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In This Issue:  

 

A Special Invitation from the Children:  

Are You Planning on Giving Up Something 

for Lent?   Why Not òTake Onó Some-

thing Instead?  Lent is that time in the church year 

between Ash Wednesday (this year on February 21) and Easter when as Christians we 

focus on the themes of repentance and sacrifice, in preparation for Jesusô death and res-

urrection   Itôs a traditional spiritual discipline to ñgive up something for Lent,ò but an-

other possibility is ñto take on somethingò ïa new habit of prayer or study, a project 

which reaches out to others, a special act of care and compassion, an activity which is of 

service to the community. 

 

This year during Lent the Church School will be taking on special service projects in 

and among the congregation on Sunday mornings.  We are inviting you, our church 

family, to join us by taking on a Lenten project of your own. 

 

Use the month of February to think about something you might be able to ñtake onò 

during Lent.  Weôll have Lenten ñpledge cardsò in the bulletins starting Sunday, Febru-

ary 25 and a box in the front of the sanctuary, under a special banner, for you to place  

your cards.   The commitments on the cards will be anonymous.  No one but you will 

know about the conversation youôve had with God and the commitment youôve taken 

on. 

 Join Us As We Prepare For Easter --  by òTaking Onó  

Disciplines of Prayer, Study, Love, Compassion and Service.  
 

 

 

The World Day of Prayer  

The  World Day of Prayer this year comes on March 2, and 

the service, at 12 noon, will take place in Ripley Chapel at 

the First Congregational Church.  All are invited to attend. 

 

This year's service was written by the women of Para-

guay.  The churches of Winchester, through Church Women 

United, join to provide readers for the service and singers for 

the choir, which will be led by  our Jane Ring Frank. The 

service will be followed by a tea in the Tucker  Room. 

 

This is the 30th anniversary year since Church Women 

United was established in Winchester through the efforts of 

Mary Lou Eugley of this church.  Please come out to join 

women around the world in common prayer  and song and to 

welcome our visitors at the service and the tea. 

Sharing the Birthday Spirit  
                  At  

 OurAll - Church Birthday Party  
On Sunday, March 4, during coffee hour, 

we will again enjoy one of FCCWôs 

 favorite annual events -- the All-Church 

Birthday Party.  This year, the Member-

ship and Outreach Commissions are 

working together to help others to get 

more enjoyment from their birthdays too.  

More in ñOutreachò. 

 

Peter Manning, above, was 
one of the participants in the Youth 

Groupôs Martin Luther King  weekend.  ski 

trip.  See Page 8 

 

Have a Ball  
 

Details on the upcom-

ing Valentineôs Day 

dinner-dance and all 

the intergenerational 

dancing lessons fun 

are in the Health and 

Wellness section. 

 

Check it out!   

Join in! 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 
 

Birth:  

 

Matthew Fleury, born January 3, 2007, 

joins parents Kristen and Daniel and big 

brother Stevie, three years old. 

 

Baptism: 

 

Payton Lily Balfanz, child of Pamela and 

James Balfanz, was baptized on January 

14, 2007. 

 

In Memorian:  

 

With sadness, we report the death of 

Ruth Thompson. 

Our deepest sympathies go to all her loved 

ones in this time of grief. 

 

Change of address: 

 

Laurie Roby would like everyone to know 

her new address and phone number: 

 

Laurie Roby 

10 Appleton Place 

Arlington MA 02476 

 

781-643-1345 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
 

Dear Friends: 

 

We are firmly past the holidays, back into the routine and busy-ness of 

the new year.  In the midst of an unpredictable winter, the season of 

Lent comes early.  Ash Wednesday is upon us in the third week of Feb-

ruary, and our time of introspection and prayer begins.  The word 

"Lent" comes from the Anglo-Saxon word "lencten", referring to the 

lengthening of days in the Spring.   

