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 ADVENT 2009 
December 5-21 

City Mission Society Christmas Shop, Chidley Hall 

 

December 6 

Worship and Communion 

Eleventh Hour:  A Christian Concept of Healthcare 

 

December 7 

Womenôs Christmas Gathering 

 

December 9 

Second Wednesday Bible Study 

 

December 13 

Worship 

Present Christmas Giving Tree Gifts 

Cookie Walk 

 

December 17 

Service of Light 

 

December 19 

Habitat for Humanity Workday  

The Dwelling Place 

 

December 20 

Christmas Sunday 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Delivery of Christmas Plants to Homebound  

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Family Christmas Pageant 

Christmas Eve Communion 

 

December 25 

Christmas Day 

 

December 27 

Worship and Carol Sing 

Ruth Group 

 

December 31 

New Yearôs Eve 

New Yearôs Eve Dance 

 
     And she gave birth 

to her first-born son 

and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths, and 

laid him in a manger, 

because there was no 

place for them in the 

inn. 

Luke 2:7 

 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Summer Shaud, Church School Coordinator (Interim) 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

Telephone (781-729-9180) & 

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Sarah Marino  

 first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 10 

General Messages: 

  ext. 00 

Skip         skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Summer Summershaud@ gmail.com 

  ext.15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

Brad  brad@fcc-winchester.org 

  ext. 17 

Gay  ggwill@aol.com 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make 

the Spire responsive to the needs 

and interests of our church 

community. 

The deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of the preceding month 

(i.e., the deadline for the 

November Spire is October 15).  

Submissions may be made to the 

Spire mailbox in the Church 

of f ice or via e-mai l  to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  Meet 

at the church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk during 

all seasons.  All are welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 
Marriage:  

Janina Kerr -Bryant  

and Elizabeth Kerr-Bryant  

 were married on October 22, 2009. 

Birth:  

Adelie Claire Scoville  

was born to  

Helen Roby and Josh Scoville  

on June 21, 2009.   

Adelie is the granddaughter  

 of Laurie Roby. 
Baptisms: 

Xavier Thomas Gobes, 

son of Vanessa and Michael Gobes,  

was baptized on November 8, 2009. 

Leopold Ashton Seltenrich,  

son of Elizabeth and Richard Seltenrich, 

was baptized on November 8, 2009. 

 

In Memoriam:   

Our hearts go out 

to Jake and Kathleen Zagata  

on the death of Jakeôs mother, 

Helen (Obremski) Zagata. 

NEW MEMBERS  
On November 1, 2009, we wel-

comed into First Congregational 

Church membership: 

Erin and Mike Dorr, 

Christian and Carrie Ehrbar,  

Kimberley and Mike Farina,  

Clint and Kathy Kendall,  

Wendy and Roy Procops,  

Kate Puzzanghera and Priscilla 

Saltmarsh. 

WELCOME!  
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From the Ministry Team ñ 
 

ñSo, the question óWhat do you want for Christmas?ô is a 

valid one  This year, I invite you to ask Jesus that question.ò 
Dear Friends: 
 ñWHAT DO YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS?ô IS 

A COMMON QUESTION THIS TIME OF YEAR..  Some-

times itôs idle conversation, and sometimes itôs very serious.  

When the man in the red suit and white beard asks it, chil-

dren are prepared with lists and specifications:  ña 20-inch 

bike ï not the 18-inch one, okay?ò  Like it or not, for many, 

Christmas is all about gifts and I donôt just mean receiving 

them.  In my family giving the right gift was an Olympic 

event.   My older brother was particularly good at it.  He 

traveled a lot and brought back little pieces of art; heôd 

browse second hand bookshops and find copies of Look or 

Life magazine from the week of someoneôs birthday; he gave 

my father a bound copy of notes a family ancestor had made 

when heôd traveled the Amazon in the 1800ôs.  I should have 

been grateful for his thoughtfulness, but mostly I felt com-

petitive.  It wasnôt exactly the spirit of Christmas that I felt 

when, during the Bicentennial, I found a childôs silver Chris-

tening cup that was a replica of my Motherôs Mayflower an-

cestorôs cup.  What joy!  No way could he top that.  I 

thought Iôd finally ñwonò until years later when my mother 

showed it to me and said, ñSee what Terry gave me.ò  Grrrrrr.   
 So, I was thinking about gifts and how they can be the 

