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CENTERING POINTSé  as we begin the New Year together.  
 

 
Dear Broth ers and Sisters in Faith,  

 

     What incredibly rich experiences weôve been sharing!!  é from the Holy Conversations 

process, to considering and talking about the Holy Conversations Report, through the ñBorg 

Groupò meetings exploring The Heart of Christia nity , and our FaithWalk Lenten discussions of 

Whatôs Theology Got To Do With It?, our Good Books and FaithFlix conversations, FaithTalk Bible 

Study before church, and even the current Capital Campaign explorations which invite us to 

consider our mission, o ur resources, and our dreams for the future.  

 

     Through all of it, weôve heard expressions of deep, abiding faith and of the desire to explore 

that faith and to move it forward ï move it deeper ï into even more ñrisk takingò opportunities --  

to find out  where those growing edges are taking us.  Weôve heard a lot of conversations ï 

dialogues between individuals and within groups ï dialogues with God.  In listening to those 

conversations, in participating in them ourselves, we heard consistent themes emerg e and the 

struggle, at times, to find adequate, coherent theological and biblical language to express them.  

 

     Weôve been thinking and praying a lot about what weôve heard.  We believe weôve begun to 

discern a shared theological and biblical identity th at motivates and upholds this congregation --  

what might be called our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS , our ñCENTERING POINTS .ò  We would 

like to offer these to you, our faith family, for your further consideration.  We believe that this is 

important work to be doin g right now for many reasons.  Weôd like to mention two of them: 

 

 We need some kind of guideline , by which we know where to direct our considerable 

energies and enthusiasm for being Godôs people and doing Godôs work.  That guideline can 

also become a measu ring stick , by which we define what ñsuccessò is and how 

ñsuccessfulò our efforts have been.  

 

 We need a way to introduce ourselves, clearly and consistently, to those who look through 

our doors and wonder who we are and what weôre about.  This isnôt done only with words 

ï how we live out those words is of crucial importance ï but it is done significantly, and 

perhaps initially, with words, so the words we use to describe ourselves are important.   

 

     WHAT ARE WE ASKING?  We would like to find out what Y OU think ï how you react to what 

we believe weôve heard you and Godôs Spirit say in dialogue with each other.  Weôd like to explore 

with you the possibility of owning these ideas, these CENTERING POINTS , for ourselves and 

discovering how to incorporate our  Shared Understandings  into our very lives as individuals 

and as a faith community.  

 

     HOW WILL WE DO IT?  Each month in 2008 from January through June (and perhaps even 

into the summer) weôll explore together another one of the Centering Points weôre offering.  We 

suggest doing that in these ways:  

 

 A monthly themed sermon , followed when possible by é 

 é an Eleventh Hour Conversation  about the thoughts presented in the sermon.  
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 A Centering Point Reflection , which every group meeting during that month ï fro m the 

deacons, to commissions, to committees, to study groups, to choirs and music groups, to 

social groups, to planning groups and working groups ï is asked to consider using as their 

opening Gathering Prayer and Centering Time.   

 The Centering Point Refl ection will also be published in the SPIRE and posted on the 

website , for individuals to read, think about, and pray with during the month.  

 The monthly Council on Ministries Meeting  (usually held the fourth Wednesday 

evening of the month and made up of the  Deacons, chairs of commissions and 

committees, church officers, members of the ministry team, etc.) is invited to begin their 

own Gathering and Prayer Time by reflecting on the Centering Point for the month and 

sharing what theyôve experienced themselves, in conversation with others, in the previous 

weeks.   

 

     WHAT MIGHT BE THE RESULT?  We believe that the Centering Points weôve discerned and 

are offering for your consideration, plus the process weôve outlined for having a conversation 

about them, can be transformative.  Weôre suggesting an incredibly dynamic and challenging 

proposal ï that in dialogue with our own lives, with each other, and with God, we can and will 

move closer to becoming the community that God is calling us to be.  

 

 

With faith and love,   

 

Skip, Judy, Carol, Kathleen, Jane  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the New Year, 1981  

Denise Levertov  

 

I have a small grain of hope ï 

one small crystal that gleams  

clear colors out of transparency.  

 

I need more.  

 

I break off a fragment  

to send you.  

 

Please take  

this grain of a grain of hope  

so that mine won't shrink.  

 

Please share your fragment  

so that yours will grow.  

 

Only so, by d ivision,  

will hope increase,  

 

like a clump of irises, which will 

cease to flower  

unless you distribute  

the clustered roots, unlikely source ï 

clumsy and earth -covered ï 

of grace.  
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Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  
We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

 

 We know ourselves to be children of a loving Godé   

éand that God is the Centering Point for our lives. 

 

 We believe that God calls each of us, from the youngest among us to the oldest , 

inviting  us on a journey é 

éthat the Christian journey is one of surrender to Godôs grace and love and that the path of 

surrender leads to joy. 

   

 We experience God in  Jesus Christ --  ñGod With Usò é   

é who uniquely reveals God to us, showing us what human life fully centered in God looks 

like. 

 

 We believe that Christ calls us to follow him , to be his disciples é 

é challenging us to live out the two great commandments:  

ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,  

 and with all your mind, and with all your strengthò 

and ñYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ò 

 

  We seek to say ñyesò to Christôs callé 

é to find our lives by giving them awa y in compassionate service to Jesus in the world and in 

the people around us. 

 

 We know  that we canôt do this on our own, é 

é that we are precious and loved AND that we continually fall short of what we are called to 

be, as individuals and as a community. 

 

 We trust in the transforming power of Christôs love for us, é 

é accepting us, forgiving us, at times confronting and challenging us, healing us and making 

us whole. 

   

 We trust in the power of the Holy Spirité 

é to redirect and re-order our lives in a cont inual process of turning and returning to God .   

 

 And we  rejoice  together é 

éthat God alone is becoming the wellspring of our lives and that, day by day, we  are learning 

to trust Godôs loving embrace. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  

 

Those [people] that we think o f as healthy seem fairly clear about who they are.  They know 

themselves.  They know what is important to them and why.  They are capable of making 

decisions and choices and of giving an account of their actions.  Moreover, such self - knowledge 

and integrit y does not close a healthy person to others or to ongoing learning and exploration.  In 

reality, such self - knowledge makes further growth and exploration possible.  An apt analogy 

might be spelunkers, those who enjoy exploring underground caves and caverns .  Before 

descending into the dark bowels of the earth, spelunkers tie to themselves a rope that is attached 

to a fixed point outside the cave.  In a wonderful paradox, the fixed point allows the spelunker to 

explore!  

 

Likewise, when individuals are reason ably clear about who they are and are at peace with 

themselves, other things become possible.  They are free to welcome the stranger and to be open 

to continuing growth and learning.  é congregations are much the same, in this respect, as 

people.  Being cl ear about our identity and purpose, our core convictions, and where our rope is 

tethered enables vital life.  

Anthony Robinson  

in the Introduction to  

Whatôs Theology Got To Do With It? 

 

 

échurches that are interested in attracting new worshippers are discovering the need to be out 

front and clear about who they are, what they believe, and how they practically go about being 

the body of Christ in the world.  Increasingly, congregations that are moving to the discipleship 

model are spelling out their biblical  and theological positions.  

 

Such statements of belief are foundational.  They define the local congregation...   The visitor or 

first - time worshipper can, at a glance, understand where the congregation stands, where its focus 

is, how it lives our common f aith.  Thus visitors can understand up front whether the church fits 

with their own understanding and spiritualityé 

 

A congregationôs statement of beliefs is a public acknowledgement of itôs theological, biblical, and 

practical focus.  St. Paul may have be en able to be ñall things to all peopleò  but our churches 

cannot.  Biblical and theological integrity demands that we make our positions clear.   Those for 

whom whom they are not satisfactory will most likely be better served ï and serve better ï 

elsewher e.  

 

In a membership -driven congregation, maintaining membership is of the first importance.  In a 

discipleship congregation, spiritual growth, service, and the well -being of the community of faith 

as a whole and all those who worship there are of the first  importance.  Sometimes the best thing 

we can do to empower individuals and families to meet their own spiritual needs and find venues 

for meaningful service is to refer them to another church where the biblical, theological, or 

practical focus might be mo re in line with their needs at the time.  

Michael W. Foss  

Power Surge: Six Marks of Discipleship for a Changing Church  
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Like a lover who spends all his time thinking of his distant love,  
God has been thinking of me since before I was born, for all eterni ty.   

ð Ernesto Cardenal   
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  

 

            The twelve days of Christmas end on January 6, which marks the beginning of the season 

of Epiphany  in the Christian calendar.   ñEpiphany ò means ñmanifestation, disclosure, or 

revelation.ò  Traditionally, January 6 is celebrated as the day the wise men arrived to visit Jesus, 

marking the revelation of the new order for the whole world.   As the light continues to grow with 

each passing day in this time of the year, we are asked to reflect up on ways that the Spirit is 

revealing new truths and new light in our own lives.   What possibilities are being disclosed to us 

and made manifest in these days?  

