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In This Issue:  

 

April 1  Palm Sunday 

  8:00 a.m. Life Deaconsô Breakfast 

  Blessing of the Palms,  

       on the Common 

  10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

April 5  Maundy Thursday 
  7:30 p.m. Communion/Tenebrae  

         Service 

 

April 8  Easter Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

  10:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast 

          in Chidley Hall 

  11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Progressive Dinner 
Saturday, April 28, 2007 

6pm to 10pm 

Details on Page 3 

 

Bagels and Bunnies 
And Easter Eggs! 

Saturday, April 7 

See Page 8 

ñLet Your Life Speakò   
What does that make you think of?  

See our ad for the Good Books pro-

gram in this issue! 

ðThe Adult Education Committee 

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to order an Easter 

lily to beautify the church on Easter 

Sunday and to honor a loved one, 

there is a form on the back cover 

for your convenience.  . 

The Dandelion School 
The Dandelion School is located 

near Beijing, in China.  Thanks to 

the encouragement of  one of our 

Youth and others who had spent 

some time at the Dandelion School 

and know that it is very hard to keep 

the schoolôs classrooms warm in the 

wintertime,  knitters in the Winches-

ter community and throughout the 

area got busy and made  200 scarves 

for the students.  A report on this 

project is on page 8. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

commun i t y  who  are 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

famil ies, fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on Wednesday 

mornings with the Walking Group.  

Meet at the church, ready to go at  6:00 

a.m.  Conditions permitting, we walk 

during all seasons.  All are welcome!  

Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 

Birth:  

 Edith Poston Burke,  

born January 26, 20007, the third daughter 

of Dan and Aimee Burke.  Edith joins big 

sisters Jane and Sally. 

Baptisms: 

Baptized on March 11 were: 

Riley Keefe Clarke,  

   son of Douglas and Gretchen Clarke 

and 

Matthew John Fleury,  

son of Daniel and Kristen Fleury. 

New Members: 

Welcome to the following, who joined the 

church on January 21, 2007: 

Kate and David Carpini 

Douglas and Gretchen Clarke 

David DuBard and Deirdre Giblin  

Susan McLaughlin 

Cindy and Tom Mahoney 

Christin Manning  

Sally Peacock 

Susan and Martin Rozmanith 

David and Lucy Willoughby 

Melanie Zioze 

 

Change of Address: 

Judy and Gary OôBrien have moved.  

Their new contact information is: 

Judy and Gary OôBrien  

 21 Harbor View Park 

Milton MA 02186 

Telephone: 617-296-0613 

Cell: 781-820-9843 

Email:  jobnew@verizon:net 
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Pastoral Team Letter  
Dear Friends:   

  On Sunday March 11th, our church community celebrated the 

first of many Rite 13 ceremonies.  While we delighted in the morning 

and the launching of our young people into manhood and womanhood, 

some of you were a little confused about what the ceremony meant - 

was it a Christian Bah Mitzvah? Was it confirmation? And still others 

wondered if perhaps 13 might be a little young to be talking about man-

hood and womanhood.   So Iôd like to amplify some of the concepts of 

the Journey to Adulthood program, specifically the Rite 13 ceremony. 

 The Rite 13 ceremony is intended to celebrate and support 13 

year olds on their becoming men and women.  ñ13?  Men?  Women?ò  

you say, in disbelief.  But in fact, the age 13 is a little late for some of 

them to be celebrating this passage.  Sometime between the ages of 11 

and 13 most American boys and girls become men and women in the 

biological sense.  They become men and women in the spiritual sense 

too.  As well as being capable of creating another life, they are also 

becoming capable of creating their lives and making a difference in the 

lives of others.   