focal point of Christmas.   Matthew tells us Wise Men* came from 

the East, 2asking, óWhere is the child who has been born king of 

the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,* and have come to 

pay him homage.ô  The gold, frankincense and myrrh that were 

given in homage have come to be understood almost as birthday 

gifts to Jesus which we mirror when we exchange gifts.  But thatôs 

not the case.  The Wise Men gave their gifts not in celebration of a 

birth but in ñhomageò.  Homage is a sign of respect for someone to 

whom one feels indebted.  Gifts given in homage are gifts given in 

response.  The Wise Men offered their gifts because they had first 

received something.  Jesus came to give us gifts, not to receive 

them.  He came to be a living message of Godôs love, to be visible 

evidence of the creatorôs care for creation.  Christ came to remind 

us that we are called to love God with our whole being and to trust 

God with our every breath.  Jesus came to bring us gifts. The Wise 

Men knew they beheld something extraordinary and yet something 

as familiar and timeless as a newborn baby.  They responded with 

gifts of homage.   

 So, the question, ñwhat do you want for Christmas?ò is a 

valid one.  This year, I invite you to ask Jesus that question.  And I 

advise you to be prepared that what Christ wants is for you to ac-

cept the gift he came to give and for you to respond with your life.  

So, my prayer for you this Christmas is that you are able to receive 

Christôs gift, fully and joyfully.  May the blessing of Christmas be 

yours today and always. 

  With love on behalf of the Ministry Team, 

      Judy 

Leaves from the Library ñ 

   Do check out the latest Karen Armstrong book, 

The Case for God.   We also have replaced the older Karen 

Armstrong book, The Spiral Staircase,  in which she nar-

rates her experience as a nun in a Catholic order.   We also 

now have a copy in the library of the Gil Rendle book Holy 

Conversations: Strategic Planning as a Spiritual Practice 

for Congregations.   

 Of course, this month  you may also want to ex-

plore our collection of Christmas books, many for children 

(any visiting grandchildren?) and also an assortment of holi-

day books for adults, some inspirational, others practical 

aids.  Anyone for decorating or recipe suggestions? 

Marjorie Moore 

ðððððððð 

From Adult Education ñ 

"What would a Christian health care system look like?" 

will be the topic of an eleventh hour discussion on Sunday, 

December 6.  Three members of our faith community, each 

knowledgeable from more than one perspective on this 

complex issue, will lead the discussion.  Deirdre Giblin, a 

lawyer, Dick Sayre, a trustee of two local health-care insti-

tutions, and Peter Rosenberger, a neurologist at MGH, will 

offer their thoughts to stimulate our thinking. 

 

 Please plan to join us at about 11:30 a.m. in the 

Palmer Room on December 6. 

Paul Rahmeier 

Christmas Plants  
If  you would like to donate a chancel Christmas plant as a 

memorial, or in honor of someone, please fill out this form 

and either place it in the offering plate in an envelope 

marked ñChristmas plantsò or take it to the church office by 

December 13th.  Please include a check: the plants are $15 

apiece.  If your family can help deliver the flowers after the 

service on Christmas Sunday, December 20, that would be 

very much appreciated.. 

 

I wish to purchase _____________________plants. 

 

 

__in memory of _______________________________ 

 

 

__in honor of     _______________________________ 

 

 

              _______________________________ 

 

 

Donor:_______________________________________

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator Tom Kahl 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer David Peretti  
Asst. Treasurer Keith Russell 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 
Bookkeeper Gay Williams 
Spire Editor Mike Redding 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Steve Haggett, Head Deacon; Joe Carter, 
Janice Wilson, Debra Damren, Chris 
Noble, Meg Shin, Anne Hoenicke, Walter 
Ogier and Karen Roberts. The Diaconate 
assists the pastoral team in the spiritual 
care of the Church and provides active 
administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Paul Rahmeier (Chair), 