  

            This year, our church is embarking on a journey to explore further some of the shar ed 

understandings that have come through the Holy Conversations process.   Since the season of 

Epiphany  asks us to explore further the revelation of God, this process is also a way for God to 

become revealed and manifested in ever -deepening ways for us as i ndividuals and as a 

congregation.  

  

            As we explore our first shared understanding, ñwe know ourselves to be children of a 

loving God, and that God is the Centering Point in our lives,ò we may find ourselves challenged to 

see how this is or is no t manifest in the daily living of our lives.    

  

            In the season of Epiphany , the lectionary texts always include scriptures that tell us of 

the baptism of Jesus.   In many traditions, a renewal of our baptismal vows takes place in this 

season.   Just as Jesus heard Godôs words, ñYou are my beloved son, in whom I delight,ò as he 

rose out of the waters of his baptism, we are also asked to take in anew these words of God to 

us, for we have been baptized into Christôs body as part of the community of the church.   Thus, 

we affirm that we are children of a loving God.  

  

            What would it mean if each of us truly took into our hearts those words of affirmation, as 

well as shared them with one another here at the church?   Would you see yourself and others 

with different eyes?   Would your actions reflect this understanding of Godôs love that is always a 

resource, a refuge and strength, a present help in trouble, for each of us and for our community?  

  

            May God bless and enlighten us with an  ever -growing light in our Epiphany  explorations 

of Godôs love, that we may all rejoice as children of a loving God upon whom we can be centered 

and in whom we are grounded, ready to love and serve one another as we have first been loved 

and served.  

  

            -- Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate  
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The  CENTERING POINT for January  
 

Join your Ministry Team and the Congregation  
in considering together  

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  
We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

 

 We know ourselves to be children of a loving Godé   
éand that God is the Centering Point for our lives. 
 

We love because God first loved us.   

--  I John 4:19  

Like a lover who spends all his time thinking of his distant lov e,  

God has been thinking of me since before I was born, for all eternity.  

ð Ernesto Cardenal   

 

1.  Where and how have you experienced Godôs love for you in the past days and weeks? 

 

2.  The first question we may ask when we enter the world is ñWho am I?ò  We may  spend the 

rest of our lives finding answers to that question.  Think a moment about the words you 

would use to describe yourself and who you are.  I am é   I am é   I am é  .  Where 

would ñI am a child of a loving Godò occur on that list for you? 

 

3.  Think a bout our life together as a group.   Where do you see God at work in our group?  

How close to or fa r from the center of our work  together might God be found?  

 

4.  If God were more truly ñthe Centering Pointò in  our life  together as a group and in  our 

work  toget her, what might that look like?  How might we move from ñhereò to ñthere?ò 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(A suggestion:   You might open with one of the Opening Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.  Read together the statement above ( We know ourselves to beé) and allow a few moments for 
it to sink in.  Then use one or more of the questions above  (depending on the time you have and the number 

of times you meet during the month) to explore its significance for you personally and for your group.  You 
could  talk together as a whole group, or break into pairs or triads for discussion.  You might close by 
collecting Joys and Concerns, if thatôs your usual group practice (--  if itôs not, you might consider adding it --
) and finish with one of the Closing Prayer s included or a prayer offered by a group member.)  
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PRAYER S FOR OPENING ---  
 
O God, you have searched us and known us,  

 be the light in our discerning,  

 be the wings of our imagining,  

 be the worker of our wonder,  

 be the breathe of our conversation,  

 be the ground of our journey,  

 now and forever.   

Amen  

 
 

 
 
 

 

PRAYER S FOR CLOSING ---  
 

 

Night Prayer  
From the New Zealand Prayer Book,  
 

Lord,  

it is night.  

The night is for stillness.  

Let us be still in the presence of God.  
 

It is night after a long day.  

What has been done has been done;  

what has not been done has not been done;  

let it be.  
 

The night is dark.  

Let our fears of the darkness of the world  

and of our own lives  

rest in you.  

 

The Prayer of Jesus   (a paraphrase, by Jim Cotter, 1988)  
 

Eterna l Spirit,  

Earth -maker, Pain -bearer, Life -giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be,  

Father and Mother of us all,  

Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the  world!  

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our  hope and come on earth.  

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  

In times of temptation and  test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us.  

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  

now and forever.   Amen  

from The Wild Geese  
Wendell Berry  

 

Geese appear high over us,  

Pass, and the sky closes.  Abandon,  

As in love or sle ep, holds  

Them to their way, clear  

In the ancient faith: what we need  

Is here.  And we pray, not  

For new earth or heaven, but to be  

Quiet in heart, and in eye,  

Clear.  What we need is here.  Amen  

 

 

 

The night is quiet.  

Let the quietness of your peace en fold us,  

all dear to us,  

and all who have no peace.  
 

The night heralds the dawn.  

Let us look expectantly to a new day.  

new joys,  new possibilities.  

In your name we pray.    
 

Amen  
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CENTERING POINT WORSHIP  
( First Sunday after Epiphany ï January 13 , 2008 )  

 
We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, 

We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We know ourselves to be children of a loving God,,,  

éand that God is the Centering Point for our lives.  
 

 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  

   In the presence of a God whose word has call ed the stars into being,  

  We stand in awe.  

 In the presence of a God whose arms have held children,  

 whose eyes have sparkled with laughter,  

  We stand in trust .  

 In the presence of a God whose breathe has stirred within us  

 and caused our hearts to stir with love,  

  We stand in need.  

 Before You, Giver of Life, we come in faith,  

 in search of love and truth and wholeness.  

  Be with us, hear us, we pray,  

  as we come together in worship and praise.  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You                                  NCH 4              
  

GATHERING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (in unison )  

O God, we come to you now as a child to her Mother,  

from out in the cold that numbs into the warm who cares.  

Listen to us inside, under our words, where the shivering is ï 

in the fears that freeze our living,  

in the angers that chafe our attending,  

in the events that shrivel our thanking,  

in the pretence that stiffens our loving.  

Listen to us, Lord, and hold us warm, and forgive us.  

Soften our experiences into wisdom, o ur pride into acceptance,  

our longing into trust and love,  

that, softened by the silence, surrounded by the light,  

and open to the mystery, we may be found by wholeness,  

upheld by the unfathomable, entranced by the simple,  

and filled with the joy that is you.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, sayingé 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our sins as we for give those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  

 

CHILDRENôS STORY 

  FOCUS:  You are Godôs child and God loves you.  One way God loves us is throug h all o f the 

  people in our lives who love us and take care of us.  One place we learn and remember that 

  is when we are baptized.  There never was a time when God didnôt love you and there  
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  never will be a time ï no matter what happens in your life or  no matter what you do ï when 

  God will stop loving you. Children are invited to repeat  phrases and declare them to the  

  congregation:  

   ñI am Godôs child and God loves me!ò 

   ñYou are Godôs child and God loves you!ò 

   ñWe are Godôs children and God loves us!ò 

    

HYMN                                     Jesus Loves Me                              NCH 327  

 

SCRIPTURE            Matthew 3:13 -17                
  

 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 

 prevented him, saying, ñI need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?ò But Jesus 

 answered him, ñLet it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.ò 

 Then he consented.  
 

 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

 were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

 And a voice from heaven said, ñThis is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.ò 

 

SERMON 

    

A LITANY OF AFFIRMATION AND CONNECTION  

 We live in a world that is continually trying to define us, to tell us who we are,   

 what we need to do, or to have, or to be in order to be acceptable and accepted.    

 How can we know who we really are, what our true  value is, where our true   

 Center lies?  You have this ñgood newsò to affirm for yourself --   

 --  You are Godôs precious child, named and claimed by a loving God.   

  I am the beloved child of a loving God.  
    

 There are people around us in the world who  are wondering and wandering,  

 confused and hurting, looking for a Center that will hold in the often -stormy ebb   

 and flow of life, questioning who they really are.  We have this ñgood newsò we   

 can share with others because weôve experienced it for ourselves --   

 ï-  ñYou are Godôs precious child, named and claimed by a loving God.ò 

  You are the  beloved child of a loving God.  
    

 Whe n we are struggling to do what is right, facing temptation , making hard   

 decisions, w e know that we are a part of this  faith community, which   

 encourages, supports, upholds, and loves us as we remind each other who we   

 are and whose we are.  We have this ñgood newsò to celebrate together --   

 --  We are Godôs precious child ren , named and claimed by a loving God.  

  We are beloved children of a loving God.  
    

 Remember --  you are a precious child of God, named and claimed  by God.    

 Because you know you are loved, you are freed to love others.  And together we   

 can be about the work of God, loving and serving the worl d, confronting and   

 challenging those powers which harm, hurt and marginalize  others.  

   

  O God, our Loving Creator ï   

  Make us as water in a dry and thirsty world.    

  Make our congregation a place of refreshment for all.   

  Root us and  establish us in love so that,  

  together and with all your people, we may follow you.   

