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FAITHTALK SUMMER BIBLE STUDY  
9:00 to 9:40 AM Sunday Mornings in the Choir Room 

(No need to prepare anything in advance ï  

just come and join in the conversation) 

Then join us for our Summer Worship  

in Ripley Chapel at 9:45 AM 

Theme: Jesus the Teacher 
June 29 ï The Lordôs Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13  

July 6 ï The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20) 

July 13 ï The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant (Matt.18:21-35) 

July 20 ï The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

July 27 ï The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21) 

August 3 ï The Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24 

August 10 ï The Parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son (Luke 15:11-32) 

August 17 ï  Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14) 

August 24 ïThe Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30) 

August 31 ï The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-17 

June 1 

Dinner Dance, 5 pm 

 

First two weeks in Juneðdebut of 

the new Church Photo Directory (see 

information on p. 5) 

 

June 8 

Graduation Day 

 

June 14 

Jazz Band Concert 

 

June 15 

Church School Sunday 

Rite-13 Ceremony 

Ski retreat feedback requested  

(more on p. 10) 

 

June 22 

Ruth Group planning, after Worship 

 

June 29 

Faithtalk Summer Bible Study starts 

at 9 am in the Music Room 

Summer worship services start at 

9:45 am in Ripley Chapel 

New Commissions 

Officially  

Up and Running 
     The All-Church Commission 

meeting was held on Tuesday, 

May 6th, so the new commissions 

are officially up and run-

ning.  Once again, thank you to 

all those who are  beginning to 

serve on a commission;  to those 

who are continuing to serve on a 

commission; and  to those who 

are completing their service on a 

commission at this time.  We are 

still looking for a few people to 

sit on the Adult Education Com-

mittee.  If you are interested, 

please contact Sue Leathers 

(susanleathers@verizon.net) or 

Jan Koss (jankoss@comcast.net). 

Adult Education  
    The Adult Education Committee is 

developing a program for next year, 

and would welcome suggestions, re-

quests, ideas or concerns from mem-

bers of the congregation.  If you have 

ideas for adult education programs 

that should be considered, please 

send them along to  

paulrahmeier@comcast.net. 

Thanks for your help! 

mailto:susanleathers@verizon.net
mailto:jankoss@comcast.net


THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Marianne Motherway  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

Birth:  

Grandparents John and Susan  

Sawyer announce with great joy 

 the birth on April 19 of  

Andrew Amundson Scanlon, 

 son of Sydney Kathryn Sawyer 

and Michael Patrick Scanlon. 

Baptisms: 

Marcus William Rose,   

son of Lindsey and Marcus Rose,  

was baptized on May 11, 2008. 

Tyler Arthur Malcolm  

 was baptized on May 11, 2008. 

Tyler is the son of  

Sarah and Timothy Malcolm. 

Wedding: 

Jill Formicella and  

Bob Penna 

 were married on May 15, 2008. 

In Memoriam:  

With sorrow, we report the deaths 

of 

William T. Bird  

 on April 29, 2008, 

 and of 

David Votaw  

on May 8, 2008. 

Our hearts go out to their loved 

ones and all their friends. 
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From the Ministry Team ñ 
FCC Tradition of Care: 117 Years                               
  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are 

m y  d i s c i p l e s ,  i f  y o u  ha v e  l o v e  f o r  o n e  a n o th e r . 

           - John 13:34-35 

   Christian community is 

marked not only by its vital 

worship life but also by the 

remarkable care its members 

express for one another.  Our 

archives tell us that in 1891 a 

new committee of Church 

Visitors, five members ap-

pointed for a three-year term, 

was formed to assist the min-

ister.  Although the name 

changed, the Parish Visitors 

have continued this time hon-

ored tradition for the past 60 

years.  More recently, a num-

ber of  care-giving ministries 

such as Called to Care, the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, Car-

ing Network and the Flower Committee were created from the spiritual gifts of 

our members as further expressions of Christôs embodied love. Through visita-

tion, each ministry expands our churchôs reach and presence to its members dur-

ing times of life transitions, personal crisis and illness.   

