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In This Issue:  

 
 

Advent 2006 
 December 3 Worship and Communion at 10 am  

 Hanging of the Greens: 10 am service 

   Christmas Giving Tree: take an ornament ,   

   fulfill a wish 

 

 December 10 Worship at 10 am 

   Cookie Walk at 11:30 am 

   in Chidley Hall 

 

 December 13 Service of Light  Chapel Service  

   at 7:30 pm  

 

 December 17 Worship at 10 am 

   Lessons and Carols 

   Flower delivery 

   Placement of Christmas Giving Tree gifts    

   Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner, 5:45 pm  

 

 December 24 Worship at 10 am 

   Christmas Eve Worship Service at 6 pm 

   Christmas Eve Worship Service at 11 pm 
 

Memorial Poinsettias 
If you would like to donate a 

Christmas plant as a memorial or 

gift, please fill out the order form to 

be found on page 6 in the Spire.  

Order forms are due in the church 

office by Sunday, December 10. 

 

The Christmas plants will be dis-

tributed to our shut-ins following 

worship on December 17. 

 

SERVICE  OF LIGHT 

CHAPEL SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY 

 DECEMBER 13 

7:30 PM 

IN RIPLEY CHAPEL 

  LET EVERY 

HEART  

PREPARE HIM 

ROOM, 

AND HEAVEN 

AND  

NATURE SING 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  

6:00 a.m.  Conditions permitting, we 

walk during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS  

    BY SHARING YOUR DINNER!  

 
Did you know that Meals on Wheels does 

not deliver meals on Christmas?   

Fortunately, most of our Meals on Wheels 

recipients in Winchester have families to 

celebrate with.  But every year there are up 

to eight housebound Winchesterites who 

depend on Meals on Wheels. Church 

Women United has undertaken as a project 

the coordination of Christmas dinners  

for these people - from our tables to 

Theirs.  If you feel you could undertake the 

delivery of a plate of Christmas dinner 

from your table to the home of a house-

bound fellow citizen, please call Marjorie 

Moore, 781-729-7212. 

 

 We will let you know whom you will be 

delivering to, and how to reach them so 

you can let them know what time their 

dinner will be arriving. 

 
LEAVES FROM  
THE LIBRARY  

 As we enter Rudolph and Frosty season, 

think about taking home from our library a 

book for the children about that Christmas 

miracle in Bethlehem so long ago. we have 

dozens just waiting to be shared with   

somebody's children or grandchildren. 

                                                      Marjorie 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
 
I bring you Glad Tidings. 

There is room at the Inn 

again this year. 

 

Advent, for me, is always a season of wonderment.  Amidst holiday preparations and 

connections, it is a time to discern which accommodations, sacrifices and plans will 

ready me to birth the Christ energy anew in my life.  Leafing through my journal, I 

recalled the events that shaped my experience last year. In Touchstones, Ken Orth led 

an Advent meditation.  He began by inviting each of us to visualize walking alone 

down a country road at night.  In the distance the lights of a Country Inn beckoned the 

lone traveler to come near.  Joyful sounds of laughter and song could be heard as one 

peered through the windows at the festive scene within.  The front entrance was only 

steps away, but upon approaching, a sign on the front door read ñNo Vacan-

cies.ò  Taking a deep breath to reorient myself, I began to walk on, realizing this was 

not the destination I was seeking.  A glance to the rear of the Inn revealed an out 

building. Its door was slightly ajar allowing light to escape.  Curiously, I entered.  The 

light was coming from the back of the barn, a golden light that radiated hope. 

 
Last year an unexpected and last minute knock was heard at the door of 21 Church 

Street.  The City Mission Society asked if we could house their annual collection 

event for gifts to needy families.  Yes was the answer, yet it was not without compli-

cation.  Accommodations to cover and move the CMS tables to the sides of Chidley 

Hall were needed if our traditions, the holiday fair, bean supper and weekly coffee 

hours were to share the space. 