Mike Regentz, Karen Roberts and  Vicki 

Waterbury.  Children/Youth: Gretchen 

Clarke (Chair), Terry Marotta, Jodi 

Collins-Skinner, Martha Tucker,    Cindy 

Wankowicz and David Weir. .Library 

Committee:  Marjorie Moore. The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Facilities: John Fiske (Chair),  Marianne 

Carter, Deb DePeter, Tom Dunn, Rick 

Forzese,  Barry McArdle and Becky 

Tellefsen.  Personnel: Lynne Rahmeier 

(Chair), Elizabeth Cooper, Darlene 

Heikkinen, Ralph Marotta, Alex Rohall 

and   Penny Sparrow The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Michael Bailey (Chair), Douglas Clarke,  
David DuBard, Brian Koss, Rich 
MacNeille,    Nick Troisi and  Carl 
Turissini .  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 

Commission UPdates  

donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry    Pam Budner and Karen 
Martin (Chairs), Cathy Crabtree, Kris 
Montgomery, Paul Puzzanghera, Sybil 
Rchardson (Co-chair, Flowers), Bob 
Shirley and Branda Wilhoite. TheHealth 
Ministry Commission encourages 
members to enhance their faith by living 
the connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 

John Mutterperl..    This Commission 

plans and implements programs to 

enhance the leadership skills of persons 

active in the church, and seeks to match 

peopleôs skills and interests with the 

various needs of the Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Jan Koss and Susan Leathers (Co-
Chairs), Lisa Der, Fred Greene,   Peter 
Rosenberger, Alice Senko and Vicki 
Waterbury. The Membership Life and 
Development Commission develops 
programs to increase Church 
membership and to strengthen the life 
of the Church. 

Outreach 

 Robin Delurey (Chair),  John Crabtree,  

Leigh Kelliher,   Diane Lord, Bill 

McCarter, Kate Puzzanghera and Louise 

Ritenhouse.  The Outreach Commission 

promotes opportunities for outreach 

ministries and giving by all persons 

associated with the Church and oversees 

the outreach programs and mission giving 

of the church.  
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For your reflection  

 Recommended lectionary readings 

for 

DECEMBER 

 

December 6 
Mal 3:1-4 or Bar 5:1-9; 

 Luke 1:68-79;  

Phil 1:3-11 

 Luke 3:1-6 

December 13 
Zeph 3:14-20;  

Isa 12:2-6; 

 Phil 4:4-7; 

 Luke 3:7-18 

December 20 
Micah 5:2-5a;  

Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps 80:1-7;  

Heb 10:5-10;  

Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

December 27 
1 Sam 2:18-20, 26; 

 Ps 148; 

 Col 3:12-17;  

Luke 2:41-52 

 

To: All Boards and 

  Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and  

 Mailings 
 

In order to efficiently process  materi-

als submitted to the church office, we 

request your attention to the following 

important deadlines: 

 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 am 

 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

 

Inserts  three days before 

  mailing or publication  

 

Please  submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on 

 Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production.   

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Church Office Hours 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday through Friday 

CONSTANT CONTACT  

 Sign up to join our Constant 

Contact e-mail list directly on our 

home page.  With Constant Contact, 

you can get reminders of special 

church events and you can sign up 

to read the Spire online.  (You can 

cancel at any time.) 

 Contact Sarah in the church 

office,  781-729-9180.,  or 

first.congregational @verizon.net to 

set it up. 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission reports on current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

This yearõs Special Christmas Offering  is to be awarded to  

the  First Stop Initiative  of the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 
 The Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless has long been a recipient of Church benevolence, and for the past four 

years our Church has been a member church of the Coalition.  In FY ô10 the First Stop Initiative, one of MCHôs most important 

programs, was denied the $500,000.00 budget allotment requested from the Commonwealth that had been initially awarded in FY 

ô09 but was cut in half by mid-year budget cuts.  Since it must rely entirely on gifts and internally generated funds to continue op-

erations, the Outreach Commission has decided to award our Special Christmas Offering entirely to the First Stop Initiative pro-

gram of MCH. 

