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CENTERING
POI NTSé

as we begin the
New Year together

A Wh at
webve been

A éwe O head expressions of
deep, abiding faith and of the desire
to explore that faith and to move it
forward T move it deeper i into even
more Ari sk
find out where those growing edges
are taking us.

OWe ©believe
cern a shared theological and bibli-
cal identityé
our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS,
our O CENTERI N@Ve
would like to offer these to you, our
faith family, for your further consid-
erationoé

--The Pastoral Team

Please see page 11 for a full de-
scription of CENTERING POINTS,
which will be part of our church life
each month from January through
June of 2008.
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The New Church Coming Up in 2008
DirECtory is being worked

on as we speak! Please keep in
mind that the Directory team needs
a picture, in digital format, of your
family. Note: a family picture can

incredi bl ybe# pictu of 8 Kigdf@nily, €nieC e
havi ng Higm-sized family or a family of

just one person!

If you do not happen to have a
digital photo of your family, not to
worry! The Team will be taking

t a kiiton g digited ghd@o® ak the @hdiréh tiniJa@us

ary and February, so you will have
the opportunity to get one. Watch

Touchstones will begin a new series
on January 8th about Finding Your
Inner GPS. There will be a five-part
Bible study series on healing, starting
on January 15; and in the February
3" Eleventh Hour there will be a
60o0d Books program (sponsored by
the Health Ministry) about Mary
Oliver, the Pulitzer-Prize-winning
poet and her work, focusing on her
book, Thirst. Again this year there
will be ballroom dancing lessons in
the Chidley Dance Studio. Work on
the Capital Campaign continues, as
do many programs even as we work

- to develop new programs and out-

up with this photegh Happy NelvY¥a@u Ol | pa
w h adbn thdekp@Ridn, asbhe Dir&etary | e d
progresses.
POI NTSOo

. IN THIS ISSUE:
Leaves from the Library
2008 is here! [ParispIsfe t i me f opp.23New
Year s resol ut i opogmissiondpdages t i me.-4 f or
curling up with a good book, and ~ Outreach _ p- 5
watching the snow drifting down. Capital Campaign p- 6

. Calendar p. 7
So check out your church library v

. . outh p. 8
for good authors like Frederick Seasons of the Spirit p. 9
Buechner, Karen Armstrong and Church School News p. 9
Barbara Kingsolver...First thing you Health and Wellness p. 10
know the robins will be returning! Centering Points p 11
Help Wanted Last Page



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.

Winchester is a Christian Family An Open and Affirming Congregation

encouraging spiritual growth The Congregation, Ministers to the World

through worship, friendship,
learning and action.

First Congregational Church of i

Blessing
Blessed be the Creator

And all creative hands
Which plant and harvest,
Pack and haul and
Hand over sustenance.
Blessed be carrot and cow,
Potato and mushroom,
Tomato and bean,
Parsley and peas,

Onion and thyme, garlic and bay leaf,
Pepper and water,
Marjoram and oil,

And blessed be fire
And blessed be the enjoyment
Of nose and eye,
And blessed be color
And blessed be the Creator
For the miracle of red potato
For the miracle of green bean,
For the miracle of fawn mushrooms,
And blessed be God
For the miracle of earth:
Ancestors, grass, bird,
Deer and all gone
Wild creatures whose bodies become
Carrots, peas and wild flowers, who
Give sustenance to human hands, whose
Agile dance of music nourishes the ear
And soul of the dog
Resting under the stove
And the woman working over
The stove and the geese
Out the open window
Strolling in the back yard
And blessed be God
For all, all, all.
0 Alla Renee Bozarth

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life
Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education
Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness
Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate)

T—

i
The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor |
l|

Greet the rising sunon Wednesday
mornings with the Walking Group.
Meet at the church, ready to go at
6:00 a.m. Conditions permitting, we
walk during all seasons. All are
welcome! Dogs too.

R s s St St S L |
9 o

o

|

H We hold in love and prayer
+ the many people within our
» congregation, families, and

U% community who are

| . .

. undergoing medical
treatments, facing

|

I

I

| uncertainties, and dealing |
" with loss. God, please be

ﬂ" with them, as well as their
I

I

[

I

o, o o, o o o, o o, o o,

families, friends and

caregivers during these

difficult times. y
et e g ]

0 Ripley Chapel is open %
every Sunday morning
prior to the worship
service for those who seek

a quiet place for
meditation.

Please let us know if you
would like to be visited or
to receive other support
from the church. We share
your joys and concerns
and would like to help.
Call the church office (729
-9180) or speak to a
minister or deacon in
person.

Have you seen our church
website?

www.fcc-winchester.org

COMMUNION is available to
church school teachers at 9:30
a.m. on Communion Sundays in
Ripley Chapel.

COMMUNION is also available
to home-bound members and
others who are unable to attend
worship. Call the Health Ministry
office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16.

The Spire

Your input will help us to make the
Spire responsive to the needs and
interests of our church community.

The deadline for submissions is the
15th of the preceding month (i.e., the
deadline for the November Spire is
October 15).  Submissions may be
made to the Spire mailbox in the
Church office or via e-mail to
reddingmed@aol.com.