  Fill us with your Spirit, that our lives may overflow  

            in service and compassion, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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 It is the season of Epiphany!   Arise, s hine for your light has come!    

 In the Spirit of Jesus Christ,  beloved child of God,  

 the light of the world and the light of our lives. Amen.  

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE    My God, Accept My Heart This Day                      NCH 352  

(verses 1 and 4)  

 

    My God, accept my heart this day and make it always yours,  

    That I from you no more may stray as long as life endures.  

 

    Let every thought and work and word be given, O God, to you.  

    In life and death, may I be stirred your purpose to pursue.  

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                Thereôs a Spirit in the Air                                NCH 294  
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These things I have spoken to you,  
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.   

ð John 15:14  

  

 

 

 

 

 

God Invites Us On 

A Journey 

of Faith 
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  

  

            As we ponder our centering point for February, may we be aware that our Lenten journey 

begins this year on February 6, Ash Wednesday , and takes us through the next six weeks, 

culminating in Holy Week  and then Easter  on M arch 23.   This centering point refers to our 

spiritual life as a journey that God is calling us to take.   Perhaps this year, our Lenten journey can 

represent for us a ñsurrender to Godôs grace and loveða path of surrender that leads to joy!ò 

  

            ñNot so fast!ò we may say.  While our soul may understand the joy of surrendering to 

Godôs grace and love, our egos may be more convinced they must earn their way and be found 

worthy.   Surrendering to Godôs grace and love asks us to give up our self-justif ications and 

fundamentally changes us and our orientation to the world.   As W. H. Auden  so eloquently put it,  

             

            ñWe would rather be ruined than changed.  

             We would rather die in our dread  

             Than climb the cros s of the moment,  

             And let our illusions die.ò 

  

            What illusions are we being asked to surrender as we walk the sacred journey of Lent ?  

Jesus is our leader as he moves through the forty days in the wilderness (on which our 40 days of  

Lent  is based.)   There he is confronted by the evil one with the temptations of the ego:   

omnipotence, omniscience, and immortality.   Each one of us must face these temptations for 

ourselves, since we also are tempted to claim these as our own.   Our worth iness at times seems 

to depend upon it!  

  

            But Jesus shows us otherwise.   He takes another path and says a resounding ñNo!ò to 

each of these temptations.   And in so doing he says ñYes!ò to God, surrendering to Godôs grace 

and love, which gives h im the gift of these three things in his life with God eternally.   Thus he has 

access to the joy from which nothing can separate him:   the joy of life in God, a life to which we 

are all invited to share with Jesus.   Our share of omnipotence, omniscience, a nd immortality are 

given to our souls as gifts ðbut not as our egoôs earnings.   

  

            Thus we have the joy of being grounded in the reality of God.   Our illusions have been 

faced, and we are no longer afraid of losing these things, but have surrend ered the egoôs desires 

and are released so our souls can be truly joined to God by grace and love.  

  

             A New Yearôs day discussion by several of us who happen to spend a lot of time in 

churches as well as pondering theological ideas included ask ing ourselves what one word would 

sum up the whole gospel.   What a challenging (and some may say rather futile) question!   Some 

of our favorites were: ñloveò, ñgraceò, ñand hopeò.  In the end, the one that it was felt most 

captured the gospel was the word,  ñjoyò.  What do you think?   Is the gospel a source of joy for 

you this season, even as we journey together on our own road to Jerusalem?   And beyond?    

  

            May God give us courage, strength, hope and faith that we may ultimately surrender to 

joy , always that underlying joy that is Godôs gift, shoring us up through the worst life may do to 

us.   Thanks be to God who is our source of true joy!  

  

            -- Rev Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate  
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The  CENTERING POIN T for February  
 

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  
We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 
 

 We believe that God calls each of us, from the youngest among us to the 

oldest, inviting us on a journeyé 
éthat the Christian journey is one of surrender to Godôs grace and love and that 

the path of surrender leads to joy.  

 These things I have spoken to you,  

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.   

ð John 15:14   

We have God's joy in our blood.  

ð Frederick Buechner   

 
 

 

1.  Have you ever experienced what might be a ñcallò from God --  a tap on the shoulder, a 

message in the night, a sudden urge or inclination, a need that you couldnôt look away 

from and walk around?  What did you do in response?  

 

2.  The second question we may ask when we come into the world is, ñWhat am I here for, 

what am I supposed to do, what is my life all about?ò  What is your current ñworking 

answerò to that question ï understanding that the answer is always  a ñwork in progressò? 

 

3.  If our group is being called  to ñjourneyò with God, in what direction  do you think that 

journey might be leading us?   Where are we presently located?  

 

4.  As a group, when and where do we  experience ñjoyò in our work together?   What does it 

mean for us as a group to ñsurrender to Godôs grace and love ò?  Might we modify the way 

we work together to be able to make that surrender more possible?    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(A suggestion:   You might open with one of the Opening Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.  Read together the stat ement above ( We believe that God calls each of us é) and allow a few 
moments for it to sink in.  Then use one or more of the questions above  (depending on the time you have 
and the number of times you meet during the month) to explore its significance for you personally and for 
your group.  You could talk together as a whole group, or break into pairs or triads for discussion.  You 
might close by collecting Joys and Concerns, if thatôs your usual group practice (--  if itôs not, you might 
consider adding it -- ) and finish with one of the Closing Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 

member. )  
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:   

 
The Summer Day  

  Mary Oliver  

 

Who made the worl d? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear?  

Who made the grasshopper?  

This grasshopper, I mean --  

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,  

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,   

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down --  

who i s gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes.  

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face.  

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.  

I don't know exactly what a prayer is.  

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down  

into the grass, how to kneel in the grass,  

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,  

which is what I have been doing all day.  

Tell me, what else should I have done?  

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?  

Tell me, what is it you pl an to do  

With your one wild and precious life?  

 

 

God Speaks to Each of Us   

Rainer Maria Rilke   

  

God speaks to each of us as he makes us,  

then walks with us silently out of the night.  

These are  the words we dimly hear:  

You, sent out beyond your recall,  

go  to the limits of your longing.  

Embody me.  

  

Flare up like flame  

and make big shadows I can move in.  

  

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror.  

Just keep going.   No feeling is final.  

Don't let yourself lose me.  

  

Nearby is the country they call li fe.  

You will know it by its seriousness . 

  

Give me your hand.  

 

óYou would not seek Me if you did not  already possess M eô --  Pascal  

The Thread  
Denise Levertov  

 

Something is very gently,  

invisibly, silently,  

pulling at me  -  a thread  

or net of threads  

finer than cobweb and as  

elastic. I haven't tried  

the strength of it. No barbed hook  

pierced and tore me. Was it  

not long ago this thread  

began to draw me? Or  

way back? Was I  

born with its knot about my  

neck, a bridle? Not fear  

but a stirring  

of wonder makes me  

catch my breath when I feel  

the tug of it when I thought  

it had loosened itself and gone.  

 

Meaning does not come to us in  

finished form, ready -made;  

it must be found, created,  

received, constructed.  

We grow our way toward it.  

ð Ann Bedford Ulanov  

http://plagiarist.com/poetry/poets/134/
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CENTERING POINT WORSHIP  
(First Sunday in Lent ï February 10, 2008)  

 
We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, 

We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We believe that God calls each of us, from the youngest among us to the 

oldest, inviting us on a journeyé 
éthat the Christian journey is one of surrender to Godôs grace and love 

 and that the path of surrender leads to joy.  
 

 

THE CALL T O WORSHIP  

   From the wanderings of our lives, we have come to gather here  

 as the season of Lent begins.  

  We come bringing life with us, to this time and place.  

  We gather as pilgrims on a journey of faith.  

  We come seeking the awareness of Godôs presence as we travel on.  

 We follow Christ, who says, ñTake up your cross.ò 

  We follow Christ, who bids us come and die.  

 We follow Christ, who summons us to new  life.  

  The summons and the promise shine like a star before us  

  and give us strength for the j ourney.  Let us worship God!!   
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer                           NCH 18              
  

GATHERING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (in unison )  

Eternal God, from the beginning of time  

you have called your children to find pur pose for their lives  

in their connection to you.   

Yet  we confess that we have not always responded to your call .   

You have invited us on a journey into new life,  

yet we have closed our eyes and ears and hearts against that invitation.   

You have shown us  the way of love,  

yet we have too often chosen the path of uncaring.   

You have called us to a life of surrender and of trust,  

yet often we find ourselves tempted to turn away from your voice.   

We have chosen to live more by our fears than by our faith,  

to be weighed down by our failings rather than rejoicing  

that you have named and claimed us for yourself.   

Enter our lives, God, once again.   

Release us from the bonds of self - centeredness.   

Create in us a renewed openness to your love.  