 MCH developed the First Stop Initiative to meet the need for an early warning, early intervention system to help house-

holds stabilize their housing situations at the first sign of trouble.  First Stop accomplishes this by placing experienced advocates at 

neighborhood health centers to help consumers who are at risk of homelessness to access a range of resources to maintain or secure 

housing.  Advocates are currently located at six neighborhood health centers and at five public schools in Boston, Lynn and Brock-

ton. 

 Early intervention programs that prevent homelessness result in huge savings down the road considering the enormous 

cost of additional shelters, motels/hotels for the homeless, increased disease and mental illness, higher education expenses, to name 

but a few of the huge costs that can be avoided by preventive intervention. 

 Look for a letter from Outreach that will provide more information about the First Stop Initiative and will include an en-

velope for your Special Christmas Offering. 

TOYS AND CAKES DO MIX  

 OUR RESPONSE to the Fall school sup-

ply drive for the  Massachusetts Coalition for the 

Homeless (MCH) was overwhelmingly successful 

and much appreciated by MCH and the thousands 

of homeless children who benefit by this program. 

Although the school supply drive continues 

throughout the year, attention now turns to the toy 

drive for the homeless Kidz to provide something 

for their stockings at Christmas.  Donôt ignore our 

Church Christmas tree gift, but those who wish to 

provide something more for the homeless kids 

should leave any gifts with Sarah who will turn 

over any such donations to MCH. 

 Since mid-November with the help of 

Rite 13 kids, we have been signing up those inter-

ested in ordering a delicious cake for mid-

December delivery prepared for and donated to 

MCH by Dancing Deer Baking Company.  MCH 

is offering a chocolate espresso and a maple pump-

kin cranberry cake, take your pick or  order both.  

Each cake is 16oz, 4 large slices or 8 modest slices, 

and costs $12.00 each.  All proceeds go to help the 

homeless kids.  There are only a few days left to 

place your order, so act by the coffee hour next 

Sunday for delivery by December 16th-18th.   

 And enjoy!!!  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORK DAY    
 THE NEXT Habitat for Humanity work day is set for Sat-

urday, December 19, in Lawrence. Adults, returning college stu-

dents and youth 16 years of age and up, get away from the holiday 

rush and give a gift of safe, decent housing!  Call Doug Taylor at 

781-729-6258 if you are interested. 

FIRST CONGO ECO TEAM  
 DO YOU WANT to... Save money on home energy costs? 

Build community in your church? Leave a healthier planet to your 

children and their children? Showcase Winchester as a leader in 

reducing our stateôs carbon footprint?  
 Join us for our first Eco Team to begin in January.   Let us help you 

reduce your carbon footprint  in a fun, collaborative and educational way! 

    About a month ago, our Church was invited to join in partnership with 

Cool Winchester, a well organized ecologically and environmentally focused 

organization founded by Sustainable Winchester, which forms groups called 

Eco Teams that seek ways to reduce the carbon footprint in the lives of its 

members.  This is an exciting opportunity for members of our congregation to 

actively participate in a very well designed program for energy reduction and 

conservation.   

 If interested, please contact Robin Delurey at  

781-729-2826, rdelurey@yahoo.com  

or Bill McCarter at 781-729-3892, whmccarter@comcast.net  

http://us.mc387.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rdelurey@yahoo.com
http://us.mc387.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=whmccarter@comcast.net
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
  

 DECEMBER OFFERS US the season of Ad-

vent, a time when we are invited to live into the antici-

pation and preparation for the coming of the One who 

turns our world upside down, who offers us a new per-

spective on life, a new way of being.  Traditionally it 

was a deeply spiritual time in which the soul longed and 

waited for Godôs coming.  Yet often for us, in our 21st 

century world, it is a time of frenzy, hurry, and unrealis-

tic expectations of others and ourselves.  Can we as a 

community of faith encourage each other to take the 

time to ponder and pray, to wait and watch, to notice in 

what ways we have become blind to the coming of 

Christ to us in unique, unexpected, even simple ways?  

 It may be important to remember that Jesus 

came to a world in which there was no room for him, no 

welcome at the inn.  Jesus entered life out behind where 

the action was, in the shadow of the inn, where his bed 

was an animal food trough and the heat of the bodies of 

animals helped keep him warm.  Mary and Joseph did 

their best prepare for him, but circumstances were 

hardly simple.  

