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In This Issue: 

April 9   Palm Sunday 

   8:00 a.m. Life Deacons‘ Breakfast 

   Blessing of the Palms (on the Common) 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

April 13   Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 p.m.  Communion/Tenebrae Service 

April 16   Easter Sunday 
   9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 

   10:00 a.m.  Pancake Breakfast—Chidley Hall 

   11:00 a.m.  Worship Service 

HOLY 

CONVERSATIONS 
WHAT‘S THE LATEST? 

ñLike the glowing shafts of 

colorful light seen in a 

kaleidoscope, last year our 

Holy Conversations brought 

together many interesting 

and enlightening 

configurations of people and 

viewpointséò 

 

For more from the Holy 

Conversations Steering 

Committee, please see 

Page 5. 

Memorial Easter Lilies 
 

Would you like to dedicate an 

Easter lily as a memorial or as a 

gift?  Please place your orders no 

later than April 9th.  Form on 

page 10. 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

Saturday. April 8, 2006 
Come, join your friends and meet 

new friends  for a night of food 

and fun.   
The progressive dinner will begin with 

everyone all together for appetizers,  and 

then split off to  separate homes for dinner, 

and then again for dessert. 

 

 Sign up to host dinner for 8-10, or dessert 

 for 20 people, or to provide food or drink.  

 

Look for sign up sheets in church, or con-

tact :Louise Trakimas: 781-729-4684 or  

email: ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu 

Hope to see you there! 

 

WORSHIP  

COMMITTEE  
 

The Deacons are very pleased 

and excited to announce the for-

mation of a Worship Committee. 

 

Please turn to page  3   for infor-

mation about this new group and 

its role in the life, worship and 

spiritual growth of our church. 
 

mailto:ltrakimas@hms.harvard.edu


THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WINCHESTER, U.C.C.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

The Congregation, Ministers to the World 

The Rev. Dr. George W. Waterbury, Pastor 

The Rev. Ms. Judith B. Arnold, Minister of Youth & Parish Life 

Ms. Carol Jones, Minister of Christian Education 

Ms. Kathleen Zagata, RN, MS, CS, Minister for Congregational Health & Wellness 

Ms. Jane Ring Frank, Music Director    Mr. Jeffrey Mead, Organist 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Orth, Pastoral Counselor (Affiliate) 

Please let us know if you 

would like to be visited or 

to receive other support 

from the church.  We share 

your joys and concerns 

and would like to help.  

Call the church office (729

-9180) or speak to a 

minister or deacon in 

person. 
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Church Office & Ministers 

E-mail Contact Information: 
 

general first.congregational@ 

  verizon.net, ext 00 
 

Skip  skip.waterbury@verizon.net 

  ext. 14 

Judy  jarnoldfccw@verizon.net, 

  ext. 23 

Carol isisghound@yahoo.com, 

  ext. 15 

Kathleen kathleenzag@aol.com,  

  ext. 16 

Jane  jringfrank@comcast.net 
 

Ken  ken.orth@comcast.net 

The Spire 

Your input will help us to make the 

Spire responsive to the needs and 

interests of our church community. 

The deadline for submissions is the 

15th of the preceding month (i.e., the 

deadline for the November Spire is 

October 15).  Submissions may be 

made to the Spire mailbox in the 

Church office or via e-mail to 

reddingmed@aol.com. 

Ripley Chapel is open 

every Sunday morning 

prior to the worship 

service for those who seek 

a quiet place for 

meditation. 

We hold in love and prayer 

the many people within our 

congregation, families, and 

c o mmu n i t y  who  a r e 

u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l 

t r e a t m e n t s ,  f a c i n g 

uncertainties, and dealing 

with loss.  God, please be 

with them, as well as their 

families ,  fr iends and 

caregivers during these 

difficult times. 

COMMUNION  is available to 

church school teachers at 9:30 

a.m. on Communion Sundays in 

Ripley Chapel. 

COMMUNION  is also available 

to home-bound members and 

others who are unable to attend 

worship.  Call the Health Ministry 

office, (781) 729-9180, ext. 16. 

First Congregational Church of 

Winchester is a Christian Family 

encouraging spiritual growth 

through worship, friendship, 

learning and action. 

Have you seen our church 
website? 

www.fcc-winchester.org 

Greet the rising sun on 

Wednesday mornings with the 

Walking Group.  Meet at the 

church, ready to go at  6:00 a.m.  

Conditions permitting, we walk 

during all seasons.  All are 

welcome!  Dogs too. 

PASSAGES 

 
          Baptisms 

Received into the care and nurture of the 

church through the sacrament of holy bap-

tism: 

  Tyler Gerald Brink, child of Timothy 

and Erin Brink 

  Ryan Allen MacNeille, child of  Richard 

MacNeille and Karen Hellmich 

  Eden Caroline Scipione, child of Jeff 

and Megan Scipione 

  Kurt Esa Vilmunen,  child of Erik and 

Kimberly Vilmunen 

      In Memoriam 

With sorrow, we report the death of   

Evelyn Fletcher,  mother of Kaye Nash. 

Our sympathy goes to all her loved ones in 

this time of grief. 