   What are the fruits of Christian visitation?  They are opportunities for: 

  connection when isolation and loneliness are paramount,  

  h o p e w h e n  t h e r e  i s  d o u b t  a n d  f e a r ,   

  p romise tha t  we are  be loved  ch i l d ren o f  God ,  

  communion and grace for both visitors when joined in prayer.   

    Yesterday while on the Touchstones outing to view the Sand Mandala of Com-

passion at the Lincoln-Sudbury High School, I was struck by the dedication and 

skill of the Tibetan monks at work. The mandala in all of its splendor expressed 

the wisdom of the ages--that one important source of happiness flows from our 

concern for others.  Essential for spiritual health, tenderness and compassion not 

only bring their own warmth to us, but serve as antidotes for self-

absorption.  What enhanced this understanding for me was the stop at the Wo-

burn Nursing Home on the way to Sudbury in which two members presented a 

prayer shawl to a resident.  Like the mandala, the handmade gift offered on the 

churchôs behalf expressed deep-felt compassion.  All the gifts of visitation out-

l i n e d  a b o v e  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  e x c h a n g e .   

  As you read this letter, please join me in a moment of prayerful gratitude for the 

tradition of love and care that is ours... past, present and to come.   

                                           ,  

                                              In Christ,  

    Kathleen Zagata, Health Minister 

 

P.S.  Enjoy a safe, relaxing and health-filled summer break! 

 

The photo above was taken by Anne Hoenicke at a Touchstones outing on May 7.  

As a followup to the Touchstones Living Buddha, Living Christ series, members 

viewed the Sand Mandala of Compassion housed at the Lincoln-Sudbury High 

School.  The Sand Mandala was created by monks from Namgyai Monastery in 

Ithaca, NY. 

 

CALL FOR SUMMER 
MUSICIANS ! 

     Summer worship services begin this year on 

Sunday, June 29, 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel. 

(There is a Faith Talk bible study before 

Chapel service at 9:00 a.m.). I am looking for 

musicians to play the simple hymns (and any 

extra music!) during the services.  

     Voices, keyboards, guitars, any instru-

ments will do!  I have placed a sign-up sheet 

outside the Music Room, on the table, for sum-

mer musicians.  Please, please sign up if you are 

interested in providing music for the following 

Sundays (a few have already been taken!): 

     6/29, 7/6, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 8/24, 8/31 
    There are many Sundays available!!  Get 

ready, you will probably hear from me in  

person as well! 

     If you have any suggestions or questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact me either by  

e-mail:  jringfrank@comcast.net or by tele-

phone:  617.441.0701.  Thanks!!  

SUMMER PREACHERS 
SOUGHT!    Itôs never too early to begin 

planning for summer.  Our summer tradition is 

to worship in Ripley Chapel.  Worship begins at 

9:45 ï after the Faith Talk Bible Study.  It is 

shorter than the usual hour and is less formal.  

You are invited to come in comfortable clothes.   

The high point of this worship experience is that 

the sermon and the music are provided by lay 

people.  This makes worship an opportunity for 

church members to get to know each other better 

and to deepen our faith by hearing about the 

struggles and triumphs of those who share the 

pews throughout the rest of the year.    We al-

ready have a few preaching slots filled.  But 

there are still many open dates.  If you feel a call 

to share an informal sermon with your church 

family, call or talk with Judy and weôll find a 

date that works.   

RUTH GROUP PLANNING  
     Our annual planning meeting/brunch will 

take place right after the service on Sunday, June 

22nd, in the Tucker Room.  Any woman of our 

congregation whoôs interested in joining us to 

plan next yearôs book list is welcome.  If possi-

ble, please bring along a food item to share ï 

and of course, your book suggestions.  Itôs a 

casual affair, and typically we finish in about 

two hours.  Feel free to contact Karen Roberts 

(729-0518 or kerob@comcast.net) with ques-

tions, or to pass along book ideas if you canôt 

attend the meeting.   We hope you can join us! 