 
When I heard that our church was the CMSôs new collection site, I knew this was a 

much needed facility upgrade.  A year earlier, I volunteered to take our Sewing La-

diesô handmade clothing to the former drop off site on the grounds of the Farrington 

Farm in Lincoln.  Standing in front of the mansion, once beautiful but now in disre-

pair, I had my doubts that this was the correct address.  The door was unlocked as the 

instructions indicated so I entered and found in the dimly lit and damp rooms, a tem-

porary makeshift store.  

   

One afternoon last year during the week before Christmas, I slipped down the back 

staircase to return a plate to the Chidley kitchen.  Miles away in thought, I entered 

Chidley Hall and stopped in my tracks.  There in front of me was once again the 

makeshift sea of tables.  The room was quiet and oh, so peaceful.  Golden light of the 

late day sun streamed through the windows as if blessing the display of gifts.  This 

was no visualization, but it was a vision to behold.  In the peace of the moment, I felt 

my heart fill. 

 
This year the City Mission Society accepted our churchôs invitation to host their col-

lection event, so they will be with us from December 3rd to the 19th.   May I suggest 

that if you find yourself in need of a remedy to the rush of the season, you might qui-

etly slip down the backstairs to Chidley Hall some late afternoon to witness the simple 

beauty and promise of this holy display.   

            

Last year I wrote in my journal of the gratitude I felt during the late Christmas Eve 

service. The returning light, ringing bells and joyful carols announcing Christôs birth 

meant that my advent journey was complete.  I was also aware that the CMS gifts had 

all found homes and were waiting to be unwrapped.  My gratitude was not only for 

hearing the Christmas story again, but that our faith community chose to live 

it.  Recognizing the knock, we opened our hearts and said, Come in. 

 

For the Ministerial Team, 

       Kathleen Zagata   

From Adult Education ñ 
The first 11th Hour discussion of a book 

as part of the new Good Books Program 

was held on Sunday, November 5th.  Skip 

Waterbury and Bob McIndoe moderated 

a discussion of  ñWhen Jesus Came To 

Harvardò by Harvey Cox, with about 

seventeen church members attending.  

The feedback from this event was very 

positive, so the Adult Education Com-

mittee is looking forward to sponsoring 

the next Good Books 11th Hour on Sun-

day, February 4th. 

 

Please let any member of the Adult Edu-

cation Committee know if you have read 

a book recently that might be enjoyed by 

the congregation.  It can be on most any 

subject: economics, politics, science, 

health, environment, theology, etc. The 

only requirements are that the book 

should appeal to a broad cross-section of 

the congregation and have relevance to 

faith journeys of the members of the con-

gregation.  If you have any questions 

about the Good Books Program, please 

contact Bob McIndoe at 781-721-2747 or 

robert.mcindoe@verizon.net. 

 
Unwrapping Our Gifts ñ 

Dear Friends, 

   On Tuesday evenings, beginning January 16, 

2007 we will once again be offering 

ñUnwrapping Our Gifts.ò  (This will mark the 

3rd time we, at this church, have offered 

ñUnwrapping Our Giftsò and the first time in 7 

years.)   

   This 10 session series (including a Saturday 

retreat) will help participants to bridge the 

chasm between Sunday morning faith and our 

work week.  It focuses on the Biblical vision 

that all Christians (not just the ordained) are 

ministers, all equally called and gifted by God 

to unique purposes.   

   Even if you rarely participate in church 

study groups, we encourage you to consider 

attending this one.  Our past experience would 

indicate that it will be well worth your time.  In 

addition, we believe this will, in the long run, 

have a strong impact on our congregation, help-

ing us all to deepen our faith life, our care for 

each other, and engage our ministries in the 

world.  

   To sign up, speak with on of the leaders, 

(Debbie Johnston, Sue Lennox, Judy Arnold, or 

Skip Waterbury) or add your name to the sign-

up list in the reception area near the office. 