While this ceremony takes place at the same time in a childôs 

life as a Bah Mitzvah it differs in one very important aspect.  You may 

have noticed that the young men and women celebrated on Sunday did 

not pledge anything or display any particular proficiency.  Unlike their 

Jewish counterparts, they were intentionally not asked to prove any-

thing.  The message being ï manhood and womanhood are free gifts of 

God and CANNOT be earned nor bought.  It is God who assigns gen-

der ï not movies nor television nor stores nor magazines.  Manhood 

and womanhood are part of Godôs design for each of us.  How we each 

uniquely express that aspect of our being is valid because it comes from 

God and is genuinely us.   

 Rather than the culmination of a long learning process like a 

Bah Mitzvah, Rite 13 is the beginning of a learning process, the begin-

ning of the Journey to Adulthood.  The ceremony serves to pledge sup-

port to both youth and parents as they enter this new way of being.  

Being men and women is NOT the same thing as becoming adults.  

Later in the program, each child will be asked to demonstrate profi-

ciency in the six marks of adulthood.  I wonder if we who are com-

monly considered adults by our age can do that, or even if we know 

what those six marks are.   

The teenage years are important ones in a personôs develop-

ment.  Earlier in life, development is declared through language and 

proficiency.  In the teen years, development focuses on judgment and 

relationships.  This is a journey necessarily made at some distance from 

former sources of support, and best made in the company of Christ.  At 

the end of this journey, the youth will be in a good position to make 

their decision about confirmation.  Should they decide to unite with this 

congregation, we will once again celebrate them in worship ï four 

years from now. 

The leaders of the Rite 13 program and I are very grateful for 

congregational support of this new venture; especially for your atten-

dance and support at the first Rite 13 ceremony.  Going forward, we 

plan to refine the ceremony a little (fancy talk for ñshortenò) so that 

kids can routinely be celebrated at this important moment in their lives.  

Oh, by the way, the six marks of adulthood are:  active listening, nego-

tiation, assertion, research and information management, partnership 

and leadership.  How are you doing in these?    

 

With love,   Judy    

 

From Adult Education ñ 
The Good Books Program  
          Don't miss our third and final session before the 

 summer!    

          We will be discussing Parker Palmer's most fa-

mous book, "Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the 

Voice of Vocation". In 100 small pages, Palmer goes to 

the heart of discovering and nurturing one's own calling 

in life. His wisdom is both spiritual and practical.  His 

honesty about his own mistakes, struggles and ultimate 

fulfillment is enlightening.  

          Winchester's own BookEnds is offering a 20% 

discount for Good Books readers!  

          We will be meeting after service on Sunday April 

29th in the Palmer Room. The discussion will be led by 

Carol Jones. All adults and youth are welcome! 

The Membership Commission ñ 
           Come join your friends and meet new friends 

for a night of food and fun  at the 

                  Progressive Dinner,  

               Saturday, April 28, 2007! 
                We will begin all together for appetizers and 

then split off to separate homes for dinner and then 

again for dessert.  

               Sign up to: host dinner for 8-10, host dessert 

for 20 people, provide food or drink or just come as a 

participant.  Look for sign up sheets in church or call:                          

 Louise Trakimas-781-729-4684 or  

 email: ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu 

 Hope to see you there! 

          New brochures for church visitors 

have been created, with information on church pro-

grams and events.  The Membership Commission thanks 

all those who contributed their time and ideas to this 

valuable project:  Janice Wilson, Fred Greene, Keith 

Russell, Carol Jones, Judy Arnold, Kathleen Zagata, 

Linda Alexander, Chris Noble and Marianne  

Motherway. 

The Prayer Circle has Launched  

         The prayer circle has launched!  Participants in the 

prayer circle share in lifting up joys and concerns 

throughout the week.  We ómeetô virtually, by engaging 

in one-on-one phone and email conversations which are 

already becoming an important practice in our weekday 

lives.  We pray for some joys and concerns by name, 

and others anonymously, in keeping with the wishes of 

those who make the requests.  If you would like to make 

a prayer request for the prayer circle to hold, please con-

tact any of us.  Please also keep us in your prayers as 

well.  Thank you ð Judy Arnold, Jane Ring Frank, Deb-

bie Johnston, Carol Jones, Karen Lauterwasser, Mike 

Redding, Susan Sawyer, Meg Shin, Maryann McCall-

Taylor, Doug Taylor, Skip Waterbury, Vicki Waterbury, 

Branda Wilhoite, Julianne Zimmerman. 

