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CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY
IS JUNE 11l

This year featuring all classes from three-year-olds through
sixth grade in a musical retelling of a favorite biblical story --
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Such rousing musical numbers as
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0The Bad Weather B

Join us for worship Sunday, June 11 at 10:00 am

as we worship and pray, celebrate and sing together.
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Thank You

for Your Faithful Response:
The 2006 Budget Gap
Has Been Resolved.
Longer-Term Issues Remain
to Be Addressed

The Council on Ministries is pleased to
report that the congregation has stepped up
with incregsed plekes fillthe projected
006 bildked” defit of Qproximately
$15,000. We celebrate this prompt and
generous response. While we’ve fully

opr 2006 budget, unfortunately this

fundfzﬁ
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in Outreach giving and vital programs such
as Christian Education. The Council re-
mains committed to proactively addressing
longer-term trends in giving and expenses
in order to maintain the financial well-
peidy of our church, which in turn serves
our church’s vision.
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Fai tz‘?js is aztime of hopeful expectation for

faith community. We seek your active
Lpaéic'gat’ionén the promise of our shared
future.
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b First Congregational Church of
Winchester is a Christian Family
encouraging spiritual growth
through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

PASSAGES
Marriage
Michelle Holmes and
Jon Edward O’Donnell
Were married at First Congregational
Church on Saturday, May 6, 2006.

Baptisms
The following children were baptized in

the sanctuary on April 30, 2006:
SAMUEL MASON CARPINI

Child of David and Kate Carpini

JALIANA CONLEY
Child of Edward and Venessa Conley
KELSEY ROSE STROUT
Child of Tyler and Nicole Strout
PHOENIX ROBERT WHITING
Child of Robert and Debra Whiting

In Memoriam
With sorrow, we report the deaths of
Katherine Boutwell Hood

Ruth Merwin,
The mother of Sheila Marian

Our sympathy goes to all their loved ones
in this time of grief.

An Open and Affirming Congregation
The Congregation, Ministers to the World

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education
Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness

[
| THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist

i
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor |
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Morning Walks
Glorious sunrise
Conversation ebbs and flows

Friendships formed, renewed

Anne Hoenicke

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday
mornings with the Walking Group.
Meet at the church, ready to go at
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, we
walk during all seasons. All are
welcome! Dogs too.

H We hold in love and prayer
« the many people within our
» congregation, families, and

U% community who are

| . .
undergoing medical
treatments, facing

with them, as well as their
families, friends and
caregivers during these
difficult times. y

|
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0 Ripley Chapel is open %
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who seek

a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if you
would like to be visited or
to receive other support
from the church. We share
your joys and concerns
and would like to help.
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in
person.

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to home-bound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry
office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding month (i.e., the
deadline for the December Spire is
November 15). Submissions may be
made to the Spire mailbox in the
Church office or via e-mail to
reddingmed@aol.com.
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Pastoral Team Letter

During the tenure of Howard Chidley as our Pastor, a movie theatre opened on Main Street, between the Sunoco Station and Stop
and Shop in the spot where the Winchester Savings Bank now sits. It is my understanding that this change in our town “culture”
was less than universally embraced. . In fact as it was reported to me, Dr. Chidley was at the forefront of resistance and disdain. He
and other religious voices saw this as a direct assault on the “faith and values” of this community. As the theatre opened, Howard is
reported to have proclaimed to any who would listen, “A movie theatre in Winchester will never succeed.” The fact that a bank now
operates in that location perhaps declares his voice to have been prophetic! (Although perhaps this should be mitigated by the pres-
ence of the video store just 200 yards across the street.)

While part of me wants to chuckle at the strength of their resistance to a cinema (I do not think movies are an assault on our moral
integrity), part of me also recognizes that that moment represents the first of many changes in the prevailing culture that is challeng-
ing and transforming what “church” and “Christian experience” need to be today.

The opening of the cinema would be followed by the demise of one “blue law” after another (culminating in just the last couple of
years by the inception of Sunday liquor sales.) Beyond shopping and commerce, recreation (especially organized youth sports) has
challenged worship as the primary way people spend their Sunday mornings — hockey, soccer, Pop Warner, and little league practice
and games — do not see worship and “Sabbath” as something worthy of respect. Christmas carols and créches are no longer
performed in or placed on “town” property.

Scholars speak of this time in which we live as the “Post-Christian era.” By this they do not mean that Christian faith and practice
are unimportant or unhelpful. (Indeed quite the opposite.) What they mean is that churches can no longer depend on the culture
around us to preserve, protect, or support what we hold sacred as people of faith.