 

Lent is a 40-day season of preparation and of contemplation, a time for 

personal reflection and stillness. The idea of having the time to be still is 

pretty foreign to many of us; stillness quickly becomes wasted time that 

ñshouldò be used more productively. But finding a conscious inner still-

ness is essential for Lent because during Lent we are called to create a 

space for God to fill in us. Lent is about recognizing our having fallen 

out of relationship with God in favor of more material connections and 

working to restore that relationship through prayer. T.S. Eliot writes 

about this in his poem Four Quartets: 

 

      I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope  

      For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love  

      For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith  

      But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting.  

 

Lent requires a discipline on the part of Godôs people. It is the discipline 

of waiting. It is the discipline of honesty about the human plight -- in-

justice, unfulfilled hope, unanswered questions.  Perhaps what we are 

waiting for is a restored connection to God. But Eliot reminds us that 

itôs how we wait that matters most. We must avoid hoping or loving the 

wrong things, the early things. Our Faith is what weôre waiting for, and 

it will be found through how we wait.  It will be found in the resurrec-

tion of Easter morning.  What amazes me most is the realization that 

God is always waiting for us. 

 

Poet David Whyte tells us: 

 

       Your great mistake is to act the drama 

       as if you were alone.  As if life 

       were a progressive and cunning crime 

       with no witness to the tiny hidden  

       transgressions.  To feel abandoned is to deny 

       the intimacy of your surroundingsé 

  

  Put down the weight of your aloneness and ease into 

  the conversation.  The kettle is singing 

  even as it pours you a drink, the cooking pots 

  have left their arrogant aloofness and  

  seen the good in you at last.  All the birds  

  and creatures of the world are unutterably 

  themselves.  Everything is waiting for you. 

 

Waiting is journey.  Waiting is transformation.  Waiting is the winter of 

our lives.   

 

May God bring peace, stillness and hope during this lengthening of 

days. 

Yours in peace, 

Jane Ring Frank, Director of Music 

A Prayer Circle ñ 

What is a prayer circle, and how do I join? 
 

One of the ways we are living into our vision as a "true 

community ð to know ourselves and one another, and 

through those relationships, the Holy Spirit"ðis by 

sharing our joys and concerns in prayer together during 

Sunday worship.  A prayer circle is a group of congre-

gants who volunteer to call or email one another to pass 

along prayer requests, and to lift those requests in their 

own daily prayers.  

 

 If you would like to take part in sharing the joys and 

concerns of the congregation during the week, please 

call (781.369.1297), email 

(jzimmerman@alum.mit.edu), or see Julianne Zimmer-

man after services to sign up.  All who wish to partici-

pate are joyfully welcomed. 

From Adult Education ñ- 
The Good Books Program 

 

The Adult Education committee would like YOUR sug-

gestions for future Good Books sessions.  

  

Respondents should list book author, title, and a short 

paragraph describing your recommendation(s). We are 

open to all books that support reflection on the spiritual 

life journey or issues of interest to our community. 

  

Please respond directly to Bob McIndoe 

(robert.mcindoe@verizon.net).  

  

Thank you! 

Plan B: Further Thoughts of Faith: discussion on 

February 4th. 

 

After the worship service on Sunday, February 4th, the 

Eleventh Hour program will be a discussion of the book, 

Plan B: Further Thoughts On Faith, written by Anne 

Lamott.  Her books, well known to many people, offer a 

combination of humor and reflections on faith.  The dis-

cussion will be led by Judy Arnold and Susan Lennox. 

Book Ends in Winchester has copies of the book avail-

able at a discount. 

  Leaves from the Library ñ 

 

The library is pleased to have the gift of the new book 

and CD set by Terry Marotta on journaling, Trail of 

Bread Crumbs.  We also have a wide variety of the 

books recommended for the latest Touchstones program, 

The Many Faces of God..   