Church Office & Ministers
E-mail Contact Information:

Office Manager:
Marianne Motherway
first.congregational@
verizon.net, ext 00

skip.waterbury@verizon.net
ext. 14

1
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1

1

1

1

1

1

, 1
Skip I
1

jarnoldfccw(@verizon.net, :
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

o

Judy
ext. 23

isisghound@yahoo.com,
ext. 15

kathleenzag@aol.com,
ext. 16
jringfrank@comcast.net

Carol

Kathleen

Jane

Ken

ken.orth@comecast.net

January 2008

Page 2




. The CENTERING POINT

Pastoral Team Letter : " for JANUARY
nl donot do poetry. l-oJoin your Ministry Team and the

® Congregation in considering to-

gether our SHARED UNDER-

STANDI NGS. We kno

Dear Friends in Christ,,
If you had eavesdropped on the initial Health Ministry discussion about selecting a
book of poetry for the February Good Book Read, you would have heard our reluctance--

. ce bel i eveté We exper
--actually, our skepticism. We anti ci pated that many f I sFeSelk gF eeP O NS sS; gW Ov\l,Ie| dI
p 0 e t Weywerorelatively confident about our assessment since the committee held =
mi xed reactions to poetry and had | nﬂ\’%’e%n%w&ﬁt@eﬂe‘é’éoﬁe%lﬁl(ﬁen&f Ma
Thirst. However, as we read aloud selected verses, optimism grew. »a loving God, éand
My interest in poetry was cultivated more as an adult. I found poems provided a vehi- =~ entering Point for our lives.

cle to encapsulate what I felt or thought about a life experience or milestone. By reciting *®
apoem [ was often saying, i L i sTleins was my ePkepydinkinewce, t 00. 0
the universal underpinnings of an event reassuring me of both my humanity and divine ~ a " © love because God first loved us.
connections. Through their craft, poets both past and present continue to share their wis- = -- 1 John 4:19

n

dom with me, but that was not always true. A common barrier to appreciating poetry is Like a lover who spends all his time

the fAeffortod that many toof au sp oeexrebostonewigegre rfyi-tﬁirﬁ(ihgofhi@ ciisfan‘?lgvé’, ced
this difficulty dates back to those early reads of Beowulf and Shakespeare in old English = God has been thinki ¢ .

verse. Poet Laureate Billy Collins under s% anoéisalS FRTSEREF YT r t o
sent day youth appreciation of his art. Here is his poem entitled Introduction to Poetry. : before I was born,

for all eternity.

d Ernesto Cardenal

I ask them to take a poem
and hold it up to the light

like a color slide 1. Where and how have you experi-

enced Goddés | ove fo

or press an ear against its hive. days and weeks?

I say drop a mouse into a poem
and watch him probe his way out,

2. The first question we may ask
when we enter the worldis# Wh o a m
| ? Ve may spend the rest of our
livé Anling answers to that question.
Think a moment about the words you
would use to describe yourself and

or walk inside the poembs
and feel the walls for a light switch.

I want them to waterski who you are. I am
across the surface of a poem é . Where would @l
waving at the authords namespgyvihg SsHUDGE.-occur (

you?

But all they want to do
is tie the poem to a chair with rope
and torture a confession out of it.

3. Think about our life together as a
congregation. Where do you see God
at work in our church? How close to
or far from the center of our work
together might God be found?

They begin beating it with a hose
to find out what it really means.

Mr. Collins suggests a more playful approach to poetry.  Speaking for the - 4 . | f God were mor e
HealthMi ni stry Committee, I promi se, nTheeei wg ! Poib®t @ 0i nt yd un
El eventh Hour on February third. o ]

congregation and in our work to-

gether, what might that look like?

How might we move f
Aithere?o0

of her wor k.

Cepied oF th® CentBing Rointf Rer @
flection for January, plus other
readings and resources for the
month, are on the table outside the
church office and in the back of the
sanctuary.

I am not going to entice you with an advance rationale for the selection of the book,
Thirst except to say that it's a matter of faith. Nor am I going to provide you with Mary
Ol'iverds background o rinstsad hepcouege yo@to expers
ence her craft first hand at the Good Book Read. Di scover this au
number of reasons... because you possess a cultivated appreciation for poetry, or you are
familiar with other works by this Cape Cod Pulitzer Prize winning author, or simply be-
cause you are willing to give poetry a second listen.

Whatever the reason, we look forward to seeing you on the first Sunday of February.

Kathleen Zagata for the Health Ministry Commission

¢
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l Commission UPdates

It takes many people with diverse
experience, skills and interests and a great
deal of commitment to support the
ministries and programs of our Church.

Officers

Moderator David Mortensen

Clerk Anne Hoenicke

Treasurer Peter Van Aken

Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner

Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted
Lamson, Ron Tuccelli

Historian Bob Stone

Librarian Marjorie Moore

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care
Penny Sparrow, Head Deacon; Lynne
Rahmeier, Peter Woolford, Tom Kahl,
Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zimmerman; Joe
Carter, Steve Haggett, Janice Wilson. The
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the
spiritual care of the Church and provides
active administrative leadership.