mailto:kerob@comcast.net


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Julianne Zimmerman, Head Deacon; Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page Joe Carter, Steve 
Haggett, Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, 
Chris Noble and Meg Shin  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier, Karen 

Roberts and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke, Terry 

Marotta and Thomie Tucci (co-chairs), 

MaryEllen Eagan,  Cindy Wankowicz and 

David Weir.  Library Committee: 

Marjorie Moore. The Education 

Commission facilitates and oversees 

religious education programs for people 

of all ages in the Church through three 

committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Tom Dunn, John Fiske, Jon Galli, 

Bob Lord, Barry McArdle, Andy 

McKinley, Paul Richardson. 

 

Personnel: Darlene Heikkinen, Lynne 

Rahmeier and Alex Rohall    

 The Facilities & Personnel Commission 

oversees all matters of personnel policy 

and of the care and control of the 

Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
Doug Clarke, David Dubard, Kevin 
Kuechler, Rich MacNeille, Peter 
Manning, Wendy Swanton, Nick Troisi,  
Carl Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 

Commission UPdates  

provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Laura Bryan, Carole 
Cooke,  Cathy Crabtree,  Kr is 
Montgomery, Cindy Mutterperl ,  Kathryn 
Scholl, Bob Shirley and Branda Wilhoite..                         
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), John 
Mutterperl   This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Heather Harris, 
Christin Manning, Barbara Rinn and 
Vicki Waterbury.  The Membership Life 
and Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach   John Crabtree, Robin 
Delurey,  Bruce Lauterwasser,  Diane 
Lord,  Maryann McCall-Taylor, Carol 
Moriarty and Melanie Zioze.  The 
Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.  Please submit to the office 

your request for mailings of 50 or more 

on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production and 

bookkeeping.  Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, M-F 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

JUNE 

June 1 
Gen 6:9-22; 7:24; 8:14-19; Ps 46 or 

 Deut 11;18-21, 26-28; Ps 31:1-5, 19-24;  Rom 

1:16-17; 3:22b-28; (29-31); 
 Matt 7:21-29      

 June 8 

Gen 12:1-9; Ps 33:1-12 or  Hos 5:15-6:6; Ps 50:7-
15; Rom 4:13-25; 

Matt 9:9-13, 18-26 

June 15 
Gen 18:1-15, (21:1-7); Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 or  Ex 

19:2-8a; Ps 100;  Rom 5:1-8; 

 Matt 9:35-10:8, (9-23) 

June 22 

Gen 21:8-21; Ps 86:1-10, 16-17 or  Jer 20:7-13; Ps 

69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18;  Rom 6:1b-11; 

 Matt 10:24-39 

                           June 29 

Gen 22:1-14; Ps 13 or 
 Jer 28:5-9; Ps 89:1-4, 15-18; 

 Rom 6:12-23; 

 Matt 10: 40-42 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

 

Offering of Letters 
     It only takes a few minutes to make a 

difference. Your letters to Congress will 

help create hope and opportunity for hun-

gry people in Africa and elsewhere. 

Come to Chidley Fireside after worship 

on June 8 and write a letter to urge our 

nation's decision-makers to provide more 

and better anti-poverty assistance to  

developing countries.  Stationery, 

stamps, and further information will be 

provided.  

The Little Red Wagon 
Needs Your  Help! 
    Food pantry needs are greater during 

the summer when children are home 

and not able to take advantage of 

school lunch programs.   If you will be 

away for the summer, consider making 

an extra contribution before you leave. 

The Little Red Wagon stands ready at 

the back of the church to accept your 

non-perishable food items. 

òAfter reading the Spire, 
I visited our local market to 
buy groceries for The Little Red 
Wagon.  I spent $20 for everything  
on the list.   

     You should do the same.   

      Today!ò 

ð-from Nancy and Bob Whitman 

(See the back cover for  a  food pantry 

wish list.) 

Church Photo Directory 
 

As we are writing this article for the Spire on May 6th, we 

actually donôt know when the Directories will be ready, 

but we are going to go out on a limb and say that we hope 

to have directories available for pickup the last week 

of May and the first two weeks of June. 
 