Restore us to  the joy of knowing you,  

and of recognizing your presence among us,  

through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, sayingé 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this d ay our daily bread,  

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  
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CHILDRENôS STORY 

 FOCUS:   When we go on  a t rip ï or journey ï we pack our suitcases to make sure we 

have everything that weôll need.  This church is on a journey together as we come to know God 

and to follow where God is leading us.  What do we need to go on a journey?  --  a map to  show 

us the way,  food to eat, because you get hungry when youôre traveling!!, people to go with us, 

because itôs more fun when you have friends to travel with. Letôs see what we have in our 

backpack for our Journey ï Bible (a map to show us where weôre going), a plate and cup 

(Communion /Worship  ï food for the journey), a church d irectory (the people who are on the 

journey with us ï our traveling companions)  

 

HYMN  We Are Climbing Jacobôs Ladder NCH 500  
 

SCRIPTURE              Matthew 4:1 -11                                  

                   

   Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted  

   forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to  

   him, ñIf you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.ò But he  

   answered, ñIt is written, óOne does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 

   the mouth of God.ôò Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of  

   the tem ple, saying to him, ñIf you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

   óHe will command his angels concerning you,ô and óOn their hands they will bear you up, so that 

   you will not dash your foot against a stone.ôò Jesus said to him , ñAgain it is written, óDo not put 

   the Lord your God to the test.ôò Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed  

   him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, ñAll these I will give 

   you, if you will f all down and worship me.ò Jesus said to him, ñAway with you, Satan! for it is 

   written, óWorship the Lord your God, and serve only him.ôò Then the devil left him,  

   and  angels came and waited on him.  

 

SERMON 

 

A LITANY OF AFFIRMATION AND CONNECTION  

    Our lives are a journey, and the road goes on before us.  

        Itôs a road that begins  with our birth,  

        winding  its way through broad and sunny meadows  

and leading toward distant mountains,  

        crossing  placid rivers and snaking through d ark and shadowy canyons.  

As we journey we welcome other travelers.  

       Together we  share our lives,  

       our experiences, our hopes , and fears.  

       We learn from each other.  

       We are at home with each other.  

   We celebrate the Spiritôs presence in the journey, in finding joy, in being home.  

        For the bread that sustain s us on our journey   

        and for the guides and  companions  who walk with us,  

        we offer thanks and praise  to  God .   

   Inhabit our hearts, God of our journey.   

        As we travel on through temptation and obedience,   

  betrayal and  commitment,  doubt and assurance, sorrow and joy,  
       keep us mindful that we do not walk alone:  

       That you are Presence in our midst:  

       That you walk beside us and dan ce ahead of us into the future.  

   Be here among us with all of your wisdom, all of your power,  

   all of your mercy, all of your love,  

      tha t we might learn to be like God from our God who came to be like us.   

      Holy are you  and  Holy are we who  are one with you forever.  Amen  
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MUSICAL RESPONSE  Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                      NCH 459     

(Verses 2 and 3)  

   Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come,  

   come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely  home.  

   Jesus sought me when a stranger,  wandering from the fold of God,  

   came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood.  

 

   O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew.  

   Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering hear t to you.  

   Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love Iôve known. 

   Hereôs my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   Before Your Cross, O Jesus                       NCH 19 1 
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By studying the ways of Jesus, we need not wonder what God would 
have us do because we can endeavor simply to  

do what Jesus did.  
--  Anthony Robinson  
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  

  

 Our centering point for March reminds us that we experience God in Jesus Christ ðñGod 

with usòðwho uniquely reveals God to us, showing us what human life full centered in God looks 

like.   Lent  and Holy Week  give us a particularly important window into the life of Jesus, in which 

we see Jesus continuously living out a core sense of intimac y with God and a dependence upon 

Godôs voice.  He lives out a simple trust in God and the deep vulnerability that goes with it.   He 

chooses to stand with struggling humanity and never uses power to stand over it.   He is one with 

us, demonstrated in his way s of compassion, tenderness, and acting in love through hope.   He 

lives on the side of creativity and life and not on the side of hatred, fear, violence, and 

negativity.   His ministry is founded on this core sense of living life completely in intimacy with  

God, secure in his relationship with God.    

              

 Jesus shows us that this intimacy with God is never a use of power to be exempt from pain 

or to control others.   Instead it is to allow us to be released to serve and embrace others.   To 

experienc e Jesus is to enter the mystery of the complete and unconditional love of God for us 

also.   As we follow Jesus, we understand our day - to -day dependence on God and realize a more 

complete trust in God who is, who was in our beginnings, and who will be when all of our human 

striving has ceased.   Thus we are freed to release the illusions like self - justification that would 

keep us separated from God and from reality itself.    

  

            In the upper room on Maundy Thursday of Holy Week , we hear again the ne w 

commandment of Jesus, that we love one another.   We discover again the good news that we are 

beloved of God, beginning to live out this reality in humility and welcoming that fact that the 

others with whom I share this planet are also beloved.  

  

            But perhaps the most challenging mystery we see in the life of Jesus is when he enters 

into the silence of death through which he is transformed into resurrection hope.   Good Friday  

shows us how Jesus calls us to let go of all the ways we have planned  to save ourselves.   Cultural 

expectations that were going to save us are unmasked for what they really are:   distractions 

keeping us from discovering God who reorients our paths and lead us to our true home, freed 

from the tyranny of a false self that is based on fear.    

            ñThe light of Love rises from the shadows of our broken dreams, 

             The fire of Hope is kindled in the ashes of our unspeakable loss.ò 

  

            Easter  shows us Jesus transformed into resurrection hope.   Jesus show s us how to let 

God be God, and to let go of the ways we try to control the outcome of ou r spiritual lives.   Our  

complete dependence upon Godôs loving and life-giving force is what Easter  is all about.   

Eastertide is the season in which we carry silently i n our hearts the knowledge that this Jesus, the 

Risen One with the pierced hands, has kept us company in the worst that can befall humankind, 

and has shown us the way to a hope the world cannot destroy, the way into the very heart of 

God, in which we can f ind our true peace, healing, and hope.    

  

            May Jesus himself be our leader as we walk through Lent , through our own valley of the 

shadow, for he will show us what human life centered in God truly is!   For this let our thanks be 

to God!  

            -- Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate  
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The  CENTERING POINT for March  

 
Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 

 
We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  

We trusté, We rejoiceé 
 
 We experience God in  Jesus Christ --  ñGod With Usò é   

é who uniquely reveals God to us, showing us what human life fully centered in 
God looks like.  

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  

and we have seen his glory  é full of grace and truth .  

--  John 1:14  

Imagine! Not a king, or wild  

   avenging warrior, but (my God!) a child ...  

 -- Steven Shoemaker  

 

 

 

1.  What are your favorite stories about Jesus?  

 

2.  If Jesus is , as Marcus Borg says*,  ñwhat can be seen of God embodied in a human life,ò 

then his life could be  the ultimate  illustration  of ñChristian valuesò ï what are the  values 

that he incarnates ?  Which of these seem the most difficult for you, personally, to live out 

yourself?  Why?   

 

3.  If Jesus shows us what God is like, might becoming better acquainted with Jesus help you  

to become more aware of Godôs presence in the everyday details of your life?  How might 

you become better acquainted with Jesus?      

 

4.  The myth of our time might be that we are supposed to be indep endent, autonomous 

individuals , but, in  reality , most people  long to be part of a  greater story and a larger 

community . What do you think someone looking at our faith community sees embodied in 

the ways we worship, serve, celebrate , govern ourselves ï even advertise ourselves?  How 

can WE  more fully incarnate ówhat human life fully centered in God looks likeô? 

 
* in The Heart of Christianity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(A suggestion:   You might open with one of the Opening Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.  Read together the statement above ( We experience God in Jesus Christ  é) and  allow a few 

moments for it to sink in.  Then use one or more of the questions above  (depending on the time you have 
and the number of times you meet during the month) to explore its significance for you personally and for 
your group.  You could talk toget her as a whole group, or break into pairs or triads for discussion.  You 
might close by collecting Joys and Concerns, if thatôs your usual group practice (--  if itôs not, you might 
consider adding it - ) and finish with one of the Closing Prayers included o r a prayer offered by a group 
member. )  
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCE S:  

 

When He Came  

Dorothee Soelle  

 

I donôt as they put it believe in god 

but to him I cannot say no hard as I try  

take a look at him in the garden  

when his friends ran out on him  

his face wet with fear  

and with the spit of his enemies  

him I have to believe  

 

Him I canôt bear to abandon 

to the great disregard for life  

to the monotonous passing of millions of years  

to the moronic rhythm of work leisure and work  

to the boredom we fail to dispel  

in cars in beds in stores  

 

Thatôs how it is they say what do you want  

uncertain and not uncritically  

I subscribe to the other hypothesi s  

which is his story  

Thatôs not how it is he said for god is 

and he staked his life on this claim.  

 

Thinking about it I find  

one canôt let him pay alone 

for his hypothesis  

so I believe hi m about  

god  

the way one believes anotherôs  

laughter  

his tears  

or marriage or no for an answer  

thatôs how youôll learn 

to believe him about life  

promised to all.  