This represents a sea change. For at least the last 1500 years, since Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire,
the surrounding “culture” of western Europe (and subsequently the USA) has been a majority Christian culture. Churches could
assume that our values and practices were the values and practices of the culture and that people coming to church did not need to
study about, live as, or overtly decide to be Christian. It could be assumed simply by living in this culture. This is no longer the
case!!! To borrow from Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, “We’re not in Kansas anymore, Toto.”

I share this with you because I think it is an underlying truth that lends credence as well as urgency to the recommendations so
thoughtfully made by the Holy Conversations group in their final report. The world into which we are moving must, of necessity,
become less institutional, less passive, less marginal. If we are to find the strength of character and faith to weather the storms of
our increasingly secular culture, we must become intentional about how we do so. We need to commit ourselves (individually and
corporately) to learning our story, living our values, and cherishing the truths we hold as sacred.

As the Holy Conversation report says so beautifully: In living out this beautiful, inspiring, and admittedly, enormously challenging
vision, we see five verbs of our Christian faith as the keys to incarnating the vision: share, learn, pray, worship and serve. These
verbs represent both the doing and the being of our faith, across all of our many perspectives and experiences.

We don't need to live into this vision for God's benefit; we need to live into it for our own spiritual well-being.

By sharing, learning, praying, worshipping and serving together, we follow Christ's example. We allow God to create in us larger,
more meaningful, and more vital lives, so that we are able to achieve greater value and impact in the world. We believe this is both
the promise we have been granted as individual Christians, and the future of our life together as a church.

Yours in faith,

Skip

Leaves from the Library

With summer on its way, please think about summer reading.

Our library has a great variety of books available for summer loan - books by Buechner, Wangerin, Armstrong, Spong, Diamant,
Wallis, Karon. Books on health care, parenting, church history, Scripture, contemporary society, diversity issues, environmental
issues, world hunger - modern life or the life of Christ - the Gospel of Judas or the Gospel of Mary of Magdala. Yes, we even own
The Da Vinci Code.

Only READ SOMETHING (says your friendly church librarian) (and then please be sure to return your finished book!)
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l COMMISSION UPDATES ]

It takes many people with diverse
experience, skills and interests and a great
deal of commitment to support the
ministries and programs of our Church.

Officers

Moderator David Mortensen

Clerk Sheila Marian

Treasurer Peter Van Aken

Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner

Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli

Historian Bob Stone

Librarian Marjorie Moore

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care
Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee
Roberts, Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier,
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne
Zimmerman The Diaconate assists the
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the
Church and provides active administrative
leadership.

Christian Education

Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble
(chair), Jim Donovan, Robert McIndoe,
Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury.
Children/Youth: Linda Fontana and
Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen
Crawford, Debra Damren, Tony
McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy
Wankowicz.

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The
Education Commission facilitates and
oversees religious education programs for
people of all ages in the Church through
three committees. The Adult Education
Committee, the Children/Youth Education
Committee and the Library Committee

Facilities & Personnel
Meg Shin (chair), Bruce Alexander, Tim
Bryan, Joe Harris, Cindy Mutterperl,
John Mutterperl, David Peretti, Paul
Richardson. The Facilities & Personnel
Commission oversees all matters of
personnel policy and of the care and
control of the

Financial Resources

David Dubard, Brian Koss, Kevin
Kuechler, Elizabeth Lamb, Walter Ogier,
Carl Turissini. This Commission oversees
programs to rovide financial support of
and donations to the church, and arranges
for management of
endowment and other funds.

Chu

Health Ministry

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carole
Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin,
Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosenberger,
Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda
Wilhoite. The Health Ministry
Commission encourages members to
enhance their faith by living the
connection between wellness and
spirituality, both personally and in
ministry to others. Educational offerings
and healthy life style events are offered
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in
mind.

Leadership Development

Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan
Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash,
Jordan Shin This Commission plans and
implements programs to enhance the
leadership skills of persons active in the
church, and seeks
and interests with the various needs of the
Church organization.

Membership Life & Development

Paul Rahmeier and Carol Weir (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Suzanne Kahl,
Marsha Lamson, Louise Trakimas,
Betsy Wall, Vicki Waterbury, Janice

Wilson. The Membership Life and
Development  Commission  develops
programs to increase Church

membership and to strengthen the life
of the Church.