 
Skip Waterbury  

(for the ñUnwrapping Our Giftsò  leaders) 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rahmeier, 
Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, Tom 
Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne 
Zimmerman  The Diaconate assists the 
pastoral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris Noble 

(chair),  Jim Donovan, Robert McIndoe, 

Peter Rosenberger, Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen 

Crawford, Linda Fontana,  Susan Lennox, 

Tony McPherson, Karen Roberts, Cindy 

Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs for 

people of all ages in the Church through 

three committees. The Adult Education 

Committee,  the Children/Youth Education 

Committee and the Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Meg Shin and Tim Bryan (co-chairs), 
Bruce Alexander,  Joe Harris,  Cindy 
Mutterperl, John Mutterperl,  David 
Peretti, Paul Richardson.  The Facilities & 
Personnel Commission oversees all 
matters of personnel policy and of the 
care and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss and Elizabeth Lamb (co-
chairs), David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, 
Walter Ogier,  Carl Turissini.  FR 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates  

Health Ministry  

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Carole 
Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen Martin, 
Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosenberger, 
Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, Branda 
Wilhoite. The Health Ministry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the 
connection between wellness and 
spirituality, both personally and in 
ministry to others.  Educational offerings 
and healthy life style events are offered 
monthly with fellowship, fitness and fun in 
mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan 
Leathers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash, 
Jordan Shin  This Commission plans and 
implements programs to enhance the 
leadership skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs skills 
and interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Paul Rahmeier and Suzanne Kahl (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Marsha 
Lamson, Louise Trakimas, Vicki 
Waterbury, Carol Weir, Janice Wilson. 
The Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander and Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey,  Beth Bernhardt, 
Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey, 
Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill 
McCarter.  The Outreach Commission 
promotes opportunities for outreach 
ministries and giving by all persons 
associated with the Church and oversees 
the outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

DECEMBER 
 

Dec. 3rd 

Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:1-10; 1 Thess 3:9-13; 

Luke 21:25-36 

Dec. 10th 

Bar 5:1-9 or Mal 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 

Phil1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

Dec. 17th 

Zeph 3:14-20; Isa 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Luke 

3:7-18 

Dec. 24th 

Mic 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55 or Ps 80:1-7; Heb 

10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45, (46-55); Christmas 

Eve Isa  9:2-7; Ps 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 

2:1-14, (15-20) 

Dec. 31st 

1st Sam 2:18-20, 26; Ps 148; 

Col 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52; 

Isa 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-7, 10-14; 

Eph 3:1-12; Matt 2:1-12 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you ï the members of our church of all ages -who 

give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each month, the Outreach 

Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we support through our outreach giving, 

as well as current service opportunities for you and your family. 

Reach  
Out! 

Our Christmas Offering:  Books, Wisdom and Joy 
     More than two thousand years ago, three wise men traveled two weeks on foot and camel to bring gifts to the newborn Jesus.  

This year, through the miracle of Christmas (and improved shipping services), we have the opportunity to bring joy and wisdom to 

young children around the country through the gift of books.  To offer this gift this Christmas season, the Outreach Commission in-

vites you to support two literacy programs:  
Your Financial Support of Reach Out and Read on Sunday, December 24 

     For this yearôs Christmas offering to be collected on Sunday, December 24, we encourage your generous financial support of 

Reach Out and ReadTM (ROR, www.reachoutandread.org).  Founded in 1989 at Boston City Hospital (now Boston Medical Center), 

ROR trains doctors and nurses to advise parents about the importance of reading aloud and to give books at pediatric check-ups from 

six months to five years of age to children growing up in poverty.   

     ROR distributes more than 4 million books annually to some 2.5 million children through 45,600 pediatricians, nurses, residents 

and health professionals who have been trained in the ROR model of early-literacy promotion.  As ROR explains, in a literacy de-

prived home environment, young childrenôs innate interest in learning and their natural curiosity are seriously compromised, placing 

these youngsters at a severe disadvantage.  By making literacy promotion a standard part of pediatric primary care, ROR enables 

more children to grow up with books and a love of reading ï to shape the brain architecture so that it supports the complex learning 

challenges of school and adult daily life.   
Your Gift of Books to New Orleans from Sunday, December 24 through Sunday, January 7 