 

By observing the way Jesus responded to 

those who were cast off by life, we can 

understand Godôs special care for the 

outcast.  By hearing about the ways Jesus 

healed the sick, we can discover that our 

God is the k ind of God who can put together 

the broken pieces of our lives.  By observing 

the ways Jesus forgave the very ones who 

rejected and betrayed him, we can realize 

how far God will go to embrace us with 

forgiveness.  By studying the ways of Jesus, 

we need not  wonder what God would have 

us do because we can endeavor simply to do 

what Jesus did.  

Anthony Robinson  

Whatôs Theology Got To Do With It? 

 
Jesus challenges us  

to look into our hearts,  

to examine the way we are neighbor,  

to overcome our prejudices,  

to put an end to division,  

to stretch our generosity,  

to overcome our fear of the mystery,  

to see God present in our everyday loving,  

and to make the "reign" of love visible  

throughout the world.  

Through Jesus  

we believe we are all  

"sons and daughters" of one God . 

We believe the same Spirit of God  

that came to visibility on Jesus  

yearns for visible expression in us.  

Michael Morwood  

Praying a New Story  

 
Jesus knew well the transitoriness of life, his 

own being caught up in a maze of 

uncertainty from the moment he was born 

and his parents took flight out of Bethlehem for fear of their child's safety, to the anticipation of 

his death at an early age. He had no visible means of income and did not know from night to 

night where he would lay his head to sleep. In respon se to their fo llowing him, he offered his 

disc iples little in the way of security but much in the way of risk, é  He understood perhaps more 

than anyone alive that living entails loss, watching the things we cherish slip away, but at the 

same time provides  an extraordinary stage for us to act out our love for one another.  

Erik Kobell  

What Jesus Meant: The Beautitudes and a Meaningful Life  
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CENTERING POINT WORSHIP  
(Fifth Sunday in Lent ï March 9, 2008)  

 
We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, 

We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We experience God in Jesus Christ ï ñGod With Usò ... 

é who uniquely reveals God to us, showing us what human life fully centered in 
God looks like.  

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 130)  

   Out of the depths of our lives we cry to yo u, O God!  

  O God, hear our voices!  

   If you should keep a record of our sins , how could anyone stand before you ? 

     But in you we find forgiveness  and opportunities for new beginnings.  

 With all of our hearts we are waiting for you --  we trust your pro mises.     
  We wait for the Lord more eagerly than those who watch  

  for the first light of morning  

 For with  Godôs arrival comes love, with  Godôs arrival comes generous redemption.  

  People of God , p ut your hope in the Lord  

     because God is loving  an d able to save.  

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                           NCH 43
               

GATHERING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (in unison )  

We give you thanks, God of our brother Jesus, and our God,  

for you speak to us i n ways that often surprise us.  

You uncover truths that we had kept hidden from ourselves  

and support us in tasks we fear to undertake alone.  

We give thanks for your invitation  

to growth and intimacy and fullness of life,  

and for the comfort you extend in o ur often uphill struggle to be faithful.  

We give thanks for Jesus Christ, that in his life we have more than a glimpse of who 

you are and what you intend for our lives.  

O God, we confess that we are people who lose our way at times.  

Our footsteps falter, o ur eyes turn away,  

and we are preoccupied with our own needs and concerns  

We trust in your grace to create new life within us.  

We trust in your love to bind us together as a family of faith.  

We offer our prayers to you now in the words that Jesus taught us  é. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, bu t deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  
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CHILDRENôS STORY 

    FOCUS:   We can know something about a person by the stories that people tell us about 

them, even if we have never actually met the person ours elves.  Tell me some of your favorite 

stories about Jesus.  What do you think  that these stories tell us about the kind of person Jesus 

was and about what was important to him?  

 

HYMN       I Love To tell The Story                 NCH 522  

 

SCRIPTURE              John 1:1 -5, 10 -14, 16 -18                            

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. He was in the world, and 

the world came into being through him; yet the world did not k now him. He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man , but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a fatherôs only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness 

we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; gr ace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 

to the Fatherôs heart, who has made him known.  

 

SERMON IN STORIES  

ñSIGHTINGSò 
Luke 2:8 -14, Matthew 2:7 -12, Matthew 8:1 -4, Mark 10:33 -37,  

John 5:1 -13,  John 8:1 -11, Luke 19:1 -10  
 

 HYMN:   We Would See Jesus  (verse 1)          PH 152  

  We would see Jesus; lo! his star is shining  

  above the stable where the angels sing;  

  there in the manger on the hay reclining;  

  haste, let us lay our gifts before the Kin g.  
 

   A Shepherdôs Wife  

   A Woman from Bethlehem  
 

  We would see Jesus, Maryôs son most holy, (verse 2)  

  light of the village life from day to day;  

  shining revealed through every task most lowly,  

  the Christ of God, the life, the truth, the way.  
 

    A Leper  

    A Child  
 

  We would see Jesus on the mountain teaching,  (verse 3)  

  with all the listening people gathered round;  

  while birds and flowers and sky above are preaching  

  the blessedness which simple trust has found.   
  

   The Cripple at th e Pool  

   The Woman Caught in Adultery  
  

  We would see Jesus, in his work of healing, (verse 4)  

  at eventide before the sun was set;  

  divine and human, in his deep revealing  
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  of God made flesh, in healing service met.  
 

    Zacchaeus  
 

MOMENT OF SILENT  REFLECTION 

 

A LITANY OF AFFIRMATION AND CONNECTION  
      Itôs a paradox!  Jesus, the man of Nazareth, is Immanuel ï ñGod with us.ò 

      One who was born into a family, learned a trade, laughed and cried, got tired and  

      hungry, grew angry and discour aged, an unwelcome child, a refugee and wayfarer  

      ï is a picture of what God is really like!  
  

 Right side of sanctuary:  Look at the birds  

     Consider the lilies  

     Drink ye all of it  

 Left side of sanctuary:  Ask  

     Seek  

     Knock  

     Enter b y the narrow gate  
      

      Itôs a paradox!  Jesus, the man of Nazareth, is a human being.  

      One who loved the unlovable, touched the untouchable, forgave the unforgivable,  

      was befriended by the weak, despised by the strong, loved by the least  

      ï is a picture of what human life fully centered in God is meant to be!  
  

 Right side:  Do not be anxious  

   Judge not; do not give dogs  

 what is holy  

 Left side:  Go; be it done for you  

   Do not be afraid  

   Maiden, arise  

   Young man, I say, ari se     

 

      Itôs a paradox!  In spite of all of our doubts, in spite of all of our failings, in spite of 

      our  real, human limitations, in spite of the way the pressures of the world and our  

      own  choices have twisted us into something almost unre cognizable  

      ï we can  become who we really are and who weôre meant to be!    
  

 Right side:  Stretch out your hand  

   Stand up; be still  

   Rise, let us be going . . .  

 Left Side:  Love  

   Forgive  

   Remember me  
      

      Like Jesus, our prayers and our  actions can be rooted in love, the love of God that  

      sets us  free to be vulnerable, and to care, and to live.  We can have the freedom to  

      serve others  and to affirm ourselves in the face of all that we know of our lives.  

      Jesus, the man of  Nazareth is what we, too, can be!  
(adapted in part from ñImperativesò from Mysteries of the Incarnation ,  

            by Kathleen Norris)   

MUSICAL RESPONSE    

  We would see Jesus, in the early morning, (v erse 5)  

  still as of old heôs calling, ñFollow me!ò 

  Let us arise, all meaner service scorning;  

       Lord, we are thine, we give ourselves to thee.   

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN          O Savior, Let Me Walk with You   NCH 503    
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ñSIGHTINGSò 
Luke 2:8 -14, Matthew 2:7 -12, Matthew 8:1 -4, Mark 10:33 -37,  

John 5:1 -13,  John 8:1 -11, Luke 19:1 -10  
 

SIGHTINGS SCRIPTS  
March 9, 2008  

 
 
 
 
(1) A Shepherdôs Wife (Luke 2:8- 14)  
 

My Jacob never said much about it.  

He was often out nights.  Thatôs what happens if youôre a shepherd. 

Thatôs the life: nights, days, and poor pay. 

And you  miss a lot of what goes on in the village.  

We heard about what happened, of course:  

 the angels and the baby and all that.  

But he never spoke about it much.  

We noticed the difference, though.  

It was the way he looked at people.  

Now he looks at them straig ht, whoever they are.  

Rabbis, priests, soldiers . 

None of this looking at the ground and shuffling out of the way now.  

As my sister said: he looks like a man whoôs got his pride back 
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(2) A Woman from Bethlehem (Matthew 2:7 -12)  
 

It still hurts when I thin k about it.   

Even now, when I hear a horse galloping, I feel frightened.  

They came at dawn: a few on horses and the rest marching,  

 spreading out through the village.  

I can hear the shouting now, and the screaming and swearing.  

Worst of all was the cryi ng of the children.  

It was the kingôs order, apparently. 

They were to kill all the children.  And they did.  