 

 

 

New Members 

The following new members joined the 

church on March 5, 2006: 

 

 Edward Conley 

  Venessa Conley 

  Christin Manning  

  Peter Manning 

  John Mullane 

 

  Welcome!! 
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Pastoral Team Letter  

 

Dear Friends: 

 

In the fall when the Ministry Team signed up for the Spire Letter, 

April  – and  therefore Easter – ended up on my list.  I had a few qualms, 

but it seemed a long way off so I accepted the assignment quietly but 

reluctantly.  April arrived sooner than I would have thought and so did 

my qualms.  These qualms come from the tone of most Easter newsletter 

messages.  They are usually cheery messages of new growth using the 

emerging daffodils and returning birds as signs of the renewal of the 

human spirit.  But while the Easter message is usually about hope, I of-

ten feel more at home in Good Friday, not because I  

like it, but because it has a manageable familiarity.  I know how to han-

dle problems, pain.  I‘m well versed in steeling myself for the worst – in 

worrying and fretting, in imagining life after another worldwide depres-

sion or in the time when our lakes and rivers are so polluted water be-

comes the new oil. Figuring out how to deal with calamities that might 

befall me seems so much  safer than living in hope.  Pain – manage-

able?  Calamity- Safe?  Yes. 

 

Hope is not for the fainthearted. Hope is the province of the brave.  It is 

a  much more dangerous path to tread than despair or resignation.  Hope 

is risky – despair is dependable.  Hope is about believing in the un-

known, the unseen, the unattained (not the unattainable) and the not 

yet.  Despair is about believing in the known and the seen and believing 

that is all there is.  Hope is scary.  Resignation is safe. Hope is scary be-

cause once we open ourselves up to it, we admit wanting some-

thing.  And wanting something – a job, a house, a call from a wayward 

child, a clean bill of health – wanting something makes us vulnerable.  It 

exposes our tender places, our needs.  On the other hand, if you don‘t 

want anything – you are in no danger of not getting it.I wonder if hope 

were not Jesus‘ most courageous act.  Could I have the courage to be-

lieve in Easter morning when I was faced with Good Friday?  Could I 

go peacefully with the sword and club-bearing crowd that came to arrest 

me and still believe in a divine purpose?  The wonder wasn‘t that Jesus 

didn‘t resist; I suspect he saw that he was outnumbered and overpow-

ered and accepted it.  But he went with his captors, not because he saw 

the inevitable in the situation, but because he saw the inevitable beyond 

the situation.  He knew he would go with them before they even arrived. 

He had turned to his Father and showed him his desires, his hope – ―take 

this cup from me‖ -  and then carried his cross to Calvary.  He knew 

that, despite all evidence to the contrary, God‘s goodness, God‘s love, 

would have the last word.   He looked at death – a painful and humiliat-

ing death - and saw life.  This is the Easter message – it is always right 

to hope if our hope is in God   even, or perhaps especially, when every-

thing looks hopeless.   The renewing and redemptive message of Easter 

can be summed up in a sentence I heard at a conference once.  ―The 

Gospel is both the permission and the commandment to enter difficulty 

with hope.‖  My hope for you this Easter is that you give yourself this 

permission and live into this commandment. 

 

With love, for the Ministry Team, 

                                                                                          Judy 

Deacons are Pleased to Announce 

the Formation of a Worship 

Committee 
 óAs a congregation, we consider our wor-

ship services to be an important part of our 

overall spiritual experience and develop-

mentéô  

As a part of their ongoing charge, the Dea-

cons and the ministerial team have frequent 

discussions about new forms of worship and 

refinements to our services.  In the last cou-

ple years, these conversations have resulted 

in several new ideas and offerings working 

their way into our worship services - certain 

of these are currently being used in our ser-

vices during Lent. 

 

In order to be more intentional about explor-

ing new forms of worship, the Deacons are 

excited to have formed a Worship Commit-

tee.  The purpose and role of the Worship 

Committee is best described in its charge: 

―As a congregation, we consider our worship 

services to be an important part of our overall 

spiritual experience and development.  While 

we are content with our current offerings, we 

also are open to the possibility of deepening 

the richness of our worship experience.  As 

such, we are choosing to establish a Worship 

Committee for the purposes of exploring and 

experimenting with new and/or various 

forms of worship, within the context of our 

traditions.‖    

 

The ad hoc Worship Committee will serve to 

support the ministerial team and Deacons as 

we continue to broaden and deepen our wor-

ship experiences together and will remain 

closely coordinated with the Deacons and the 

Council on Ministries, as appropriate.  We 

are very pleased that Laurie Roby has agreed 

to chair the Worship Committee and that the 

following members will serve on the Com-

mittee alongside Skip Waterbury, Judy Ar-

nold and Jane Ring Frank: Sarah Gallop, 

Steve Haggett, Melissa Jackson, Brian Koss, 

and Penny Sparrow representing the Diacon-

ate.  We are thankful that this group has 

agreed to serve and we look forward to their 

contributions. 

 

Head Deacon Marc Thompson,  

For the Diaconate 



It takes many people with diverse 
experience, skills and interests and a great 
deal of commitment to support the 
ministries and programs of our Church. 

Officers 
Moderator David Mortensen 
Clerk  Sheila Marian 
Treasurer Peter Van Aken 
Asst. Treasurer Pam Boerner 
Auditors Whit Peterson, Ted 

Lamson, Ron Tuccelli 
Historian Bob Stone 
Librarian Marjorie Moore 

Diaconate/Council on Pastoral Care 
Marc Thompson, (Head Deacon), 
Marianne Carter, Mike Redding, Lee 
Roberts, Nick Wankowicz, Susan Sawyer, 
Lynne Rahmeier, Penny Sparrow, Peter 
Woolford 

The Diaconate assists the pastoral team 
in the spiritual care of the Church and 
provides active administrative 
leadership. 

