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January 2009 
Thursday January 1 

New Yearôs Day 

 

Sunday , January 4 

Worship/Communion 

ñLiving in the Lightò 

Menôs Group 

 

Tuesday, January 6 

Touchstones:: Finding Grace 

Epiphany Celebration and Pot Luck 

 

Wednesday, January 8 

ðand most Wednesdaysð 

Walking Group, Menôs Coffee and Knitting 

 

Sunday, January 11 

Worship: ñDefining Momentsò 

Dance Lesson 

 

Tuesday, January 13 

Touchstones: Contemporary Christians 

 

Saturday, January 17 

Dr. Martin Luther King Day of Service 

 

Sunday, January  18 

Worship:  ñKnown and Lovedò 

 

Friday, January 23 

Youth Winter Weekend 

 

Sunday, January 25 

Worship: ñFollow Meò 

Ruth Group 

 

Tuesday, January 27 

Touchstones: Contemporary Christians 

THE  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN: 
Let our light shine! 

The Capital Campaign Planning Proc-

ess is almost completed.  Watch your 

mailðyou will be receiving a Report 

to the Council on Ministries, dated  

December 17, 2008, which details 

what has happened so far in this  

important planning process, and what 

the next steps are. 

Ring out the old, 

ring in the new,  

Ring, happy bells  

across the snow!   

The year is going, 

 let him go.  

 Ring out the false, 

 ring in the true. 

                                ð-Tennyson 

 

Happy New Year to All! 

Also Coming Up 

This Winter 
First Sunday of each month: a 

Parents of Teens meeting 

 

Every Sunday: Winter Term 

Learning Centers for Grades One 

through Five 

 

Church School Preschool, PreK 

and Kindergarten Classes 

 

The Good Books Program 

(February 1) 

 

The Youth Winter Weekend 

 

Adult Winter  Ski Retreat 

 

Winter Dance Lesson Series, 

 with Instructor Susan Rivers, 

starting January 11.  Dance lesson 

at 5 pm, dinner at 6 pm and a prac-

tice session at 7 pm: January 11, 

25; February 8, 22 and March 1, 8, 

15 and 22.  Come and bring your 

friends.  Call Dave Weir for more 

details at 781-729-3667. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

Telephone (781-729-9180) & 

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino 

  first.congregational@

   verizon.net, ext 10 

General Messages: 

  ext. 00 

Skip 

 skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy 

 jarnoldfccw@verizon.net,  

 ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

Brad brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make 

the Spire responsive to the needs 

and interests of our church 

community. 

The deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of the preceding month 

(i.e., the deadline for the 

November Spire is October 15).  

Submissions may be made to the 

Spire mailbox in the Church 

office or  via  e -mai l  to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

c o mmu n i t y  who  a r e 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

families ,  fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

 
Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  Meet 

at the church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk during 

all seasons.  All are welcome!  Dogs too. 

 PASSAGES 

Anniversaries: 

 
Althea and Bob Shirley  

and Connie and Peter Rosenberger 

celebrated their  

50th Wedding Anniversaries 

on December 20 and December 21. 

 

Sarah and Ryan Marino 

 celebrated their 

First Wedding Anniversary  

on December 24. 

 

Baptisms: 

 
Campbell Mae Wallin,  

daughter of 

 Lindsay and Blair Wallin,  

was baptized  

on December 14, 2008. 

 

Josephine Marie Calderara, 

 daughter of  

Stephen and Jessica Calderara,  

was baptized  

on December 2 8, 2008. 

 

In Memoriam: 

 

Marjorie Rush Drake , 88, 

died on October 29, 2008,  

in Rockport, MA, 

 after a long illness. 

 

We extend our condolences  

to Mrs. Drakeôs family and friends. 
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THE FLOWER COMMITTEE 
Keeping in touch  

with our church community  

     If at any time there is someone in our 

church community who you feel could use a 

visit from someone bringing flowers, please 

contact us.  

     Some of our visits are made in times of 

joy and in times of major passages.  Some 

are made to bring encouragement  Some are 

made  to celebrate special birthdays, anniver-

saries, and births; and some visits are made 

to cheer folks after surgery, or when they are 

ill.  Important reasons for the brightness of 

some flowers! 

     Please contact Sybil Richardson at  

sybilsmith9@comcast.net or  756-0400  

with your suggestions. 

THANK YOU! 
 

 

Pastoral Team Letter  
    HIBERNATION MAY NOT BE GOOD FOR THE SOUL..  

   Once I had a colleague, Beth, who traveled all over the country to ride famous 

roller coasters, the bigger the better. As the economy plummeted this summer, the 

image of riding a descending roller coaster came to mind. However, it was not 

accompanied by  ñthrill-seekingò fun, just vertigo and nausea. I long for Bethôs 

enthusiasm for the ride.  

   Like the roller coaster ride, the anxiety and grief associated with the recent mar-

ket meltdown is felt physically.  I overhead one gentleman describe the sickening 

feeling in the pit of his stomach when clicking on the financial balance in his re-

tirement account.  Fear, resentment and loss are part of the dis-ease that is palpa-

ble and downright painful. The impulse to numb the sensations of overwhelming 

stress is equally real, reflected in strong sales at local liquor stores.  

