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Unwrapping Our Gifts 
 

On Tuesday evenings, beginning January 16, 

2007 we will once again be offering 

―Unwrapping Our Gifts.‖ 

 

As Skip has described, this 10-session series 

will help participants to bridge the chasm 

between Sunday morning faith and our work 

week.  It focuses on the Biblical vision that 

all Christians (not just the ordained) are min-

isters, all equally called and gifted by God to 

unique purposes. 

 

In his December 2006 article about 

―Unwrapping Our Gifts‖, Skip also says that 

even if you rarely participate in church study 

groups, you are encouraged  to consider at-

tending this one.  Our past experience would 

indicate that it will be well worth your time.  

In addition, he says,  we believe this will in 

the long run have a strong impact on our 

congregation, helping us all to deepen our 

faith life, our care for each other, and engage 

our ministries in the world. 

 

To sign up for this opportunity, speak with 

one of the leaders (Debbie Johnston, Sue 

Lennox, Judy Arnold, or Skip Waterbury) or 

add your name to the list in the reception 

area near the office. 

 

The Many Faces 

 of God 

A unique Touchstones series is coming 

up, starting Tuesday, January 9 at 12:30 

pm (see Health and Wellness on p. 10.) 

 

Debbie Johnston writes that in this se-

ries, The Many Faces of God, we will 

move beyond commonly held stereo-

types and assumptions to learn about 

the beliefs, practices and stories of 

three faith traditions: Christianity, Juda-

ism and Islam. 

 

Touchstones extends the warm invita-

tion to join in this interfaith journey, 

and suggests that appreciation and re-

spect for the multiplicity of faith in our 

religiously diverse neighborhood await. 

 

The series will touch on Harvard’s Plu-

ralism Project;  on Temple Shir Tikvah 

in Winchester; and on Camp IF, a camp 

for Jewish, Christian and Muslim teen-

agers in Massachusetts. There will be a 

presentation by the Winchester Unitar-

ian Church.  There will also be sessions 

involving the Islamic Society of Boston  

and the Wrap-Art Alliance. 

 

Details on page 10! 

Much is in store for 

2007 
Two vital new series, Unwrapping Our  

Gifts and The Many Faces of God. 

 

Another choice for Adult Education’s 

discussion series around good books 

and  a chock-full Church School Win-

ter  Term with great volunteer opportu-

nities—see page 11! 

 

Great plans for Youth (p. 8), including 

a mission trip to Puerto Rico.  Signifi-

cant opportunities to help others 

through Outreach 

 

Ballroom dancing!  And much more.   

Happy New Year  

to you and yours. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C. 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

c o mmu n i t y  who  a r e 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

families ,  fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
 

Baptisms 

Trevor, fourth son of David and Anna 

Reno, was born in July and was baptized in 

New York City in November.  Suzie and 

Jack Reno are proud grandparents. 

 

Kiley Ann Rose, daughter of Lindsey Ann 

Rose and Marcus Randall Rose, was bap-

tized on December 10th. 

 

In Memoriam 

With sorrow, we report the death of  

Courtney Crandall,  

husband of Marion Crandall.   

Our sympathy goes out to all his loved 

ones in this time of grief. 

Leaves from the Library  

 

When you are not skiing or skating, Janu-

ary is a good time to stay  

inside by the fire and read a good 

book!  As you may guess, my  

suggestion is to find your book in the 

church library!   

 

Yes, we really do have books to suit all 

tastes!  Suggestion for Number One on 

your New Year's Resolution List: 

 

 ñAt coffee hour I will look over the latest 

books, and take one home with me!ò 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he writes: 

 

For it is the God who said, óLet light shine 

 out of darknessô, who has shone in our heart to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

 God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

But we have this treasure in clay pots, so that  

it may be made clear that this extraordinary 

 power belongs to God and does not come from 

 us.  (2 Cor 4: 6-7) 

 

It seems to me that this is an apt passage for these times 

after Christmas.  For on Christmas Eve, as we told again our 

ancient story of Jesus’ birth, we all lit candles and pro-

claimed that ―the true light‖ has come into the world.  In 

these days and weeks beyond Christmas and Epiphany 

(which means ―manifestation,‖) we continue to reflect on 

the ―earthen vessel‖ (clay pot) that was the life and ministry 

of Mary’s child.  Paul rightly reflects that the power re-

vealed in the clay pot is not in the vessel itself, but rather in 

―the extraordinary power‖ of God that is reflected and re-

vealed there. 