Christian Education 

Karen Roberts (chair), Linda Fontana, 

Annmarie Galli, Tony McPherson, 

Elizabeth Page, Carol Savage, Cindy 

Wankowicz; Adult Education Committee: 

Bob McIndoe (chair), Jim Donovan, Chris 

Noble, Vicki Waterbury; Library 

Committee: Marjorie Moore (chair). 

The Education Commission facilitates 

and oversees religious education 

programs for people of all ages in the 

Church through three committees. 

Children/Youth Education Committee  

 

Facilities & Personnel 
Bruce Alexander, John Mutterperl (co-
chairs), Chris Righter, Meg Shin, Cindy 
Mutterperl, David Peretti 

The Facilities & Personnel Commission 
oversees all matters of personnel policy 
and of the care and control of the 
Churchôs property. 

Financial Resources 
Tom Kahl (chair), Walter Ogier, Bruce 
Johnston, Brian Koss, Elizabeth Lamb, 
Jena Roy 

The Financial Resources Commission 
oversees programs to provide financial 
support of and donations to the church, 
and arranges for management of the 
Churchôs endowment and other funds. 

Commission UPdates 

Health Ministry  

Sandy Giusti (chair), Pam Budner, Isabel 
Hart, Jenifer Trevett, Sybil Richardson, 
Susan Sawyer, Connie Rosengberger, 
Bob Shirley, Branda Wilhoite 

The Health Ministry Commission 
encourages members to enhance their 
faith by living the connection between 
wellness and spirituality, both 
personally and in ministry to others.  
Educational offerings and healthy life 
style events are offered monthly with 
fellowship, fitness and fun in mind. 

Leadership Development 
Jena Roy (chair), Susan Leathers, Jean 
Mortensen, Kaye Nash, Jordan Shin 

The Leadership Development 
Commission plans and implements 
programs to enhance the leadership 
skills of persons active in the church, 
and seeks to match peopleôs skills and 
interests with the various needs of the 
Church organization. 

Membership Life & Development 
Linda Sullivan  (chair), Louise Trakamis, 
Janice Wilson. Vanessa Gobes, Paul 
Rahmeier, Suzanne Kahl, Marsha Lamson, 
Vicki Waterbury, Carol Weir, Betsy Wall 

The Membership Life and Development 
Commission develops programs to 
increase Church membership and to 
strengthen the life of the Church. 

Outreach 
Linda Alexander, Paula Giancola (co-
chairs). Laura Bailey, Joe Carter, Ron 
Chabot, Diane Donovan, Anne Leiserson, 
Bill McCarter 

The Outreach Commission promotes 
opportunities for outreach ministries 
and giving by all persons associated 
with the Church and oversees the 
outreach programs and mission giving 
of the church.  

To: All Boards & Commissions 

From:  The Church Office 

Re: Publications and Mailings 

In order to efficiently process materials 
submitted to the church office, we request 
your attention to the following important 
deadlines: 

Sunday bulletin Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

The Spire the 15th, monthly 

Bulk Mailings processed Mon-Wed, 
weekly 

Minutes/Inserts three days before 
mailing or publication 

We appreciate your cooperation.  We aim 
to accomplish all tasks in a timely and 
satisfactory manner.  Any questions or 
assistance, please call 729-9180. 
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email 

Using email is a good way to make 

quick and efficient distribution of 

information regarding meetings and 

other relevant aspects of church life.   

If you would like to share your email 

address with the church, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  a t 

first.congregational@verizon.net or 

leave a note in the church office. 

From the Church Office: 

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please note that due to reduced office 

hours, more advanced planning 

regarding mailings and other projects 

requiring office assistance will be 

necessary.   

Please submit to the office your request 

for mailings of 50 or more on Mondays, 

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  This will 

leave Thursdays and Fridays free for 

bulletin production and bookkeeping.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

For your reflection 
 Recommended lectionary readings for  

APRIL  
2nd:  Jer 31:31-34;  Ps 51:1-12 or Ps 119:9-

16; Heb 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

 

9th:  Isa 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16; Phil 2:5-11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39, (40-47); 

Palm Sunday Psalm: Ps 118:1-2, 19-29; 

Palm Sun Gospel Mark 11:1-11 or John 

12:12-16 

 

16th, Easter Day: 1st Reading: Acts 10:34-

43 or Isa 25:6-9; Ps 118:1-2, 14-24; 2nd 

Reading: 1 Cor 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 

 

23rd: Acts 4:32-35; Ps 133; 1John 1:1-22 

John 20:19-31 

 
30th: Acts 3:12-19; Ps 4; 1 

John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 
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Holy Conversations:  

 Whatôs the Latest? 

 
Like the glowing shafts of colorful light seen in a kaleidoscope, 

last year 

our Holy Conversations brought together many interesting and 

enlightening configurations of people and viewpoints.  From the 

Stone Soup luncheon, to Borg discussion groups, to the World 

Café event, we have shared our Faith, engaged questions around 

who we are as a people of Faith and what God is calling us to do. 

The Holy Conversations Steering Committee has been collecting, 

observing, and absorbing, fascinated by the various jewels, col-

ored stones and bits of sea glass that represent our notions of 

who we are and who God is leading us to become. 

Now it is our task to combine and recombine these precious bits 

into a statement of who we are and what we feel called to do and 

to be.  It is a daunting task.  Each turn of the kaleidoscope results 

in a different perspective, a different emphasis, a different way of 

seeing.  But as the prism rotates, we are finding a center that 

holds, and this center is God expressed in community and con-

nection.  There is a yearning for connection between the many, 

many competing components of our church and secular lives, a 

yearning for connection with each other, with God and with 

Christ‘s grace. 