   With financial and political leaders assuring us that there is no quick fix, fiscal 

restoration appears years away and adaptation to lean times is necessary.  For 

many families, this means a conservative lifestyle along with adjusting invest-

ment strategies to a bear market.  But despite oneôs best efforts, the market freeze 

and growing unemployment rate mean more families will find it difficult to make 

ends meet.   Robert Putman, a Harvard sociologist, recently commented on how a 

recession increases social isolation and the desire to ñpull inò and ñdrop out.ò  

This response is a sharp contrast to what happened after the events of 9/11 when 

the need to connect, the desire to organize support and gather in prayer was heart-

felt.  That very evening parishioners filled Ripley Chapel for a candlelight vigil. 

In the shadow of the crisis, clarity of mission, enactment of faith, prayer and com-

munity held strong.         

   As a faith based community, how do we invest in the present crisis with its dan-

gers and opportunities?  Do we seek to be delivered from our distress, or to be 

transformed by it?  How will the way we frame the questions affect the vision we 

realize?  On a national level, the first question asked about the bailouts was ñHow 

much it will cost us?ò  Then the money was printed by Peter to pay Paul.  When 

handed over an ñouchò could be heard from the Congress before offering the next 

question, ñWhat have we just done?ò  Relief and peace of mind were out of sight.     

   ñWhat good is it to gain the world and lose your soul.ò  Jesus often spoke on the 

impermanence and illusion of the material world.  He also modeled how to relin-

quish attachment, face oneós demons and pray.  He did not choose to pass the cup 

but transformed his suffering in a radical act of redemption out of love for all of 

us. 

   The article, Giving: giving money, giving time and giving help to others in the 

Nov 9th Boston Globe magazine section, offered an example of how one of the 

least of our  brethren lives the Good News in these troubled times.  It is the story 

of Lydia, a 49 year old woman who gave $1 to the Worchester Fellowship, a 

group that assists the homeless and holds a weekly service on the commons.  She 

explained to the reporter, ñI gave all my nickels to the church collection today. 

My boyfriend, Dave, and I live on the street. We made $19.45 today collecting 

bottles and cans, which is real good. I donate twenty dollars every week, more or 

less depending on what I can afford. I do it because I can. What you do on the 

street comes back to you, and I hope that when I need the help one day someone 

will give it to me. Being on the street these last two years has taught me a lot 

about giving. People give us cans all the time, and someone just gave Dave two 

pairs of pants and a belt. Coming to this outdoor church also gives me a lot. It 

brings relief and peace to the rest of my day.ò   

    However we craft our ñadaptiveò response, may it bring relief and peace to our 

day.  May it be built on grateful hearts and express generosity of money, time and 

willingness to help others.  In short, may it be good for the soul inclined to hiber-

nate in troubled times. 

 

 Blessed be, 

 Kathleen Zagata, Congregational Health Minister  

 

CONVERSATIONS 

 ON THE JOURNEY 
(A continuation of our Holy Conversations 

Dialogues in 2008-2009)

___________________________________ 

Centering Theme for January:  

ñA Fellowship of Disciplesò 

JOIN US IN WORSHIP EACH SUN-

DAY!!  

   

January 4 ï ñLIVING IN THE LIGHTò ï 

Epiphany Sunday/Communion  

 ñWhat had come into being in him 

was lifeé the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness and the darkness did 

not overcome it.ò  ðJohn 1:1-9 

January 11 ï ñDEFINING MOMENTSò 

  ñJust as [Jesus] was coming up 

out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him.  And a voice came from heaven, 

óYou are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.ò   ðMark 1:4-11 

 

January 18 ï ñKNOWN AND LOVEDò  

           ñO Lord, you have searched me 

and known meé you are acquainted with 

   all my waysé Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is so high that I  

cannot attain it.ò    ðPsalm 139 

 

January 25 ï ñFOLLOW ME!ò    

  ñJesus said to them, óFollow me 

and I will make you fish for people.ô  And 

immediately they left their nets and fol-



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Julianne Zimmerman, Head Deacon; Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page Joe Carter, Steve 
Haggett, Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, 
Chris Noble and Meg Shin  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts, Martha 

Tucker and  Vicki Waterbury.  

Children/Youth: Gretchen Clarke, Terry 

Marotta and Thomie Tucci (Co-chairs), 

MaryEllen Eagan and  Cindy Wankowicz 

.Library Committee: Marjorie Moore. The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities:Joe Bianco, Marianne Carter, 

Tom Dunn, John Fiske (Chair), Jon Galli, 

Bob Lord, Barry McArdle, Andy 

McKinley and Paul Richardson. 