 

But in Paul’s metaphor, the ―clay pots‖ are not just the per-

son of  Jesus, they are also the life of the people of Christ 

whose lives were transformed by the ministry of Jesus into 

vessels which, with Jesus, revealed the ―extraordinary 

power‖ of God. 

 

It seems to me that this period in our history as a congrega-

tion is a ―clay pot‖ sort of time.  Old forms are beginning to 

reveal anew the extraordinary power‖ of God in some new 

and exciting ways.  I felt it as Rachael Navien sang like an 

angel and as youth joined the Deacons in serving at our int-

ergenerational Advent communion, I see it in the energy of 

the Journey to Adulthood program, I sense it in 

―Touchstones‖ and in  ―Unwrapping our Gifts,‖ I experience 

it at the monthly Men’s Fellowship.   

 

Our newly claimed vision of who God is calling us to be as 

a church, that began over three years ago (like Mary at the 

Annunciation) as confusion and wonder, has birthed a new 

manifestation of the extraordinary power of God among us.   

 

It is its own clay pot.  Like the Christ child, it is still young 

and growing.  But if we keep our focus on the power of God 

revealed through it then it will continue to grow into full-

ness and our lives will be renewed and transformed. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Skip 

From Adult Education ñ 
 

GOOD BOOKS PROGRAM 
 

The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce the next 

―good book‖ for the congregation’s reading enjoyment and discus-

sion at the 11th Hour program following the church service on Sun-

day, February 4th.  The book is Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith  

by Anne Lamott.  It was recommended by the Ministerial Team.  

Judy Arnold will be the minister facilitating the 11th Hour discussion. 

 

The book will be available at Book Ends in Winchester at a discount 

if you mention you are part of the Congregational Church Good 

Books Program.  It would make a fine addition to your library as 

well as a great gift for someone else. 

 

If you have any questions about this book and/or have suggestions 

for books to be part of the Good Books Program in the future, please 

contact one of these Committee members:  

 

Susan Lennox, Chris Noble or Bob McIndoe. 

 

A Prayer Circle ñ 

What is a prayer circle, and how do I join? 
 

One of the ways we are living into our vision as a "true community 

— to know ourselves and one another, and through those relation-

ships, the Holy Spirit"—is by sharing our joys and concerns in 

prayer together during Sunday worship.  A prayer circle is a group 

of congregants who volunteer to call or email one another to pass 

along prayer requests, and to lift those requests in their own daily 

prayers.  

 

 If you would like to take part in sharing the joys and concerns of the 

congregation during the week, please call (781.369.1297), email 

(jzimmerman@alum.mit.edu), or see Julianne Zimmerman after ser-

vices to sign up.  All who wish to participate are joyfully welcomed. 

Gifts of Flowers ñ 
 
We are grateful for the weekly gifts of flowers which beautify our 

worship space!   

 

In the coming weeks we have openings for Narthex arrangements (at 

the rear of the sanctuary)  for January 14, 21 and 28; and for  Febru-

ary 11, 18 and 25, 2007.  

 

 There are openings for gift flowers for the Chancel for January 21, 

28 and February 25, 2007. 

 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor of, or in memory of a 

loved one, please contact the church office  (781-729-9180). 