What we have heard is that we as a congregation hope to make 

these connections by building community, and make community 

by connecting. 

Making Community and Connecting: 

Our lives with God through prayer 

With each other through sharing our journeys, fellowship 

and fun 

Mission with faith 

Stewardship with faith 

With silence 

Families 

Generations with each other 

Newcomers to ―us‖ 

The less active with the more active 

The larger world of need with our world 

Being with doing 

We plan to complete a draft document describing our vision for 

the future this Spring.  At that time, we will ask you to join us 

again at the table for feedback, dialog and revisions. 

We thank you for sharing in this endeavor with us.  Please con-

tinue to pray with us and for us as we strive to discern our con-

gregation‘s future and complete our work. 

 

                                   -- Holy Conversations Steering Committee 

 

 

Leaves from the Library 

 
  Consider our new church library books 

for your spring reading. We have two  

books by Marilynne Robinson: Gilead, 

and The Death of Adam; a new  Wangerin 

book: Jesus: a Novel;.  

 

We have the newest Spong: The Sins of 

Scripture: Exposing the Bible's Texts of 

Hate to Reveal the God of love;  and the 

latest by Huston Smith: The Soul of 

Christianity.  

 

We also have  Dan Chiras‘s Ecokids: 

Raising Children who Care for the Earth; 

and a gift book  which I found unexpect-

edly enthralling,- an account of what was 

happening at the turn of the century 

among the Christian populations  

which had inhabited the nations of the 

Middle East since antiquity The book is: 

From the Holy Mountain: a Journey 

Among the Christians of the Middle East, 

by William Dalrymple. 

The  

Ruth group  

We are a multi-generational group of 

women with many interests. New par-

ticipants are welcome at any time.    

Everyone is welcome whether she has 

read the book or not.  

 

Book Ends usually offers a discount on 

our selections. We try to choose books 

that are available in paperback.  

 

Question?  Call  Susan Sawyer (721-

1476) or Karen Roberts (729-0518).  

Do call if you need transportation. 

Coming Up: 

April 23 

Lolita, by Vladimir Nabokov 

Discussion facilitator: Anne Hoenicke 

At the home of Jean Mortensen, 6 

Alesworth Ave. 

 

May 21 

Their Eyes Were Watching God, by 

Zora Neal Hurston 

Discussion facilitator and hostess: 

Lynne Rahmeier, 39 Thornberry Road 

  

Join us on Thursday, 

April 6!  

  
Announcing the return 

of  

THE CHURCH 

FAMILY TABLE  
Potluck Supper  

2nd Thursdays*  
Chidley Hall  

6:15 p.m.  
  

Join us for an informal, 

multi -generational, family -

style potluck dinner.   (*This 

month we are gathering on 

the FIRST Thursday due to 

Holy Week.)  Enjoy good 

food and good company.   



CALENDAR 
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Sundays 

Prime Time 
(donuts &  

thought for the day) 

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 

Confirmation 
7th Grade  5:30–6:15 pm 

8th Grade  6:30-7:15 pm 

Forum 

9th-12th Grades 

7:30–8:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

D&D 

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 
in the Forum Room 

Bagels & Bunnies  

―HELPPPPPPPPPPP!!!!!!!!!!  I‘m freezing!!!!! Can it really be Easter?‖    Maybe 

you were nearby when the Easter Bunny was heard to utter these words.  We hope 

that when he‘s with us on Easter Saturday he will be white and not purple with 

cold.  So, come and do your part in warming him up.  Sit on his lap and get your 

picture taken.  Warm his heart by hunting for candy filled Easter eggs.  This annual 

event begins at 9:30 with bagels and coffee for the adults, a chance to get your pic-

ture taken with the Easter Bunny and a riotous search for Easter Eggs – maybe 

YOU will be the one to find the Gold or Silver egg and win the special prize.  This 

is a fund raiser for the Youth Mission Trip – so come, enjoy, support and good 

cause and leave with candy and a photo. 

Pancake Breakfast  

Between the two Easter services, the church Youth invite you to a pancake breakfast.  

Beginning at 10:00 a.m. pancakes, sausages, fruit, coffee and tea will be served in 

Chidley Hall.  If you‘re coming to the 11:00 am service, come early and eat breakfast.  

If you‘re at the 9:00 service, join us after worship to actually eat some of the delicious 

smells that have been wafting your way all morning.  Proceeds of the breakfast offset 

the expenses of the Youth Mission Trip, which was in February in Washington, D.C.  

What a great way to break your Lenten fast and support a good cause! 

Church School/Youth Box of some kind : 

Would you enjoy helping out in either our Church School or our Youth 

programs?  Volunteer committees are forming now for each of these 

areas to help with limited, nuts-and-bolts tasks.  Some examples:  main-

tain the Church School crafts supplies or snack closet; help with fall 

Church School registration; coordinate drivers for Youth events; handle 

sign-ups for Youth ski and/or mission trip, etc.  Here‘s a fun way to be 

involved if you‘re not teaching!  Speak with Carol Jones (Church 

School) or Judy Arnold (Youth), or contact Karen Roberts (781-729-

0518 or kerob@comcast.net).  Thanks! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ROLLER SKATING  
On Friday, April 7th, sixth, seventh and eighth graders are 

invited to go roller skating after school.  We will leave 

the church around 3:00  (Arrangements will be made for 

LCA kids who want to come) and be back by 6:00 pm at 

the latest.  Skating is $5.00 and there are pinball machines 

so bring some money.  Again, RSVP is absolutely re-

quired if you are planning to come.!!!  jar-

noldfccw@verizon.net or 781-729-9180 x 23. 