mailto:ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu


Commission UPdates  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

It takes many people with diverse experi-
ence, skills and interests and a great deal 
of commitment to support the ministries 
and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
 Nick Wankowicz, Head Deacon; Lee 
Roberts,  Susan Sawyer, Lynne Rah-
meier, Penny Sparrow, Peter Woolford, 
Tom Kahl, Elizabeth Page, Julianne Zim-
merman  The Diaconate assists the pas-
toral team in the spiritual care of the 
Church and provides active administra-
tive leadership. 

Christian Education 

 Adult Education Committee: Chris No-

ble (chair),  Jim Donovan,  Susan Len-

nox, Robert McIndoe, Peter Rosenberger, 

Vicki Waterbury. 

Children/Youth: Debra Damren and 

Annmarie Galli (co-chairs), Karen Craw-

ford, Linda Fontana, Tony McPherson, 

Karen Roberts, Cindy Wankowicz. 

Library Committee: Marjorie Moore .The 

Education Commission facilitates and 

oversees religious education programs 

for people of all ages in the Church 

through three committees. The Adult 

Education Committee,  the Chil-

dren/Youth Education Committee and the 

Library Committee 

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Meg Shin and Tim Bryan (co-chairs), 
Bruce Alexander,  Joe Harris,  Cindy 
Mutterperl, John Mutterperl,  David Per-
etti, Paul Richardson.  The Facilities & 
Personnel Commission oversees all mat-
ters of personnel policy and of the care 
and control of the Churchôs property. 
 

Financial Resources 
 Brian Koss and Elizabeth Lamb (co-

chairs), David Dubard, Kevin Kuechler, 

Walter Ogier,  Carl Turissini.  FR over-

sees programs to provide financial sup-

port of and donations to the church, and 

arranges for management of  the 

Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Health Ministry  

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, 
Carole Cook, Cathy Crabtree, Karen 
Martin, Sybil Richardson, Connie Rosen-
berger, Bob Shirley, Marcie Troisi, 
Branda Wilhoite. The Health Ministry 
Commission encourages members to 
enhance their faith by living the connec-
tion between wellness and spirituality, 
both personally and in ministry to others.  
Educational offerings and healthy life 
style events are offered monthly with 
fellowship, fitness and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Jan Koss, Susan Leath-
ers, Jean Mortensen, Kaye Nash, Jordan 
Shin  This Commission plans and imple-
ments programs to enhance the leader-
ship skills of persons active in the 
church, and seeks to match peopleôs 
skills and interests with the various needs 
of the Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 

Paul Rahmeier and Suzanne Kahl (co-
chairs), Vanessa Gobes, Isabel Hart, 
Marsha Lamson, Louise Trakimas, 
Vicki Waterbury, Carol Weir, Janice 
Wilson. The Membership Life and De-
velopment Commission develops pro-
grams to increase Church membership 
and to strengthen the life of the 
Church. 

Outreach 

Linda Alexander and Paula Giancola (co-

chairs). Laura Bailey,  Beth Bernhardt, 

Joe Carter, Ron Chabot, Robin Delurey, 

Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, Bill 

McCarter.  The Outreach Commission 

promotes opportunities for outreach min-

istries and giving by all persons associ-

ated with the Church and oversees the 

outreach programs and mission giving of 

the church. 

email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of infor-

mation regarding meetings and other 

relevant aspects of church life.  If you 

would like to share your email address 

with the church, please contact the of-

fice at  

      first.congregational@verizon.net  

or leave a note in the church office 

For your reflection 
Recommended lectionary readings for 

APRIL  

April 1 (Palm/Passion Sunday) 

Luke 19:28-40 

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29; Isa 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16; 