 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier, 
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne 
Zimmerman  The Diaconate assists the 
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

(chair),  Jim Donovan, Robert McIndoe, 

Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, Linda Fontana,  Susan Lennox, 

Tony McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Meg Shin and Tim Bryan (co-chairs), 
Bruce Alexander,  Joe Harris,  Cindy 
Mutterperl, John Mutterperl,  David 
Peretti, Paul Richardson.  The Facilities & 
Personnel Commission oversees all 
matters of personnel policy and of the 
care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss and Elizabeth Lamb (co-
chairs), David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, 
Walter Ogier,  Carl Turissini.  FR 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates 

Health Ministry 

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carole 
Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin, 
Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosenberger, 
Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda 
Wilhoite. The Health Ministry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the 
connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan 
Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash, 
Jordan Shin  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Paul Rahmeier and Suzanne Kahl (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Marsha 
Lamson, Louise Trakimas, Vicki 
Waterbury, Carol Weir, Janice Wilson. 
The Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander and Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey,  Beth Bernhardt, 
Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey, 
Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill 
McCarter.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From: The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

JANUARY 2007 

 

Jan. 7th 

Isa 43:1-7; Ps 29; Acts 8:14-17;  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Jan. 14th 

Isa 62:1-5; Ps 36:5-10; 1 Cor 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 

 

Jan. 21st 

Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19 

1 Cor 12:12-31a; 

 Luke 4:14-21 

 

Jan. 28
th

 

Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6 

1 Cor 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the 

members of our church of all ages -who give generously of 

your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  

Each month, the Outreach Commission highlights some of the 

people and organizations that we support through our out-

reach giving, as well as current service opportunities for you 

and your family. 

Reach  

Out! 

The Little Red Wagonñ 
 

Have you wondered why there is a bright 

red wagon full of food parked at the back 

of our church sanctuary? Did you know 

that there is another one parked in the 

lobby across from the church office? 

 

These Little Red Wagons are our 

church's way of supporting the Food Pan-

try run by the Council of Social Concern 

(located in Woburn, MA). The Food Pan-

try provides food to individuals and 

families living in Woburn and Winches-

ter who do not have adequate financial 

resources to meet basic needs. Approxi-

mately 250 families per month receive 

Food Pantry assistance. Recipients have 

reported that the quantity of food they 

receive generally lasts about five days.  

 

We can share our abundance with our 

neighbors by filling the Little Red 

Wagon. Here's how: 

 

1.  When you shop for groceries, add 

extra items to your cart for the Food Pan-

try. (Want some ideas? A list of most-

needed items is posted on the Outreach 

bulletin board and on the wagons.) 

 

2. When you come to church, put your 

items in one of the red wagons. 

 

Want to do more?  --You can volunteer 

to take our food collection to the Food 

Pantry at 2 Merimac St., Woburn. You 

can see the Council of Social Con-

cern's new facility. And delivering the 

food is a great way to involve children in 

outreach. (For information, call Laura 

Bailey at 781-756-0188.) 

 

Spotlight Onñ… 

 

The Protestant Guild for Human Services, Inc. 

411 Waverly Oaks Road, Suite 104 

Waltham, MA 02452-8405 

www.protestantguild.org  

 

A focus of the Outreach Commission is support for women and children at risk. One 

program in this area is The Protestant Guild for Human Services. The Protestant Guild 

is a non-profit human service agency for persons with special needs.  Its offerings 

include a Learning Center that provides educational services for students who are un-

able to succeed in a less restrictive environment. The Center serves students with 

mental retardation, autism, and other developmental disabilities. The philosophy of 

the Center is ―based on the need for all students to acquire the skills and behaviors 

necessary to live and work as independently as possible in the community.‖ The Prot-

estant Guild also has a Church Liaison Program that reaches out to area churches and 

provides a number of volunteer opportunities. One such opportunity is The Friendship 

Program, which allows for extending friendship and guidance to a student on a one-to-

one basis. Students enjoy going to special activities such as the movies or out to eat, 

or simply having someone sit and talk with them.  There is also an annual Golf Tour-

nament held at Stow Acres Country Club to raise funds to support The Learning Cen-

ter students. First Church has supported The Protestant Guild since 2002. For further 

information check their website or speak to a member of the Outreach Commission. 