C H U R C H   S C H O O L   N E W S   

 
 

THE SPRING TERM IS WELL UNDER WAY!!  

Our focus for April is on the events of Palm Sunday, Holy 

Week and Easter.  Because of special activities and changes in 

the calendar, teachers may choose to change the order of lessons 

for a given Sunday. 

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 4th GRADE LESSONS  

Easter - Christians rejoice in the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. Through this great gift, we come to know and un-

derstand the new life and hope that are available for us because of 

God‘s love.  

April 2 - Peter 

April 9 – PALM SUNDAY  -- Pilate (Middle and Older Ele-

mentary) Palm Sunday (Preschool and Early  

      Elementary) 

April 16 – EASTER SUNDAY  (No Church School classes) 

April 23 - The Emmaus Road 

April 30 - The Ascension 

 óTWEENS IN TRANSITION -- 5th & 6th GRADE  

From Jesusô Trial to Pentecost – From the humiliation, suffer-

ing, and death of Jesus we learn how life can be unjust  Even the 

report of the Guards after the Resurrection shows that not every-

one ―gets it‖ – understands how God‘s love has the last word in 

the end.  However, the good news of Pentecost is that the Holy 

Spirit has been sent to give us help in living our daily lives. 

April 2 - Barabbas or Jesus? (Matthew 27:15-26) 

April 9 – PALM SUNDAY -- Two Thieves (Luke 23:32-43) 

April 16 – EASTER SUNDAY  (No Church School classes) 

April 23 - The Report of the Guard (Matthew 27:27:62-66; 

28:11-15) 

April 30 - Pentecost (Acts 2) 

The Cherub Choir (Preschool Threes thru Second Grade) will 

sing an anthem during the morning worship service on Palm Sun-

day, April 9.  Check the calendar below for rehearsal times.  

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR APRIL  

Sunday, April 2 ï Kid‘s Worship (Grades 3-5) in the Tucker 

Room, Cherub Choir  

Rehearsal (Preschool thru 2nd Grade) in the 

Chapel after the children leave the sanctuary.  

Children can be met in their regular classrooms 

after the morning service. 

Sunday, April 9 ï PALM SUNDAY , regular Church School 

classes.  Cherub Choir  will sing an anthem during the service 

(short rehearsal in the sanctuary before the service). 

Sunday, April 16 ï EASTER SUNDAY.  Two services and 

Pancake Breakfast.  

NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES -- Childcare and special 

activities for younger children during both services. 

Sunday, April 23 and 30 ï Regular classes resume  

mailto:kerob@comcast.net
mailto:jarnoldfccw@verizon.net
mailto:jarnoldfccw@verizon.net


Our Churchôs Outreach Ministry is 

made possible by you ï the members of 

our church of all ages -who give 

generously of your time and other 

resources to reach out to people in need.  

Each month, the Outreach Commission 

highlights some of the people and 

organizations that we support through 

our outreach giving, as well as current service opportunities for 

you and your family. 

Reach 
Out! 
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Update from Rev. Prestemon of Back Bay Mission in 

Biloxi , MS: Excerpts from newsletter of January 24, ‗06 

   Unbelievably, it has been nearly five months since the 

fury of Hurricane Katrina irrevocably changed our lives. 

Yet it was only last month that many of us along the Missis-

sippi Gulf Coast were allowed to travel certain roadways to 

see for the first time the scope of Katrina‘s wrath. In late 

December, I made my first post-Katrina sojourn along 

Highway 90, which follows the beach for approximately 60 

miles from the east end of the Mississippi Coast to the west. 

I braced myself for what I would witness, but nothing had 

truly prepared me for what I saw. The farther west I trav-

eled, toward what had been the eye of the storm, the more 

my fragile defenses fell, as terrible destruction evolved into 

absolute annihilation. First there were homes and churches 

and other structures gutted violently by the power of water 

but still somehow standing; then there was simply noth-

ing…for mile after mile after mile. Despite my resolve, 

tears flowed as I made that solemn drive… tears of disbe-

lief, tears of sorrow, tears of surrender to the massive loss 

that is now our sobering reality.  

   Most days, probably most of us can begin to see that we 

are indeed transitioning from brokenness to hope, if only in 

small ways. Debris continues to be removed. More and 

more businesses are returning to normal hours. There is a 

constant hum of activity that promises more progress ahead. 

Yet actual rebuilding has hardly yet begun in our communi-

ties, and we now know more profoundly that which so 

many tried to tell us… We have an extremely long road 

ahead of us. Recovery will be a slow, laborious process 

over the very long term.  

   This is a realization we have also come to grasp at Back 

Bay Mission. We are making progress, though we have 

come to define ―progress‖ a bit differently than in former 

days. Our operations are running relatively smoothly (dare I 

say normally‖?) out of our two cozy work trailers. Most 

staff positions left vacant by the storm‘s displacement of 

former staff members are now filled. We can do all those 

gloriously simple things, like receive mail, make phone 

calls, and communicate by email from these humble new 

office homes. Most importantly, of course, we are serving 

the community. We are providing financial aid to hundreds 

every month. We are housing and assisting the homeless. 