 

Stay tuned and look for updates in the bulletin, flyers on  

announcement boards, and messages via email -- all letting you know when and 

how to get your Church Photo Directory. 
 

If you have any questions or want an update, please contact any member of the Pictorial Directory Team: 

 

  Annmarie Galli: anngalli@comcast.net, 781-721-4557 

  Fred Greene: fdg@mit.edu, 781-729-4365 

  Anne Hoenicke: alhoenicke@yahoo.com, 781-721-0964 

  Margy McIndoe: robert.mcindoe@verizon.net, 781-721-2747 

  Keith Russell: aktrussell@earthlink.net, 781-729-5962 

 

 

A Note from the Treasurer: 
     Please remember that your con-

tinued pledge contributions through-

out the summer are deeply appreci-

ated.  Mail your checks to the Assis-

tant Treasurer at the church. 

 

Peter Van Aken 

 
Leaves from the Library 

   Oh, what is so rare as a day in June...for 

a little spring cleaning and returning to the 

church library any books which might have 

gotten buried earlier in the year!   Or, for 

browsing the church library stacks for 

summer reading: Kingsolver, Lahiri, Arm-

strong,  lots of books by women.   Spong, 

Gomes, Borg--lots of books by men. Fic-

tion as well as nonfiction,  travel books as 

well as Bible scholarship. Check out the  

books at coffee hour or borrow a key in the 

church office any time to peruse our entire 

collection. 

     

Flowers 
     If you would like to give some flow-

ers to beautify the church sanctuary, 

there are two dates in June when your 

flowers would be most welcome: June 

15 (Fathersô Day) and June 22 (the last 

Sanctuary worship service in June).  

There are openings in both the chancel 

and the narthex for flowers on both of 

those days. 

     Please call the church office, and the 

office manager will make the necessary 

arrangements, if you would like to give 

flowers on one of the above dates. 

http://us.f533.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=anngalli@comcast.net
http://us.f533.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=fdg@mit.edu
http://us.f533.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=alhoenicke@yahoo.com
http://us.f533.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=robert.mcindoe@verizon.net
http://us.f533.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=aktrussell@earthlink.net
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  
 ñIn exploring our centering points, we have been reminded that our spiritual development is a process, not     

    a product.   It is a journey, not a destination.  God is in all the stages of the journey.ò 

 

 Our centering point for June reminds us that in our spiritual lives, we are involved in a continual process of 

turning and returning to God who redirects and re-orders our lives and prioritiesðand that together we have joy in 

our lives in community because we are learning to trust Godôs loving embrace through shadows and light, through 

all the seasons of our lives, no matter what they may bring to us. As we move through the season of Pentecost, the 

long, ñgrowing seasonò of the church year, we remember Pentecost as an experience in which each group of listen-

ers from different cultures could hear the message in his or her native language:  one gospel, but many different idi-

oms and versions of the ñgood news.ò  We are also revealing mirrors to each other as we grow to be a community in 

which each of us is a revelation of the Holy Spirit dwelling within.  

 ñI will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.ò  One of the signs that convinced the first Christians 

that they were experiencing a foretaste of the outpouring of Godôs Spirit, the long- awaited hope for humankind, 

was that each generation seemed to come into its own in the community.  Vision and authority werenôt the preroga-

tives of one age group.  The very young and the very old, and women and men whose social standing was intended 

to make sure they were óseen but not heard,ô were suddenly recognized as having powerful gifts, aspirations and 

challenges to offer the whole community.  Are we learning to do this more and more as we listen to each other, 

hearing our hopes and dreams as well as our concerns and cares?   

 One of the exciting ideas coming from our Holy Conversations experience and the exploration in these past 

six months of our centering points is that we are being called to be a community more than an institution.  It is al-

most miraculous when a community can live the shared experience of intergenerational authority.  It isnôt an easy 

practice to incarnate this extraordinary gift of spiritual community in which each generation is cherished, heard, and 

valued for its particular spiritual gifts and graces, and each person is seen as one who carries the Spirit of God 

within her or him.  