 

Look us over!  Try us - you'll like us! 

javascript:parent.ComposeTo('robert.mcindoe@verizon.net',%20'');


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier, 
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne 
Zimmerman  The Diaconate assists the 
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

(chair),  Jim Donovan, Robert McIndoe, 

Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, Linda Fontana,  Susan Lennox, 

Tony McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Meg Shin and Tim Bryan (co-chairs), 
Bruce Alexander,  Joe Harris,  Cindy 
Mutterperl, John Mutterperl,  David 
Peretti, Paul Richardson.  The Facilities & 
Personnel Commission oversees all 
matters of personnel policy and of the 
care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss and Elizabeth Lamb (co-
chairs), David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, 
Walter Ogier,  Carl Turissini.  FR 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates  

Health Ministry  

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carole 
Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin, 
Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosenberger, 
Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda 
Wilhoite. The Health Ministry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the 
connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan 
Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash, 
Jordan Shin  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Paul Rahmeier and Suzanne Kahl (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Isabel Hart, 
Marsha Lamson, Louise Trakimas, 
Vicki Waterbury, Carol Weir, Janice 
Wilson. The Membership Life and 
Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander and Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey,  Beth Bernhardt, 
Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey, 
Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill 
McCarter.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

February 

 
February 4 

Isa 6:1-8, (9-13); Ps 138; 1 Cor 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 11 

Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1; 1 Cor 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

February 18 

Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99; 2 Cor 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43) 

 

February 25 

Deut 26:1-11; Ps  91:1-2, 

9-16; 

Rom 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

Thank You  

for Your Gifts of Books 

   Your support for the children of the Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter Elemen-

tary School for Science and Technology in 

New Orleansô Ninth Ward rang loud and 

clear this Epiphany season.  Thank you to 

the many adults and children alike  -- and 

Book Ends -- who contributed books to 

replenish the school's classroom 

shelves.  We sorted -- thank you, April 

Dearman and Carol Weir -- and packed up 

more than 400 books and shipped them 

directly to the school by Service By Air, 

who generously donated all of the shipping 

services through our own Joe Carter. 

Thank you very much, Joe.  To ensure that 

the teachers received everything they had 

requested for their students, Outreach pur-

chased additional volumes on behalf of our 

church.  The Outreach Commission part-

nered with this Good Shepherd UCC Book 

Project to extend our commitment to New 

Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane 

Katrina. 

   Your support for literacy was also loud 

and clear with your generous financial con-

tributions to this yearôs Christmas offering 

to Reach Out and ReadTM (ROR, 

www.reachoutandread.org).  Founded in 

1989 at Boston City Hospital (now Boston 

Medical Center), ROR trains doctors and 

nurses to advise parents about the impor-

tance of reading aloud and to give books at 

pediatric check-ups from six months to 

five years of age to children growing up in 

poverty.  Through your generosity, we 

were able to contribute more than $7,400 

to help ROR.  Thank you. 

 

 

Outreach Spotlight 
oné   RESPOND 

   As part of our focus on women and 

children at risk, the Outreach Commis-

sion supports RESPOND, Inc., a 

Somerville-based organization that 

works to end domestic violence and 

assist women who are being abused.  

   Providing shelter and safety 
RESPONDôs mission is to help women 

and their children create options for a 

safer life, free from domestic violence. 

A primary way that RESPOND helps is 

by providing an emergency shelter and 

safe home. Programs and services also 

include a 24-hour intake and referral 

line, comprehensive childrenôs ser-

vices, support groups, individual coun-

seling, legal advocacy, community out-

reach and educational programs.  

Who Is Served? 

   RESPOND has offices in Somerville 

and Malden and serves these areas as 

well as Everett, Melrose, Medford, 

North Reading, Reading, Stoneham, 

Wakefield, Winchester and Woburn, 

Massachusetts.  Each year, RESPOND 

serves more than 3000 women and 

their children. In 2001, RESPOND 

answered almost 2200 hotline calls and 

provided shelter for 51 women and 18 

children. 

   Community Outreach&Training  

   To make a real impact in ending 

abuse, RESPOND believes strongly in 

the power of knowledge-- educating 

both men and women on the issue of 

domestic violence, illustrating how 

they can be a part of the solution. To do 

this, RESPOND offers training to busi-

nesses, HMOs and hospitals, schools 

and universities, police officers, com-

munity groups, and social workers. 

Training focuses on understanding the 

impact of domestic violence, recogniz-

ing the signs of abuse, and supporting 

victims and survivors of abuse. 