Someone said he hoped that the child Herod was after  

 would come back one day for revenge.  

But we donôt need revenge. 

What good would that do?  

We donôt need another king. 

Not unless heôs a king who lives with the likes of us. 

Not unless he knows what it is like to feel so tired he could drop;  

 and to go to bed hungry.  

Not unless he can heal people rather than bleed them.  

Not unless he has a real way of making peace.  

Not unless he is willing to die for his people  

 and not just rule over them.  

Do you think weôll ever see a king like that? 
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(3) A Leper (Matthew 8:1 -  4)  
 

You should have seen the priestôs face when I arrived at his door. 

This was the prie st who had confirmed the diagnosis,  

the priest who had sent me from the sanctuary never to return,  

 asking God to have mercy on my soul é 

the kind of thing youôd say to a criminal on the way to the gallows. 

You see, when you get leprosy, you donôt belong any more é 

you donôt belong to your family and you donôt belong to the Church. 

And here I was é back five  years later, presenting myself as cured.  

He didnôt know what to say. 

He didnôt know which book to look for or which page to turn to. 

He had only been t aught how to sent lepers away ceremoniously.  

He had never learned how to receive them back.  

It took a long while é not only to find the book. 

It took a long while for him to come within a foot --  

  within three feet --  of me.  

But after heôd done all the tests .. everything the book said ..  

 then he asked, ñHow is this possible?ò 

I said, ñItôs possible because in a world where everybody,  

 including the Church,  

 has kept back and avoided me,  

 somebody é one man é touched me. 

No, he didnôt just touch me, 

he e mbraced me as if I were the brother heôd always wanted to find.ò 

The priest didnôt ask his name. 

It was as if he knew,  

and as if he were disappointed  

 that what religion turned away from, God embraced.  
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(4) A Child (Mark 10:33 - 37)  
 

I hesitated when he ca lled me ï 

I had watched the men shouting at each other,  

 wondering what it was that made them so angry.  

And then heôd come and sat down on the roadside  

 and theyôd all gone quiet. 

He looked at them sadly, as if theyôd hurt him somehow, 

And then he raised his face and his eyes met mine,  

 and he smiled.  

He held out his hand and called me to him.  

He looked kind, but I was afraid.  

They were all watching meé I wasnôt sure what to do. 

I ran to him where he sat on the ground  

 and put my hand on his shoulder.  

I c ould feel his pain ï he needed me then --  

 and I could feel his love, too.  

After a minute he turned me round to face them  

 and he spoke to them ï 

 something about ñwelcomeò and ñchildrenò ï 

and they looked at him and looked ashamed.  

Then he talked to me, found out my name,  

 made me laugh, made me feel loved.  

Then he gave me a hug and told me to go home --   

 and I never saw him again.  
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( 5) The Cripple at the Pool (John 5:1 - 13)  
 

The thing to know about me is that I had no idea who he was.  

I got polio when I was about six  

 and there was nothing that could be done.  

So, when I was twelve, my father took me to the pool.  

There was this thing about the water in the pool moving,  

 stirred by an angel, maybe,  

 and first one in afterwards got cured.  

Listen, Iôve lain there for 38 years  --  and there were no cures.  

I suppose you might say I got comfortable there.  

People put money in my hat ï 

 it wasnôt the best existence, but there were worse. 

And then up comes this total stranger ï 

 he didnôt ask me who I was or tell me his name.  

He just said, ñDo you want to get better?ò 

I didnôt like his question --  it threatened me.  

To get better would mean walking and working  

 and putting pennies in other  peopleôs hats. 

You know, I nearly said, ñLeave me alone.ò 

But there was somet hing in his directness,  

 something in the way he cut across forty years of apathyé. 

 so I said yes.  

And ever since then, Iôve been standing on my own feet é 

 in more ways than one.  

But I didnôt know him. 

And when the big -wigs began to ask questions  about w ho cured me,  

 I couldnôt give them a name. 

All I could say was, ñThe man who asks disturbing questions.ò 
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(6) The Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1 -11)  

 

I wasnôt ill. 

Oh, there were rumors.  

I was supposed to have been with half the men in the village.  

I was rumored to be the cause of two women  

 giving birth to deaf children.  

I had quite a reputation ï some small part of it deserved,  

 but most of it built out of suspicion and gossip and spite.  

I had put up with this for ten years, and I had never retalia ted.  

Then, and I donôt know why, I allowed myself to be swept off my feet  

 by a married man who said his wife didnôt understand him. 

I had no idea that his wife was watching every move.  

They chose their time well, eight, nine, ten men of her family,  

 who wanted to have their fantasies confirmed.  

They called me all the vile names they could think of.  

They dragged me by the hair through the streets,  

 into the public square.  

Old men prodded me with their sticks.  

Young men trampled on my fingers.  

Women spat.  

At six oôclock they were going to stone me. 

At ten to six, he knelt down beside me é 

 and, whatever he said, they disappeared,  

and , when he said, ñI forgive you,ò  

I knew that I was healed,  

 even though I had never been sick.  
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(7) Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1 - 10)  
 

Iôm a civil servant ï or used to be, until just a few days ago.  

Not the most popular of professions.  

Nobody really understands tax collectors.  

They seem to think weôre on the side of the Romans ï 

 traitors against our own people ï 

when all along I was onl y doing my job,  

 and doing it as well as I could.  

Iôd been hearing stories about a man from Nazareth whoôs been going  

around Galilee  and some of the other territories, too.  

They were saying all sorts of things about him ï  

 that he was drawing crowds wh erever he went;  

 that he was healing people who had been ill for years;  

 that he was talking about God and telling stories  

  that made your faith come alive in a new way;  

 that he seemed to treat people wit h respect ï even to love them  

  not because of who they were,  

  but because of what they were,  

  just because they were also children of God.  

And that he was ruffling the feathers of the authorities,  

 wh o were getting really uncomfortable about his popularity.  

They said he had a really motley crew of  close followers ï 

 even the odd tax collector!  

Last week in Jericho the crowds started gathering early.  

There were people shoulder to shoulder all along the streets.  

I wondered how on earth I was going to manage to see him ï  

 and the sycamore tree was so  handy.  

And when Jesus came past, he stopped under my tree.  

Some of the people with him tried to hurry him on,  
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 as if they knew I was paid by the Romans  

 and he shouldnôt be wasting time on the likes of me. 

But he looked straight up at me and talked to me . 

It was as if he saw right into my heart.  

He said he wanted to come and visit my house ï to stay with us.  

Since then my life has been turned upside down.  

I canôt say I understand even the smallest part of whatôs happening. 

Thereôs a new restlessness and urgency about life.  

But thereôs also this deep inner peace. 

It was something he said about finding life by giving it a way,  

 and the sense of belonging together:  

 thereôs a kind of openness, a reaching out, a generosity. 

Itôs so hard to describe how just being with him  

 makes such a difference.  

I got a feeling Iôve never had before, 

 that I was close to God and God was close to me.  

For now I just want to saw that I have no idea what lies ahead for me  

 --  or for Jesus.  

Iôm so excited and surprised by what has happened.  

My life has been changed forever.  

Iôm aware of so many wonderful possibilities ï 

 not only for me, but somehow for so much more than that.  

Itôs as if there is something new, something really big,  

 opening up all around.  

The world is changing , the world will change ï  

 and I really wonder what will happen next.  
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. . . Holiness, real holiness, the kind Jesus presents,  

is not about chains and checklists, but hunger.   

And longing.   

Finding ourselves desperate for meaning, for purpose,  

 for something bigger a nd richer . . .  

Wishing to wipe down the slates of our pasts,  

clean up our acts, start over again.   

To live this time for something  

higher and wider and deeper.   

More wild.  More dangerous.   

More destructive and creative.   

More holy.  

--  Joy Jordan -Lake  
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  

  We are in the season of Eastertide, the fifty days between Easter  and Pentecost .   Our 

centering point for April asks us to say ñYesò to Christôs call to follow him.  When we follow Jesus, 

we are called into a community of r eciprocal care and mutual love.   It leads us back to the scene 

of foot washing in that upper room, where Jesus demonstrates the mutual service of loving one 

another with utter disregard for human rank and status.   Those called to live the new life of 

Easte rtide are not an inward - looking mutual admiration society, but a place in which we give 

ourselves to one another in love, realizing we are accepted and loved by God so much that we 

can set aside our own concerns to allow anotherôs needs to take center stage from time to time in 

an interdependent offering of service, one to another.  

  

            One of my favorite CDôs is a collection of spirituals sung by a group called Chanticleer.  

One of the spirituals poignantly sings out:  

We will walk with each other through the valley  

Through the valley of the shadow of death.  

And if Jesus himself will be our leader,  

We will wa lk through the valley in peace.  