Christian Education
Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble

and Susan Lennox (co-chairs), Jim
Donovan, Bob Mclndoe, Peter
Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury.
Children/Youth: Debra Damren and
Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen
Crawford, MaryEllen Eagan, Karen
Roberts, Thomie Tucci, Cindy
Wankowicz.

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore. The
Education Commission facilitates and
oversees religious education programs for
people of all ages in the Church through
three committees. The Adult Education
Committee, the Children/Youth Education
Committee and the Library Committee

Facilities & Personnel

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe
Bianco, Marianne Carter, Jon Galli, Bob
Lord, Andy McKinley, Paul Richardson,
Bryan Tardiff.

Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meg
Shin (co-chairs), Joe Harris, Cindy
Mutterperl, Alex Rohall The Facilities &
Personnel Commission oversees all
matters of personnel policy and of the
care and

Financial Resources

Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey,
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi, Carl

control 0

Turissini.  FR oversees programs to
provide financial support of and
donations to the church, and arranges for
management of t he
and other funds.

Health Ministry Karen Martin, Sybil
Richardson (Flower Committee) and
Branda Wilhoite, co-chairs; Laura Bryan,
Pam Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy
Crabtree, Kathryn Scholl, Bob Shirley.
The Health Ministry Commission
encourages members to enhance their
faith by living the connection between
wellness and spirituality, both personally
and in ministry to others. Educational
offerings and healthy life style events are
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness
and fun in mind.

Leadership DevelopmentJan Koss and
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), Jean
Mortensen. This Commission plans and
implements programs to enhance the
leadership skills of persons active in the
church, and seeks
and interests with the various needs of the
Church organization.

Membership Life & Development

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred
Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Paul
Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn, Louise
Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury. The
Membership Life and Development
Commission develops programs to
increase Church membership and to
strengthen the life of the Church.

Outreach Linda Alexander and Paula
Giancola (co-chairs), Beth Bernhardt,
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy
Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser, Anne
Leiserson, Maryann McCall-Taylor,
Walter Ogier. The Outreach Commission
promotes opportunities for outreach
ministries and giving by all persons
associated with the Church and oversees
the outreach programs and mission giving
of the church.

Email

r L |
1 1
1 1
1 1
I Using email is a good way to make |
I quick and efficient distribution of |
: inftorﬁla‘%ion (?ﬁahdinc ee(l)in S gi)ldr :
; other relevant aspects of church life.” |
1 If you would like to share your email
I address with the church, please 1
I contact the office at !
: first.congregational@verizon.net or :
1 leave a note in the church office. I
[ ol

For your reflection
c‘ﬁ?"ﬁ‘?mé“ﬁe%gjﬁ"%@ Y 1

January 6
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

January 13
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43;
Matthew 3:13-17

January 20
Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11;
I Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

January 27

Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1,

4-9; I Corinthians, 1:10- || K \
18; Matthew 4:12-23 N
To: All Boards & Commissions
From: The Church Office

Re: Publications and Mailings

In order to efficiently process materials
submitted to the church office, we request
your attention to the following important
deadlines:

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

The Spire the 15th, monthly

Bulk Mailings  processed Mon-Wed,
weekly

Minutes/Inserts three days before

mailing or publication
We appreciate your cooperation. We aim
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and
satisfactory manner. Any questions or

assistance, please call 729-9180.

* From the Church Office:

: Please note that due to reduced office :
- hours, more advanced planning -
. regarding mailings and other projects :
requiring office assistance will be
: necessary. Please submit to the office :
your request for mailings of 50 or more
+ on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.
-, Ehis wil} leave Thursdays and Fridays -
: free for Dbulletin production and :
. bookkeeping. = Thank you for your :
: cooperation! :

- Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, M-F

January 2008
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Our Churchdés Outreach Mi hthesnembers ofiowr chunch dfall ages st | b | e

ReaCh Ou give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need. Each month, the Outreach
Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving,

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family.

Outreach Spotlight on

Food Pantry at Council of Social Concern
Let 6s Fi | | Up t he Li

At Thanksgiving and Christmas time, there are many reminders that in the midst of
plenty, many folks continue to need our help to feed themselves and their families. And
we respond generously--we give turkeys and bags of food at Thanksgiving and food
baskets at Christmas. But what about after the holidays? In the post-holiday letdown, it
is harder to remember that the need continues.

Recent reports in regional and national news say that food pantries are seeing many
more people needing food and fewer donations coming in. So, the Outreach Commis-
sion invites you to join us in supporting the Food Pantry at the Council of Social Con-
cern in Woburn. Letdos see i f we can
aryd not just for the month, but also for each week!

The Need Is Increasing While Donations Are Decreasing

In a Nov. 8, 2007, article, the Boston Globe reported that food pantries in the region
and nationwide are experiencing an increase in the number of people needing food. At
the same time, food pantries, food banks and soup kitchens have seen a decrease in
food contributionsd from supermarkets and warehouses as well as individuals.