 

Personnel: Darlene Heikkinen, Lynne 

Rahmeier  (Chair), Alex Rohall and Penny 

Sparrow.   The Facilities & Personnel 

Commission oversees all matters of 

personnel policy and of the care and 

control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (Chair), Michael Bailey,  
David DuBard, Kevin Kuechler, Rich 
MacNeille, Peter Manning,   Nick Troisi,  
Carl Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 

Commission UPdates  

donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Laura Bryan, Pam 
Budner,(Co-chair), Cathy Crabtree, Karen 
Martin (Co-chair), Kris Montgomery, 
Cindy Mutterperl,  Sybil Richardson (Co-
chair, Flowers), Kathryn Scholl, Bob 
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite..                         
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (Co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.    This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Lisa Der, Fred Greene, Janet Hall, 
Heather Harris, Suzanne Kahl (Chair), 
Christin Manning, Barbara Rinn and 
Vicki Waterbury.  The Membership Life 
and Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach   John Crabtree, Robin 
Delurey, Nancy Howley, Bruce 
Lauterwasser (Chair), Anne Leiserson,  
Diane Lord,  Maryann McCall-Taylor, 
Carol Moriarty and Melanie Zioze.  The 
Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries and 
giving by all persons associated with the 
Church and oversees the outreach 
programs and mission giving of the 
church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

      

In order to efficiently process 

materials submitted to the church 

office,  we request your attention to 

the following important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or          

  publication 

 

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

For your reflection  

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for  

JANUARY 
 

January 4 

Jer 31:7-14 or Sir 24:1-12   

Ps 147:12-20 or  

Wis. Of Sol 10:15-21 

Eph 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

 

January 11 

Gen 1:1-5; Ps 29; Acts 19;1-7 

Mark 1:4 -11 

 

January 18 
1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20) 

Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Cor 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

 

January 25 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Ps 62:5-12 

1 Cor 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

 

The Church Office Hours 

are 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday. 
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 Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

 

Reach Out!  

 

Habitat for Humanity 

Workday  

in Lawrence, 

 Saturday, January 24, 2009.  
 Interested  adults and youth 16 years old 

and up, please contact Doug Taylor at: 

781-729-6258 or 

HOLIDAY TIME PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR GIVING  
     ONCE AGAIN THIS YEAR, the fall holiday season has illuminated the con-

nection between our faith and the way we use our most precious resources ï our 

time and our money.   

     In November, adults in the congregation drove youth and 42 frozen turkeys to 

Pilgrim Church in Dorchester.  When we were there, Pastor John Odams shared 

some about their ministry to the homeless and the hungry.  Many of you also pro-

vided toiletry articles for their shelters residents as well.  

     The Christmas Giving Tree was a great success this year.  We had more gift 

givers than we had tags requesting gifts.  Again, fortune smiled on us.  The recipi-

ents of this yearôs Giving Tree were the Woburn Council of Social Concerns, 

Rosieôs Place Residence, and the Germaine Lawrence School.  We have worked 

with these three organizations for years.  They have come to rely on us so Christ-

mas can come to life in the lives of their clients and in the hearts of this congrega-

tion.  Thank you. 

BE GREEN! 

     DID YOU KNOW that this issue of 

ñThe Spireò is available for download on 

our website?  By reading the Spire online, 

you can save paper, energy and money.  

You will also receive the information a 

week in advance.  Plus you can email it to 

your friends and neighbors.  In the near 

future you will be able to sign up to receive 

the Spire delivered directly to your inbox.  

In the meantime, please call or email the 

office if you no longer need this paper 

copy delivered to your mailbox. 

  Thank you, 

Sarah Marino,  

Office Manager 

MEMBERS NEEDED: THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE is looking for a few good people to bolster our 
ranks.  We meet once a month (usually the first Tuesday) and other than attending worship, it's not a huge commitment of time.  So, 

if you love brainstorming and want to put your creative energy toward making our worship time together richer, deeper and accessi-

ble to all, please contact Laurie Roby at 781-643-1345 or: lfroby29@yahoo.com 

FROM THE FACILITIES COMMISSION  
   WEôRE SEEING WHAT CAN BE DONE economically to improve the quality 

of the drinking water.  There is no hazard that we know of but some of the water 

fountains are in tough shape and the water tastes a bit stale.  Bradley has done a 

really nice job of repairing the water fountain near the Forum room.  Not only 

does the water flow much better (!) but it is nicely filtered.  Try it out.     

   We are concerned about the slippery conditions that can occur during the win-

ter months, especially on the new front walk.  The granite steps can ice over quite 

easily and we do not have a good way to prevent that day to day.   

   In the interest of safety, we have decided to direct traffic away from that walk 

during the winter months, so please plan your path into the church accord-

ingly.  The side entrances will be kept clear and sanded as appropriate by either 

Bradley's attention or, in heavy storms, with help from our plowing service. 

  

For the Facilities Commission, 

John Fiske 

Ruth Groupõs discussion books  

for the next few months are:  

January 28: A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

Host: Susan Sawyer, 15 Sheffield West, Winchester. 

 

February 22: Free Food for Millionaires by Min Jin Lee 

March 29: The Dance of the Dissident Daughter: A Womanôs Journey from Christian 

Tradition to the Sacred Feminine, by Sue Monk Kidd. 