 How do we usually think of God entering our 

lives?  With a blast of thunder or in a blaze of light?  

Amazingly, Jesus comes to us as one who is completely 

vulnerable, an infant in need of our love and care.  Will 

we offer to hold him this Advent and Christmas?  Will 

we make room for the quiet and comforting time that 

babies need, the invitation an infant offers to be entirely 

in the present moment?  Will we let this experience free 

us from the tyranny of tense (past, present, future) and 

offer us a glimpse of the eternal ñNowò?  Will we let 

God turn our days from places of doing more and more 

to days of living into and offering more love, compas-

sion, and care in our daily life and interactions?  

 Perhaps one of the points of Adventôs waiting 

is to let go of some of the ways we continually control 

and orchestrate everything in our day.  Dare we move 

from our idea of the ñperfectò Christmas to one in 

which God surprises us? The very cracks in our at-

tempts to control Christmas become opportunities for 

God to show us a new way in which love takes the 

place of force, connection triumphs over ñbeing right at 

all costsò, and less activity actually makes our lives 

richer and deeper  

 May this Advent offer us the ñinfinite of the 

infantò, pondering that bright star that points us to the 

most unlikely place where ñonce for a shining moment, 

heaven touched earth!ò  May we all rejoice together at 

this wonderful thing that is coming to pass!  May God 

bless our Advent and Christmas with love, kindness, 

compassion, and hope springing from the people, places, 

and events to which we open ourselves, trusting Godôs 

Spirit to guide us to our Bethlehem.   

  

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth,  

Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

 

WE HOST CITY MISSION SOCIETYôS  

CHRISTMAS SHOP AGAIN THIS YEAR  
 FROM SUNDAY DECEMBER 5th  through Tuesday De-

cember 15th we will once again host the City Mission Societyôs 

Christmas Shop in Chidley Hall.  During this time we will witness 

the spirit of Christmas working its wonder.  

  

HOW CAN YOU HELP?   
Be patient with the ñmessò, realizing it is a ñHoly Messò. 

 

Pray for the workers and the families who will receive the gifts. 

 

Tell your children whatôs happening and why:  more than 1,700 

adults and children in the Greater Boston Metropolitan area re-

ceive Christmas Gifts through this program.   

For many, these are the only gifts they will receive or 

 be able to give their children 

 

Bring in gifts!  A list of what is needed is posted on the bulletin 

board outside Chidley. 

 

Help collect or sort the gifts.  Drop by on a Sunday afternoon or 

call Carl McDonald at CMS (617)742-6830 ext. 210 

ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 

JOIN THE WISE MEN IN  

 SEARCHING FOR  

THE BABY JESUS 
 MOST PEOPLE KNOW that 

the reason we exchange gifts on Christ-

mas is to mirror the gifts that the Wise 

Men brought to the Christ Child.   

 What you might not know is that those gifts were given, 

not on Christmas Day, but on Epiphany.  Epiphany is January 

6th-- the 12th day after Christmas.  Thatôs right ï the 12th day ï 

with all the turtle doves and geese a-laying, and maids a milk-

ing, etc.    

 This year we will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday Janu-

ary 3rd.    This is how it goes:  we begin with a potluck dinner ï 

around 5:00.   Thereôs a special dessert with a secret about it.  

After dinner, three special ones  - Wise Men (or women, boys 

or girls) ï lead the group through the darkened church building ,  

guided by a few battery-powered candles,  to locate the star 

over the baby in the manger.   When we find the baby we, 

like the Wise Men before us, will worship him.  We will sing a 

few songs and hear a story or two.   Then, also like the Wise 

Men, we will continue our journey home,  carrying with us a 

special instruction and a special blessing.  This is a great family 

event.  

  Kids love the search for the baby through the dark 

church.  Itôs a great way to continue Christmas beyond the pre-

sents and the tree.   The whole celebration should be finished 

by 7:00 p.m. 
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CONVERSATIONS ON THE JOURNEY  

 

Sharing Our Stories ï Sharing Our Faith   

(A Continuation of our Holy Conversations Dialogue)   
Each month members of our congregation, privately or in small groups, reflect on Conversations on the Journey around a specif ic 

them e for the month.   Please use this material to join us in your own reflections, individually, as a family, and/or when you meet 

with a church group or commission this month.   
     