Want to Learn More? 

   Come and hear the Director of RE-

SPOND talk at the Eleventh Hour on 

March 18. (Watch the Sunday bulletin 

and the Outreach bulletin board for 

details.) 

Mission Trip:   

They Still Need Our 

Help in New Orleans 
 

Our Church continues to show its firm 

commitment to help the people still in 

need in New Orleans.  We have just three 

slots to fill for our next mission trip to 

New Orleans from June 23 - 30, 

2007.  Total cost for each trip participant 

is $150.  For more information, contact 

Joe Carter (carterj@servicebyair.com, 

781.721.1621) or anyone on the Outreach 

Commission, by February 15.  We are 

preparing to purchase plane tickets, so 

we need to firm up the names of all 12 

participants. 

Sharing the 
Birthday 
Spirit 
 At our 

All-Church Birthday Party  

   On Sunday, March 4, during coffee 

hour, we will again enjoy one of our 

Church's favorite annual events -- the All

-Church Birthday Party.  This year, the 

Membership and Outreach Commissions 

are working together to help needy 

women in Boston to get more enjoyment 

from their birthdays, too.  As part of our 

relationship with the Women's Lunch 

Place, a day shelter for homeless women 

in Boston 

(www.womenslunchplace.org), we will 

be collecting small gifts at our All-

Church Birthday Party for all the women 

served by the WLP 

.  Popular gifts include slippers, toiletry 

sets, jewelry, and clothing items.  These 

items need to be brand new.  We will 

have baskets in Chidley Hall to gather 

your contributions of birthday  

gifts.  Thank you for helping to bring a 

smile to these women on their birthdays. 

 

You can visit RESPONDôs website at: 

http://www.respondlinc.org. 

Habitat for Humanity 
will be coming up again on Saturday, 

March 10 in Lawrence; and again in 

the spring, on May 19.  Interested 

adults and youth 16 years of age and 

older should contact Doug Taylor at  

 

781-729-6258; or   

mccall-taylor@verizon.net. 
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WILL YOU SERVE YOUR CHURCH?  

It takes many people with diverse experience, skills, perspectives and energy to support the ministries and pro-

grams of our church.   We need your help!  Contributing your time and talents to the church is a wonderful way 

to connect more deeply with your church community and to enrich the lives of others as well as your own 

through shared ministry.  Please consider joining one of the churchôs commissions: 

Christian Education:  Children &Youth, Adult, Library 

Facilities & Personnel 

Financial Resources 

Health Ministry 

Leadership Development 

Membership Life & Development 

Outreach 

There will be opportunities to speak with current and past members of each of the commissions during coffee 

hours in March.    Sign-ups will also be taking place during this period.  For a brief description of each commis-

sionôs focus, please see page 4.  If you are an experienced hand, consider stretching to try something new.  If you 

are considering serving on a commission for the first time, go ahead and take the plunge!  Your connection to the 

church will become even more meaningful.   

We look forward to talking with you to explore how your interests and the needs of the church may come to-

gether.  Please call us with your thoughts and questions.  We will also be seeking you! 

The Leadership Development Commission 

Jan Koss (781-729-2790), Sue Leathers (781-721-0483),  

Jean Mortensen (781-729-7424), Kaye Nash (781-721-5752),  

Jena Roy( 781-729-2520), Jordan Shin (781-538-5115) 

 

A LETTER  
TO THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
 
Dear Church Ladies: 

 The Womenôs Association is in need of help!  This organi-

zation has been in existence for many years and has been helpful to 

all: 

1. through our various activities we are able to raise money for      

 our various charities; 

2. we make lasting friendships with folks of all ages; 

3.     every money-raising event that we have allows us to further              

 connect with each other and to  help  our church as well. 

 

Ideas and suggestions are NEEDED.  What can we do to keep 

this group going?  Ideas are needed from all ages ï young and 

old.  Please come to a meeting at the home of Muriel Penna at 

666 Main Street, Apartment 411 on Thursday, February 8th at 

9:30 a.m.  Letôs see what we can do to be helpful.  If you can-

not come to the meeting and have some ideas, call me, Muriel, 

at 781-729-2889.   