 

We meet once a month, at 7:30 on a Sunday night, to discuss good books.  Call Karen 

Roberts at 781-729-0518 for more information or to ask for a ride. THE CARING NETWORK  

    THE CARING NETWORK is looking 

 for volunteers to make meals for folks 

 who are in need of a helping hand.  It is  

a true gift to be able to bring  meals to  

them to brighten their days or nights. 

    Caring Network volunteers bring meals to 

people who are going through difficult or 

exhausting times.  For example, recuperating 

from an operation; a crisis in the family; the 

passing of a loved one; or the happy and 

exhausting time when a baby arrives.  Times 

when good food is a huge help not only be-

cause of its nutrition but because of the hu-

man support.  
    If you would like to be in the Caring Network, 

please email me your name or sign up at our dis-

play in the front entrance.  Thank you for your 

support!   

 

    Sybil Richardson, sybilsmith9@comcast.net 

mailto:lfroby29@yahoo.com
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
 THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS end on 

January 6, which marks the beginning of the season of Epiph-

any in the Christian calendar.  ñEpiphanyò means 

ñmanifestation, disclosure, or revelationò.  Traditionally, Janu-

ary 6 is celebrated as the day the wise men arrived to visit Je-

sus.  The metaphor offered here is that Jesus is the One who 

opens the way to God for all people, symbolized by these for-

eign monarchs.  As the light continues to grow with each pass-

ing day in this time of the year, we are asked to reflect upon 

ways that the Spirit is revealing new truths in our lives.  What 

possibility and hope are being made manifest in our days?  

What is the growing Light revealing to us in 2009? 

As many of you know, one of my favorite poems by T.S. Eliot 

speaks of this Epiphany reality through the voice of one of the 

wise men: 

 

   ñAll this was a long time ago, I remember, 

     And I would do it again, but set down 

     This, set down 

     This:  were we led all that way for 

     Birth or Death?  There was a birth, certainly, 

     We had evidence and no doubt.  I had seen birth and death, 

     But had thought they were different:  this Birth was 

     Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 

     We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 

     But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation 

     With an alien people clutching their gods. 

     I would be glad of another death.ò  

 

        In our spiritual lives, we find that this voice speaks to us 

if we are faithful in our journey toward the Truth.  Sometimes 

the revelations of the Spirit are welcome and wonderful 

events.  At other times, however, the revelations are difficult, 

asking us to change some of the ways we have been living.  

New birth, new growth, new understandings often signal the 

end of old patterns of living and being, challenging us to let go 

of  ñcomfort zonesò that we cling to even after they have fin-

ished their purpose in our lives and we are called to new ways 

of living and opportunities for loving our neighbors, ourselves, 

and our God.   

May we be open to ways God is asking us as individuals and 

as a community to be ever more willing to follow the Star that 

has appeared in our lives.  Perhaps as a community of faith, 

we can share our losses and our new insights as we travel to-

gether into the mystery and the celebration of Emmanuel:  

ñGod with us.ò  May this season be one in which we have the 

courage to continue to grow into the fullness of that Love.   

  

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, 

    Pastoral Counseling  

  and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 

FROM ADULT EDUCATION  

COMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 ð OUR NEXT 

òGOOD BOOKSó DISCUSSION!!   
Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolu-

tion--and How It Can Renew America, 

 by Thomas Friedman 

Read this book now and join us on February 1, at 

11:30 am in the Palmer Room  

to talk about it with others from our congregation. 
 

 

     IN HIS BRILLIANT, essential new book, Friedman takes a 

fresh and provocative look at two of the biggest challenges we 

face today: Americaôs surprising loss of focus and national pur-

pose since 9/11; and the global environmental crisis, which is 

affecting everything from food to fuel to forests. In this ground-

breaking account of where we stand now, he shows us how the 

solutions to these two big problems are linked--how we can re-

store the world and revive America at the same time.  Hot, Flat, 

and Crowded is classic Thomas L. Friedman: fearless, incisive, 

forward-looking, and rich in surprising common sense about the 

challenge--and the promise--of the future. 

SAVE THE DATES!  
 FIVE SUNDAY EVENINGS IN MARCH 

(March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29) and join us for  

ñBREAD FOR THE JOURNEYò 

A Lenten Film Festival 

Weôll share a simple supper, watch  movies together (current 

films and intriguing documentaries and short films), and join in 

some conversation about what weôve watched. 

 Details are coming  in the February SPIRE. 

 Sponsored by The Adult Education Committee 

IS IT TOO LATE???  
 ITôS NEVER TOO LATE to commit some of your 

monthly blessings back to the one who gave them. Here are 

some notes from our Moment of Concern in December: 

 ñMany of you have asked, óHow do I know what is the 

right percent to give?ô My answer is to give first to God out of a 

percentage of your householdôs income, trusting him/her to 

abundantly meet your needs after you have given.  Then ask 

yourself: if you or your family were in crisis where would you 

turn? If you canôt turn to this Church, who can you turn to? 