Outreach

Linda Alexander, Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey, Beth Bernhardt,
Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey,
Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill
McCarter. The Outreach Commission
promotes opportunities for outreach
ministries and giving by all persons
associated with the Church and oversees
the outreach programs and mission giving
of the church.
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For your reflection

Recommended lectionary readings for
JUNE

4: Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14; Ps

104:24-34, 35b

Rom 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

11: Isa 6:1-8; Ps 29

Rom 8:12-17

John 3:1-17

18: 1Sam 15:34-16:13; Ps 20 or Ezek

17:17-22-24; Ps 92:1-4, 12-15

2 Cor 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17

Mark 4:26-34

25:1Sam 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49;

Ps 9:9-20 or 1 Sam 17:57-18:5, 10-16;

Ps 133 or

Job 38: 1-11; Ps 107:1-3,

23-32 \ )‘ \
t 2Confid-13c h peo| N

Mark 4:35-41

To: All Boards & Commissions

From: The Church Office

Re: Publications and Mailings

In order to efficiently process materials
submitted to the church office, we request
your attention to the following important
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

The Spire the 15th, monthly

Bulk Mailings  processed Mon-Wed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before

mailing or publication
We appreciate your cooperation. We aim
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or
assistance, please call 729-9180.

From the Church Office:

. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. :
: Please note that due to reduced office
. hours, more advanced planning :
Eregarding mailings and other projects
. requiring office assistance will be :
- necessary. .

- Please submit to the office your request -
: for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays,
- Tuesdays or Wednesdays. This will -
: leave Thursdays and Fridays free for :
. bulletin production and bookkeeping. :
* Thank you for your cooperation! :
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Our Churchos

ossible by you 1 the members of our

R e aC hurch of all ages -who give generously of
your time and other resources to reach out

to people in need. Each month, the Out-

I reach Commission highlights some of the

u . people and organizations that we support
through our outreach giving, as well as
current service opportunities for you and

your family.

OQutreach

Successful Offering of Letters Helps
in Fight against Global Hunger

In worship on May 7™, the Outreach Commission presented
the congregation with a challenge to take an action that
would help cut global hunger and poverty in half by 2015.
The action: to write one brief, handwritten letter.

Why a letter? To urge our elected leaders to fulfill our coun-
try’s promises to the world’s hungry people. The United
States has joined other nations in a commitment to cut global
hunger and poverty in half by 2015. The commitment is a set
of eight international development goals called the United
Nations Millennium Goals — specific, achievable targets in
the areas of hunger, poverty, illiteracy, and health. The
promise was made to increase funding for these goals and
Congress has appropriated some money. But that is for all
development. To reach the goal of cutting hunger in half by
2015, the international community — including the United
States — must significantly increase poverty-focused devel-
opment assistance to Africa and other poor parts of the
world.

The congregation answered the Outreach Commission’s
challenge in a big way. Chidley Fireside was bubbling with
enthusiasm and activity as everyone wrote letters. Adults
grabbed coffee and took pens in hand, working to recall their
handwriting skills from the days before email and Microsoft
Word. Younger kids wrote “Please feed the hungry” on pa-
per plates. Older kids wrote paragraphs. Some people wrote
two or even three letters.

The result was that during one hour’s time, over 100 letters
were written.

During worship on the following Sunday, the confirmands
brought the letters forward as part of our church’s offering.
Our Offering of Letters will be sent to Washington, DC,
joining thousands of letters from people across the nation.

The Outreach Commission thanks everyone who added to
the Offering and helped prove the power of One:

One handwritten letter.

One Spirit moving amongst many people.

One will.

Zero poverty.

Miin i £bod fol Ouf"Neiyhbors

Thank you all for your generous support of our Easter Offer-
ing! Your contributions of $4,471 for Bread of Life will help
stock food pantries and provide meals, outreach and clothing to
hungry, homeless and needy persons in our north Boston
area. A number of our youth and adults participated in the
Walk for Hunger on May 7, providing further aid to our local
soup kitchens, and our Offering of Letters on that date resulted
in an outstanding response of letters urging legislative relief
from global hunger. Thank you for caring.

A Special Mothers' Day

Thank you to everyone who generously contributed the toilet-
ries, fun items and baby monitors for the mothers at the New
Day Women's Residence in Somerville, where pregnant and
parenting women are in recovery for substance abuse. Mem-
bers of the Outreach Commission packaged up the goodies into
13 colorful bags, and six-year-old Paul Kuechler colored
"Happy Mothers' Day" notes that went into each bag. When
we delivered the goodie bags to New Day, Counselor Evelyn
was very happy to receive them, saying that the Moms there
would feel special. Thanks for making that possible.