Council of Social Concern

Food Pantry Wish List
Listed below are some of the food items
. vteaﬁerﬁmtin&e@o t this gon !
Baked Beans
Canned Fruit
Canned Lunch (Spaghettios, etc.)
Canned meat (stew, Spam, chili, etc.)
Hot Cereal
Jelly
Peanut Butter
Powdered Milk
fildl t heSoupi ttl e Red W
Also needed$5 or $10 gift certificates
to Market Basket or Stop and Shop

Help Deliver Food to the Food Pantry!
You can help the Food Pantry and see it

The Globe article quotes several f qodyoRs@fB judtFenup @ Riivé fosdt r at

2006 to 2007, we experienced a 23.38
Pessia, executive director of the Merrimack Valley Food Bank, which provides food to
about 100 pantries and soup kitchens in Greater Lowell, the North Shore, and southern

New Hampshire. €She estimates that
year . o0

In an email exchange, I asked Karen Colatrella, Food Pantry Director at the Council
of Soci al Concern, if she is seeing

that it seems to me that we are seeing an increase in Food Pantry use. We have had to
add extra appointments in November and December (although this is partly due to los-
ing Food Pantry days because of the holidays), and we are giving out a great deal of

P Ehd F608 Phiitry ishENorth v8bsrg | n
about a 15- to 20-minute drive from Win-
chester. For information or to sign up,
d e mgntaét Brudd Lhuterwassefdt € a s e
7817299087

t he skEventsofiNote:menon.

February 9, 2008
Merrimack Valley
Habitat for Humanity
we  geafls foSHRed GAl§ mMOT € n
DiBurro's, 887 Boston Road
an i ncBra@fcdSMA i N Food |

» mafibh, b_| de@id@@cobnRakthed s ai
0si tyFebruaty 26, 2@0ger al |,

emergency boxes. It al so seems that
until at least sometime in January before I can give you exact figures. I will say that I
woul dnodt be at al | surprised to see
weather is upon us already, and peop|l €ont@&tLidaXl€inder fol Bokehinfore d a I
As for donations to the food pantrp'”y
now, there is an outpouring of gene
chance to enter donations and compar

She continued: fi can tell you t ha
February, we are usually desperately in need of food. You also may be interested in
knowing that we distributed approximately 350 Thanksgiving food baskets to Woburn
and Winchester families, and we have close to 400 requests for Christmas. We are cur-

e t hRasshéhbisétts @oalitioh | ast )
donaforithe Admelék® t aper o
Legislative Action Day
At the Massachusetts State House
9am. -3 pm.

rently serving close to 250 families|[ Keyibw pehkbr: Larg Cod BxecltiveO
Letds Fill Up the Little Red Wagon! Director, Amnesty International USA
Karen Colatrella began her email t B BIBMcW@artdr, Who Mtténded IdstRears ks f
port: AWe certainly rely on the fai tfhlegl®ivemtoRdaytsyys: tARexcBl€! p U
hel ping neighborsd6, and we are gr at|eltntrdviewfolstate adtiitRis povid@ip o 1 t

Church of Winchester. 0

Letds continue our support and rea
Red Wagon each week in January. Each week, bring in food items (see Wish List be-
low) and put them in the red wagon at the back of the sanctuary or in the church lobby.

including non-public groups who deal

C With HHeless idsu@s, ardl thd oppéttg-i g h b o
nity is available to meet with your state
reps and lobby for your favorite pro-

ltds a New Year . Let 6s start sol vi [ grantshe problem of worl

a time.
-Linda Alexander

For more information, contact Bill
McCarter at: whmccarter@comcast.net

January 2008
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Capital Campaign Update:
STABILITY AND VITALITY

Did you know that 10% of our congregation has been members for 50 years or more, while 10% has joined the church in the 21*
century? This mix of bedrock and new energy, combined with strong faith and a willingness to learn and grow, has always been
fruitful in the life of our church.

Our church has a long and colorful history, dating back to the foundation of the First Church of Charlestown, Massachusetts in
1632. In the words of church historian, Dr. Leonor M. Rich, "Grim and terrible as the religion of those early Puritans was, rigid
and severe in doctrine and barren in sentiment, there was in it a humanity, a strength and a solidarity, which lent its worshippers an
almost majestic power and dignity, lifting them to heights of achievement both heroic and sublime.” The times and our church have
come a long way in the past 400 years, but the presence of God's spirit actively at work in our faith community has always been
strong.