Advent/Christmas 2009 Theme é ñIncarnation:  God with us! ò 
   

ñO come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel   

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appearé  

Rejoice!   Rejoice!   

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.ò   

--  Pilgrim Hymnal 110   
  

 

 

 

BIBLE STORY: Matthew 1:18 - 24 18  Now  the birth of Jesus the Messiah *  took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a  righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, óJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.ô 22All this took place to fulfil l what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet:  

23óLook, the virgin sh all conceive and bear a son,  

    and they shall name him Emmanuelô, which means, óGod is with us.ô  
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her 
as his wife . . .   
 

MY STORY/OUR STORY:    

 What difference would it have made if Joseph had left Mary? 

 Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ DƻŘ άŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘέ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΚ 

 Do you make room in your daily plans for God? 

 ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ  

 What are some daily practices that can keep our ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ 
 

PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER:  (To be used when groups meet)   

Spend a few moments in silent prayer for the person on your right.   If something they shared during the above 

ñconversationò particularly struck you, you could offer a silent prayer of gratitude for their openness, a prayer of 

comfort and love for a concern they expressed.   If nothing specific comes to mind, silently thank God for their 

presence and for the opportunity you both have to share the journey of faith with each other.   The leader 

will draw the time of silent prayer to a close with ñAmenò. 

In one of his Christmas sermons, Meister Eckhart spoke of the virgin birth as something that happens within us. . . The 

story of the virgin birth is the story of Christ being born within us through the union of the Spirit of God with our flesh. 

Ultimately, the story of Jesus' birth is not just about the past, but about the internal birth in us in the present.  Marcus Borg 

 



For Further Reflection: 

 

In the face of Jesus' crucifixion and then the many sufferings of the early church, it would have been easy for 
early Christians to tell this painful story: God has abandoned us. We are foolish to give our lives to this work; 
our gospel is good news to no one, least of all to us. But instead, they recognized and proclaimed another 
story. In Matthew, they told the story of a child who was born among us as the fulfillment of God's promises 
through time. They told the story of a young woman pregnant through the Holy Spirit and the story of her 
fiance, whose roots connected their family to King David and whose dreams saved their lives. 

This is a season that our ancestors in faith created because they knew we need it. We need a time to tell the 
story of God's coming among us, past and present and future. Who has taught us better to go through the 
process of truth-telling than the witnesses of Jesus' crucifixion, who chose to transform their initial painful story 
of God's abandonment and the loss of Jesus into a story of God's unfailing promise, Jesus' passionate 
commitment to God, and God's raising Jesus from the dead? They have shown us the way in this season to 
transform our stories and proclaim them, offering hope, peace, and joy. ςJoy McDonald Coltvet 

 

Advent and Christmas focus both on the pastð
the coming of Jesus as an infant born into 
poverty in Bethlehem, and the futureðthe 
coming of Christ in glory to fulfill Godôs loving 
purposes for humanity.  

Advent this year comes at a time of anxiety 
and hope. Many of us are struggling and are 

afraid for our future. It's not easy to hope when 
times are bad. Mary, as she waited for the birth 
of her child into an uncertain world, knew how 
to live with hopeðto believe the promises of 
God. So Advent is a time when we wait, with 
Mary, for the birth of new life into a world living 
in shadows.ðUCC Spirit Cafe 

 

 One Solitary Life 

He was born in an obscure village, 

The child of a peasant woman. 

He grew up in still another village, 

Where he worked in a carpenter 

shop 

Until he was thirty. 

Then for three years 

He was an itinerant preacher. 

He never wrote a book. 

He never held an office. 

He never had a family or owned a 

house. 

He didn't go to college. 

He never visited a big city. 

He never traveled two hundred 

miles 

From the place where he was born. 

 

He did none of the things 

One usually associates with 

greatness. 

He had no credentials but himself. 

He was only thirty-three 

When the tide of public opinion 

turned against him. 

His friends ran away.  

He was turned over to his enemies. 

And went through the mockery of a 

trial. 

He was nailed to a cross 

Between two thieves. 

