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Rite-13 was celebrated in the Sanctuary on June 15. 

Summer Worship Help: So, youôve always wanted to read scripture or lead 
prayer in worship but canôt imagine getting up before all those people in that great 

big Sanctuary?  Well, then summer is the perfect time for you when we worship in the 
chapel.  Lay people (and ordained ones) are invited to do any or all the parts of our summer worship 

services.  We have all the ñpreachingò slots filled but there are many other opportunities to help.  If 

youôd like to lead any part of the service, please contact Judy and weôll work out a date.   

Summer Worship:  As is our tradition, in the summer we worship in Ripley 
Chapel.  Worship begins at 9:45 ï after the Faith Talk Bible Study.  It is shorter than 
the usual hour and is less formal.  You are invited to come in comfortable clothes.  The high 

point of this worship experience is that the sermon and the music are provided by lay people.  

This makes worship an opportunity for church member to get to know each other better and 

to deepen our faith by hearing about the struggles and triumphs of those who share the 

pews throughout the rest of the year.  This yearôs preachers include:  Laurie Roby, Ken Orth, 

Sarah Gallop, Steve Lauterwasser, Julianne Zimmermann, Jena Roy, Chris Noble, Jason 

Parkhill, Bruce Lauterwasser and Steve Haggett.  Child care is available in the nursery room 

FAITHTALK SUMMER BIBLE STUDY  
9:00 to 9:40 Sunday Mornings in the Choir Room 

(No need to prepare anything in advance ï  

just come and join in the conversation.) 

Then join us for our Summer Worship in Ripley 

Chapel at 9:45 AM 

Child Care is available in the Nursery for both Bible 

Study and Worship 

Theme: Jesus the Teacher 
June 29 ï The Lordôs Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13  

July 6 ï The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20) 

July 13 ï The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 

(Matt.18:21-35) 

July 20 ï The Parable of the Good Samaritan  

(Luke 10:25-37) 

July 27 ï The Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21) 

August 3 ï The Parable of the Great Banquet  

(Luke 14:15-24) 

August 10 ï The Parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son  

(Luke 15:11-32) 

August 17 ï The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Col-

lector (Luke 18:9-14 

August 24 ïThe Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30) 

August 31 ï The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-17) 

 
Have a 

Happy, 

Healthy 

and Safe 

Summer! 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 

July-August,  2008 Page 2 

Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
Birth:  

Grace Wilhoite, 

Born May 29th, 2008,  

joins parents Branda and Randy and 

big brothers Jack and Henry. 

 

Baptisms: 

Baptized on June 08, 2008, were  

Tyler Parker Beliveau and  

Colby Kipp Beliveau,  

 children of  

Heather and Dan Beliveau. 

 

In Memoriam:  
The church family  

is greatly saddened  

to report the death of  

Russell Strout 

 on June 11, 2008.   

Our hearts go out to his family. 

Vinegar and Oil 
Wrong solitude vinegars the soul, 

Right solitude oils it. 

How fragile we are, between the few good 

moments. 

Coming and going unfinished, 

Puzzled by fate, 

Like the half-carved relief 

Of a fallen donkey, above a church door in 

Finland. 

           ðJane Hirshfield 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 

 As we prepare ourselves for a different pace that is 

summer in our lives and at our church, perhaps we can frame 

this time, or at least parts of it, as a Sabbath time.  The keep-

ing of Sabbath time, or a time in which we rest from our 

ceaseless work and busyness, is an important part of our 

spiritual lives.  If we find ourselves filling leisure time with 

tasks we can be sure that we have begun to imagine that our 

worth consists only in what we accomplish.  When we regu-

larly cease from our labor and enjoy rest as a holy gift, we 

can grow in trust that our worth in Godôs sight lies simply in 

our very being. 

 This may be what Jane Hirshfield is pointing to in 

her poem, ñVinegar and Oilò in Juneôs ATLANTIC 

: 

 Wrong solitude vinegars the soul, 

 Right solitude oils it. 

 How fragile we are, between the  

               few good moments. 