Some landmarks of growth and change

1642- A colony moved from Charlestown to establish First Congregational Church of Woburn.
1840- 97 members of Woburn church received permission to establish the First Congregational Church of South Woburn;
church members later led the petition the state legislature to incorporate the separate town of Winchester in 1850.
1853- Original church meeting house completely destroyed by fire. The small but vigorous and visionary congregation quickly
raised $26,000 (over $5 million in t edgyahyréhstructue.l | ar s)
1854- New church building dedicated nine months after the fire.
1921- Practice of renting pews discontinued in order to welcome visitors with more freedom and greater hospitality. Church
thereafter supported by members' free-will offerings.
1927- Last major renovations to church structure completed, including a new chancel with central pulpit and choir stalls, me-
morial stained-g | ass wi ndows, and the AParish Houseo addition
Chidley Hall, kitchen, and Ripley Chapel.
1961- First Congregational Church voted to approve and join the Constitution of the United Church of Christ.
1969- Fiske pipe organ installed.
197671 Innovative Ministry Team model adopted by church to better serve the changing needs of the congregation in spiritual
nurture and outreach.
2001- We became an Open and Affirming Congregation, intentionally welcoming people of all ages, races, genders, sexual
orientation, economic status, ethnicity and religious traditions to join us in worship and full participation in the life of our
church.

Our strong foundation of faith and tradition, along with a willingness to be led by the spirit and embrace challenge and change,

has enabled our congregation to thrive over time.

Now is another pivotal time for our congregation to join together and invest in our shared vision for the future.

Over the past several months, we have been acti v e ltogup-l
port the ministries of our congregation for the current and future generations. Our committee has been reaching out to as many
groups in the church as possible and energetically discussing your ideas with the council of church leaders. We will be holding a
congregational meeting after worship one Sunday in January to update the congregation at large on the proposed shape and scope
of the capital campaign.

All of the projects we are considering connect to the spiritual themes illuminated in our Holy Conversations process: WEL-
COME/COMMUNITY, STEWARDSHIP, SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT and OUTREACH. Some big items such as the roof

(repair or replace?), stained glass windows, and epdrerli

our dreams for the f ut U whichrepresens both gordastesprdstap,of tht erdronmegt, agd ofene n O
financial resources over time - is a cause that has wide-spread support; this may include installing solar panels and/or a geothermal
heating and cooling system. In addition, outreach is a priority for many in the congregation. We envision dedicating a sizable por-
tion of the capital funds we raise to significant outreach partnerships, which are being actively researched by the Outreach Commis-
sion.

The energy, need and vision for this proposed capital campaign have been building for several years, beginning with the
AMontgomery Committeed in 2002, t h-d an@Cthefolyt Canversfienspmassig n H
2005-6. Based on this groundwork, and a strong sense of spirit and vitality in our community and ministries, we sense that the time
is right to step up to our honor and responsibility as

In 2040, we wil!/ be celebrating our churchos bi cetrst en
When the congregation gathers to rejoice and remember, what will our legacy be?

Yours in Christ,
The Capital Campaign Planning Committee
Paul Rahmeier, Jena Roy, Linda Alexander, Chris Noble,
Bruce Alexander, Nick Wankowicz, Deirdre Giblin and Kris Montgomery

January 2008 Page 6
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JOIN THE WISE MEN

IN SEARCHING FOR THE BABY

JESUS.

th (ﬁ;)rfluts;[h& d Most people know that the reason we ex-
Gt o fh3 gy change gifts on Christmas is to mirror the

el gifts that the Wise Men brought to the

o 9:157 9:45 a.m.
Rite 13 Christ Child. What you might not know is

Sundays
Prime Time

P
\\ (‘DKA\ ) i (e 7

) p
10:00-11:00 a.m. that those gifts were given, not on Chri.st—
mas Day, but on Epiphany. Epiphany is
January 6™ 7 the 12" day after Christmas.
Forum That 68therld" dapitwith all the

9th-12th Grades turtle doves and geese a-laying, and maids
7:301 8:30 p.m. a milking, etc. This year Epiphany falls on a Sunday which gives us the perfect reason to
celebrate it. SO LET6S DO I T! Tihi

Tuesdays 0 n e-0Mise Men (or women, boys or girls) T lead the group through the darkened
church building i guided by a few battery-powered candles i to locate the star over the
D&D baby in the manger. When we find the baby we, like the Wise Men before us, will wor-
2:30 - 4:00 p.m. ship him. We will sing a few songs and hear a story or two. Then, also like the Wise

in the Forum Room Men, we will continue our journey home 1 carrying with us a special instruction and a
Grade 7 and up special blessing. This is a great family event i kids love the search for the baby through

the dark church. ltds a great way to

The whole celebration should be finished by 7:00 p.m.

THE SKI TRIP MYSTERY?? IS IT SOLVED OR IS IT JUST BEGINNING?

The answer is BOTH:! The mystery of where and when is solved. We will be doing a Winter Weekend rather than strictly
a Ski Weekend. Here are the details: On Friday, January 25" we will leave the First Congregational
Church in Winchester around 4:00. We will arrive in Danvers (Danvers)(*($"@&%(*@)???) at
around 4:45. There we will have access to both an incredible indoor waterpark (go on
www.sheratonferncroft resort.com to see details) and an arcade. On Saturday, the skiing group will
leave for Gunstock Mountain where they will ski for the day. Those who choose to remain behind
can play in the waterpark, the arcade and (with the accompaniment of an adult) the fitness center.
Saturday night, we will have a group dinner at a nearby restaurant. Sunday T we will share worship

together and then have a few hours for waterpark, arcade, and fitness center. We expect to be back
y UTH to the church by 1:00 on the 27" at the latest. While we are away, we will gather as we always do
.n er for group worship and discussionit hi s year s theme is myster

eekend with Judy.