While he was dying, 

His executioners gambled for his 

clothing, 

The only property he had on Earth. 

 

When he was dead, 

He was laid in a borrowed grave 

Through the pity of a friend. 

Twenty centuries have come and 

gone, 

And today he is the central figure 

Of the human race, 

And the leader of mankind's 

progress. 

All the armies that ever marched, 

All the navies that ever sailed, 

All the parliament that ever sat, 

All the kings that ever reigned, 

Put together have not affected 

The life of man on Earth 

As much as that one  solitary  life. 

τDr James Allen Francis, 
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 Sundays 

Journey to 

Adulthood 
9:00-10:00 am. 

Rite 13 
10:00-11:00 am. 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï9:00 pm 

YOUTH GRADES  
AND ACTIVITIES : 

Forum ï high school 

Ski trip ï 7th and up 

Rite 13 ï  7th and 8th 

J2Að9th and 10th 

Mission Trip ï high school 

Youth Sunday Overnight ï  

7th and up 

 (juryôs still out on 6th) 

 
 

Parents of Teens Gathering December 13 
 THE PARENTS OF TEENS gatherings continue right now on an irregular 

schedule and a movable feast ï the 6th grade classroom is in use.  We will meet on 

December 13h in the HEALTH MINISTRY office.  It is our hope that these gather-

ings provide support for one another in faithful and faith-filled parenting.  This gather-

ing is open to parents of both Rite 13 kids and J2A kids ï as well as any other parents 

of teens  

ðððððððð 

Christmas Giving Tree 
DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON, it is our churchôs tradition to provide 

gifts to some of our neighbors in need.  In this Advent season of anticipation 

and preparation for the birth of Christ, you may give in several ways: 
Rosieôs Place Residence,  a home for homeless women 

living with AIDS. 

Woburn Council of Social Concern, to which you can give toys 

for those in the Childrenôs Program. 

Germaine Lawrence School,  a residential treatment center and 

school in Arlington Heights for troubled adolescent girls. 

 Giving ornaments will be placed on the Christmas tree 

in the Sanctuary on November 29th.  Please take one or more to 

fulfill a gift wish and replace the ornament with an angel from 

the basket.  Families may wish to combine with others to fulfill 

large gift requests. 

ALL GIFTS MUST BE  UNDER THE TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th 

ðððððððð 

Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner December 20th 
 ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20th, the church youth,  grades 7 through 12, 

will celebrate Christmas by eating their way around Winchester.  Traditionally kids 

roam in a hungry pack from house to house ï appetizers in one house, main dish in a 

second house and dessert in a third.  The grazing begins at church at 5:45 p.m. and we 

expect to be at the first house around 6:00.  The evening will wind up at church at 

9:00 p.m. 

 We need host houses, cooks and adults to accompany the roving mob.  A 

signup sheet is in the hall at church, or see Judy to volunteer your help or your house. 
THE WINTER WEEKEND FOR YOUTH  

(7th grade and up) this year will be from 

Friday, January 22 to Sunday, January 24.   

 We will ski again at Gunstock, 

BUT, we will be staying at the Sparrowsô 

house in New Hampshire.  They have very 

kindly allowed us to use it.   Gunstock is 

very close by and offers both skiing 

(downhill and cross country) and snow-

shoeing.  

 At the Sparrowsô house there are 

games galore, ping-pong and a hot tub.  

There are woods, which we are hoping will 

be snow-covered and make for an excellent 

snowball fight.   

 We will leave after dinner on the 

22nd and return in early afternoon on the 

24th.  Check your e-mail for details about 

signup and ski trip requirements. 

FORUM YOUTH MISSION TRIP  
 THIS YEAR, WE ARE GOING 

TO CHICAGO during April school vaca-

tion week.  We will be serving there with 

Discovering Opportunities for Outreach 

and Reflection (DOOR), which is a minis-

try of the Mennonite Church. 

  Weôll be taking the train to and from Chicago. We plan to leave Boston on 

Saturday, April 17 and return on Saturday, April 24.  In Chicago, we will stay at 

Church of the Brethren.  