We are raising issues of justice and concern with commu-

nity leaders and planners. We are working diligently to cre-

ate new programs and ministries that will bring transforma-

tion in this new post-Katrina context. And, aided by UCC 

work groups from our churches nationwide, we are facilitat-

ing disaster relief and recovery work in countless homes 

 And churches. 

    Property issues remain daunting for Back Bay Mission. One of our 

buildings has already been demolished. Perhaps as many as five oth-

ers will yet be demolished. Our main administration and service 

building -- the one building on our campus we felt sure we could 

save -- awaits the verdict of FEMA and city officials, as the possibil-

ity of new elevation requirements now jeopardize our hopes to repair 

it. Of course, insurance issues have everything to do with our ability 

to rebuild our facilities, and we continue to wade through those is-

sues with tenacity and wisdom.   

   We are crafting a new vision for the future of this beloved ministry 

in the United Church of Christ, remaining ever true to our commit-

ment to ―do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.‖ Our 

ministry is more relevant and needed here than ever, and we sense 

the urgent call of God to step forward in bold faith to be of service to 

a hurting and overwhelmed people. And so we plod ahead, often 

uncertain of the path, but trusting that the way will be carved out 

 before us. 

   Pray for us. Pray for the tens of thousands across this Gulf coast 

whose lives and spirits have been uprooted by Hurricane Katrina, 

many of whom still today live in circumstances beyond your imagi-

nation. Pray for our sisters and brothers in Florida, for whom hurri-

cane recovery from last year‘s storms still continues. Pray for our 

local and national leaders, that wisdom and compassion would guide 

their decision-making about the future of our area. Pray for Back 

Bay Mission and our staff members, that our ministry might be crea-

tive and responsive to a community experiencing enormous need. 

And pray for our Board of Directors, who will convene next month 

to make significant decisions about the character of our future minis-

try to the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Pray for all of us…. 

    I am reminded of Paul‘s first letter to the Thessalonians: ―Rejoice 

always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.‖ Rejoicing and giving 

thanks have been far from easy acts of faith these last five months. 

Truth be known, deep sorrow and overwhelmed spirits have often 

been the momentary victors. But at the end of each long day, we 

remember how you have borne us and sustained us and enfolded us 

in your love and generosity. And we discover within ourselves 

the impulse to give thanks after all, rejoicing in your encircling 

Presence. 

 

BREAD OF LIFE  
IS EASTER OFFERING RECIPIENT  

 

The Outreach Commission decided to focus the Easter 

Offering on issues of hunger.  We have chosen Bread of 

Life as the recipient.  Bread of Life is an interfaith or-

ganization in Malden that offers food to hungry and 

homeless people.  Look for our letter with more details 

about this deserving organization  
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 A Bread for the World 
Workshop on Reducing 

Global Hunger  
 

hosted by 
First Congregational Church 

Winchester 

 
 Saturday, April 22, 2006  

9:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m. 
 

At this worshop we will: 

learn more about global hunger 
and poverty 

discuss the US legislative 
process and how we can 
influence our nationôs decision-
makers to serve the needs of 
hungry and poor people in the 
U.S and abroad 

get practical information on how 
our church communities can 
make a difference through an 
ñOffering of Lettersò 

meet others who are committed 
to reducing global hunger and 
poverty 

 
To enroll or learn more about the 
program, please contact Jena Roy 
at (781) 729-2520 or 
jenaroy@aol.com or speak to a 
member of the Outreach 
Commission. 

 
Concerned people from all over the 

Boston area are welcome. 
 

To learn more about Bread for the 
World, please see www.bread.org. 

Special Social Justice & 
Outreach Opportunity: 

Walk For Hunger 
Sunday, May 7 

Interfaith òWorshipperõs Walkó (10 miles) 
departs from Winchester Common at noon 

Please help make a difference in the lives of hungry families and 

children by participating in Project Bread‘s annual Walk for Hunger.  

A bus arranged by the Winchester Interfaith Council will meet us on 

the Winchester Common at noon to take us to the half-way (10 mile) 

point of the walk. 

The sixth grade is planning to walk and we encourage you to 

join us.  Call Jena Roy (781-729-2520) if you are interested in 

walking and/or sponsoring our team!  Thank you! 

Reach Out  continues:  notable  events 
Many of the organizations that we support hold interesting and fun 

events  throughout the year.  Here are a few that you may be inter-

ested in: 

 
     9th Annual Golf Tournament to Benefit The Protestant Guild for Human 

Services to be held June 1, 2006, Stow Acres Country Club, Stow, MA.  Call 781-

893-6000 or visit www.protestantguild.org for more details. 

     Discover Germaine Lawrence!  An engaging tour and information session.  See 

the changes on campus - hear about life here from a student - learn how to become 

more involved - and enjoy lunch cooked by their culinary program.  To be held on 

April 14, 2006, Arlington, 

MA.  Call 781.859.1233 or visit www.germainelawrence.org for more details. 

     Third Annual Urban Walk for Haiti with Partners in Health, the three-mile 

walk to raise money for Partners in Health to benefit medical initiatives in 

Haiti.  Last year‘s walk raised more than $55,000.  To be held on  April 9, 2006, 

from 29 Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge, MA.  Visit www.wfh2005.org for more de-

tails. 

     Rosieôs Place Spring Gala, a special tribute marking the 80th birthday of social 

justice activist and Rosie‘s Place founder Kip Tiernan.  This will be held on  May 2, 

2006, in  Needham, MA.  Tickets are $500.  Visit www.rosies.org for more details. 