Thereõs still time for more books! 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed so 

generously to the two literacy programs 

that our Church has supported this Christ-

mas season. If you intended to help but the 

days passed before you got to it, please know 

there is still time to support these worthwhile 

book programs.  For Reach Out and Read, please send your financial contributions, 

payable to the First Congregational Church with a note in the memo line that it is for 

the Christmas offering, to the Church office.  For your gift of books to the Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter Elementary School for Science and Technology 

in New Orleans, please check our Amazon wedding registry at www.amazon.com/gp/

registry/wedding/XU17D2Q5I1UX  (or you can search for it with 'FCC Winchester' 

as the 'last name') to see how you can help and deposit your gift of books in the 

marked baskets located in the sanctuary. On Epiphany Sunday, January 7, we will 

present the books as part of that day ’s offering. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Beth Bernhardt (781.729.3633, 

beth@khasm.com) or anyone on the Outreach Commission.  Thank you, again, for 

your support of these vital literacy programs. 

 

Bob McIndoe Elected  
Congratulations to Bob McIndoe, who 

was recently elected to the Investment 

Committee that manages the endowment 

of the Massachusetts Council of 

Churches.  The Council represents all the 

Christian denominations in the Common-

wealth in dealing with the state govern-

ment and in promoting ecumenical op-

portunities among the denominations.  

We understand that the United Church of 

Christ has been one of the most active of 

the denominations supporting the Massa-

chusetts Council of Churches. Best wishes for a  Happy 2007   
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Church Family  Table  

Informal Potluck Sup-

pers  
2nd Thursdays 

6:15 p.m. (donôt worry if youôre a little late) 

Chidley Hall 
 

Come as you are!  All ages (and friends) welcome.  Food offerings may 

be store-bought or home-made.  All we are missing is your good com-

pany. 
 

Questions?  Call Meg Shin (781-538-5115) or Jena Roy (781-729-2520). 

A Note  from the Personnel Commission ñ 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

As you all have probably heard, our office manager Gay Williams has elected to "spread her wings" and explore life beyond 

her time here at First Congregational.  

 

 Gay has identified a heart-love for care giving.  After a lot of reflection and talking with a number of folks, she has enrolled 

in a unit of training to discern whether or not chaplaincy work in some form will be an appropriate avenue.  Her initial train-

ing will be at Beverly Hospital in its Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) program.   

 

Gay wishes to thank everyone for their kindness over the past 4 1/2 years, and is grateful for the opportunity to be in caring 

relationship with many in this congregation.  She says it's okay to be in touch!  

 

Gay’s email is ggwill@aol.com <mailto:ggwill@aol.com>, and mailing address is 482 Franklin St., Reading, MA 

01867.  Please keep her in your hearts and prayers as she begins her new journey. 

 
Friends, 
The Personnel Commission is currently in 

search of a new First Congregational of-

fice manager.  Here is the advertisement 

we have been running in the Community 

News Papers and Craig's List: 

 

     Receptionist/Office Manager 

 

Active church congregation seeks person-

able, organized, self-starter.  30-40 hours/

week with benefits; reduced summer 

hours.  Excellent phone, administrative, 

communication, computer and people 

skills required.  

 

Experience in Word, Excel, database man-

agement and web navigation neces-

sary.  Familiarity with payroll a plus.  For 

more information, visit:  

www.fcc-winchester.org <http://www.fcc-

winchester.org/>.  

 

If you know of a good candidate, please 

send candidate names and resumes to: 

 

 Skip Waterbury 

(skip.waterbury@verizon.net),  

 

Meg Shin  

(meg.shin@comcast.net),  

or fax to 781-729-9181.  

Imagining the Future: 

Our Church Website 
 
We need people with ideas and technical skills who are interested in ―jazzing up‖ the 

church website.  We owe huge thanks to Mike Begien for setting up and maintaining 

our site (www.fcc-winchester.org) for the past several years.  Now we are finally 

ready to build on this strong foundation.  We want to add photos, music, resource 

links, announcements, our church directory (password protected), fun activities and 

much more.  We have a great opportunity to leverage technology to reflect and pro-

mote the liveliness of our church community, as well as to reach out to others.  Let’s 

go for it! 