A friendly reminder from the Treasurer

As we enter the summer, the church expenses keep right on
going, but sometimes the pledges "take the summer off". It
would be much appreciated if the church family just kept those
pledge checks coming all summer long.

A SPECIAL NOTE FOR PARENTS

Full rehearsal for “Don’t Rock the Ark” will be Sunday, June
4, immediately after the service in the sanctuary.

Costuming and make-up at 9:00 am on June 11 in the Tucker
Room

The Ruth Group planning meeting
and potluck brunch is tentatively scheduled for June 25 in the
Tucker Room, after the first summer chapel service. Please
watch the Bulletins in June or call Karen Roberts (781-729-
0518) for more information. This is a great time to get in-
volved and to suggest readings for next year. All women of the
church are welcome.

June 2006
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MUSIC NEWS!

"Artis not an end in itself. It introduces the soul into a higher spiritual order, which it expresses and in
some cases explains. Music and art and poetry attune the soul to God because they induce a kind of contac

with the Creator.”
Monk and poet, Thomas Merton [1915- 1968]

It has been a wonderful and rich year at First Congregational Church. Thanks to Skip Waterbury and a re-
markable ministerial staff for collegial support and shared wisdom.

Special thanks to so many of you who have participated in the life of the Church’s music program: Dr. Robert
White and his mighty Carilloneers, Cynthia Wankowicz and the Junior Choir, Pam McPherson and the Cherub
Choir.

I congratulate the Senior Choir for their very hard work this year. While I honor their commitment to Cantata
Sunday and J.S. Bach’s Jesu, meine Freude, 1 also thank them for the addition of the Fauré Requiem in the

Fall. It is a privilege to work with this talented and caring group of people each week. I am very blessed.

Special thanks to our talented staff of musicians: Jeffrey Mead, Susan K. Navien, and Peter Owens. It is a
pleasure to work with each one of you, and I thank you for sharing your gifts and talents.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

CALL FOR SUMMER MUSICIANS!

Summer worship services begin on Sunday, June 25, 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel. | am looking for musicians
to play the simple hymns (and any extra music!) during the servicé&eyboards, guitars, any instru-
ments will do! I have placed a sign-up sheet outside the Music Room, on the table, for summer musicians.
Please, please sign up if you are interested in providing music for the services, June 25 - September 3! There
are 11 Sundays available!! Get ready, you will probably hear from me in person as well!

If you have any suggestions, questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me either by e-mail:
jringfrank@comcast.nebr by telephone: 617.441.0701. Thanks!!

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Potluck Dinners Continue:

Join Us on June 8! SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH, 11TH HOUR

Meet at 6:15 in Chidley Hall on the second Thursday
of the month for food and fellowship. All members On Sunday, June 4th, during Eleventh Hour, there will be
and friends are welcome. Food offerings may be a service of rededication of First Church’s Belgian painting

store-bought or homemade. Simple is great! We and a service of  remembrance of the members of our
look forward to seeing YOU on June 8 church who served in the Second World War.

“A story not told is forgotten.”

. Come and learn the story behind the  Belgian painting
Call Meg Shin (7_81_538_51 15) or Jena Roy (781-729 which has been restored and recently relocated to the
-2520) with questions. Palmer Room.
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Sundays

Prime Time THE PUBLIC VOICE PROJECT
(donuts &

thought for the day)

O 9:15 - 9:45 a.m. The Public Voice Project, , a ministry of City Mission Society, visited us on May 7th,

. speaking to a group of about 40 adults and youth. Three men — Shea, Jamal, and Andre
Confirmation — shared their experiences of incarceration and the life that led them there. Perhaps

7th Grade 5:30-6:15 pm more importantly, they shared the things that have led them beyond there. Their stories

8th Grade 6:30-7:15 pm were both cautionary and inspiring. Andre Norman, the coordinator of the program,

shared an amazing journey of faith, which will continue as he serves as a mentor to Nel-

Forum son Mandela’s grandson this summer at the United Nations.

9th-12th Grades
7:30-8:30 p.m. All three men were open and candid in inviting questions and giving answers. For

many of us, it felt like a glimpse into a world we know little about. And, finding there,
people who are more like us than they are different. Informal discussion and refresh-

Tuesdays ments followed the presentation.
D&D You may remember the Public Voice Project from our 2005 Easter Offering. They
.2330 -4:00 p.m. were the recipient. Their visit to us was co-sponsored by the Adult Education Commis-
in the Forum Room sion and the Outreach Commission.