  Our work will include preparing and serving meals at a soup kitchen; help-

ing with homeless childrenôs programs, cleaning feeding kitchens and shelters, urban 

gardening; meeting and listening to groups and individuals who are working for 

change in the city, and conversing and worshipping with city folks. 

  The cost of to come on the trip is $300.  This includes transportation, lodg-

ing and meals in Chicago and all program expenses.  Meals on the train to and from 

Chicago will be the individualôs responsibility.   The actual cost of the trip is more 

than the $300 number.  To ensure that as many kids as possible can have this experi-

ence, the church underwrites approximately 40% of it.   There is a firm deadline of 

January 10th. (No kidding, really!)   If you are interested in coming, please  return the 

sign up form you received in the mail, or ask Judy for a form.   

HAPPY  

HOLIDAYS!  
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Health  & Wellness   Ministry   

Touchstones is a womenôs weekly forum focused on faith, health and wholeness.  Touchstones meets on Tuesdays 

from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the Palmer Room.  All women from the church and the wider community are warmly 

invited . Join us for ADVENT REFLECTIONS, Tuesdays, December 1, 8 and 15. 

            Join us to give yourself the very first 

gift of the season, by allowing yourself the 

time and space to be present with us for three 

Tuesdays.  Draw close to the center of the 

season by considering your faith journey and 

its development.  Consider how you give and 

receive the gift of faith.  Rejoice and reflect 

with Kathleen and Debbie as they guide the 

Experience. 

 

óLET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOMô 

 Begin your spiritual preparation for the busy Christmas 

Season. Stop, take a breath, and center yourself with 

inspiration, music, and friendship at  

 

 A WOMENôS CHRISTMAS GATHERING  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009 

7 ï 8:30 pm 

First Congregational Church- 

Tucker and Palmer Rooms 

  

Please bring: 

*A friend with you  

*An appetizer or dessert - ready to serve 

*A warm gift of gloves, mittens, hats, 

scarves, or socks placed in an open gift bag 

for a woman at Rosieôs Place in Boston 

  

ALL WOMEN INVITED  

For further information:  

 Kris Montgomery at montgomeryk@aol.com 

Marsha Lamson at 781.721.2188  

Dear Church Family, 

 PLEASE JOIN with other 

members of our faith community to 

deliver our Christmas message of 

joy, and a poinsettia plant, to indi-

viduals in the FCC community who 

are homebound or in a nursing facil-

ity.  Plants will be available for pickup after worship on  

Christmas Sunday, December 20th. 

Organized by the Health Ministry Commission. 

 Note: please see the form on page 3 of the Spire for 

giving Christmas plants to the church for Christmas Sunday. 

Back by popular demandé  

             The Annual Cookie Walk,                        

Sunday, December 13th                        

during Coffee Hour 

 DONôT MISS  this favorite 

holiday event!  come and hand-pick your 

plate of home-baked Christmas goodies!   

Bakers, as always we need your help!  

Contributions of holiday cookies may be 

brought to Chidley Hall any time before 

the service on the 13th, starting at 

8:45AM.   Simple presentation (plate, 

paper plate, foil-lined pan) is fine.  Please 

identify your item and indicate whether it 

contains any nuts or nut ingredients 

(including pine or pignolia nuts).   

 Volunteer help will be welcome 

before, during, and after the event.   This 

is a fund-raiser for the worthy charities 

supported by our church.  Feel free to 

c o n t a c t  K a r e n  R o b e r t s 

(kerob@comcast.net or 781-729-0518) if 

you have questions, and thanks to all in 

advance!  

A Service of Light 
ñOnly in the darkness does the bright light shine through.ò 

 

Ripley Chapel Service  

Thursday, December 17th, 7 pm 

Please join us for a service of candlelight, music and 

scripture readings, for a time to re-balance during the 

seasonal rush.  An evening in which to experience the 

private way Christ enters the heart when illness, loss 

or change have occurred. A time to remember those 

we hold dear but who are not with us this Christmas. 

 

This service is open to the wider Winchester Community. 

 

For questions or a ride, call  

the Health Ministry Office at 781-729-9180, ext.16. 

 

Hereôs wishing you  

and yours  

a blessed holiday season. 

mailto:kerob@comcast.net