 In exploring our centering points, we have been reminded that our spiritual development is a process, not a 

product.  It is a journey, not a destination.  God is in all the stages of the journey.  There is beauty and there is truth 

in all stages.  Children know things adults donôt.  The enchantment of childhood must not be always superseded by 

the scheduled, reality-tested adult life or we will lose what is important about the way God is being revealed to us at 

every stage of our lives.  We need to make sure that the good news can address in turn the issues typical of children, 

teenagers, young adults, the middle aged, and the elderly.  In June we have such an opportunity at First Church as 

we experience transitions of the school year ending and children moving on to new classes, graduations and the 

blessing of those going on in their lives, and the celebration of church school Sunday and the gifts of our children 

and young people.    

 Sometimes we begin to see that throughout the whole of our lives we deal with the fundamental needs that 

are most apparent in the lives of young children.  And in middle age we have to reencounter the dreams we had in 

youth.  In growing up we may suppress our early ideals, and compromise with life.  Later these ideals return; the 

clouds roll away, and we find ourselves aware that the guiding stars we thought we had to ignore back then are shin-

ing down again.  This is part of the ñre-awakeningò to ourselves that is a continual part of our spiritual life, if we 

take it seriously.  In our centering points, we speak of a continual process of re-awaking to our true selves as a part 

of our call to be a renewed church and Christian community.   

 We need to hear the gospel in various idioms suited to different generational needs.  Isnôt it common for 

adults to be deeply moved by a service for children or a confirmation or graduation experience of teenagers?  Or 

often a young person is stimulated and stretched by some teaching that a naïve person would suppose to be way 

over her or his head.  Is it any wonder that the New Testament gives such emphasis on the Spirit as giverðnot of 

flashy charismatic giftsðbut of complementarities and mutuality, training us not merely to accept but to honor and 

rejoice in the interdependence on each other for fullness of life?   

 In the words of John Winthrop, the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, may we be a commu-

nity that learns how to ñdelight in each other, make othersô conditions our own.  Laugh together,  cry together, al-

ways having before our eyes our community, as members of the same body.ò  It is a tall order, yet one that inspires 

us to learn to care for one another and love one another in all stages and conditions of life, as Christ first loves us.    

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 
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The CENTERING POINT for June 
Join your Ministry Team and the Congregation  

in considering together 

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGSé. 
We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé,  

We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We trust in the power of the Holy Spirité 
é to redirect and re-order our lives in a continual process of turning and returning to God. 

    and we rejoice togetheré 

éthat God alone is becoming the wellspring of our lives and that, day by day, we are learning to trust Godôs 

loving embrace. 

éthe fruit the Spirit produces is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  

generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. 

-- Galations 5:22,23 

God does not demand that I be successful. God demands that I be faithful.  

When facing God, results are not important. Faithfulness is what is important.  

ð Mother Teresa 

     There is a simple Church School chorus, written in 1874 by Philip Bliss.  It was one of my [Carolôs] favorites grow-

ing up in a little white mission Sunday School in my neighborhood, being òlovedò into the Kingdom of God by my 

grandmother and my aunts, who were also my Sunday School teachers.  We sang it each Sunday before we read our 

Bible story: 

   Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life, 

   Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life; 

   Words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. 

   Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 

   Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

     What are YOUR ñwonderful words of lifeò?  Where do they come from?  What do they tell you ï about yourself?  

About God?  About your life?  About your faith? 

Copies of the Centering Point Reflection for June, plus other readings and resources for the month,  

are on the table outside the church office and in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

 

Quick Update from the Capital Campaign Planning Committee 
     We are humming along!  Having developed a master plan based on our collective vision, our architects are now hard 

at work developing detailed drawings and gathering cost estimates.  We hope to have that information by the end of May 

to incorporate into a proposal that will be presented to the congregation, first through feasibility interviews with a cross-

section of our membership in early September, and then after some fine-tuning, a congregational vote will be taken in 

October.  If we vote to proceed with the campaign, we anticipate that the active fund-raising phase will take place begin-

ning in January.  By April, we hope to celebrate our success and to begin phased improvements.  