     We have partnered with the Good Shepherd UCC Book Project to help an elementary school in New Orleansô Ninth Ward to re-

plenish its shelves with new and like-new books.  Coordinated by a retired school library in Orleans Parish, Louisiana, this UCC 

Project extends our commitment to New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Beginning on Sunday, December 24 and 

through Epiphany Sunday, January 7, we are inviting all church school children, parents and grandparents to bring in  new or like-

new copies of their favorite books and deposit them in the marked baskets located in the sanctuary.  These books should be appropri-

ate for students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  On Epiphany Sunday, we will present the books as part of that dayôs offering. 

     Look for more details as Christmas approaches.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Bernhardt (781.729.3633, 

beth@khasm.com) or anyone on the Outreach Commission. 

Remembering New Orleans: From One Trip to Another  
   On Just Peace Sunday, October 22, members of our Congregation who traveled to New Orleans to help in the reovery of New Orleans shared 

their experiences during worship and at an 11th Hour presentation.   

     The worship service was highlighted by three emotional and inspirational mini-sermons by mission trip participants Carol Weir, Bruce Lauter-

wasser, and Stephen Cole, against a backdrop of graphic photographs taken during the trip in June, 2006, some 10 months after Hurricane Katrina 

devastated the city. They shared how the trip affected them -- the emotions they felt, the bond of working together, the things they learned about 

caring for your neighbor, and about being a Christian.  The trip participants could be easily spotted in the sanctuary that Sunday, with their pink, 

white or red tee-shirts emblazoned with "Chick on a Mission," ñPutting Back the Piecesò or "Hope Shall Bloom." 

     After the service, during an 11th Hour titled "Amidst the Rubble of New Orleans:  What God Wants Churches to e," a larger group of the trip 

participants shared more of the details of the three projects they worked on:  

They built a shed to store critical equipment that supports the city-wide relief efforts of the UCC Disaster Recovery Ministry 

They put up sheet-rock at the Hume Daycare Center at the Central Congregational Church so the families there could return to the area to 

work and live because their children would have a nurturing place to go during the day 

 They  "cleaned out" two homes (we would say ñguttingò here), removing everything --including the kitchen sink.  

     During the worship service and the 11th Hour, three messages were clear: 

It is impossible to truly express the magnitude of the disaster in photos and words. 

We did a lot of great work for many families.  And, they helped us learn a lot about ourselves. 

But, there is a tremendous amount that still needs to be done. We will not forget New Orleans. 

     Another New Orleans Mission Trip Opportunity 

As the 11th Hour ended, we announced the planning for a second mission trip to the area. Since then, we have firmed up the date: a week-long trip 

for 12 members of the congregation to begin on Saturday, June 23, 2007.  If you are interested in helping to rebuild New Orleans, please put your 

name on the sign-up sheet posted in the Church lobby.  As with last time, the cost to the individual will be $150.  If you have any questions, please 

talk with Paula Giancola (paulagiancola@comcast.net, 781.369.1447) or anyone on the Outreach Commission. 

      Extending Our Commitment to New Orleans 

     Another effort that extends our commitment to New Orleans is the generous donation by our Women's Association of $4,000 to the Hume Day-

care Center in the Central Congregational Church, which one of our mission trip groups worked on. Thank you to the Women's Association for 

sharing the proceeds of the 2005 Harvest Fair.   

     Also, during this Christmas season, the Outreach Commission is inviting the congregation to donate new or gently used books to 

help replenish the shelves of an elementary school in New Orleans' Ninth Ward.  Look for more details above 

mailto:paulagiancola@comcast.net
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 

While many people look forward to the holiday season, for some it is a time filled with a mixture of anticipation and dread.  The loss 

of loved ones, failing health, loneliness, or unrealistic expectations of family and friends can leave us unexpectedly sad, anxious, 

disappointed, or even despondent as we enter this season of Advent and Christmas.  As members of a community of faith, can we 

help each other and ourselves hold hope in the midst of despair and light in the reality of the shadows? 