 Coming and going unfinished, 

 Puzzled by fate, 

 Like the half-carved relief 

 Of a fallen donkey, above a church door in Finland. 

 

 God offers us ways to be in ñright solitudeò, re-

minding us of our place in the world as Godôs beloved crea-

tures, in need of rest and re-creation.  In a culture in which 

we find the pressures to be busy all of the time are intense, it 

is a difficult endeavor to resist them in our search for a more 

spiritual life, reflecting God.  The church itself is in constant 

danger of adapting to a culture of hyperactivity and stress.  

We have a particular call to resist this conformity, bearing 

witness before the world to the grace and wisdom of times of 

rest.  By taking rest and reflective time, we show that we 

accept our creaturely need for replenishment and restoration.  

We acknowledge that we are not God, but created by God.  

We turn to God for rest, strength, being loved and cared for 

in ways that cannot be given by the world. 

 This holy rest has its place in the rhythm of each 

day as well as of the week and the year.  Some of us antici-

pate vacation time coming this summer.  May it be a time of 

leisure and rest, and not simply another task to accomplish, 

or stressful time to endure.  Perhaps it can give us the oppor-

tunity to refresh and deepen our friendships and family rela-

tionships.  It may enable us to play and exercise and enjoy 

the use of our senses.  Perhaps it can open a space for music, 

art, and particular pursuits and hobbies.  Then we will be 

able to resume our daily life reinvigorated and restored to 

ourselves.  This could be the solitude that oils the soul. 

 May we as a community encourage taking time, 

taking care not to give one another needless tasks to fulfill 

on our days of rest.  May we help each other acknowledge 

the Holy Spirit in each of us, learning to love one another as 

Christ first loves us. 

 

 --Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and 

     Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

  The Directory is Here!   

  The Directory is Here! 
           Yes, it's finally here.  You can now pick up your copy 

of the new Church pictorial directory.   

 Come see all the smiling faces and sparkling eyes of our 

church  family.  Brush up on the names of folks you see around 

church but just can't bring their name to mind quickly nough.  Feel 

connected to and embraced by the friendly faces of our church 

community. 

 We will be handing out copies after services on Sun-

days.  Come Sunday June 15th to the all-church picnic and get 

your copy at the same time. 

 We will also be handing out directories after the service 

on Sunday June 22nd. 

 After that, we will have some coverage after chapel 

services on Sundays over the summer and occasionally on 

Wednesdays in the church office. 

 If you have questions about how to get your copy, 

please contact Anne Hoenicke  (alhoenicke@yahoo.com, 

781-721-0964), Keith Russell (781-729-5962, 

aktrussell@earthlink.net), Fred Greene (781-729-4365, 

FDG@Mit.Edu) or the Church office at 781-729-9180, 

first.congregational@verizon.net. 

 

The Photo Directory Team:  Chas Burr, Annmarie Galli, Fred 

Greene, Anne Hoenicke,Margy McIndoe, and Keith Russell 

    WELCOME   

 Please welcome Sarah (Dinsmore) Marino, our new Of-

fice Manager.  She may be contacted at 781-729-9180 

(first.congregational@verizon.net) and is available to assist you 

between the hours of 8:30 and 3:30, Monday through Friday.  

(During the summer she will be in the office Monday through 

Thursday, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm.) 

 When you are at the church, please take a moment to say 

hello to her. 

The Facilities Commission  
Current members: Joe Bianco, Marianne Carter, Tom Dunn, John 

Fiske (chair), Jon Galli, Bob Lord, Barry McArdle, Andy 

McKinley, Paul Richardson    

 With the advent of summer and good weather, we are tak-

ing a close look at some deferred maintenance issues, especially 

deteriorated roofs and exterior paint.  Some temporary repairs of 

leaks have been made, but more permanent repairs are 

needed.   Also, as recommended by a stained glass consultant, we 

are removing the plastic sheets over the stained glass in preparation 

for repairing and preserving those beautiful windows. 

Over the summer building maintenance will be supple-

mented by two of our youth, Alex Wankovitch and Greg Johnston, 

and we'll be keeping an eye on our new lawn and plantings.  