     So far, this has been a wonderful experience in community-building and listening together for Godôs call.  Thank you 

for your prayers and participation. 

 

     Yours in Christ, 

     The Capital Campaign Planning Committee 

 Jena Roy, Paul Rahmeier, Kris Montgomery, Chris Noble, Nick Wankowicz, Dierdre Giblin, Penny Sparrow,     

 Linda Alexander, Bruce Alexander 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Rite 13 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Grade 7 and up 

 YOUTH MISSION TRIP A SMASH HIT!  
 The Spring Youth Mission trip went to Staten Island ï quite a change from 

last year (Puerto Rico) ï although there was definitely a feeling of being away.  De-

spite its proximity to the wealth of Manhattan, Staten Island faces many economic 

challenges.  We were able to see these challenges directly in our work with Project 

Hospitality.  Project Hospitality is a faith -ased organization that began when mem-

bers of a Staten Island church realized they saw the same homeless people sleeping on 

the ferry every day.  Growing from the effort of church members who brought extra 

sandwiches for their homeless fellow travelers, Project Hospitality now has an ex-

tremely busy food pantry, a couple of daily meal centers, several transitional housing 

settings and a vast number of services available to residents of Staten Island.  As well 

as working in these settings (see pictures below), we also shared meals with and heard 

the stories of people who have been homeless as well as those who are living with 

HIV/AIDS.   

 We didnôt work all the time: on Thursday night we went to Manhattan to see 

Spamalot and  we spent Friday as tourists on Manhattan.  We had a great group of 

kids but we wouldnôt have had any trip at all if it hadnôt been for Barry McArdle, 

Sally Hawksworth and Alicia Weir, who chaperoned them; nor without the financial 

and spiritual support of the congregation.  THANK YOU ALL. 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Nick Gallop, Greg Johnston, Charlotte Page, Steve Lauterwasser and Alexa Rinn.  Top right, Char-
lotte Page,, Karen Donovan and Steve Lauterwasser.  Lower right, Charlotte Page and Nick Hawksworth. 

Lower left: Nick Gallop, Brian McArdle and Greg 

Johnston at Project Hospitality.. 

GRADUATING SENIORS  
     June 8th is graduation day this year.  On that day, many youth closely connected to this 

church will graduate.  The range of colleges and universities they will be gracing with their 

many gifts is a broad one.  Those graduating are Alex Ogier, Alex Wankowicz, Brittany Mills, 

John Delurey, Karen Donovan, Steve Lauterwasser, Danielle Trakimas, Meghan Malia, Brian 

McArdle, Alexa Rinn, Charlotte Page, Cam McPherson, Becky Bratt, Ben Flavin and Shane 

Connolly.  Congratulations go to each and every one of them and to the institutions 

that will welcome them in the Fall. 

 ANOTHER RITE -13 

CEREMONY  

 JUNE 15 
 During Church School Sunday 

Worship, another group of 13-year-olds 

will recognize this important birthday 

milestone.   The Rite-13 ceremony is a 

cornerstone of the Journey to Adulthood 

program and is a wonderful way to ac-

knowledge the changes that are happening 

in a teenager.  In our culture, the line 

which separates childhood from adulthood 

is a blurry one.  We often relinquish the 

signs of emerging adulthood to the state 

(driverôs licenses, e.g.), the media (movie 

ratings) or the mall (certain pieces of cloth-

ing).  The Rite-13 liturgy is designed to 

acknowledge and welcome the teenagerôs 

journey into adulthood in the context of 

worship.  A key message contained in that 

ceremony is that womanhood and man-

hood are free gifts of God.  They cannot be 

earned ï unlike adulthood which must be 

earned.  

 This sacred and public ritual seeks 

to communicate to the youth that theirs is a 

journey others have taken before them; that 

their challenges have been met by others 

and overcome and that we in church accept 

and encourage them in this stage of 

life.  Both parents and the congregation 

indicate their support during the liturgy.   