 
Acknowledging that the holiday season can sometimes be one of the most difficult times for us and those in our midst, perhaps we 

can begin by reminding ourselves to be patient and realistic during this time of added stresses.  Letôs plan to spend some quiet time 

listening to our hearts and speaking our feelings to trusted friends and to God.  If loss or grief has come upon us, we may at times be 

tempted to scrap the whole holiday experience.  But let us try to keep traditions alive in ways that make sense to us given new reali-

ties in our lives and recognizing the world of change in which we live.  We may need to give ourselves the gift of healing tears as we 

sift through holiday decorations, or recognize the heartaches that are mixed with warm, loving memories.   

Perhaps we can help each other appreciate something about this season that often eludes us.  We can encourage each other to make 

choices about how to make this holiday season one that allows for fulfillment and not just more filling up.  Let us allow others and 

ourselves to have the personal power to take responsibility and take action to help us not fall into the trap of feeling like being a vic-

tim of the holidays.  We can encourage each other to make this season less about obtaining and accumulating and more about creat-

ing and contributing.  

As we focus together on the spiritual dimension of the holidays, we find our pain and hurts intersected by grace and hope.  In this 

season of light shining in the darkness, may we remember the light our loved ones have brought into our lives.  Let us learn new 

ways to treat each other and ourselves with compassion and gentleness, making room in our lives for this coming of the Spirit.  May 

we remember God came in ways we least expected, in the shadows of a stable, rather than the bright lights of a well-appointed inn.  

May we open ourselves to small surprises of love revealed in the midst of difficult circumstances.  As poet Madeline LôEngle re-

minds us: 

 It is the irrational season, 

 When love blooms bright and wild. 

Had Mary been filled with reason, 

 Thereôd have been no room for the child. 
 

 --Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 

MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS FLOW-
ERs  
 REQUEST  form  

You are invited to donate a chancel Christmas Plant 

 as a memorial or as a gift.  Plants will be distributed 

to our shut-ins following the worship service on  

Sunday, December 17th. 

 

This year, plants will cost $10.  All orders are due by December 10th. 

 

I wish to purchase _____ plants 

In memory of                    In honor of         (Please circle as appropriate.) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Donor__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form with a check (payable to First Congregational Church) to the church  

office, or place it in an offering plate in an envelope marked ñChristmas Plantsò. 

 

We would greatly appreciate your help in delivery of the plants to shut-in members of our par-

ish.  Please check the bulletin for instructions/details. 

Church 

Family  

 Table  

Informal 

Potluck 

Suppers  
2nd Thursdays 

6:15 p.m. (donôt worry if 

youôre a little late) 

Chidley Hall 
 

Come as you are!  All ages 

(and friends) welcome.  

Food offerings may be 

store-bought or home-

made.  All we are missing 

is your good company. 
 

Questions?  Call Meg Shin (781-

538-5115) or Jena Roy (781-729

-2520). 



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 ï 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30ï6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30ï8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D  

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Womenõs 

Association 

News 

Youth Christmas  
Progressive Dinner,  

Sunday December 17th  
 

On Sunday December 17th, the church 

youth, 6-12th grades, will celebrate Christ-

mas by eating their way around Winches-

ter.  Traditionally kids roam in a hungry 

pack from house to house ï appetizers in 

one house, main dish in a second house 

and dessert in a third.  The grazing begins 

at church at 5:45 p.m. and we expect to be 

at the first house around 6:00.  The eve-

ning will wind up at church at 9:00 p.m. 

We need host houses, cooks and adults to 

accompany the roving mob.  A sign-up 

sheet is in the hall at church or see Judy to 

volunteer your help or your house  

  Martin Luther King Jr  
           Ski Weekend  
          January 12 -14 
Attention skiers, snowboarders and snow 

bunnies ï fretting about the lack of 

snow???? Fret no more ï sign up in-

stead.  On January 12th, we will be going 

to Sugarloaf Mountain in Maine.  Leav-

ing around 3:30 on Friday, we will return 

Sunday, January 16 around 9:00 pm  The 

cost of the weekend is $280.00 ï which 

is for transportation, a two-day pass to 

the mountain, two breakfasts, and Satur-

dayôs dinner in the condo.  Along with 

fun, fellowship and exercise, we will 

spend some time in discussion and wor-

ship.  This is an event for youth from 7th 

through 12th grades.  Interested?  Great! 