 

Interested in being part of this effort?  Ideas about what to include?  Know people 

with the technical skills?  Please contact Jena Roy (781-729-2520 or 

jenaroy@aol.com) or Annmarie Galli (781-721-4557 or anngalli@comcast.net).  

Thanks! 

 



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30–6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30–8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D 

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Still Some Room on the Ski Trip  
     The Youth of the Church and a handful of brave chaperones are heading off for 

Sugarloaf Mountain in Maine on Friday, January 12th.  This is an all youth event, so 7th 

graders get to mingle with 12th graders.  Skiing, snowboarding and tubing are just some 

of the activities.  There are also skating and indoor sports.  We also spend some time in 

reflection.  Our reflections are centered around aspects of Martin Luther King’s life and 

ministry.  Kids earn their right to go on the Ski Trip by participating in church activities 

like the Fair and The Bean Supper.  If you missed the deadline and can make a case that 

you’ve earned the ski points, we could still squeeze in another kid or two.  Think that’s 

you?  See Judy.   

SPRING 2007 YOUTH MISSION TRIP  
     This year the Youth Mission Trip will take place during April vacation.  We will be 

going to Puerto Rico to work with a United Church of Christ-affiliated camp, Camp 

Yuquiyu (check them out: www.campyuquiyu.org).  This camp provides educational 

and recreational opportunities for the children of the island.  It also has facilities for 

retreats and worship.  They are sort of a southern Craigville.  On their site is also an 

AIDS hospice.  Our work will be mostly with the facilities – doing maintenance and 

repair work, as well as helping on the ongoing building projects.   

     Puerto Rico also provides us with recreational opportunities of our own and we ex-

pect to take advantage of that as well.  We are hopeful to also learn more about this part 

of our country, the people and the traditions.  Church youth in High School should have 

received a mailing with the details and a sign-up form.  We could really use a male 

chaperone.  Interested?  Let Judy know.  Deadline for signing up is January 15th.   

MISSION TRIP  
 FUND -RAISING EVENTS  

     The FORUM group of the church, 

youth 9-12th grades, will be earning 

money to help support the Spring Mis-

sion Trip.  Two familiar fund raising 

events are the Bagels and Bunnies Easter 

Egg Hunt and the Pancake Breakfast 

Easter morning.  This year we will also 

be doing a Coffee House in March.  We 

are hopeful to have lots of variety in the 

entertainment, as well as the food.   Mu-

sic, comedy and trivia are among the 

kinds of acts we’re looking for.  Know 

someone with talent?  Hiding talent of 

your own?  Tell us.  Tell Judy or any of 

the youth and we’ll make you a star (at 

least for a day). 

HOLIDAY TIME PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING  
     Once again this year, the fall holiday season has illuminated the connection between 

our faith and the way we use our most precious resources – our time and our money.   

     In November, adults in the congregation drove youth and 38 frozen turkeys to Pil-

grim Church in Dorchester.  When we were there, Pastor John Odams shared some 

about their ministry to the homeless and the hungry.  The turkey collection was a par-

ticular challenge for them this year as their freezer had broken beyond repair.  Happily, 

our Outreach Commission had reserved some funds for just this type of emergency and 

was able to send them the money needed for a new freezer.   

     The Christmas Giving Tree was a great success this year.  We had more gift givers 

than we had tags requesting gifts.  Again, fortune smiled on us.  The New Orleans 

School book drive provided those with the itch to buy a gift for someone in need an-

other opportunity.  The recipients of this year’s Giving Tree were the Woburn Council 

of Social Concerns, Rosie’s Place Residence, and the Germaine Lawrence School.  We 

have worked with these three organizations for years.  They have come to rely on us so 

Christmas can come to life in the lives of their clients. 

     The Christmas Offering this year was a book-related one: Room to Read.  AND, it 

was also an Epiphany Offering.  Epiphany is the date – 12 days after Christmas, when 

the Wise Men brought their gifts to the Christ Child.  To keep the spirit of Christmas 

alive through that time the book drive continues until January 7th.    Depending on when 

you read this, you may still have time to participate.   