 If anyone sees a facilities-related problem or has a special 

request, sending it to first.congregational@verizon.net will get it to 

us and we will respond! 

      Thanks, 

     ðJohn Fiske 

mailto:first.congregational@verizon.net


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Julianne Zimmerman, Head Deacon; Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page Joe Carter, Steve 
Haggett, Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, 
Chris Noble and Meg Shin  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier, Karen 

Roberts and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke, Terry 

Marotta and Thomie Tucci (co-chairs), 

MaryEllen Eagan,  Cindy Wankowicz and 

David Weir.  Library Committee: 

Marjorie Moore. The Education 

Commission facilitates and oversees 

religious education programs for people 

of all ages in the Church through three 

committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Tom Dunn, John Fiske, Jon Galli, 

Bob Lord, Barry McArdle, Andy 

McKinley, Paul Richardson. 

 

Personnel: Darlene Heikkinen, Lynne 

Rahmeier and Alex Rohall    

 The Facilities & Personnel Commission 

oversees all matters of personnel policy 

and of the care and control of the 

Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
Doug Clarke, David Dubard, Kevin 
Kuechler, Rich MacNeille, Peter 
Manning, Wendy Swanton, Nick Troisi,  
Carl Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 

Commission UPdates  

provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Laura Bryan, Carole 
Cooke,  Cathy Crabtree,  Kr is 
Montgomery, Cindy Mutterperl ,  Kathryn 
Scholl, Bob Shirley and Branda Wilhoite..                         
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), John 
Mutterperl   This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Heather Harris, 
Christin Manning, Barbara Rinn and 
Vicki Waterbury.  The Membership Life 
and Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach   John Crabtree, Robin 
Delurey,  Bruce Lauterwasser,  Diane 
Lord,  Maryann McCall-Taylor, Carol 
Moriarty and Melanie Zioze.  The 
Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

 

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

     Summer Office hours are 
Mondays through Thursdays 9:00 am to 

3:30 pm. Please submit items for the 

Bulletin by Wednesdays at 9:00 am for 

the following Sunday. This will allow 

sufficient time for production. Thank 

you for your cooperation! 

 Sarah Marino,  

 Office Manager 
 781-729-9180 

 781-729-9181(fax),  

 http://www.fcc-winchester.org/ 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings 

for  
July 6: Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Ps 

45:10-17 or Song of Sol 2:8-13 or Zech 

9:9-12; Ps 145:8-14; Rom 7:15-25a; Matt 

11:16-19, 25-30 

July 13: Gen 25:19-34; Ps 119:105-112 or 

Isa 55:10-13; Ps 65:(1-8), 9-13; Rom 8:1-

11; Matt 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 20: Gen 28:10-19a; Ps 139:1-12, 23-

24 or Wisd of Sol 12:13, 16-19 or Isa 44:6

-8; Ps 86:11-17; Rom 8:12-25; Matt 13:24

-30, 36-43 

July 27: Gen 29:15-28; Ps 105:1-11, 45b 

or I Kings 3:5-12; Ps 128 or Ps 119:129-

136; Rom 8:26-39; Matt 13:31-33, 44-52 

August 3: Gen 32:22-31; Ps 17:1-7, 15 or 

Isa 55:1-5; Ps 145:8-9, 14-

21; Rom 9:1-5; Matt 

14:13-21 

August 10: Gen 37:1-4, 

12-28; Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 

45b or I Kings 19:9-18; Ps 

85:8-13; Rom 10:5-15; 

Matt 14:22-33 

August 17: Gen 45:1-15; Ps 133 or Isa 

56:1, 6-8; Ps 67; Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32; 

Matt 15:(10-20), 21-28 

August 24: Ex 1:8-2:10; Ps 124 or Isa 

51:1-6; Ps 138; Rom 12:1-8; Matt 16:13-

20 

August 31: Ex 3:1-15; Ps 105:1-6, 23-26, 

45c or Jer 15:15-21; Ps 26:1-8; Rom 12:9-

21; Matt 16:21-28 

 

Thank You 
Many, many thanks to Fred Greene and 

Keith Russell for their fantastic help with 

the production of the Spire.  Every month 

they are unstinting with their time, skill 

and dedication as they work with the 

staff in copying and assembling the 

Spire.  You guys are great. 