Spotlight On…  ESPERANZA:  The U.S.-based Esperanza International, Inc. is a 

non-profit, non-sectarian charitable corporation that promotes community develop-

ment, financial and health education and civic activism in Tijuana, Mexico and outly-

ing areas.  It is dedicated to empowering the poor to help themselves by bridging ex-

isting needs with available resources.  Currently, Esperanza‘s efforts are directed in 

three areas:  1) self-help housing and community development in the colonias popu-

lares (unplanned neighborhoods) of Tijuana, 2) a community health-center that fo-

cuses on health education as well as clinic services, and 3) the Volunteer Building 

Program.  Esperanza promotes construction of affordable housing by low-income 

households through a mutual self-help process.  Small project groups are formed with 

10-28 families.  Esperanza has organized its housing program around a Housing Sav-

ings Fund, a financial mechanism that promotes the mobilization of household re-

sources for housing development.  The fund is constituted from the savings of mem-

ber families of the mutual self-help housing program and combined with capital pro-

vided by Esperanza.  The FCC‘s youth group went there on a mission trip in 2002. 
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                            Womenõs 

                 Association  
                  News  

LETS GET  READY  

TO RUMMAGE!!!   

Our rummage sale is back after a 

lengthy hiatus! On April 8th from 10-2 

we will be holding our sale at Chidley 

Hall.  DROP-OFF for all clothes, house-

hold items and toys will begin on Sun-

day, March 26th (not any earlier as we 

have storage issues). You can bring 

your items to the far end of Chidley and 

there they will be sorted.    

 

WORKERS:   It takes a village to raise 

a child and a small army to raise a 

happy healthy rummage sale! We are 

looking for workers in the following 

areas: 

10 SORTERS , 10 CASHIERS, 

10 GENERAL HELPERS (security and 

tidying up during the sale)   and 10 peo-

ple to help with CLEANUP.  If you have 

any questions, want to sign up, or if you 

need someone  to pick up items, PLEASE 

CALL Donna DeConto at 781-729-2545 or 

Melissa Jackson, 781-481-9145.       

 

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
 

We continue our journey through the Lenten season, these forty 

days of deeper self-examination and spiritual introspection lead-

ing us through Holy Week into the joy of Eastertide.  As the mys-

tery of God‘s complete and unconditional love of us deepens, we 

release the illusions of our self-justification.  We may even begin 

to realize more fully that everything human can be found within 

our own hearts.  Yes, everything I find so hard to accept, forgive, 

or appreciate in others is actually also present within myself.  As 

I open more fully to my day-to- day dependence upon God, and 

realize a more complete trust in God, who is now, was in the be-

ginning, and will be when all my human striving has ceased, I 

come to release the illusions that keep me separated from God, 

from other human beings, and from reality itself. 

In the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday of Holy Week, I hear 

again the new commandment of Jesus, that we are to love one 

another.  I discover anew the good news that we are beloved of 

God, and begin to live out this reality in humility, welcoming the 

fact that the others with whom I share this planet are also be-

loved, as I claim my place and offer them theirs at this table of 

fellowship.   

Perhaps the most challenging mystery is that of Good Friday, 

when Jesus himself enters into the silence of death through which 

he is transformed into resurrection hope.  Good Friday calls us to 

let go of all the ways we have planned to save ourselves.  The 

power, control, fame, material goods, clever speech, and even 

―worthy actions‖ that were going to save us are seen for what 

they are:  distractions keeping us from discovering God who re-

orients our paths of self-reliance and leads us home to our reli-

ance on God alone.  As we enter the reality of Good Friday, we 

discover that God would set us free from a past we cannot 

change, and we begin to trust anew that God will lead us into a 

future in which we can be changed by God‘s loving action. 

Easter is God‘s transformation of us into resurrection hope.  We 

let God be God, and let go of the ways we were trying to control 

the outcome of our spiritual lives.  Easter reveals to us the end of 

scapegoating as a mechanism for the cleansing of a community, 

for in the raising of Jesus, God brings the very one who is scape-

goated back into the midst of the community and declares this is 

the one who will save us.  Our impulses to rid ourselves of ―those 

others‖ is exposed for what it really is:  our lack of faith in God‘s 

ability to show us how to live as one people on one little planet, 

learning to trust God to show us a new, transformed way of life 

together.  May we know this hope the world cannot destroy, re-

vealed to us again this Easter. 

--Rev. Dr. Ken Orth,  

Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate 
 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER PLANT REQUEST 
 

You are invited to donate a chancel Easter plant as a memorial or as a gift.  Plants 

will be distributed to our shut-ins following the worship service on Sunday, April 

16th. 
  

The cost of plants is $10.00 each.  All orders are due by Sunday, April 9th. 

 

I wish to purchase ______ plants, which will be 

 

__ In memory of   __ In honor of (please check as appropriate) 

 

 

Donor  _________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form with a check payable to First Congregational Church, with 

memo ―flowers‖, to the church office, or place it in an offering plate in an envelope 

marked ―Easter  plants‖. 
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Touchstones  

A Womenôs Wellness and Spirituality 
Discussion Group  

Tuesdays, 12:30 to 2:00 P.M.   
In the Palmer Room  

************************************************** 
The Lenten Journey:  

An Invitation to Self Examination  
April 4 and 11  

(No meeting April 18)  
Spring series begins April 25  

 

What do you want on your plate? 
As we continue our five week series, we will deter-

mine what is essential for our Lenten journey.  We 

will consider what we can not give up, and what we 

can leave behind and still be fully on the jour-

ney.  What are the things, ideas, promises, visions, or 

beliefs you hope to bring with you on this Lenten 

journey and beyond?    What do you want on your 

plate?  We will create those plates and offer them up 

as we approach the table. 