Some Dates to Flag: 

 
January 21 at Worship Service 

New members will be received 

Welcome time afterward  

in Chidley Hall 

 

Sunday, February 4 at 9 am 

Budget hearing 

 

Sunday, February 11 at 11:15 am 

Congregational vote on the budget 

 

Sunday, March 11 

A presentation about J2A 

More details later 

 

Family Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs Birthday 
Monday, January 15 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Metcalf Hall, Winchester Unitarian Church, 478 Main St., Winchester 

  

Storyteller Len Cabral will be a highlight of the Winchester Multicultural Network’s 

annual celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday.  There will be craft activi-

ties, books for sale, refreshments, and a display of art and writing from Winchester 

students.  The event is free and all are welcome.   
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S E A S O N S   O F   T H E   S P I R I T  
On January 6, we begin the season of Epiphany in our Christian calendar.  The word ―epiphany‖ means ―manifestation, revelation, or 

disclosure.‖  Traditionally we celebrate January 6, Epiphany Day, as a time of the coming of the three wise men, a metaphor of Jesus 

as the One who reveals God to all people, represented by these foreign monarchs.  It is also called ―little Christmas‖ in some tradi-

tions, and is the day after the 12 days of Christmastide.  

 
In this season of Epiphany, stretching out before us until Lent, the days slowly begin to lengthen again and we remember Jesus as the 

―light bearer,‖ the One who has come to bring new light, new consciousness, new understanding to us.  Sometimes we refer to see-

ing something in a ―whole new light,‖ meaning we have an enriched or fuller or even new perspective on something from the 

past.  As the light continues to grow with each passing day, what are the ways that the Spirit is revealing new truths into our 

lives?  What possibilities are being made manifest in our days?   

 

A favorite Epiphany hymn of mine is by Ruth Duck, a UCC minister who writes:  

    ñArise, your light is come!  The Spiritôs call obey;  

    Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.  

    Arise, your light is come!  Fling wide the prison door;  

    Proclaim the captiveôs liberty, Good tidings to the poor.  

    Arise, your light is come!  All you in sorrow born;  

    Bind up the broken-hearted ones and comfort all who mourn.  

    Arise, your light is come!  The mountains burst in song!  

    Rise up like eagles on the wing; Godôs power will make us strong!ò  

 

Sometimes the revelations of the Spirit are welcome and wonderful events.  At other times, the revelations are difficult, asking us to 

change some of the ways we have been living.  New growth, new understanding, new life often signal the end of old patterns of be-

ing, challenging us to let go of the ―comfort zones‖ to which we cling even after they have finished their purpose in our lives and we 

are called to new ways of loving our neighbors, our God, and ourselves.   

  

As a community of faith, living into its own Epiphany season, let us share with each other the reality of our losses and make room 

for our new insights as we travel together on this journey of faith, taking us ever deeper into the mystery and celebration of Em-

manuel:  God with us!  May the light of the world shine ever more brightly in our hearts and lives, offering hope, peace, joy, recon-

ciliation, mercy, forgiveness, and love.  

 
    --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

The ruth group  

The Ruth Group is a multi-generational group of women with many interests who get together one Sunday evening a month to talk 

about books.  The get-togethers are held at different homes, with members serving as facilitators of the discussions.  New partici-

pants are welcome at any time.  Everyone is welcome whether she has read the book of the evening or not. 

 

 At each gathering, the group starts with a check-in and then moves to a discussion of the evening’s book.  The discussions vary ac-

cording to the facilitators, and range from very casual to rather learned.   The group strives for a mix of books that will contribute to 

the expression of thought, deepen bonds of friendship, stimulate thinking about differing perspectives and help span the distances of 

time and space and those among individuals.  .   

 

Upcoming Ruth Group discussions: 

 

January 2 8, 2007     

The Lemon Tree: An Arab, A Jew and the Heart of the Middle East, by Sandy Tolan 

At the home of Susan Sawyer.   Anne Hoenicke, Facilitator 

 

February 25, 2007 

Godôs Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesnôt Get It, by Jim Wallis 

Location to be determined.  Laurie Roby, Facilitator 

 

The group aims for titles that are in paperback.  Winchester’s Book Ends usually offers  discounts on the selected books. 

