing and as they gathered in emergency session to rehearse, Terry remembers Bob 

White‘s mentioning the lovely quality of the light that June evening and then his saying, ―We know who we‘re here for.  

Let‘s begin.‖ She also recalls the All Soul‘s Day service the following November when the names of all of who died had 

in that12-month period were read aloud. Just as the names were being recited, a bird came in through one of the Chancel 

windows, flew several times around the inside of the church and was gone again. A sign, perhaps? 

 
     Thinking back over her experiences since 1979, Terry adds, ―In general I find this church so full of kindness. I think 

of the delight that the diaconate seemed to take in 2003, a full year before Massachusetts led the country in Marriage 

Equality laws, when they encouraged Skip to perform the very first same-sex commitment ceremony performed here, for 

our oldest daughter Carrie and her partner Chris. I think, too, of how people supported us when David‘s mom was dying 

at the Aberjona -- and how eight or ten choir members took time from work just two days before Christmas to sing at my 

mom‘s funeral, which wasn‘t even held in our church but at St. Mary‘s.‖ 

     But the fact that she could have a part in making music with those talented people was so great for Terry she says she 

almost felt like it was something she was taking rather than giving... and that‘s why she started working with the youth, 

to give back a little. 

     Terry had been a high school teacher in the city of Somerville all through her twenties so that working once again 

with youth felt in a way like coming home. ―I began helping with Bill Mark in 1981, then Scott Lang, Ashley Rooney, 

Ginger Brasher-Cunningham; Jim Matarazzo, Laura Tuach, and finally Judy. I taught the Confirmation class with Bruce 

Lauterwasser for a time and there was even an interlude when Skip and I did Forum together.‖ 

     Interacting with young people has provided Terry with many thought-provoking and occasionally humorous experi-

ences.  In particular, she recalls a sleepover that the youth had in the church, when a few kids slept in the Forum Room, 

and the rest in various parts of the sanctuary. She and some eighth grade girls chose a spot in the transept, where the 

aisles cross, to lay out their sleeping bags. She remembers lying in the dark and quiet of the winter night, looking up and 

thinking that this was the spot where some of these young people would stand on their wedding day; the spot too where 

she would lie the day of her funeral. This was not a morbid but rather a comforting thought to her, to be in familiar sur-

roundings, in the midst of community, even at the last. ―It was a wonderful moment,‖ she says, ―until the eighth-grade 

boys started winging Skittles down from the balcony.‖ 

     Then, as now, the youth spent time in urban areas, helping the homeless.  One winter day, she recalls, they saw a 

homeless man who had no shoes.  The young people asked him his shoe size and then went into Marshalls to buy him a 

pair of sneakers.  One of the most life-changing experiences she has ever had happened when she went on the  youth 

mission trip to Washington, DC in 2005, for which Judy  arranged a full week for them all to work among and take 

meals with homeless people. She describes how naturally our youth reached out to the people in the homeless shelters: 

―They carry themselves so lightly and are so self-forgetful.  It‘s wonderful to be around them.‖  

     Terry has been a newspaper columnist for 30 years, writing about our common life; and her column today appears in 

newspapers all over the country. She also does regular commentaries for a number of NPR‘s local affiliates; and a year 

or so ago she launched her blog, Exit Only (www.terrymarotta.wordpress.com), which she calls ―diary-like, but not nec-

essarily about me… I‘m really just an eavesdropper, but in a good way I hope. I like to catch people at their best.‖  

http://www.terrymarotta.wordpress.com/
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C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S  

CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY IS JUNE 14 --  
And all classes are busy preparing their parts in this year‘s worship service, led by the children.  Our theme is 

―Celebrating Community,‖ and will feature music, storytelling, and a ‗participatory sermon‘ that will involve the whole 

congregation.  Don‘t miss it!! 

LOOKING AHEAD  

  Sunday, June 7 ï Last day of Church School Classes.  Time to clean up the classroom and 

 have a ―class party‖ to celebrate the year. 

  Sunday, June 14 -- CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY!!  Don‘t miss it! 

  Sunday, June 21 -- Last sanctuary service before summer.  No Church School Classes. 

 

SUMMER CHAPEL SERVICES BEGIN AT 9:45 AM ON JUNE 28  
These are shorter, informal services with guest speakers and great music, wonderful for children to attend and participate 

in.  We will also have childcare available in the Nursery for very young children.  This is a wonderful time to spend re-

laxed summer Sunday mornings worshipping together as a family.  Don‘t miss the opportunity!! 