  

            During this time of Eastertide, we are to remember that we have been freed of fear and 

live withi n the liberating mystery of Christôs risen life.  Death itself is not to be our stumbling 

block.   We are to begin to understand how there is no aspect of our life so numb, so pained, or so 

dead that Jesus cannot come to us in that very place to lead us bac k to life itself, if we follow 

him.   As we contemplate this mystery, we come to understand there is no place Christ will not go, 

no lengths to which his love will not reach, to free us from our lostness, alienation, forsakenness, 

loneliness, or pain.   For wherever we find ourselves to be, Jesus himself will come to stand by us 

and reassure us with his amazing grace and love, having entered into hell itself in his death to 

open those gates and free us to live lives of love and compassion for each other.  

  

            The new community formed by Easter  tells us God takes the broken fragments of our 

lives and uses them to create a new world based on the Creatorôs inclusive loving embrace of the 

whole human family.   This new community is not so much an instituti on or an organization.   As 

we at First Church Winchester have been exploring for the past several years, this new 

community of discipleship is grounded in the common experience of our intimacy with God found 

in Christ.   It is the household of all who abide  in him, gathered around his stories and his way of 

being with and for others.   Sometimes we find ourselves with the most unlikely people in this new 

life, this new family formed around the risen Christ.   We are amazed at who we are asked to see 

as our bro thers and sisters, our friends and companions on the way.  

             

 But it is our rootedness in God, our groundedness in Godôs utter grace, which releases us 

from our self - justifications and our illusion that we have earned or can ever earn such an 

un conditional loving embrace from our Creator.   It opens us to new life, which we had never 

expected.   In this new life, we are invited to experience our vulnerabilities as strengths, our 

perceived losses as gains, our loving one another as the only thing th at makes sense any more in 

this understanding of life renewed and restored, after the world has done the worst it can do to 

us.   Released from burdens of perfectionism and earned grace, we have been made ready to sing 

together anew, ñ And theyôll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, Ye s, t heyôll know we 

are Christians by our love.ò  Alleluia!  

             -- Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate  
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The CENTERING POINT for April   
 

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 
 

We kn owé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  
We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 
 

Every pupil, when he has completed his tra ining, will be like his teacher.  

 --  Luke 6:40 (Today's English Version)  

Living the Sermon on the Mount is something that must be redone fresh e very day.  

There's nothing cheap about that kind of discipleship.   It will cost you the rest of your life.  

--  Howard Culbertson  

 

 

 We believe that Christ calls us to follow him , to be his disciples é 

é and we seek to say ñyesò to Christôs callé 
é to find ou r lives by giving them away in compassionate service to Jesus in the 

world and in the people around us.  
 

 

1.  Who has been a significant leader/teacher in your life, someone for whom you have been a 

ñdisciple?ò  Who has been your  ñdiscipleò? 

 

2.  Has there been an  experience in your own life when you were aware of consciously and 

intentionally saying ñyesò to the call of Jesus to follow him?  Have there been times when 

youôve been aware of a more on-going, day -by -day, attempt to be a disciple?  

 

3.  If Jesus was the lea der of our group ï if, as we work together, Jesus was the person at 

whose fee t we sat ï how might our work  together be affected?  

 

4.  Do we want to  more consistently recognize and rely on Jesus as our leader?  What 

changes might need to be made in the way we w ork together, in our understanding of our 

mission and our goals, etc?  How do we feel about those potential changes?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
(A suggestion:   You might open with one of the Opening Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.  Read togethe r the statement above ( We believe that Christ calls us é) and allow a few 
moments for it to sink in.  Then use one or more of the questions above (depending on the time you have 
and the number of times you meet during the month) to explore its significance  for you personally and for 
your group.  You could talk together as a whole group, or break into pairs or triads for discussion.  You 

might close by collecting Joys and Concerns, if thatôs your usual group practice ( --  if itôs not, you might 
consider addi ng it -- ) and finish with one of the Closing Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.)  



 - 42 - 

Being a disciple or apprentice of Jesus is a 

definite and obvious kind of thing. To make 

a mystery of it is to misunderstand ité.  A 

disciple or apprentice is simply someone who 

has decided to be with another person, 

under appropriate conditions, in order to 

become capable of doing what that person  

does or to become what that person is.  

 

How does this apply to discipleship to Jesus? 

What is it, exactly, that he, the incarnate 

Lord, does? What, if you wish, is he "good 

at"? The answer is found in the Gospels: he 

lives in the kingdom of God, and he ap plies 

that kingdom for the good of others and 

even makes it possible for them to enter it 

themselves. é It is what he calls us to by 

saying, ñFollow m e.ò  

 

é And as a disciple of Jesus I am with him, 

by choice and by grace, learning from him 

how to live in  the kingdom of God é I am not 

necessarily learning to do everything he did, 

but I am learning how to do everything I do 

in the manner in which he did all that he 

didé.  I am learning from Jesus how to lead 

my life, my whole life, my real  life.  

 

There are é things we can do that will help 

us toward discipleship to Jesus --  But the 

final step in becoming a disciple is decision. 

We become a life student of Jesus by 

deciding. é It will not just happen. We do 

not drift into discipleship.  é in the last 

analysis w e fail to be disciples only because 

we do not decide to be. We do not intend to 

be disciples. It is the power of the decision 

and the intention over our life that is 

missing.    --  Dallas Willard  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The most revolutionary part of Jesus' teaching 

was that a good inner disposition ð a good 

heart ð is m ore important than following codes 

for correct external behavior. It's as simple as 

that, yet the literal -minded and the orthodox sticklers for form keep missing it. Where is this 

God's kingdom of yours, they keep asking him. What is it like? When it is co ming? How should we 

behave to get in? Give us some rules.  And he keeps telling them, it's here, it's all around you but 

you haven't recognized it, it's inside you, it's spread all over this earth, and the only rules you 

need worry about are loving God wit h your whole heart and loving one another as I have loved 

you.             Gail Godwin  

Heart: A Personal Journey Through Its Myths and Meanings  

Only In Our Doing  

Rainer Maria Rilke   

 

Only  in our doing ca n we grasp you.  

Only with our hands can we illumine you.  

The mind is but a visitor:  

it thinks us out of our world.  

 

Each mind fabricates itself.  

We sense its limits, for we have made them.  

And just when we would flee them, you come  

and make of yourself a n offering.  

 

I donôt want to think a place for you. 

Speak to me from everywhere.  

Your Gospel can be comprehended  

without looking for its source.  

 

When I go toward you  

it is with my life.  

 

 

. . Holiness, real holiness, the kind Jesus 

presents, is not about chains and checkl ists , 

but hunger.  And longing.  Finding ourselves 

desperate for meaning, for purpose, for 

something bigger and richer and beyond the 

tawdry this -world that we let define us.  

Wishing to wipe down the slates of our pasts, 

clean up our acts, start over agai n.  To live 

this time for something higher and wider and 

deeper.  More wild.  More dangerous.  More 

destructive and creative.  More holy.  

 Joy Jordan -Lake  

Why Jesus Makes Me Nervous: Ten 

Alarming Words of Faith  
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___________________________________________________________  
 

 
CENTERING POINT WORSHIP  

(Third Sunday of Easter ï April 6, 2008)  
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, 
We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We believe that Christ calls us to follow him , to be his disciples é 

and we seek to say ñyesò to Christôs callé 
é to find our lives by giving them away in compassionate  service to Jesus in the 

world and in the people around us.  
 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP   

   Gather us in, the lost and the lonely,  

   the broken and breaking, the tired and the aching,  

   who long for the nourishment found at your feast.  

         Gather us in,  

   the done and the doubting, the wishing, the wondering,  

   the puzzled, the pondering,  

   who long for the company found at your feast.  

         Gather us in,  

   the proud and pretentious, the sure and superior,  

   the never inferior,  

   who long for the  leveling found at your feast.  

         Gather us in,  

   the bright and the bustling, the stirrers, the shakers,  

   the kind laughter -makers,  

   who long for the deeper joys found at your feast.  

         Gather us in,  

   from corner or limelight, from mans ion or gapsite,  

   from fears and obsession, from tears and depression,  

   from untold excesses, from treasured successes,  

   to meet, to eat; to be given a seat,  

   to be joined to the vine, to be offered new wine,  

   to become like the least, to be fed a t the feast.  

         All:  Gather us in!  

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN         Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                    NCH 347                

  

GATHERING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (in unison )  

Gracious and Gathering God, you have called us to follow you,  

to be disciples of Jesus, who is your Word and your Way,  

and we long to do so faithfully.  

Our sanctuary was built to resemble the cross,  

but we know that it does no good for buildings to do so, if lives do not.  

Gather us in, teach us what it means to say ñyesò to your call,  

and send us out carrying your gifts to the world.  

We ask these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, sayingé  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in hea ven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
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And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  
 
 

CHILDRENôS STORY 

 FOCUS:   Talk about Communion as the family meal we are all invited to, because weôre a part 

of Godôs family.  There are different ways to be a part of Communion and these different ways all 

remind us of different things we know about God.  Sometimes we stay in o ur seats and the bread 

and the juice are brought to us.  That reminds us of the story Jesus told about the lost lamb who 

had wandered away from the shepherd and how the shepherd went out and searched for him, 

went to where he was, found him , and brought hi m home.  Sometimes we leave our seats, like 

weôre going to do this morning, and go to where the bread and the juice are waiting for us.  That 

reminds us of the story Jesus told about the lost son ï the prodigal son ï and how the father who 

loved him very m uch waited and waited for him to finally realize how lost he was and to come 

home.   
 