ELEVEN YOUNG PEOPLE CONFIRMED CALLING ALL YOUTH

, ‘ FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 18
On Sunday, May 21, eleven young people affirmed their baptismal vows All church youth (7th grade through 12th grade) are
and joined our faith community. Confirmation is a two-year program be-

ginning in 7th grade. (See The Journey to Adulthood article to learn about
changes to the program.) Matt Marotta, Emily Schneider, Peter Manning,
Lia Wickerham, Liza Pine, Drew McPherson, Scott Parkhill, Emma Troisi,
Eric Simpson, Casey Leathers and Doug Carney spent last year focusing on
the nuts and bolts of Christian Faith — the Bible, Church History, our de-
nomination and our church. This year they focused more on their own
faith. Each confirmand wrote his/her own Statement of Faith at the end of
the program. Copies of these are available in the church lobby. Please take
a moment to read them. The Deacons joined the kids in spending time this
year serving others — at the Dwelling Place, the Mission of Deeds and ona | .co o be at the sleepover to participate in worship
church work day.  You may have seen the confirmands also helping at  pyyp you do have to participate in worship to be at the
worship this spring. The May 21 celebration began with a breakfast for the sleepover. GET IT? During the sleepover, we will
conﬁrmaqu, thelr.famllles an.d the deacons. Thelr faith decision was sol- practice the service. Food and fun will figure in the
emnized in worship that day; and shared with everyone at coffee hour evening as well. The theme for this year is Fear and

invited to participate in Youth Sunday. Participation
involves being part of the worship service on Sunday
June 18th. There are many ways you can participate,
from delivering a brief sermon, to reading scripture,
leading prayers or helping to collect the offer-
ing. There are plenty of roles to go around. Being
involved does not have to include standing up in front
of everyone and talking; so don’t hold back if that is a
fear. As is traditionally the case, Youth Sunday be-
gins with a sleepover the night before. You do not

where a cake was offered in their honor They are a great group of kids—  p..0 7~ subject we can all use inspiration
we are lucky to have them. Let’s keep them involved! about. Speak to Judy if you want to participate.
Know when to fold them... “The homeless were a lot like me, they could have been anybody.” With those simple words, T

started a conversation with Robin Donovan, one of the youth members of our Church who went to Washington to work with the homeless. “The
youth group at the Church goes on a mission trip every year. I thought that I would go home, remember what I had learned and just leave it at
that.” She didn’t.

To occupy her time on the train ride down, Robin brought origami paper and started folding paper cranes. “I thought of giving them to
the homeless people that we were dealing with,” she said. Later she had a better idea, “What if I sold them to make money to give to various food
pantries and homeless shelters?”

So the project to fold and sell 1,000 paper cranes for the homeless was started. She thinks she has folded over 1,000 of them so far, but
is not really sure. “People from Church have donated paper and I have had some help from friends” she says as she folds. She plans to keep on
folding until Youth Sunday. Every crane purchased is gently placed in a plastic bag with a thank-you note and a list of the organizations that will
benefit from her efforts. So far she has made over $200. That is quite an accomplishment when you consider that she has raised this money sell-
ing her handmade cranes for 25 cents to $3.00.

As she folds, Robin can tell you of the people she met and the experiences she had while working with the homeless. She can spout facts
and figures about homelessness in our area or the nation’s capital. For a quiet young lady, she speaks volumes. As I closed my conversation with
Robin she didn’t want me to go away telling people to come buy her cranes. She wanted me to know that “just because people are homeless does-
n’t mean they are different, just in a different situation.”

Next time you are in Chidley Hall make sure you have a quarter in your pocket and go visit with Robin. It’s the best “feel good” experi-
ence a quarter can buy 0 Nick Wankowicz
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT

This year, June 4 marks Pentecost Sunday. It is a time in which we
wear red to symbolize the coming of the spirit as tongues of flame to all peo-
ple gathered at the temple in Jerusalem that day so long ago. Pentecost is a
revealing mirror. The miracle of that day was that each group of listeners
from different cultures could hear the message in her or his native language:
one gospel, but many different idioms and versions of the “good news.”

“I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams.” One of the signs that convinced the first Christians
that they were experiencing a foretaste of the outpouring of god’s Spirit, the
long awaited hope for humankind, was that each generation seemed to come
into its own in the whole of the community. Vision and authority weren’t the
prerogatives of one age group or individual. The very young and the very
old, and women and men whose social standing was intended to make sure
they were ‘seen but not heard’, were suddenly recognized as having powerful
gifts, aspirations, and challenges to offer the whole community.