HOLIDAY TIME PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING

Once again this year, the fall holiday season has illuminated the connection between our faith and the way we use our most pre-
cious resources T our time and our money.

In November, adults in the congregation drove youth and 38 frozen turkeys to Pilgrim Church in Dorchester. When we were
there, Pastor John Odams shared some about their ministry to the homeless and the hungry. We were thrilled to see that last yea r
donation to help replace their broken freezer was doing double duty i they had been able to buy a freezer AND a refrigerator with it.
This enables them to have refrigerated food for the food pantry clients

The Christmas Giving Tree was a great success this year. We had more gift givers than we had tags requesting gifts. Again, for-
tune smiled on us. The recipients of this year 6s Giend,
and the Germaine Lawrence School. We have worked with these three organizations for years. They have come to rely on us so
Christmas can come to life in the lives of their clients and in the hearts of this congregation. Thank you.

2008 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN UPDATE: THANK YOU to all who have pledged so far! We have some won-

derful pledge commitments from New Pledgers! Welcome to you all! Also a great thank you to all of you who have increased your
pledge: there are many of you and you have done it well over any past average.

BUT we are still short on pledge units. We still need those of you who have pledged in the past to continue to bring your support
to the collective table. We appreciate it and count on it. Remember it is impossible to make budgeting plans for 2008 if we do rnt &
know who will really be giving. SO PLEASE MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TODAY!

0 The Financial Resources Commission
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRI

The twelve days of Christmas end on January 6,
which marks the beginning of the season of Epiph-

imani festation,
tionally, January 6 is celebrated as the day the wise
men arrived to visit Jesus, marking the revelation
of the new order for the whole world. As the light
continues to grow with each passing day in this
time of the year, we are asked to reflect upon ways
that the Spirit is revealing new truths and new light
in our own lives. What possibilities are being dis-
closed to us and made manifest in these days?

This year, our church is embarking on a journey
to explore further some of the shared understand-
ings that have come through the Holy Conversa-

any in the Christian calendar. i Epi phany

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

WINTER TERM LEARNING CENTERS 2008

means ForGrPdeslThrou h6
sure. Wi ARE®'WEEPERS OF THE EAR

Creative Children of a Creating God

In our Learning Centers this Winter we will explore what it means to be
faithful stewards of Gododés Creation
the problems produced by global warming.

Grades One through Six will gather in the Tucker Room for a short Wor-
ship Time, then choose which Learning Center they would like to participate
in that morning. Activities will be scattered throughout the building (and
sometimes out of the building into the surrounding community) and parents
can locate their children after church by checking the Attendance Lists
posted on the door of the Tucker Room. Projects will be active and some-

tions process. Since the season of Epiphany asks times messy, and sometimes wedll be
us to explore further the revelation of God, this to class dressed informally and with cold weather gear handy.

process is also a way for God to become revealed

and manifested in ever-deepening ways for us as A SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS

individuals and as a congregation. Each of our Learning Centers has a leader who will be planning and orga-

As we explore our first shared understanding, nizing the activity for the morning
Awe know ourselves t ol bye nidhsiol d o€ hsaxfi s& Iltheised dedi cated an
God, and that God is the Centering Point in our the door of the Tucker Room to indi
l'ives, 0 we may find ofrmpgelves challenged to see
how this is or is not manifest in the daily living of
how this WINTER TERM PRESCHOOL, PRE -K

In the season of Epiphany, the lectionary texts AND KINDERGARTEN CLASSES
always include scriptures that tell us of the baptism These classes will meet in their regular classrooms and continue with their
of Jesus. In many traditions, a renewal of our bap- Invitation Bible Studies Curriculum, which focuses on the boyhood and min-
tismal vows takes place in this season. Just as Je- istry of Jesus and the things he taught us. Stop in their classrooms to meet
sus heard Goddés words thithewluteachers @nd offifiey your leelp!b v ed s on,
in whom | delight, 0 aBp he rose out of the waters of
his baptism, we are also asked to take in anew CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR
these words of God to us, for we have been bap-
tized into Christdés bpdy as par tFOBleNngRCTcERMJni ty
of the church. Thus, we affirm that we all are the Sunday, January G
children of a loving God. Winter Term begins for all classes. Learning Centers for Grades 1-6 will

What would it mean if each of us truly took into begin with an fEpiphany Star Partyo

our hearts those words of affirmation, as well as
shared them with one another here at the
church? Would you see yourself and others with
different eyes? Would your actions reflect this
understanding of
source, a refuge and strength, a present help in
trouble, for each of us and for our community?

May God bless and enlighten us with an ever-
growing light in our Epiphany explorations of
Gododés |l ove, that we
loving God upon whom we can be centered and in
whom we are grounded, ready to love and serve
one another as we have first been loved and
served.

--Rev. Dr. Ken Orth,
Pastoral Counseling and
Spiritual Direction Affiliate

January 2008

God OF

the visit of the Wisemen to Jesus.