 ñWhile you can give, give all that you can. That is why 

we ask a percentage of income. While you have it, give it ï if 

during the year you canôt give, then stop, and once your income 

begins again, give again. Do not stop yourself from making a 

commitment due to fear of creating an obligation you canôt ful-

fill. Your Church community is an understanding and loving 

Church that is there for you, if you can be there for it. ñ 

    Thank You  

    Stewardship  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
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Calendar 

 

 

JANUARY 2009  

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

28  

FIRST SUNDAY OF 

CHRISTMASTIDE: REJOICE!! 

for Emmanuel has come!  

NO CHURCH SCHOOL, RITE 13 

or J2A CLASSES  

10:00 AM   INFORMAL 

WORSHIP/CHRISTMAS CAROL 

SING --  "Reasons To Rejoice " 

29  

7:15 PM   

Carilloneers  

30  31  

6:00 AM   Walking Group  

5:00 PM   New Years Eve 

Dance  

1 

 

New Year's 

Day  

Office Closed  

2 

Office 

Closed  

3 

4 

CENTERING THEME FOR 

JANUARY: "A Fellowship of 

Disciples"  

Church School Winter Term 

LEARNING CENTERS begin for 

Grades 1  Thru 5  

10:00 AM   

WORSHIP/COMMUNION --  

"Living in the Light"  

10:15 AM   Church School 

Classes  

4:00 PM   Sounds of Grace  

5:00 PM   Epiphany Celebration  

7:30 PM   FORUM 

7:30 PM   Men's Group  

5 

7:15 PM   

Carilloneers  

6 

EPIPHANY 

12:30 PM   

Touchstones  

7:30 PM   Boy 

Scouts  

7:30 PM   

Worship 

Committee  

7 

6:00 AM   Walking Group  

8:30 AM   Men's Coffee  

9:30 AM   Staff 

Meeting/Spire  

1:00 PM   Knitting Group  

1:00 PM   Seniors Group  

7:30 PM   Children/Youth 

Committee  

7:30 PM   Deacons  

7:30 PM   Health Ministry 

Commission  

8 

12:00 PM   

MBA Sector 

Meeting  

7:30 PM   Choir 

Rehearsal  

9 10  

11  

10:00 AM   WORSHIP --  

"Defining Moments"  

10:15 AM   Church School 

Classes  

11:30 AM   Adult Ed 

Committee Meeting  

12:00 PM   Deacon/Team 

Conversation  

4:00 PM   Sounds of Grace 

Hospice Choir  

7:30 PM   FORUM 

12  

7:15  PM  

Carilloneers  

13  

12:30 PM   

Touchstones  

7:30 PM   Boy 

Scouts  

7:30 PM   

Outreach 

Commission  

14  

6:00 AM   Walking Group  

8:30 AM   Men's Coffee  

9:30 AM   Team Meeting  

1:00 PM   Knitting Group  

7:00 PM   Second Wed. 

Bible Study  

7:30 PM   Facilities 

Commission  

7:30 P M  Personnel 

Commission  

15  

SPIRE 

Deadline for 

February  

7:30 PM   Choir 

Rehearsal  

16  17  

5:15 PM   The 

Dwelling 

Place 

18  

10:00 AM   WORSHIP --  

"Known and Loved"  

10:15 AM   Church School 

Classes  

4:00 PM   Sounds of Grace 

Hospice Choir  

7:30 PM   FORUM 

19  

Martin Lu ther 

King Day --  

Office Closed  

7:15 PM   

Carilloneers  

20  

7:30 PM   Boy 

Scouts  

21  

6:00 AM   Walking Group  

8:30 AM   Men's Coffee  

9:00 AM   Team Retreat  

1:00 PM   Knitting Group  

22  

7:30 PM   Choir 

Rehearsal  

23  

6:00 PM   

Youth 

Winter 

Weekend  

24  

Youth Winter 

Weekend  

25  

Youth Winter Weekend  

10:00 AM   WORSHIP --  

"Follow Me"  

10:15 AM   Church School 

Classes  

4:00 PM   Sounds of Grace 

Hospice Choir  

7:30 PM   FORUM 

7:30 PM   Ruth Group  

26  

7:15 PM   

Carilloneers  

27  

12:30 PM   

Touchstones  

7:30 PM   Boy 

Scouts  

28  

6:00 AM   Walking Gr oup  

8:30 AM   Men's Coffee  

9:30 AM   Team Meeting  

1:00 PM   Knitting Group  

7:30 PM   Council on 

Ministries Meeting -

Budget  

29  

7:30 PM   Choir 

Rehearsal  

30  

Adult 

Winter/Ski 

Retreat  

31  

Adult 

Winter/Ski 

Retreat  

 



January, 2009                                                                             Page 8

 Sundays 

Journey to 

Adulthood 
9:00 am. 