Check your mail for the details and sign 

up with a $150 deposit no later than 

 November 30th.   

 

NOTE:  SKI TRIP DEPOSIT  

 NOW DUE:  $150 TO JUDY 

AT CHURCH  

Christmas Giving Tree  
 
    During the holiday season, it is our 

churchôs tradition to provide gifts to 

some of our neighbors in need.  In this 

Advent season of anticipation and prepa-

ration for the birth of Christ, you may 

give in several ways: 

    Rosieôs Place Residence ï a home for 

homeless women living with AIDS. 

    Woburn Council of Social Concern ï 

toys for those in the Hispanic Children  

Program.. 

    Germaine Lawrence School ï a resi-

dential treatment center and school in  

Arlington Heights for troubled adoles-

cent girls. 

    Giving ornaments will be placed on 

the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary on 

December 3rd.  Please take one or more 

to fulfill a gift wish and replace the orna-

ment with an angel from the bas-

ket.  Families may wish to combine with 

others to fulfill large gift requests. 

ALL GIFTS MUST BE PLACED UNDER 

THE TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

17th 

Many thanks to 

all who gave 

their time, help 

and donations 

to the Harvest 

Fair.  It would 

not have been 

successful 

without you!  

A special thank 

you to our first time local retail stores 

who gave donations:  Book Ends, 

Catch a Falling Star, Lithocraft, Ma-

honeyôs, Pondview Florist, Spirited 

Gourmet, and Stems.   

    

On behalf of the Womenôs Associa-

tion, thank you! 

Donna DeConto  

Melissa Jackson   

Coming 

December 10th, 

After church 

The Annual 

Womenôs  

Association 

COOKIE WALK!  

Cookies needed! 
 

Please bring in a few dozen (2 to 4) 

of your home-baked favorites!  Just 

drop them off at Chidley Hall be-

fore church.  No need for fancy 

packaging!  The more cookies we 

have, the more festive for everyone 

and the more funds we raise for the 

Womenôs Association.  To help, 

contact  Karen Roberts  at 

kerob@comcast.net.  Thanks! 

WE HOST CITY MISSION SOCIETYôS CHRISTMAS SHOP again this year!  

From Sunday December 3 through Tuesday December 19th we will once again host 

the City Mission Societyôs Christmas Shop in Chidley Hall.  During this time we will 

witness the spirit of Christmas working its wonder.  How can you help?   

- Be patient with the ñmessò ï realizing it is a ñHoly Messò... Tell your children whatôs 

happening and why ï more than 1,700 adults and children in the Greater Boston Met-

ropolitan area receive Christmas Gifts through this program.  For many, these are the 

only gifts they will receive or be able to give their childrené. Bring in gifts ï a list of 

what is needed is posted on the bulletin board outside Chidley... Help collect or sort 

the gifts ï drop by on a Sunday  afternoon or call CMS, (617)742-6830 .ext. 202 

mailto:kerob@comcast.net
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Health  & Wellness Ministry  

 

ñYou were created with a unique, 

specially chosen blend of 

gifts.ò   (Psalm 139) 

Touchstones  
A Womenôs Wellness  

and Spirituality 

 Discussion Group 

Tuesdays 12:30ð2:00 I 

n the Palmer Room 
Join us as we continue to discover who we 

are and reflect on the experiences God has in 

mind for us. 

 

HOW DO OUR ADVENT PRACTICES 

INVITE THE SACRED  

INTO CHRISTMAS ? 

ñI believe that we learn by practice.  