 

Questions about the Ruth Group 

may be directed to Susan Sawyer, 

781-721-1476 or Karen Roberts, 

781-729-9518. 

 

Rides are always available.  Don’t 

hesitate to call if you need trans-

portation. 
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

ñYou were created with a unique, specially chosen blend of gifts.ò   (Psalm 139) 

Touchstones  
A Womenôs Wellness and Spirituality Discussion Group  Tuesdays 12:30ð2:00 in the Palmer Room 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

THE MANY FACES OF GOD  

A Search for Understanding through Interfaith Conversation 

Join Touchstones for this speaker series! 
We often feel ―uninformed‖ and ―uncomfortable‖ when conversing with our neighbors about their faith traditions. In this series, 

we will move beyond commonly held stereotypes and assumptions to learn about the beliefs, practices and stories of three faith 

traditions:  Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.  Join us for this interfaith journey and challenge yourself to move outside your com-

fort zone.  Appreciation and respect for the multiplicity of faith in our religiously diverse neighborhood awaits you. 

 
January 9:  The Pluralism Project 

Harvard University Kathryn Lohre, Assistant Director  Deonnie Moodie, Research Assistant 

Overview of the present day Boston area multi-religious reality, a brief review of how the religious landscape has changed with 

each new wave of immigration, and how faith traditions and the American culture interact and change each other.  Examples of 

different kinds of interfaith collaborations, organizations, and networks in the Boston area will be presented. 

 
January 23  Temple Shir Tikvah, Winchester  Ina Lipkowitz, Professor of Literature and the Bible, MIT; Vice President of 

Education, Temple Shir Tikvah 

 
January 30  Camp IF ïCamp for Jewish, Christian & Muslim teenagers in MA .    Jennifer Smith, Director of Community Out-

reach for ADL—Anti-Defamation League  

 

February 6 Winchester Unitarian Church    Jeremy Melvin, Religious Education Director   

Karen Erikson, Pastoral Care Associate/Grief Ministry 

 

February 13 
Islamic Society of Boston   Jessica Masse,  Media Director  

  

February 27 

WrapðArt Alliance   Discussion of symbols in art and religion. 

 

March 2ðFriday  World Day of Prayer Service   Sponsored by Church Women United—Paraguay—Under God’s Tent 

Held at the First Congregational Church 

 

The First Congregational Church welcomes all at 21 Church Street, Winchester.  Call Kathleen  Zagata at 781-721-9180 

with questions. 

        Something Old and Something New - 

      That is the theme of this year’s dinner-dance series. Susan Rivers, FCC’s dance instruc-

tor, will teach us some new dances and review those that we have enjoyed learning in the 

past.  Open to couples who are new to the dance floor and to our old  friends.  

     The cost is $60/couple for eight sessions plus partnering with another couple to prepare 

one dinner during the series.  Mark the following dates on your calendar and fulfill your 

New Year’s Resolution to dance for fitness and fun.  

        Times:  5 pm: Lesson/Review 

       6 pm: Dinner  

        7-8 pm: Dance 

Sundays: January 7th, 21st, 28th, and February 11th,  our Valentine’s Day Ball 

Sundays: March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 

                   

Contact: David Weir ( 729-3667) 

 YUM  
The Health Ministry  

Will host Coffee Hour 

throughout the month of 

January, 2007. 

 

Join us every January Sun-

day for fellowship, food 

and fun! 
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C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S  

WINTER TERM  

LEARNING CENTERS 2007  
For Grades 1 Through 5  

WORDS FROM THE BIBLE THAT 
TEACH US ABOUT GIVING  

GIFTS TO JESUS. . .  
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born 

in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men came from 

the EastéOn entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his motheréThen, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and Myrrh.  (from Matthew 

2) 

 

Our Winter Term in January and February oc-

curs during the church season of Epiphany, when 

we celebrate the visit of the Wisemen of the East 

to Jesus, and the ―epiphany,‖ or ―showing forth‖ 

of God’s love to the world.  The visitors from the 

East brought gifts to Jesus, and we’ll be giving 

our own gifts of our time, our creativity, our 

ideas, and our own creations to Jesus by creating 

gifts to give away to others. 