We hope you will join us and intentionally consider 

making space, creating a pause, and welcoming the 

possibilities opening to you this Lenten season. 

All are welcome to join us.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Debbie Johnston at 

The_Johnstons@comcast.net or Kathleen Zagata at 

781-729-9180. 

Caregivers Breakfast  

    Sunday, April 30th 

      8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

       Palmer Room 

  

 Join fellow church members for a time of prayer, 

learning and discussion. Whether caring for someone 

at a distance or nearby, whether caring for an aging 

parent, relative or friend, this is a time to reflect 

on the challenges and rewards of care giving  and 

to open to how one's faith informs and shapes the 

journey.      

 

 

 

 

ñFor reasons that arenôt clear, more young people suffer 

from those (nut) allergies than ever before.ò 
 

Letôs Make Our Church Safe 

     For Kids With Nut Allergies!   
 

Have you noticed that many schools and other places where young folks 

congregate are creating special nut-free zones to protect kids who are 

allergic to peanuts and tree nuts?  For reasons that aren‘t clear, more 

young people suffer from these allergies now than ever before.  Our 

church, too, needs to work toward becoming safer for the many children 

who use our building. 

Peanut and tree nut allergies can be very severe, with reactions that can 

be life-threatening. They can be triggered by a very tiny exposure to a 

bit of peanut or nut, or to something cooked in their oil.   

To help, please AVOID BRINGING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 

into the church school, the Forum room, any other part of the 

church --even into a car or bus that will be transporting young peo-

ple: 

Peanuts or tree nuts themselves.  It‘s impossible to eat them and 

not spread bits of them around.  Also, their oils get onto your hands and 

then onto whatever you touch.  This creates a serious danger for kids 

with nut allergies. 

Cookies, candy, other foods containing peanut or nut ingredi-

ents or oils.  Check the package listing for these ingredients.  Also look 

for a warning like, ―May contain traces of peanuts or tree nuts,‖ or 

―Processed in a facility that also processes tree nuts.‖  Foods so marked 

should not be brought in.  Beware also of ice cream and shared ice 

cream scoops! 

     Other prepared foods, unless you are absolutely sure that they 

do not contain peanuts, tree nuts, or any of their oils.  For example, 

many ethnic foods (such as Chinese, Thai) are routinely cooked using 

nut oils, and they often contain nuts as well.  The same is true of many 

home-baked goodies.  Delicious though they may be, these are off-

limits! 

 
    Finally, beware of seemingly harmless foods that can be some of 

the most dangerous of all.  PESTO contains ground pine nuts.  GRA-

NOLA BARS  often contain peanut flour, which easily becomes air-

borne – a huge threat!  Even SPAGHETTI SAUCE  may be thickened 

with ground peanuts.  PIZZA  is occasionally cooked in peanut oil.   

Ask food providers to read you the label of the ingredients they use, and 

always double-check with the chef when you‘re bringing in prepared 

foods.  

 

Thanks  

for helping make our church a safer place for everyone! 

 

  

Health  & Wellness Ministry  

ñSave the Date ñ 

Friday, April 28th from 6:15 to 9:15 pm 

For Moms and their Daughters who are  

5th-, 6th– and 7th-graders 

An evening to explore joyful, mindful 

And embodied living as a practice of faith 
Sponsored by the Health Ministry Commission 

If you have questions, please call Kathleen Zagata at 

781-729-9180. 



WE NEED 

YOU! 
Do you have an hour, an evening, 

or a weekend to give?  Here are a 

few opportunities to serve your 

church and community. 

The FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

21 Church Street 

Winchester, MA  01890 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Winchester, MA  

01890 
Permit No. 55 

POSTMASTER:  Address Service Requested 

Can you help deliver ñLittle Red 

Wagonò food donations to area 

pantries?  Please call Laura 

Bailey at 781-756-0188. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

TO COOK & SERVE AT  

THE DWELLING PLAC E 

The Dwelling Place is a soup kitchen in 

Woburn that provides meals to hungry 

individuals and families.  FCC members 

and friends prepare and serve meals on 

the third Saturday of every month.  

Recipes  are provided.  Children are 

welcome.  This is a great way to get to 

know other church families.  To 

volunteer, please contact Michelle Zavez 

at 721-0726. 
Become a  

Parish Visitor  
Call George Hebb at 

729-4689 or Kathleen 

Zagata at 729-9180 

  

SOME DATES TO SAVE  
April 4, 11&25: Touchstones 

 

April 6:  Family Pot Luck 

 

April 8:  Rummage Sale 

                Progressive Dinner 

 

April 9:  Palm Sunday 

                Life Deacons‘ Breakfast 

 

April 13: Maundy Thursday  

    Service 

 

April 15: Bunnies and Bagels 

 

April 16: Easter Sunday 

    Services at 9 and 11 am 

    Pancake Breakfast at 10 

 

April 22: Bread for the World 

    Workshop 

 

April 28: Moms&Daughters  

    Evening 

 

April 30: Caregivers‘ Breakfast 

Thank you 

for all 

you do!  

Remember the 

Rummage Sale  
Saturday, April 8th 

 

Your rummage and help wanted and 

appreciated!  Details on page 10 