Rite 13 
10:00 am. 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 pm 

YOUTH GRADES  
AND ACTIVITIES : 

Forum ï high school 

Ski trip ï 7th and up 

Rite 13 ï 6th and 7th 

J2A ï 8th and 9th 

Mission Trip ï high school 

Youth Sunday Overnight ï  

7th and up 

 (juryôs still out on 6th) 

JOIN THE WISE MEN IN  

 SEARCHING FOR THE BABY JESUS.   
   MOST PEOPLE KNOW that the reason we exchange gifts on Christmas is to mirror 

the gifts that the Wise Men brought to the Christ Child.  What you might not know is 

that those gifts were given, not on Christmas Day, but on Epiphany.  Epiphany is 

January 6th ï the 12th day after Christmas.  Thatôs right ï the 12th day ï with all the 

turtle doves and geese a-laying, and maids a milking, etc.  This year we will celebrate 

Epiphany on Sunday January 4th.    This is how it goes:  we begin 

with a potluck dinner ï around 5:00.   Thereôs a special dessert 

with a secret about it.  After dinner, three special ones  - Wise Men 

(or women, boys or girls) ï lead the group through the darkened 

church building ï guided by a few battery-powered candles ï to 

locate the star over the baby in the manger.  When we find the 

baby we, like the Wise Men before us, will worship him.  We will 

sing a few songs and hear a story or two.   Then, also like the Wise 

Men, we will continue our journey home,  carrying with us a special instruction and a 

special blessing.  This is a great family event ï kids love the search for the baby 

through the dark church.  Itôs a great way to continue Christmas beyond the presents 

and the tree.   The whole celebration should be finished by 7:00 p.m. 

Y O U T H  W I N T E R  W E E K E N D                    
(7th grade and up)  WE ARE  AGAIN doing a Winter Week-

end rather than strictly a Ski Weekend.  Here are the details:  On 

Friday, January 23rd we will leave the First Congregational 

Church in Winchester around 6:30. EAT DINNER AT HOME!  

We will arrive in Danvers (Danvers)(*($^@&%(*@)???) at 

around 7:00.  There we will have access to both an incredible in-

door waterpark (go on www.sheratonferncroft resort.com to see 

details) and an arcade.  On Saturday, the skiing group will leave for Gunstock Moun-

tain where they will ski for the day.   Those who choose to remain behind can play in 

the waterpark, the arcade and (with the accompaniment of an adult) the fitness center.  

Saturday night, we will have a group dinner at a nearby restaurant.  Sunday ï we will 

share worship together and then have a few hours for waterpark, arcade, and fitness 

center.   We expect to be back to the church by  on the 25th by 1:00 at the latest.   

While we are away, we will gather as we always do for group worship and discussion.  

Missed the deadline?  See Judy. 

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  

DAY OF SERVICE  
     THIS YEAR THE RITE 13 AND J2A YOUTH are invited to join City Mission 

Societyôs  youth in honoring Martin Luther Kingôs message of peace at their second 

annual MLK Day of Service.  On January 17, 2009 we will join with volunteers from 

churches all over the area and perform a variety of services throughout the city, from 

painting and cleaning at service sites to packing up books and other items to be 

shipped to people in need.  Last year over 140 churches participated.  This year the 

focus is on including youth.  Come and meet kids from other area churches; come and 

help kids from other area churches.  ALL ARE INVITED FROM MIDDLE SCHOOL 

THROUGH OLD AGE.  We will go as a group.  Thereôs a $20 per person donation to 

defray the cost of two meals, supplies and transportation.  Interested?  Let Judy know. 

 YOUTH  
MISSION TRIP 

SCHEDULED 

FOR  

FEBRUARY 

IS GOING TO BOSTON?  Thatôs right, 

Boston.  Parts of our own city are as for-

eign to us as Puerto Rico or Staten Is-

land.  The Forum Mission Trip will be 

during the February vacation ï February 

15th to the 21st.  2009.  Again this year, 

weôre at an urban setting ï and working 

with inner city poor ï leaning from them 

and, hopefully, giving to them.  We will 

attend a jazz worship service and share a 

meal with the homeless.  Like the other 

two urban trips, we will be sleeping in a 

church hall and making many of our own 

meals.  Unlike other trips, we will be using 

public transportation exclusively.   AND, we 

will have a night out in the city to see a show.   

Check your mailboxes (snail and e) for details 

and registration forms.   

PARENTS OF TEENS GATHERING 
 The Parents of Teen gatherings continue on the first Sunday of the month at the same time the J2A class takes 

place ï 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  We will meet on January 4th for discussion and brainstorming.  We will meet in the 6th 

grade classroom ï up the stairs by the sacristy or the stairs by the family room. Come join us.   

http://www.sheratonferncroftresort.com/
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Touchstones ,  IS A WEEKLY WOMENôS WELLNESS AND FAITH FORUM EXPLORING ISSUES OF FAITH, 

SPIRITUALITY AND HEALTH.  WE MEET ON TUESDAYS FROM 12;30 TO 2:00 PM IN THE PALMER ROOM.  ALL 

ARE WELCOME.  PLEASE INVITE YOUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY FRIENDS  

Health  & Wellness Ministry  

TOUCHSTONES SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY, 2009 

     During this winter term, we will look at Contemporary Chris-

tians who embody the Holy Sprit and point to new and valued 

directions for us all to consider.  This focus grew out of our inter-

faith series.  By looking beyond our boundaries, we return to 

deepen our own faith foundation. 

