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Advent 2007 
December 1-December 18 

City Mission Society Christmas Shop 

 

December 2 

Worship, 10 am 

Hanging of the Greens 

Intergenerational Communion Service 

Christmas Giving Tree: pick ornaments 

 

December 4 

Touchstones, 12:30 pm 

Preparing for Christmas 

 

December 9 

Worship, 10 am 

 

December 11 

Touchstones, 12:30 pm 

Preparing for Christmas 

 

December 16 

Worship, 10 am 

Bring Giving Tree gifts 

Cookie Walk, 11:15 am 

 

December 18 

Touchstones, 12:30 pm 

Preparing for Christmas 

 

December 20 

Service of Light, 7:00 pm 

 

December 23 

Christmas Sunday 

Lessons and Carols, 10 am 

Delivery of flowers  

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Family Service and Pageant, 6 pm 

Candlelight Communion, 11 pm 

 

 

Today in the town 

of David a Savior 

has been born to 

youé. 

 

            Luke 2:11 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Minister of Music    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers  

E-mail Contact Information:  
 

Office Manager:  

  Marianne Motherway  

  first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 
Baptisms: 

 

Mia Riley Crones 

Child of Matthew and Nancy Crones 

Was baptized on November 11, 2007 

 

Charles Parker Harris IV  

Child of Charles and Heather Harris 

Was baptized on November 11, 2007 

 

Tristan Knight Holland McDaniels  

Child of Paul and Cree McDaniels 

Was baptized on November 11, 2007. 

 

 

New Home: 

 

The Crabtrees, 

Cathy, John, Becca and Will,   

have moved.  Their new address is: 

3 Patriots Drive 

Lexington MA 02420. 

 

They can be reached at: 

781-862-3540 and also at 

cathydrabtree@comcast.net, and 

crabtreejohn@comcast.net. 

 Merry Christmas 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
Dear Friends: 

One Christmas Eve in Vermont my sermon told the 

Christmas story from the perspective of the owner of that 

crowded inn: his thoughts about the young couple who showed 

up in need of shelter; the fact that, overworked and overwhelmed, 

he had come close to closing the door on them; and the result 

that, overjoyed and overcome, he was glad he had not turned 

them away.  That is often the case, I do a thing reluctantly only to 

discover the activity giving me so much more than Iôd ever ex-

pected.  That is often the case for many of us around Christ.  We 

make room for him only as a last resort and find ourselves won-

dering why we hadnôt invited him in before. 

I had that experience recently when our former foster 

daughter, Autumn, came to visit us in October.  I worried that 

concentrating on her and my job would be impossible, that when 

she left Iôd be wiped out for days - sheôs used to getting a lot of 

attention in our brief visits.  But two things happened instead.  

First, my ñjobò became part of the blessing, with so many of you 

greeting her with joy.  (Iôm sure Autumn, who left here at the age 

of three, didnôt remember faces or names, but Iôm also sure that 

she will always remember church as a place where love doesnôt 

disappear even when you do, where there is always a place in the 

inn.) And second, I found myself with energy, lightness and joy 

while she was here AND after she left.  Foster care has turned out 

to carry blessings we hadnôt expected, blessings we could have 

easily missed.  We are sad that Autumn is far away, but we know 

that the place we gave her for that transition year was essential to 

her life journey.  And like with the Christ child, when we made 

room for her in our home, we found we gained more than we 

gave, we found our lives and our souls were the ones trans-

formed. 

We keep the folks at DSS up to date about her ï we send 

pictures and quotes from school reports.  We were saddened to 

learn in response to our last communication that DSS is having 

an extremely hard time finding an inn with room, finding foster 

homes, for infants.  We were saddened, because of those babies 

who are without caring adults in their lives, and we were just as 

saddened for the families that are missing out on the opportunity 

to host an angel unaware in their home.  Maybe youôll welcome 

the Christ Child this Christmas by making room for a child in 

your home, or by giving a gift to a lonely neighbor or by offering 

a warming coffee to the UPS guy.  However you give this year, 

my wish is that in it you receive the true gift of Christmas ï the 

joy hidden within all giving.  Merry Christmas! 

   With Love, 

                                              Judy 

 

If you are interested in learning about becoming a foster home, 

please contact Michelle at DSS.  Her number is 781-388-7132 

and her email is Michelle.Roach@state.ma.us.    

 

Leaves from the Library  
         We are hearing a lot these days about 

Santa Claus and Christmas being slashed 

from school holidays.  This makes it more 

important than ever to share Christian 

Christmas traditions with our children and 

grandchildren who may not be learning them 

elsewhere.  Our church library has an ample 

supply of Christmas books, which will be on 

display every Sunday in December at coffee 

hour. Please take a different one ï or two ï 

o r  t h r e e  -  e v e r y  w e e k . 

        There are three new non-Christmas-

season books in the library: 

 Last Child in the Woods: Saving our  

Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder,  

by Richard Louv 

           Ending Racism in the Church;    

                       by Susan Davies 

and Karen Armstrong's new history of the 

Bible, just out last month,   

                     The Bible: a Biography. 

 Global Warming Committee  

           We are a discussion and action group 

formed this September.  Our purposes are: 

           (1) to share ideas and support in order 

to lower our own personal environmental 

footprint; and  

           (2) to help increase environmental 

awareness and activities in our church com-

munity and society. 