One of the exciting ideas coming from our Holy Conversations ex-
perience and brought forth in its summary is that we are being called to be a
community more than just an institution. It is almost miraculous when a
community can live the shared experience of intergenerational authority. It
isn’t an easy practice to incarnate this extraordinary gift of spiritual commu-
nity in which each generation is cherished, heard, and valued for its particular
spiritual gifts and graces, and each person is seen as one who carries the
Spirit of God within her or him.

One test for the maturity of a Christian congregation is its eagerness
to focus in turn on each of the generational groups that make up the whole.
We will want to make sure that the good news can address in turn the issues
typical of children, teenagers, young adults, the middle aged, and the elderly.

Sometimes we begin to see that throughout the whole of our lives
we deal with the fundamental needs that are most apparent in the lives of
young children. And in middle age we have to reencounter the dreams we
had in youth. In growing up we often suppress our early ideals, and compro-
mise with life. Later they return; the clouds roll away, and we find ourselves
aware that the guiding stars we thought we had to ignore back then are shin-
ing down again. This is part of the “re-awakening” to ourselves that is a con-
tinual part of our spiritual life, if we take it seriously. In our Holy Conversa-
tions, we speak of “re-awakening to our true selves” as part of our call to a
renewed church and community.

We all need to hear the gospel in various idioms suited to different
generational and personal needs. Isn’t it common for adults to be deeply
moved by a service for children, or a confirmation experience of teenagers?
Or often a young person is stimulated and stretched by some teaching that a
naive person would suppose to be way over her or his head. Is it any wonder
that the New Testament gives such emphasis on the Spirit as the giver — not
of flashy “charismatic” gifts — but of complementarity and mutuality, training
us not merely to accept but to revel in dependence on each other for fullness
of life? In the words of John Winthrop, the first governor of the Massachu-
setts Bay Colony, may we be a community that learns how to “delight in each
other, make other’s conditions our own. Laugh together, cry together, always
having before our eyes our community, as members of the same body.” It is
a tall order, yet one that inspires us to learn to care for one another and love
one another, no matter what age or gender, race or ethnicity, ability or status,
as Christ first loves us.

--Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate

Sixth Grade Hosts Fun-Filled Lunch
with Adult Church Friends

Sixth grade is an important transitional year, as the
children grow out of Church School and begin to
think more about what faith has to do with life, as
well as what it means to be part of a church com-
munity. This thoughtful, energetic and close-knit
group of young people has had a wonderful year
full of discussions and activities geared toward
engaging with these questions.

One of the things the kids commented on early this
year was the friendliness and interest that adults in
the church regularly show them. The kids said that
it was nice, but they felt a bit awkward because
they didn’t know many of the adults well. The
teachers explained that the congregation makes a
promise when children are baptized in the church,
as well as for others who come into the fold of our
church family over time, to care for them and their
families, and to help nurture them in our shared
Christian faith.

Now that our sixth graders are growing up, they
are increasingly interested in connecting with oth-
ers as individuals, not just as the children of their
parents. With that in mind, the class invited a
number of “adult friends” to join them for lunch
and conversation on April 30 after the service.
(We regret that we couldn’t invite EVERYONE;
we needed to keep the numbers limited to balance
the group.) Conversation at all the tables was very
lively, ranging among topics such as “What did
you want to be when you were a 6™ grader?”,
“favorite church memories”, ‘“share something
unique about you”, and “find something that eve-
ryone at the table has in common”. The kids’ fa-
vorite piece of advice: “Don’t grow up to be a
Myrtle”. If you want to know what that means,
you’ll have to ask Isabel Hart!

Our community is a wonderful gift that keeps on
giving. Let’s continue to make the most of it.

Some Dates to Save
June 4: Rededication of Belgian Painting

June 11: Church School Sunday and
Dondét Rock the
All-Church Picnic
Mother-Daughter event

June 18: Youth Sunday

June 25: Mission Trip to New Orleans begins
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CHURCH SCHOOL
NEWS

CHURCH SCHOOL
SUNDAY IS JUNE 11

xx All classes are busy rehearsing their
< parts for this year’s musical, “Don’t
Rock the Ark.” Don’t miss it!!

oog003308308008003008508508003508x
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xx SECOND GRADE PARENTS
<% Please return your “Bible letter” as %
soon as possible, indicating how you
<% would like your child’s name im- &
<x printed on his or her Bible for the Xx
< fall. If your child is in the Second X
Grade Class and you haven’t re-
xXx ceived a Bible letter, please call us. <x
< We don’t want to inadvertently leave <*
anyone out. Any older children
% (beyond Third Grade) who have .
xx not yet received a gift Bible from <x
the church should notify the office
or talk to Carol Jones so that we
<% may include you in our presenta-

< tion.