Sunday, January 13 through February 24

| Wjnteg, Term gontinues each Spnday, glg}ng thege months, with the First
through Sixth Grades meeting in Learning Centers and the younger classes
meeting in their regular classrooms.

Sunday, March 2

mp y Sarind Term ddgiosi witheall cdasses back in theit regalar classfooma and

with new Teaching Teams in place.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO YOU AND YOURS
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Health & Weliness Ministry

Touchstones
Finding Your I nner GPS* at Touchstones, a 0o me
Tuesdays 12:32:00 pm in the Palmer Room
The Dalai Lama "advocates studying and *The Global Positioning System(GPS) aids navigation utilizing a constellation
understanding other religions. Only through of at least 24 medium Earth orbit satellites that transmit precise microwave sig-
this, he believes, can lasting peace beals. The system enables a GPS receiver to determine its location, speed, direc-
achieved on this planet." --The Dalai Lama, tion, and time. There is no map for going into unknown territory, but we do
as quoted by the narrator in "The Wheel of possess an inner GPS or compass. In this series we will learn more about how to
Time," a film by Werner Herzog navigate our faith every day.
The series goal is to speak more deeply from our own tradition while being

AWhen you touch s o me oatueed twother traditiors. HiTBisyteiacra Iwleyp ve sel ected Budd
represents a tradition, you not only touch his By examining another faith or fAwayo
or her ftradition, you also touch your own. and live them more consciously. We begin to design our own practice.
This quality is essential for dialogue. When What direction will you point yourself in?
participants are willing to learn from each How will you chart your own course?
other, dialogue takes place just by their being What is the way of your faith?
together. When those who represent a spiri- What is the way of the Buddhist faith?
tual tradition embody the essence of their = We are all on the journey home to our true nature and God-realization. There
tradition, just the way they walk, sit, and is a profoundness in the way we practice and wear our faith. Join us this January
smile speaks vol umes aawepragtamotringerGPSt adi ti on. 0
0 0 Thich Nhat Hanh

Jan. 8  Guest speaker orinterspirituality, a profound form of interfaith
"l am the way." --Jesus understanding and communication.

Jan. 15 Buddhist guest speaker from the Cambridge Zen Center

Jan. 22 No meeting-- holiday week

HAPPY NEW YEAR Jan 29 "Living Buddha, Living Christ" series begins
To you and yours (Continues 2/5 & 2/12)
HEALING GOOD BOOK Ballroom Dancing
& THE BIBLE GROUP READ PROGRAM Lessons and
STUDY Valentine Dinner

For five nights in January and February i FEBRUARY 3RD Dance Coming Up!
the 15" through the 12" 7 you are invited . _ The popular series returns! Ballroom
to study Jesu sO0 s tat eldRR foih us at The PleWehth Hogr i 1 &nciggalésssons will be held Sundays
ma de you we 0. , WiogrdmMirfinfediat@ly aftercRufch sep- U 1 January 13 and 27, February 3 and & on
bodies are ailing, whether or not physical  vices on February 3rd for readings and  the 10thd Our Valentine's Ball. Each
improvement is taking place, this well- di scussion of Mary se@éniwileré Bofr 5 koa8tp@ Sntthe b 0 0 K

ness takes place behind and before cure.
This series is for people who are inter-
ested in wellness, people who find them-

of poetry, Thirst.
This 72-year-old Pulitzer-Prize-

Chidley Dance Studio.
With our instructor, Susan Rivers,

selves surrounded by disease and those
who are currently
develop a spiritual pattern of living that
will assist them when they do confront
trouble. The hope is that we will shift
our preoccupation with cure to preoccu-
pation with faith. When we have faith,
we are well. Join us for this series, Tues-
day nights at 7:30 beginning on January

winning poet is well known for her
powerful insights using the beauty of

A WiBrd. nQhis BoMlebtionh149 pod, N t

she turns to Christianity to help her
work through life, both grief and
joy. The first poem in this book be-
gins, 0 My work is

Come listen to her poetry and share
your thoughts.

students will brush up and gain confi-
dence with waltzing, fox trotting and
switngo dancing. The cost of the dance
series is $35 per couple. Dancers help
with preparation of one dinner. The se-
ries is open to the community so invite
bolr¥riendsg t he wor | d.

For more information, contact Dave
Weir at 781-729-3667.

15" A signup sheet is in the church The Health Ministry is sponsoring this
lobby. hour.
January 2008 Page 10
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CENTERING POINTS...as we begin the New Year together

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Faith, heard you and Godés Spirit s
each other. Wedd | i ke to ex
What incredibly rich ex penngtlesideesshessw@ENTERING RANTS,doh ar i ng
¢ from the Holy Conver s atourelnesandgliscovainghos fo intopora ounSharedie r i n
and talking about the Holy Conversations Report, through ~ Understandingsinto our very lives as individuals and as a
the ABor g Gr oup OrheMared Chnst- sfaitlecenpnunatyt i n g

anity, and our FaithWalk Lenten discussions of Wh at 6 s

Theology Got To Do With It?, our Good Books and Faith-
Flix conversations, FaithTalk Bible Study before church,
and even the current Capital Campaign explorations which
invite us to consider our mission, our resources, and our
dreams for the future.