Phil 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 

 

Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 65:17-25; Ps 118:1-2, 

14-24; 1Cor 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43; 

John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

 

April 15  

Acts 5;27-32; Ps 118:14-29 or Ps 150; 

Rev 1:4-8; John 20:19-31 

 

April 22  

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Ps 30; 

Rev 5:11-14, John 21:1-19 

 

April 29  

Acts 9:36-43; Ps 23;  

Rev 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
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Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is made possible by you,  the members of our church of all 

ages who give generously of your time and other resources to reach out to people in need.  Each 

month, the Outreach Commission highlights some of the people and organizations that we 

support through our outreach giving, as well as current service opportunities for you and your 

family. 

 Reach Out! 

The Gift of a Happy Birthday 
 

          Thank you for your generous contri-

butions of birthday gifts for the guests of 

the Womenôs Lunch Place, collected at our 

All -Church Birthday Party in early March.  

Paul and Adam Kuechler helped to deliver 

five overflowing boxes of jewelry, tote 

bags, slippers, toiletries, clothing and other 

goodies to the WLP, a day shelter for 

homeless women in Boston.  Barbara 

Shenker, Director of Development, and 

Linda Burston, Support Coordinator, who 

runs the birthday gift program for shelter 

guests, welcomed the donations with wide-

open arms.   

          Right:  Adam Kuechler and Paul 

Kuechler assist Linda Burston and Barbara 

Shenker, far right. 

 

Our Easter Offering:  RESPOND, INC. 
Helping Women and Their Children Secure  

Lives Free From Domestic Violence 
          Imagine, after making the difficult decision to leave the abuser who 

lives in your home, that you had no place to go.  That happened to 5,500 

women last year in Massachusetts alone, because there was no more room 

in shelters.  Or, imagine the choice you had to make, knowing that if you 

did leave your abuser, your son was going to be taken from you because 

womenôs shelters generally cannot accommodate males older than 10 

years old.  Domestic violence is a tragically quiet issue; 1 in 3 women are 

affected by it in their lifetime.  

          Founded in 1974 and based in Somerville, RESPOND, INC. is the 

oldest domestic violence prevention and assistance agency in New Eng-

land and the second oldest in the country.  They help families through 

emergency shelter, a 24-hour hotline, community education and outreach, 

counseling and advocacy services.  While they serve women throughout 

Greater Boston, RESPOND's contract with the Department of Social Ser-

vices gives them a special mandate to serve Winchester and the neighbor-

ing towns of Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Read-

ing, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield and Woburn.    

         Now, imagine how you can help this Easter season.  RESPOND is 

building a new shelter, which will double its current capacity and also 

allow sons up to 18 years old to stay with their mothers.  For our Easter 

Offering, we are asking you to contribute as generously as you are able to 

help RESPOND reach this critical goal.  With a collection of $10,000 at 

Easter, we will make it possible for RESPOND to fund a bedroom ï a 

safe and secure bedroom to help a families during a very difficult time in 

their lives.  To help us get there, the Outreach Commission will contrib-

ute one dollar for every dollar that you contribute, up to an additional 

$7,000 for RESPOND.  Thank you for your generosity toward this vital 

cause.   

A Notable Event 

Germaine Lawrence 

 14th Annual Dinner and Auction Benefit 

Sunday, April 29, 2007, 5:00-9:00 pm  

at the Boston Marriott in Newton 
Based in Arlington, MA, Germaine Lawrence  

provides residential treatment  

 for troubled adolescent girls. 

"Portraits...the Many Faces  

of Germaine Lawrence" , 

 celebrating the unique histories, dreams and quali-

ties of the entire Germaine Lawrence family -- 

students, staff, volunteers and supporters. 

 For more information, call Pam Nourse, 781-859-

1233 or pnourse@germainelawrence.org 

 

Below: Sarah and Tim Malcolm, hard at work.  See page 

6 for Outreachôs Spotlight on Habitat for Humanity. 