X
g LOOKING AHEAD
<*CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES *
END ON JUNE 4 -- SUMMER
CHAPEL SERVICES BEGIN AT
% 9:30 AM ON JUNE 25 These are X
X shorter, informal services with guest o’
speakers and great music, wonderful 5
% for children to attend and participate <x
<< in.  We will also have childcare %
available in the Nursery for very
% young children. This is a wonderful .
xx time to spend relaxed summer Sun- xx
% day mornings worshipping together
X
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5’
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<0308
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as a family — don’t miss the opportu-
xS nity!!
X

< WOULD YOU OR A TEEN YOU xx
X KNOW LIKE TO MAKE SOME
< EXTRA  MONEY THIS SUM-
< MER? WE NEED CHILDCARE xx
“*WORKERS FOR SUMMER %*
CHAPEL SERVICES. Sign up on Kk
< the sheet hanging on the Nursery
<< door. We need two teen caregivers Xx
% each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:30 am.
Each worker will earn $10 a morn-
ing and you’ll be paid even if no
X X
g kids show up who need to be cared ¢
for. What a deal!!
X

X
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HOW WAS YOUR JOURNEY
TO ADULTHOOQOD? If you wish

you had had more guidance, you had
understood that God had a place even
in your middle school life, if you could
have used adults other than teachers
and parents to "really" talk to, well,
then you were wishing for the Journey
To Adulthood confirmation curriculum
without realizing it.  After review,
evaluation and prayerful consideration
by a group of your fellow parishioners,
we decided to launch with new curricu-
lum in the Fall. Please look for oppor-
tunities to learn more about it: (1) writ-
ten material will be available and ques-
tions answered after church in Chidley
Hall, June 4th; (2) On June 8 at 6:00
another informational meeting will be
held; (3) parents of 5th and 6th graders,
check your mail (e and snail) for an
informational mailing.

MOMS AND DAUGHTERS:
HEALTH BONDS FOR GIRLS IN
GRADES 4, 5, 6 AND 7, AN EVE-
NING TO EXPLORE JOYFUL,
MINDFUL AND EMBODIED LIV-
ING AS A PRACTICE OF FAITH -
Sunday, June 11th from 5:30 - 8:30 pm.
5:30 pm - Dinner ; 6:00 pm - A special
guest will share her beautiful sculptures
followed by a Time of Worship. 6:30 pm.
There will be hands-on activities related
to making healthful choices about the
personal care products we use every day.
What is good for us is good for the earth!
7:30-8:30 pm: Playful Movement with
CC King, Dance Specialist. Wear com-
fortable clothing!! Pre-Registration is
required by Thursday, June 9th at 5 pm.
Call the Health Ministry Office at ext: 16
or email Kathleenzag@aol.com.

SUPPORTING THE
MISSION TRIP: 0OnJune

24, 16 members of our Congregation
will leave for New Orleans on a Mis-
sion Trip to the devastated Gulf Coast
area. If you would like to help by
donating funds to buy supplies for the
trip, please see the information posted
in the Church lobby or contact Linda
Alexander (781.729.9416), Paula
Giancola (781.369.1447), Joe Carter
(781.721.1621) or anyone on the Out-
reach Commission. Thank you

Deacons, Commissioners
& Officers Installed

During Worship on May 14
On May 14, the service of re-
cently elected deacons, commissioners and
officers was dedicated during worship.
The new deacons — Tom Kahl, Elizabeth
Page, and Julianne Zimmerman — will
serve a three-year term. Over sixty Com-
mission members typically serve two-year
terms, with opportunities for renewal of
service. Officers are elected annually.
The Leadership Commission
would like to give special recognition to
the following people who have signed on
as new members of a church commission
and/or are returning to service on a com-
mission after a hiatus:
Beth Bernhardt - Outreach
Tim Bryan 1 Facilities & Personnel
Carole Cooke i Health Ministry
Cathy Crabtree i Health Ministry
Karen Crawford | Christian Education
Debra Damren | Christian Education
Robin Delurey - Outreach
David DuBard 1 Financial Resources
Joe Harris 1 Facilities & Personnel
Jan Koss - Leadership
Kevin Kuechler 1 Financial Resources
Karen Martin 1 Health Ministry
Paul Richardson 1 Facilities & Personnel
Peter Rosenberger 1 Christian Education
Carl Turissini 1 Financial Resources
Julianne Zimmerman - Deacons
The following people are redi-
recting their energies after a period of ac-
tive service:
Marianne Carter 1 Deacons
Isabel Hart 1 Health Ministry
Bruce Johnston 1 Financial Resources
Mike Redding 1 Deacons
Chris Righter 1 Facilities & Personnel
Carol Savage 1 Christian Education
(Youth)
Linda Sullivan T Membership Life & De-
velopment
Marc Thompson - Deacons
Jenifer Trevett I Health Ministry
On behalf of the entire congregation, we
would like to express our deep gratitude
for all of these wonderful people named
above and the countless others — past, pre-
sent and yet to come — who serve our faith
community with such deep dedication and
caring.