HOW WILL WE DO IT? Each month in 2008 from

January through June (and perhaps even into the summer)
we ol | explore together
webre offering. We

e A monthly themed sermon followed when possible

anot h
suggest

Through all of it webovepyheard expressions of deep,
ing faith and of the desire to explore that faith and tomove o & aEteventh Hour Conversationabout the
it forward T move itdeeperii Nt o even mo rtﬁougﬁ‘tsrpljesén{éd id R &rndh 9 ©
opportunities -- to find out where those growing edges are A Centerina Point Reflectio .
. - = n which every group
taking us. We o v e hidlialegubs ameeltinog((?iurinog t?'nat foth} &' thd &io‘ns,gt,oﬁcgmmis-

between individuals and within groups T dialogues with
God. In listening to those conversations, in participating in
them ourselves, we heard consistent themes emerge and the
struggle, at times, to find adequate, coherent theological
and biblical language to express them.

sions, to committees, to study groups, to choirs and music
groups, to social groups, to planning groups and working
groups 1 is asked to consider using as their opening Gather-
ing Prayer and Centering Time.

e The Centering Point Reflection will also be published

Wedve been thinking and nghe §F§)3Erﬁ@d pogsteq og the welsifdor indivigyals
wedve heard. We believe Sveddigkabgusapdpry withduriggthemogth. ;5 5
theological and biblical identity that motivates and upholds . S .
this congregation -- what might be called our SHARED The monthly Council on MInIS'FrIeS Meeting (usually
UNDERSTANDINGS, 0GENTERING POINTS. o held the fourth Wednesday evening of the month and made
We would like to offer these to you, our faith family, for up of the Deacons, chairs of commis§ ions and comm.itt.ees,
your further consideration. We believe that this is impor- church ofﬁc‘ers, members of the' ministry team, gtc.) 15 1n-
tant work to be doing ri giftohrgnieioynGatimpgaad PRygrdinebyre
like to mention two of them: ecting on the Centering Point for the month and sharing

what theydve experienced t he

We need some kind of guideline, by which we know where
to direct our considerable energies and enthusiasm for be-
ing Godbés people and

doi n

others, in the previous weeks.

YRS S TISEEST, N o

'

can also become a measuring stick by which we define enter .

what fisuccesso is and how %% ucCcONsSs 198 Mo Lol yor M re 1 Prl U Sy st M€

been. having a conversation about them, can be transformative.
Webre suggesting an incredid6t

We need a way to introduce ourselves, clearly and consis- P P osal | that in dialogue with our own lives, with each

tently, to those who look through our doors and wonder othe-r, and with God,-we can and Wﬂl move closer to be-

who we are and what weor e® Mg e qmmunitythafGodis callingustobe.y o n e o

with words T how we live out those words is of crucial im-
portance T but it is done significantly, and perhaps initially,
with words, so the words we use to describe ourselves are
important.

WHAT ARE WE ASKING? We would like to find out
what YOU thinkihow you react to

With faith and love,
Skip, Judy, Carol, Kathleen, Jane

See The Centering Point for January on Page 3.

Consider using it for your own personal consideration,

whiaysr, reupgtiorbt_rg uqh%u(/_trée m

othersint

%]6 \(yaéch for

€ coming montnhs.

January 2008
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The Winchester Multicul-
tural Network Presents:

fLost Boys of Sudan 6 Bo |
ThursdayJanuary 10, 2008 at 7:30
p.m.Jenks Senior Center, 109 Skill
Road

Celebrating the Birthday of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mon-
day, January 21 from 3:00-5:00
p.m.Metcalf Hall, Winchester Unitar-
ian Church

Pakistan: A Glimpse Into Its His-
tory and Culture Thursday, January
24,2008 at 7 PM Pond Room, Jenks

Center (109 Skillings Road)
For more information, please contact The
Winchester Multicultural Network,
office@wmcn.org.

Thank you for all you do.
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WE NEED

Ri i nyYC)LJI

n

0 you have an hour, an evening,
or a weekend to give? Here are a
few opportunities to serve your
church and community.

W W W W W W w
" Becomea
wo Parish ¥
O Visitor ¥
W W
o Call George Hebb at o
w 7294689 or W
W' Kathleen Zagata at ‘I’
G 7299180 x16. o
W W W W W W

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO COOK & SERVE AT
THE DWELLING PLAC E

The Dwelling Place is a soupl
kitchen in Woburn that provides |
meals to hungry individuals and !
families. FCC members and:
friends prepare and serve meals)
on the third Saturday of every 1
month. Recipes are provided. !
Children are welcome. This is al
great way to get to know other :
church families. To volunteer, |
please contact Michelle Zavez atl
721-0726. ( See p. 6 for summerl

Can you help
Red Wagono f oag
area pantries? Please call

Bruce Lauterwasser
At 781-729-9087.
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