   ðThe Editor 

http://www.fcc-winchester.org/
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

AN OFFERING OF LETTERS   
     On Sunday June 8th after worship members of the Out-

reach Commission  hosted an Offering of Letters, which is 

an opportunity for members of the congregation to write 

letters to Congress in support of hunger-fighting legislation.  

The suggested letter urged congress people to increase pov-

erty-focused development assistance and to pass the Global 

Poverty Act.  We had 23 letters written and about one third 

of those were done by the youth.  If you missed this event, 

see the Offering of Letters website and add your voice to 

those who wrote on June 8th.   

A Note to FCCW from Karen Colatrella, Food Pantry Director at Woburn 

Council of Social Concern: 

 ñI just finished reading the Spire and enjoyed learning about 

the many and varied activities and good works of your church.  Your 

FCC has always been a good friend of our Food Pantry so I was espe-

cially gratified to read about the Little Red Wagon.  What a wonderful 

visual reminder that hunger exists close to home and that we can all 

do something to alleviate it!  Many thanks to your congregation on 

behalf of those among us who are struggling to feed themselves and 

their families!ò 

 

   (Note: please see the back cover for the Food Pantry Wish List.) 

 

Directory Team is Thanked! 
 The Congregation would like to acknowledge all the hard 

work, dedication and talents of the Directory Team. They formed 

a committee and challenged themselves to do something that has 

never been done before. They elected to start from scratch and 

make a church  directory with new portraits and offered families 

the option of selecting their own favorite family snapshots. Be-

cause of this we now have a wonderful window into the lives of 

our families. A special thank you to Anne Hoenicke, Annmarie 

Galli, Chas Burr, Fred Greene, Keith Russell, and Margy McIndoe 

for  the countless meetings, spreadsheets, phone calls, editing, 

hand delivering, and production. You have accomplished an 

amazing goal and we are proud to have you in our congregation. 

   ---Sarah Marino, on behalf of FCCW 

       
 SUMMER COVERAGE:  

During the summer our hours change a bit.  The office is 

open Mondays through Thursdays, from 9;00 to 3:30, from June 30 

through August 31..  

 Sarah Marino, our Office Manager (who if you donôt know 

you should ï stop by some weekday morning), will be in and keep-

ing things going (except for the week of July 7th, when she will be 

on vacation). 

On the Pastoral side, during July Judy is on duty and can be 

reached through the church.  Her extension is 23.  Remember that 

when youôre transferred to an extension you cannot hear it ringing ï 

it feels like youôve gone into Never Never Land ï but it is indeed 

ringing so be patient.  In August, Carol Jones will be the coverage.  

Her extension at church is 15.    

You can always reach a staff member through the answer-

ing service.  They are contacted through the main church number ï 

781-729-9180.  Feel free to use it (the answering service), thatôs 

what weôre paying them for. 

THE SUMMER DAY   
 

Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I meanð 

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,  

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,  

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up 

and downð 

who is gazing around with her enormous and compli-

cated eyes. 

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly 

washes her face.  

 Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.  

 I donôt know exactly what a prayer is.  

 I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel in the grass,  

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the 

fields, which is what I have been doing all day.    

Tell me, what else should I have done?  

 Doesnôt everything die at last, and too soon?   

Tell me, what is it you plan to do  

with your one wild and precious life? 

    ðMary Oliver 

 

 

AWESOME   

is the word for the Church School Sunday-Rite 13 

Ceremony in the Sanctuary on June 15. 

FUN & DELICIOUS  
describe the church picnic which followed! 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Rite 13 
10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Grade 7 and up 

 DISCIPLE NOW OR NEVER    
 Disciple Now is usually a Fall event ï a sort of centering retreat for the 

youth ï but this year their very busy schedules had us put it off until February and call 

it Disciple Better Late than Never.  Well then February rolled around and, guess what, 

they were busy again.  So we put it off until May and called it Disciple Now or Never.  