Sincerely,
The Leadership Development Commission
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The Education Commi ssi onao:t
Top Ten Reasons to Teach Church School

Reason #10: Because a church family is multi-generational.
Teaching or assisting in church school is a great way to get to know the children of the church. You don’t have to be a parent. Chil-
dren grow from intergenerational interaction.

Reason # 9: Because the kids can teach you things.
Through the eyes of a child, faith exploration can be very thoughtful, unencumbered and very inspiring.

Reason #8: Because itd6s a chance to | earn more about how c
“I taught a class of older children so that I could understand what was ahead of me as a parent.” — Chris Noble

Reason #7: Because your children can be great helpers when you are the teacher.
“My children are very good at helping me set up a classroom. It makes coming to Sunday School fun.” — Carol Savage

Reason #6: Because the curriculum makes it really easy.
It assumes no knowledge and gives you many options for activities and lessons to suit your interests and comfort level.

Reason #5: Because you become part of a team.
You work with other teachers, and can share the work, and cover each other when necessary. And the Education Commission along
with Carol Jones provides lots of support and whatever help you need.

Reason #4: Because you might learn something.
The curriculum gives informative background and explanation for bible lessons so you can learn as you teach!

Reason #3: Because you make friends.
You get to know these wonderful children, and their families.

Reason #3 1/ 2: Because itos fun!
You can spend 45 minutes with children engaged in stories, crafts, puzzles, games, music, play-acting, you name it!

Reason #2: Because you make a difference.
When you give love to a classroom of children learning and growing in faith together, and you appreciate them for their unique gifts,
you let them know you care.

Reason #1: Because this could be you!
And who wouldn’t want to be a part of this?

g%&%&%&%&%&&%&%&%&%&%%&%&%%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%
X COME GROW WITH US!

g Become part of next year’s Church School teaching community.
g Be a teacher, assistant, “helping hand”, resource or support per-
g son. Don’t miss out on the fun. Check out the Sign-up Board in
g Chidley Hall during coffee hour

<0300300330800K00350%x

g%&%

X
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The International Connections Com-
mittee of the Winchester Multicultural
Network invites you to a picnic on Sun-
day, June 11 from 5:00-7:00 pm. on the
terrace of the First Congregational
Church in Winchester Center. Come and
bring picnic food for your family and
either a salad or dessert to share. Drinks
and watermelon will be provided. RSVP
to Anna Buxton (781-729-4784) or
Christa Bennett (781-729-7047) or email
office@wmcn.org. All are welcome.

WE NEED
YOU!

Habitat for Humanity
We will join Temple Shir Tikvan on
work days at the Lawrence site on:
Saturday, June 17.

Adults and youth (16 years of age or
older) are needed and wanted! :
Call Doug Taylor
781-729-6258
For information.

AIDS WALK BOSTON
Sunday June 4th, thousands of New
Englanders will participate in the AIDS
Walk Boston. To sign up to volunteer,
walk or run, sponsor a walker/runner, or
just to get more information, please con-
tact Julianne Zimmerman, who will be
participating in the Walk. Julianne is at

jzimmerman@rickforzese.com; or at
617-821-1067

Come to The Church
picnic on Sunday
june 11 at 11:30 am!
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Become a
Parish
Visitor
Call George Hebb at
729-4689 or Kathleen

Zagata at 729-9180
x16.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO COOK & SERVE AT
THE DWELLING PLACE

The Dwelling Place is a soup
kitchen in Woburn that provides
meals to hungry individuals and
families. FCC members and friends
prepare and serve meals on the third
Saturday of every month. Recipes
are provided. Children are welcome.
This is a great way to get to know
other church families. To volunteer,
please contact Michelle Zavez at 721
-0726.

June 18 is youth
Sunday. Join us!

Can you helop

Red Wagono

donations to area pantries?
Please call Laura Bailey

At 781-756-0188.
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