Tuesday, January 6    Finding Grace through the Bodyôs Wis-

dom ;  Susan Lennox, Facilitator.  We are pleased to ñwelcome 

backò Susan.  She will lead the group in exercises based on the 

practice of BioSpiritual Focusing, a body-oriented method that 

taps into our inner wisdom and opens us to the grace within.  

Tuesday, January 13   Contemporary Christians Mentors, 

Prophets and Healers ;  Facilitated by Rev. Meredith Allen, 

UCC Minister and Winchester Resident.   

Tuesday, Jan 27  Meet John OôDonahue, Poet, Philosopher, 

and Christian Scholar.  This session on Contemporary Chris-

tians will be led by Sister Kathleen  from Covenant Health 

System of Lexington, MA  and Touchstone member Mary Ann 

Outwater.                                                       

     ñToo often we remain exiled from what is truly sacred, the world 

around us and the divine imagination that created it.ò  JOôD    

 

C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S  
 

WINTER TERM LEARNING CENTERS 2009 FOR GRADES ONE THROUGH FIVE  
 For our Learning Centers this Winter, Grades One through Five will gather in the Tucker Room for a short Worship 

Time, then choose which Learning Center they would like to participate in that morning.  In January we will be led by members 

of the Health Ministry Commission.   Activities will be scattered throughout the building (and sometimes out of the building into 

the surrounding community) and parents can locate their children after church by checking the Attendance Lists posted on the 

door of the Tucker Room.  Projects will be active and sometimes messy, and sometimes weôll be going outdoors.  Children 

should come to class dressed informally and with cold weather gear handy. 

 

A SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS  
 Each of our Learning Centers has a leader who will be planning and organizing the activity for the morning, but each 

Sunday weôll need ñHelping Handsò to assist these dedicated and creative volunteers.  Please sign up on the door of the Tucker 

Room to indicate which Sundays youôll be there to help. 

   

Winter Term Preschool, PreK, and Kindergarten Classes  
These classes will meet in their regular classrooms and continue with their Invitation Bible Studies Curriculum, which 

focuses on the boyhood and ministry of Jesus and the things he taught us.  Stop in their classrooms to meet their teachers and 

offer your help!! 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR For WINTER TERM  
Sunday, January 4 ï Winter Term Beginsé 

é for all classes.  Learning Centers for Grades 1-5 will begin with an ñEpiphany Star Partyò in the Tucker 

Room, as we celebrate the visit of the Wisemen to Jesus. 

 

Sunday, January 11 through 

  February 22 ï Winter Term Continuesé. 

é each Sunday during these months, with the First through Fifth Grades meeting in Learning Centers and the 

younger classes meeting in their regular classrooms. 

 

Sunday, March 1 ï Spring Term Begins. 

  é with all classes back in their regular classrooms and with new Teaching Teams in place. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!  
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY  

Sharing Our Stories ï Sharing Our Faith  

(A Continuation of our Holy Conversations Dialogue in  2008 - 2009)  

Each month members of our congregation, privately or in small groups, reflect on Conversations on the 

Journey  around a spe cific theme for the month.  Please use this material to join us in your own reflections, 

individually , as a family,  and/or when you meet with a church group or commission  this month . 

 

 

 
 

 
 

BIBLE STORY:   John 15:12 -17  
 

[On the night before he died Jesus said to his disciples] ñThis is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends. You 

are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 

does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 

giving you these commands so that you may love one another.ò  

 

MY STORY/OUR STORY: 
 

The Center of our life together as disciples of Jesus ï perhaps the ñmarching ordersò for our journey in the 

coming year -- might be put into these words: 

We trust God  -- We are faithful to Jesus -- We care for one another.  

Given the challenges before our faith community and our world, what might it mean for us as individuals/as a 

churché 

1. é to trust God in the coming year? 

2. é to be faithful to Jesus in the coming year? 

3. é to care for one another in the coming year? 

 

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER:  (To be used when groups meet) 
 

Spend a few moments in silent prayer for the person on your right.  If something they shared during the 

above ñconversationò particularly struck you, you could offer a silent prayer of gratitude for their openness, a 

prayer of comfort and love for a concern they expressed.  If nothing specific comes to mind, silently thank 

God for their presence and for the opportunity you both have to share the journey of faith with each other.  

The leader will draw the time of silent prayer to a close with ñAmenò. 

January 2009 Theme  é. A FELLOWSHIP OF 

DISCIPLES  
 

ñCalled as partners in Christôs service, called to ministries of grace, 

We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.  

May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend.  