Muriel Penna 

Ruth Group  

Upcoming Ruth Group discussions: 

 

February 25, 2007 

Godôs Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left 

Doesnôt Get It, by Jim Wallis 

Location to be determined.  Laurie Roby, Facilitator 

 

March 25, 2007 

Housekeeping, by Marilynne Robinson 

Location to be determined.  Carol Jones, Facilitator 

 

April 29, 2007 

The Year of Magical Thinking: A Memoir, by Joan Didion 

Location: Karen Robertsô home.  Facilitator to be deter-

mined. 

 

The group aims for titles that are in paperback.  Winchesterôs 

Book Ends usually offers discounts on  the selected books. 

 

Questions about the Ruth Group may be directed to Susan 

Sawyer, 781-721-1476 or Karen Roberts, 781-729-9518. 

 

Rides are always available.  Donôt hesitate to call if you 

need. transportation. 



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30ï6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

AMAZING DISCOVERY:   

SNOW IS NOT NEEDED FOR A GOOD SKI TRIP... 

 

...Yes, thatôs what we discovered on this yearôs Martin Luther King weekend ski trip.  

We did have some snow ï Sugarloaf is pretty far north ï but the skiing wasnôt the best.  

But the fun and fellowship were, as you can see by the picture.  The group discussions 

were based on The Big Questions ï ñWhat is órightô?ò, ñWhy do bad things happen?ò 

and ñWhatôs for dinner?ò.  All three were thoroughly explored and answered ï al-

though not with the same answer for everyone.  Thanks to the older youth who led the 

group discussions. Thanks to Bruce Lauterwasser and Sally Hawksworth for coming 

along as chaperones.   

YOUTH COFFEE HOUSE  

TO SUPPORT MISSION TRIP 
In March, the church youth will be host-

ing a coffee house to raise funds for their 

upcoming mission trip to Puerto Rico.  

Details are not finalized at this moment, 

but we know it will include music and 

comedy as well as coffee and munchies.  

Watch this space and the church bulletin 

boards for specifics in the next couple of 

weeks. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP  

A SELLOUT  
The Spring Youth Mission trip is fully sub-

scribed, and then some.  This overwhelming 

response could be due to an increased sense of 

mission on the part of the youth, or to the lo-

cation of Puerto Rico.  Most likely, it is in 

response to both things.  WE will be going to 

Yuquiyu Camp and Conference Center in 

Puerto Rico.  This camp is similar to our own 

Craigville Conference Center on Cape Cod.  

The centerôs mission is to provide much 

needed opportunities for recreation and learn-

ing for the islandôs children as well as confer-

ence facilities for religious and academic 

groups.  They also run a hospice for AIDS 

patients.  Our work will be in maintenance and 

repair.  We will work both outside and inside, 

working on the grounds and the hospice, camp 

and conference center buildings.  We will be 

there from April 14th to the 20th.  Want to be a 

part of this adventure?  Look for opportunities 

to support the youth in their fund raising 

events.   

YOUTH SUPPORT COMMITTEE  
The newly created Youth Support Committee has come together to assist 

Judy Arnold with the behind the scenes planning details for our youth 

throughout the year.  These needs encompass food, drivers, chaperones, 

and host houses.  With respect to the food needs, we are asking each fam-

ily to contribute $15 for one child or $25 for two or more children, toward 

our food budget for the year.   We plan to use these monies to stock a food 

pantry for the on-going weekly activities (e.g. Prime Time, D&D, Forum, 

J2A), which we hope will eliminate the need for sign-up lists, tracking and 

last minute demands on our time.  

 

 If you havenôt responded to the mailing with your check, would you please 

make your check out to:  The First Congregational Church of Winchester; 

and send it to: 

 

Penny Sparrow  

11 Leslie Road 

Winchester, MA 01890 

 

Sincerely,  

The Youth Support Committee: 

 Beth Bernhardt, Marianne Carter, Barbara Rinn, Penny Sparrow and 

Mary Turner 