 

Our Learning Centers will include opportunities 

such as creating ―Gifts of Love‖ to give to those 

who need some love in their lives, ―Gifts of 

Food‖ to be shared with others, ―Gifts of Story’ 

through drama, movement and storytelling, 

―Gifts of Kindness‖ as we leave our building and 

venture out into the community to help others, 

―Gifts of Music‖ to share with our church fam-

ily, and many others.   

 

Grades One through Five will gather in the 

Tucker Room for a short Worship Time, then 

choose which Learning Center they would like to 

participate in that morning.  Activities will be 

scattered throughout the building (and some-

times out of the building into the surrounding 

community) and parents can locate their children 

after church by checking the Attendance Lists 

posted on the door of the Tucker Room.  Projects 

will be active and sometimes messy, and some-

times we’ll be going outdoors. 

Children should come to class dressed infor-

mally and with cold weather gear handy. 

 

A SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS  
 

Each of our Learning Centers has a leader who 

will be planning and organizing the activity for 

the morning, but each Sunday we’ll need 

―Helping Hands‖ to assist these dedicated and 

creative volunteers.  Please sign up on the door 

of the Tucker Room to indicate which Sundays 

you’ll be there to help. 

   

Winter Term Preschool, Pre - K,   
and Kindergarten Classes  

 

These classes will meet in their regular class-

rooms and continue with their Invitation Bible 

Studies Curriculum, which focuses on the boy-

hood and ministry of Jesus and the things he 

taught us.  Stop in their classrooms to meet their 

new teachers and offer your help!! 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR  
For WINTER TERM  

 

Sunday, January 7 ï Winter Term 

Begins for all classes.  Learning Cen-

ters for Grades 1-5 will begin with an 

ñEpiphany Star Partyò in the Tucker 

Room, as we celebrate the visit of the 

wise men to Jesus. 

 

Sunday, January 14 through 

  February 25 ï Winter Term 

continues each Sunday during these 

months, with the First through Fifth 

Grades meeting in Learning Centers 

and the younger classes meeting in 

their regular classrooms. 
 

Sunday, March 4 ï Spring Term 

  Begins, with all classes back 

in their regular classrooms and with 

new Teaching Teams in place. 
 



WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 

The FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

21 Church Street 

Winchester, MA  01890 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested 

Can you help deliver 

ñLittle Red Wagonò food 

donations to area pantries?  

Please call Laura Bailey 

At 781-756-0188. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

TO COOK & SERVE AT  

THE DWELLING PLACE 

The Dwelling Place is a soup 

kitchen in Woburn that provides 

meals to hungry individuals and 

families.  FCC members and friends 

prepare and serve meals on the third 

Saturday of every month.  Recipes  

are provided.  Children are welcome.  

This is a great way to get to know 

other church families.  To volunteer, 

please contact Michelle Zavez at 721

-0726. 
Become a  

Parish 
Visitor 

Call George Hebb at 

729-4689 or Kathleen 

Zagata at 729-9180 

x16. 

There is still time to contribute   
books for the Three Kings gift appeal.  

Books to benefit the Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Charter Elementary School for 

Science and Technology in New Orleans 

may be given right up until January 7, 

2007, Epiphany Sunday. 

 

See pages 5 and 8 for details.  Or call 

Outreach’s Beth Bernhardt at 781-729-

3633. 

 

Not sure about a date?  The 

church web page has a link to the on-line 

calendar maintained by the church of-

fice.  Go to www.fcc-winchester.org, and 

click on ―calendar‖.  You will come into 

the calendar in the current month, but 

you can look ahead to other months via 

the pull down for ―select another  

month‖.  Church-sponsored events (not 

outside groups) will be evident to 

you.  Have questions?  Need to check a 

room for availability? Don’t hesitate to 

call the office. 