SECOND GRADE PARENTS  
Please return your ―Bible letter‖ as soon as possible, indicating how you would like your child‘s name imprinted on his 

or her Bible for the fall – or e-mail me at isisghound@yahoo.com.  If your child is in the Second Grade Class and you 

haven‘t received a Bible letter, please call us.  We don‘t want to inadvertently leave anyone out.  Any older children 

(beyond Second Grade) who have not yet received a gift Bible from the church should notify the office or talk to 

Carol Jones so that we may include you in our presentation. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WOULD YOU OR A TEEN YOU KNOW LIKE TO MAKE SOME EXTRA 

MONEY THIS SUMMER?  

 WE NEED CHILDCARE WORKERS FOR SUMMER CHAPEL SERVICES. . 
Sign up on the sheet hanging on the Nursery door.  We need two teen caregivers each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:30 am.  

Each worker will earn $15 a morning and you‘ll be paid even if no kids show up who need to be cared for.  What a 

deal!! 

Excerpts from ñFurther Reflections on Communityò,  

compiled by Ken Orth: 

 

―Simple gestures of love given to people around you 

change the world.  To save the world, we must serve 

the people around us—often those with whom we ini-

tially may feel most at odds.  The reality of personal 

relationships lived out in kindness and care saves eve-

rything and transforms the world we live in.‖ 

    —Thomas Merton 

 

―Whenever, contrary to the world‘s vindictiveness, we 

love our enemy, we exhibit something of the perfect 

love of God, whose will is to bring all human beings 

together as children of one Creator, offspring of one 

wellspring,.  Whenever we forgive instead of letting 

fly at one another, bless instead of cursing one an-

other, tend one another‘s wounds instead of rubbing 

salt into them, hearten instead of discouraging one an-

other, give hope instead of driving one another to de-

spair, hug instead of harassing one another, welcome 

instead of cold-shouldering one another, thank instead 

of criticizing one another, praise instead of maligning 

one another...in short, whenever we opt for and not 

against one another, we make God‘s unconditional 

love visible; we are diminishing violence and giving 

birth to a new community.‖ 

      —Henri Nouwen 

 

 



WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 
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21 Church Street 

Winchester, MA  01890 
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U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested 

Can you help deliver ñLittle Red 

Wagonò food donations to area 

pantries such as The Woburn 

Council of Social Concern?  

 Please call  

Bruce Lauterwasser 

At 781-729-9087. 

(More about this on p. 5) 

The Dwelling Place, a Ministry of Food 

and Fellowship.  Come join us! 
     The Dwelling Place is a collaboration of area churches 

that prepares and serves meals for individuals and families in 

need.  Through this twenty-year old partnership, meals are 

provided on several nights each week at the Woburn Method-

ist Church.  Our FCC is responsible for the meal on the third 

Saturday of each month.  Volunteering at the Dwelling Place 

is fun, easy, and very rewarding.  It's a great opportunity to 

meet other FCC families and help people who need assis-

tance.  Typically, three church individuals and/or families 

will divide up the preparation of the meal, bring it to the 

church at 5:15 p.m., and then serve it together, finishing at 

about 6:30 p.m.   We will provide you well ahead of time 

with all the information that you need (including recipes).  

Sign up on the board in the Church lobby, or contact Sarah 

Gallop (seg@mit.edu or 781-729-2821) or Karen Roberts 

(kerob@comcast.net or 781-729-0518). 

 

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST 

to keep in mind when you are 

shopping for items to bring to 

The Little Red Wagon:. 

     The Woburn Council of So-

cial Concern says, ―Listed be-

low are some of the foods we 

are most in need of at this 

time.‖ 

Baked beans 

 canned lunch (Spaghettios) 

canned meat (stew, Spam, chili)   

cereal, jelly, juice,  

peanut butter, powdered milk; 

rice/rice mixtures, 

 soup, spaghetti,  

spaghetti sauce, and tuna. 

 

Needed: help for  

Meals on Wheels. 
 

Help is needed for lunch 

deliveries.  

 If you can volunteer on 

a Thursday, either your-

self or as part of a team, 

please contact 

 Carol Moriarty at   

781-729-8885 or 

Cc moriarty @aol.com 

for the details. 

SUMMER JOBS        
Want to be a summer preacher?  A 

summer musician?  Would you be able 

to help on Call to Care?  See page 5 for 

details on how easy it is to get involved 

in the above areas. 

    Interested in providing summer ser-

vice child care? See page 11. 