           We are helping the Capital Planning 

Committee to research getting better heating 

systems in our church, including geothermal 

heating and photovoltaic electricity.  Weôll 

be selling energy-efficient light bulbs during 

coffee hour in December. 

           There will be a meeting on Tuesday 

December 11 at 7-9 PM in the Palmer Room. 

Our Committee will be hosting a networking 

meeting of representatives from local 

churches, the Town, Sustainable Winchester, 

and others who wish to come together to 

share and learn what we are all  doing for the 

environment.   Please comeðall are wel-

come!  For space planning purposes,  please 

let Susan Lennox know at 781-721-6698 , or 

slennox1@juno.com. 

A Note from the Treasurer  
        The end of the Calendar (and the tax  

year) is nearly upon us.  The Treasury would 

appreciate your review of your 2007 pledges 

and gifts of stock and cash to the church as 

we come to yearôs end. 

          Thank you, 

 Peter Van Aken,  Treasurer 

mailto:Michelle.Roach@state.ma.us


It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Anne Hoenicke 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Penny Sparrow, Head Deacon; Lynne 
Rahmeier, Peter Woolford, Tom Kahl, 
Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zimmerman; Joe 
Carter, Steve Haggett, Janice Wilson.  The 
Diaconate assists the pastoral team in the 
spiritual care of the Church and provides 
active administrative leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

and Susan Lennox (co-chairs), Jim 

Donovan, Bob McIndoe, Peter 

Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, MaryEllen Eagan, Karen 

Roberts,  Thomie Tucci, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore.  The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 

Facilities: Tim Bryan (co-chair), Joe 

Bianco, Marianne Carter, Jon Galli, Bob 

Lord,  Andy McKinley, Paul Richardson, 

Bryan Tardiff.  

Personnel: Bruce Alexander and Meg 

Shin (co-chairs), Joe Harris, Cindy 

Mutterperl, Alex Rohall   The Facilities & 

Personnel Commission oversees all 

matters of personnel policy and of the 

care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss (co-chair), Michael Bailey, 
David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, Claudia 
Richter, Jim Richter, Nick Troisi,  Carl 

Commission UPdates  

Turissini.  FR oversees programs to 
provide financial support of and 
donations to the church, and arranges for 
management of the Churchôs endowment 
and other funds. 

Health Ministry   Karen Martin, Sybil 
Richardson (Flower Committee) and 
Branda Wilhoite, co-chairs; Laura Bryan, 
Pam Budner, Carole Cook, Cathy 
Crabtree, Kathryn Scholl, Bob Shirley. 
The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both personally 
and in ministry to others.  Educational 
offerings and healthy life style events are 
offered monthly with fellowship, fitness 
and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development  Jan Koss and 
Susan Leathers (co-chairs), Jean 
Mortensen.  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Suzanne Kahl (chair), Lisa Der, Fred 
Greene, Janet Hall, Isabel Hart, Paul 
Rahmeier, Barbara Rinn,  Louise 
Trakimas, Vicki Waterbury.  The 
Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach  Linda Alexander and Paula 
Giancola (co-chairs),  Beth Bernhardt, 
John Crabtree, Robin Delurey, Nancy 
Howley, Bruce Lauterwasser,  Anne 
Leiserson, Maryann McCall-Taylor, 
Walter Ogier.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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Email    
   Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.            

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.  Please submit to the office 

your request for mailings of 50 or more 

on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  

This will leave Thursdays and Fridays 

free for bulletin production and 

bookkeeping.  Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, M-F 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

DECEMBER 

 

December 2 

Isa 2:1-5  Ps 122; Rom 13:11-14; Matt 

24:36-44 

December 9 

Isa 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-7, 18-19; Rom 15:4

-13; Matt 3:1-12 

December 16 

Isa 35:1-10; Ps 146:5-10 or Luke 1:47-

55; James 5:7-10; Matt 11:2-11 

December 23 

Isa 7:10-16; Ps 80:1-7, 17-19; Rom 1:1-

7; Matt 1:18-25 

                   December 30 

Isa 63:7-9; Ps 148; Heb 

2:10-18; Matt 2:13-23 OR 

Isa 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-7, 10-

14; Eph 3:1-12; Matt 2:1-

12 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach Out!  

 

Habitat for Humanity:  
an enthusiastic group from  First 

Congregational Church continues to 
participate with  the Greater Lawrence 
Area Habitat , which has been doing rehab and new 

construction  in LawrenceMA.  In November the 

group included Linda Alexander, Robin Delurey, Jim 

Donovan, Brian Inglis, Debra and Kyle Glacken, Doug 

McCall-Taylor and John Mutterperl.  The homes on Mar-

ket Street are nearing completion, and some local families 

may be moving in before Christmas.  There are still some pro-

jects underway, so volunteers (age 16 or older) are always wel-

come.  No formal training is required.  Speak with anyone from 

the Outreach Commission, or contact  Robin Delurey  at 781-

729-2826 or rdelurey@yahoo.com for  more information. 

 

Below: Doug Taylor and Brian Inglis are shown doing finish-

ing carpentry at a Habitat home in Lawrence. 

 

Debra Damren and John Mutterperl, above, putting finishing 

touches on the wall board and woodwork at one of the Market 

Street homes in Lawrence during the November 3rd Habitat for 

Humanity workday. 

Linda Alexander, foreground, and fellow Habitat workers in the 

background. 