The good news is that it did happen ï despite busy schedules.  The topic was Make 

Time For God ï and taking into account their busy schedules we tried to find God in 

the everyday:  in nature, in meditation, in art, in other people, in themselves.  About 

22 kids came and they were led by Dave Weir, Terry Marotta and Nick Wankowicz.  

It turned out great.  We discovered that Better Late than Earlier might be the case.   

 
 

Left and above:  

participating in  

Disciple Now 

Below: walkers for 

 Project Breadôs 

Walk for Hunger 

FINAL RITE 13  

CEREMONY .   

 The last group of Rite 13 kids 

marked their 13th birthday in a sacred set-

ting during worship on June 15th.  The con-

gregation ï including the youth ï pledged 

support to this group in the journey ahead.   

 Participating on June 15 were 

Maggie Connolly, Russell Carter, Emily 

Savage, Lizzie Savage, Will Noble, Megan 

Miranda, Mackenzie Koss, Chloe Geor-

gaklis, Carly Chabot, Trent Green, and 

Madeline Thompson.  They are pictured on  

the front page. 

More News from Rite-13 
   A dedicated group from our Rite-13  class helped out the 

hungry people of Massachusetts by volunteering at Project 

Breadôs 40th Annual Walk for Hunger. It was raining and 

cold, but spirits remained high as the group passed out wa-

ter, stamped pledge sheets and cheered on the amazing 

number of walkers who trudged 20 miles. Here is a photo of 

the group, which included leaders Carole Cook and Jim 

Donovan, and youth Michael Turner, Michele Woolford, 

Michael Marotta, Nick Gallop, Jess Ritenhouse,  Russell 

Carter, and Stephanie Mullaneï Max Thompson is missing 

because after working for several hours, he joined up with 

his mother, Jena Roy, and another of our youth leaders, 

Annmarie Galli, and walked the final 13 miles with them! 

(Other walkers from church whom we happened to spot: 

Cathy & Becca Crabtree, Brian Mcardle, Alexis Zavez, 

Catherine Walsh, and Clara Lauterwasser.)  At the urging of 

our 7th and 8th grade class, our congregation generously 

donated $660! to the Project Bread fundraising efforts.   
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

      Parish Visitors Honored 
 The Spring Tea this year was held to honor the 60-plus years of visitation provided by the Parish Visitors to our church 

community.  As this committeeôs work draws to a close, we say thank you with heartfelt appreciation. 

 Below are some snapshots of the event, which was attended by more than 30 church members.  

Each spring we brought out the church silver 

tea service.  Isabel Hart had the honor of pour-

ing as Ruth Emery and Jane McClennan looked 

on. 

Martha and George Hebb enjoyed the afternoon 

tea and conversation.   

Music was provided by Susan Barrettôs piano 

students.  Both Erica and Eliza Pederson per-

formed for our guests this year. 

Thank You . 

 

A very special thank you to George Hebb for his faithful and inspiring leadership  

as chairperson of the Parish Visitors. 

Rite-13 Students  

at Gaining Ground Farm 

 ...Ten lucky Rite 13 students ...spent a great morning 

at Gaining Ground Farm in Concord today!    

 We really accomplished a ton in two hours. Verena, 

the farmer, said we saved her three days of work.  

 Here is what I can remember that we did: We hoed 

weeds from the potato bed, pulled beetles and their eggs off 

the potato plants and smushed them with our fingers, poured 

compost tea/fish emulsion water on the potato plants (and our 

shoes, pants, etc.). We mowed the lawn with scythes, planted 

gourds near beautiful trellises, and prepared some beds for 

flowers and for tomatoes. We also discovered the joys of a 

composting toilet, swung on a cool swing, hauled Jess around 

in a cart, and enjoyed enormous ice cream cones from Bed-

ford Farms. 

  Most importantly, we helped some organic vegeta-

bles and fruits begin their journey to food pantry patrons who 

are mostly used to canned goods.  

 Special thanks to parent Louise Ritenhouse for 

getting down and dirty with us! 

ððCarole Cooke and Dave Weir, in a note to Rite-13 

 parents this spring 