Whether it means to learn to dance by prac-

ticing dancing or to learn to live by practic-

ing living, the principles are the same.  In 

each, it is the performance of a dedicated 

precise set of acts, physical or intellectual, 

from which comes shape of achievement, a 

sense of oneôs being, a satisfaction of 

spirit.  One becomes, in some area, an ath-

lete of God.  Practice means to perform, over 

and over again in the face of all obstacles, 

some act of vision, of faith, of desire.  Prac-

tice is a means of inviting the perfection 

desired.ò 

                                           --Martha Graham 

 

Join us as we explore the practices 

and miracles that lead us 

into the Advent experience. 

 

December 5:     Jane Ring Frank leads our 

voices and hearts in song and celebration 

 

December 12:   Judy Arnold talks with us 

about the Good News of Christmas found in 

the Faith of Mary 

 

December 19:  Christmas comes to us 

wrapped in divine mystery, wonder and 

awe.  Judy leads our discussion of Christmas 

miracles. 

 

NO MEETINGS December 26 and  

January 2.   

 

Touchstones resumes January 9, 2007. 

 

Service of  Light  

Chapel Service, 

Wednesday, December 13th  

at 7:30 p.m. in Ripley 

Chapel     

 
   The joy and peace of Christmas can 

seem a distant dream when families 

face illness, a recent divorce, the 

death of a loved one or a layoff.  This 

holiday service of candlelight, music 

and scripture reading is a respite from 

the pace and pressures of the season 

and is designed to move people from 

a sense of loss to a sense of hope.  If 

you need a ride, call (781) 729-9180 

ext:16.  

 
Service  

Of  
Light  

 

   Christmas Giving Tree  

During the holiday season, it is our 

churchôs tradition to provide gifts to some 

of our neighbors in need.  In this Advent 

season of anticipation and preparation for 

the birth of Christ, you may give in several 

ways: 

Rosieôs Place Residence ï a home for 

homeless women living with AIDS. 

Woburn Council of Social Concern ï 

toys for those in the Hispanic Children 

Program. 

Germaine Lawrence School ï a residen-

tial treatment center and school in Arling-

ton Heights for troubled adolescent girls. 

Giving ornaments will be placed on the 

Christmas tree in the Sanctuary on Decem-

ber 3rd.  Please take one or more to fulfill 

a gift wish and replace the ornament with 

an angel from the basket.  Families may 

wish to combine with others to fulfill large 

gift requests. 

 

ALL GIFTS MUST BE PLACED UNDER 

THE TREE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

17th 

HELP GETTING THROUGH 

THE HOLIDAYS  
 

The Visiting Nurses Association of 

Middlesex-East and Visiting Nurse 

Hospice will offer a support group to 

address grief and loss issues related to 

the holidays.  The group will meet  

from 6 to 7:30 pm on Tuesdays, De-

cember 6 and December 20.  These 

groups are open to the community 

and offered free of charge.  Call  

Kathleen Sawyer at 781-224-3399 to 

reserve a space. 

Ruth group  
 

December 10, 2006: 

Poetry: at the home of Mary Ann 

McCall-Taylor 

 

January 28, 2007: 

The Lemon Tree: An Arab, A Jew, and 

the Heart of the Middle East, by Sandy 

Tolan.  At the home of Susan Sawyer.  

Anne Hoenicke, facilitator. 

Something Old  
and Something New - 

      That is the theme of this yearôs dinner-

dance series. Susan Rivers, FCCôs dance 

instructor, will teach us some new dances 

and review those that we have enjoyed 

learning in the past.  Open to couples who 

are new to the dance floor and to our 

old  friends.  

     The cost is $60/couple for eight sessions 

plus partnering with another couple to pre-

pare one dinner during the series.  Mark the 

following dates on your calendar and fulfill 

your New Yearôs Resolution to dance for 

fitness and fun.  

     Times:  5 pm: Lesson/Review 

     6 pm: Dinner  

     7-8 pm: Dance 

Sundays: January 7th, 21st, 28th, and Febru-

ary 11th,  our Valentineôs Day Ball 

Sundays: March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 

                   

Contact: David Weir ( 729-3667) 

May you have  
 a blessed Christmas.  