Equal partners in our caring to fulfill Godôs chosen end.ò 

-- New Century Hymnal 495 

 

 ñé where two or three come together in my name,  

there am I with them.ò  

 ðfrom Matthew 18:15-20, NIV 
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TEACHING STORY:   

 

A Korean master has said, ñTogether-action is like washing potatoes. When people wash potatoes in Korea, 

instead of washing them one at a time, they put them all in a tub full of water. Then someone puts a stick in 

the tub and pushes it up and down, up and down. This makes the potatoes rub against each other; as they 

bump into each other, the hard crusty dirt falls off. If you wash potatoes one at a time, it takes a long time to 

clean each one, and only one potato gets clean at a time. If they are all together, the potatoes clean each 

other.ò    

 

     For the New Year, 1981  

    Denise Levertov 

      I have a small grain of hopeï 

      one small crystal that gleams 

      clear colors out of transparency. 

 

      I need more. 

 

      I break off a fragment 

      to send you. 

 

      Please take 

      this grain of a grain of hope 

      so that mine won't shrink. 

 

      Please share your fragment 

      so that yours will grow. 

 

      Only so, by division, 

      will hope increase, 

 

      like a clump of irises, which will cease to flower 

      unless you distribute 

      the clustered roots, unlikely sourceï 

      clumsy and earth-coveredï 

      of grace.                                     

 

Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred 

pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically 

tuned to each other? They are of one accord by 

being tuned, not to each other, but to another 

standard to which each one must individually bow. 

So one hundred worshippers meeting together, 

each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer 

to each other than they could possibly be were they 

to become "unity" conscious and turn their eyes 

away from God to strive for closer fellowship. Social 

religion is perfected when private religion is purified.  

               A. W. Tozer 

A Prayer For Our Journey Together  

 

Our lives are a journey,  

and the road goes on before us. 

 

Itôs a road that begins with our birth, 

winding its way through broad and sunny meadows 

and leading toward distant mountains,  

crossing placid rivers and snaking through dark and 

shadowy canyons. 

 

As we journey we welcome other travelers.  

Together we share our lives,  

our experiences, our hopes, and fears. 

We learn from each other.  

We are at home with each other. 

 

We celebrate the Spiritôs presence in the journey,  

in finding joy, in being home. 

For the bread that sustains us on our journey  

and for the guides and companions who walk with us, 

we offer thanks and praise to God.      

 

Inhabit our hearts, God of our journey.   

As we travel on through temptation and obedience, 

betrayal and commitment,  

doubt and assurance, sorrow and joy,  

keep us mindful that we do not walk alone:  

That you are Presence in our midst:  

That you walk beside us and dance ahead of us  

into the future. 

 

Be here among us with all of your wisdom,  

all of your power, all of your mercy, all of your love 

that we might learn to be like God  

from our God who came to be like us.  

  
                                              Amen 



WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 

The FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

21 Church Street 

Winchester, MA  01890 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested 

Can you help deliver ñLittle Red 

Wagonò food donations to area 

pantries such as The Woburn 

Council of Social Concern?  Please 

call  

Bruce Lauterwasser 

At 781-729-9087. 

The Dwelling Place, a Ministry of Food 

and Fellowship.  Come join us! 
     The Dwelling Place is a collaboration of area churches 

that prepares and serves meals for individuals and families in 

need.  Through this twenty-year old partnership, meals are 

provided on several nights each week at the Woburn Method-

ist Church.  Our FCC is responsible for the meal on the third 

Saturday of each month.  Volunteering at the Dwelling Place 

is fun, easy, and very rewarding.  It's a great opportunity to 

meet other FCC families and help people who need assis-

tance.  Typically, three church individuals and/or families 

will divide up the preparation of the meal, bring it to the 

church at 5:15 p.m., and then serve it together, finishing at 

about 6:30 p.m.   We will provide you well ahead of time 

with all the information that you need (including recipes).  

Sign up on the board in the Church lobby, or contact Sarah 

Gallop (seg@mit.edu or 781-729-2821) or Karen Roberts 

(kerob@comcast.net or 781-729-0518). 

 

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST 

to keep in mind when you are 

shopping for items to bring to 

The Little Red Wagon:. 

     The Woburn Council of So-

cial Concern says, ñListed be-

low are some of the foods we 

are most in need of at this 

time.ò 

Baked beans 

 canned lunch (Spaghettios) 

canned meat (stew, Spam, chili)   

cereal, jelly, juice,  

peanut butter, powdered milk; 

rice/rice mixtures, 

 soup, spaghetti,  

spaghetti sauce, and tuna. 

Knitting Group  
Wednesdays, 1 pm to 2 pm 

Family Room (at the top of the 

stairs on the Vine Street side  

of the church) 

Whether youôre a beginner or a 

pro, come join us!   

 

Needed: help for  

Meals on Wheels. 
 

Help is needed for lunch 

deliveries.  

 If you can volunteer on 

a Thursday, either your-

self or as part of a team, 

please contact 

 Carol Moriarty at   

781-729-8885 or 

Ccmoriarty@aol.com for 

the details. 

mailto:Ccmoriarty@aol.com