HYMN                    Let Us Break Bread Together  NCH 330                                   

 

SCRIPTURE           John 1:35 -46                                    
 

35The n ext day John [the Baptist] again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ñLook, here is the Lamb of God!ò  
 
37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw 

them f ollowing, he said to them, ñWhat are you looking for?ò They said to him, ñRabbiò (which 

translated means Teacher), ñwhere are you staying?ò 39He said to them, ñCome and see.ò They 

came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It w as about four 

oôclock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 

Simon Peterôs brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ñWe have found the 

Messiahò (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought S imon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, ñYou are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephasò (which is translated Peter).  
 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ñFollow me.ò 44Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida,  the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

ñWe have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 

Joseph from Nazareth.ò 46Nathanael said to him, ñCan anything good come out of Nazareth?ò 

Philip said to him, ñCome and see.ò         

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORDôS SUPPER 

     Communion Meditation     

     Prayer of Thanksgiving  

  Words of Institution  

  Invitation to Communion             Come And See                                  Billy Crockett  

                                                                                       Milton Brasher -Cunningham  
If there was a place that felt like home, would you go there?  

If there was a chance that you could know love, would you try?  
If there was a dream  that would come true, would you fall asleep?  

If there was someone to dry your tears, would you cry?  
 

Come and see ï come and see.  
Take and eat ï come and see.  

 

If there was a voice that would call your name, would you answer?  
If there was a friend who wou ld never leave, would you stay?  

If there was a heart that would break for you, would you fall in love?  
If there was someone listening, would you pray?  

 

Come and see ï come and see.  
Take and eat ï come and see.  
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When youôre weary of pretending, you think youôve seen enough, 
When your labor is unending, little one look up from where you are ï 

thereôs a place for you within Godôs heart. 
 

Come and see ï come and see.  

Take and eat ï come and see.  

      

     Sharing of the Bread and Cup  

(This morning Communion wi ll be served at stations around the sanctuary.   

We invite you to go to the serving station nearest you and receive Communion  

by ñintinction,ò dipping a piece of bread into the cup of juice.   

You may eat the bread immediately or carry it back to your sea t and eat.)  

 

A LITANY OF AFFIRMATION AND CONNECTION   

          We give you thanks, God of abundant life, for bread and friendship and hope.      

    With these gifts of your grace we are nourished.   

    With these signs of your presence,  

   we are able to be faithful to your call.     

 Continue then to nourish us, inspire us, call us;  

    Be stro ng in us. Purify our intentions.  

    Deepen our commitment,   

    that we might learn ever more clearly  

               what it means to follow where you lead  

   and  that we might help to make your Reign  

             more of a reality in our day.   Amen.  
  

RECESSIONAL HYMN                  Take My Life and Let It Be                             PH 404    
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You are destined to fly, but that cocoon  has to go.   

ð Nelle Morton  
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SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT  
 

 

 Our May Centering Point asks us to explore the power of the transforming love of Christ in 

our lives.  May 11 marks the beginning of the season of Pentecost in our church calendar.  

Sometimes Pentecost, which begins fifty days after Easter, is know as the ñbirthday of the 

churchò, marking the coming of the Holy Spirit to each of the believers gathered on that day in 

Jerusalem.  Symbolizing the tongues of flame settled upon each person, we wear red on 

Pentecost to celebrate the reality that each of us is also a part of the revelation of God.  We are 

to remember and remind each other of our very beings as gifts from God, carrying the breath of 

the Holy Spirit within us, manifesting Godôs creative power and love in the world.   

  

 This may seem a daunting idea for many of us.  Some of us have been all too aware of our 

own shortcomings and misgivings; the shadows that at times seem to consume the light within 

us.  Some of us have been filled with vengeance and hatred, guilt and shame, anxiety and fear.  

How could the Holy Spirit dwell within this ñearthen vesselò that I find myself to be?  

  

 Cornell West, African American scholar, reminds us, ñTrue maturity consists in coming to 

terms with th e underside of life.ò  As we mature as Christians, we understand more fully that 

wherever light shines, a shadow is cast.  In our embodiment, we discover that God can work 

through the most unlikely situations, experiences, and realities to bring forth poss ibilities of 

renewal, love and hope.  It is for us to ñlet go and let God.ò  To bring our full presence of shadow 

and light into the presence of God is to let God love us into a new way of being.  As we begin to 

understand the possibility of the Holy Spiri tôs power in our lives and the lives of all others, we 

come in faith to see that there is no length to which the love of the Holy Spirit through the 

resurrected Christ will not go to free us from our places of lostness, loneliness, pain or alienation.  

  

 The fire that symbolizes the Holy Spirit is a purifying and refining fire.  We are called to 

step into this fire of the Holy Spirit to let it burn away all that is not love, that we may be freed to 

live with compassion, reconciliation, healing, and peace i n our hearts.  

   

 Transforming love makes it possible for us to do a new thing, while grounded in the reality 

of who we are.  Philip Larkinôs poem, ñThe Treesò, helps us ponder this message as we welcome 

spring:  

  

  The trees are coming into leaf  

  Like so mething almost being said  

  The recent buds relax and spread  

  Their greenness is a kind of grief.  

  

  Is it that they are born again  

  And we grow old?  No, they die too.  

  Their yearly trick of looking new  

  Is written down in rings of grain.  

  

  Yet sti ll the unresting castles thresh  

  In full -grown thickness every May  

  Last year is dead, they seem to say.  

  Begin afresh, afresh, afresh.  

  

 May this season of Pentecost offer us opportunities to move with and through the fire of 

the Holy Spirit.  May Go d give us the courage to step forward in faith, trusting that this power will 

set us free to love one another, God and ourselves in new, creative, and life - renewing ways.   

  

 -- Rev. Dr. Ken Orth, Pastoral Counseling and Spiritual Direction Affiliate  
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The  CENTERING POINT for May   
 

Our SHARED UNDERSTANDINGS é. 
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, We seeké,  
We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 
 We know that we canôt do this on our owné 
é that we are precious and loved AND that we continually fall short of what we are 

called to be , as individuals and as a community . 
so w e trust in the transforming power of Christôs love for usé 

é accepting us, forgiving us, at times confronting and challenging us, healing us 
and making us whole.  
 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a ne w creation:  

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  

--  II Corinthians 5:17  

You are destined to fly, but that cocoon has to go.  

ð Nelle Morton  

 

1.  Although we may make all kinds of New Yearôs resolutions, often the thought of change 

can be scary and difficult.  What are the easiest things in your life to think about 

changing?  What are the hardest changes for you to consider making?  

 

2.  Leonard Cohen has written a song that goes ñRing the bells that still can ring, forget your 

perfect  off ering ï there is a crack in everything.  Thatôs how the light gets in!ò  Can you 

think of  a transformative experience  ï whether joyful or painful ï youôve had, one you 

came out of feeling like a different person?   

 

3.  Transformation means it is possible to do  a ñnew thing. ò What ñnew thingò would you like 

to see us welcome into our life together as a congregation ? 

 

4.  A Korean master has said,  ñTogether -action is like washing potatoes. When people wash 

potatoes in Korea, instead of washing them one at a time, the y put them all in a tub full of 

water. Then someone puts a stick in the tub and pushes it up and down, up and down. 

This makes the potatoes rub against each other; as they bump into each other, the hard 

crusty dirt falls off. If you wash potatoes one at a time, it takes a long time to clean each 

one, and only one potato gets clean at a time. If they are all together, the potatoes clean 

each other. ò   What experience, practice, or resource has recently deepened or nourished 

your spirit  as part of this faith community ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
( A suggestion:   You might open with one of the Opening Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member.  Read together the statement above ( We know that we canôt do this  on our own  é) and allow 
a few moments for it to sink in.  The n use one or more of the questions above  (depending on the time you 
have and the number of times you meet during the month) to explore its  significance for you personally and 
for your group.  You could talk together as a whole group, or break into pairs or  triads for discussion.  You 

might close by collecting Joys and Concerns, if tha tôs your usual group practice (--  if itôs not, you might 
consider adding it -- ) and finish with one of the Closing Prayers included or a prayer offered by a group 
member. )  
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People need more than simply a new day.  If you say to 

them, ñCome now, today is the first day of the rest of your 

life,ò this doesnôt help.  They may reply, ñYeah, so what, it is 

still me. Nothing has changed!ò  People need more than a 

change of scenery.  A parent may pull a child out of one 

school because of bad relationships to help their child start 

fresh , only to find in but a few months they have found 

worse friends in the new school or new neighborhood.  New 

scenery is not what is needed , but some kind of radical 

internal change.  

 

I remember driving a car with a load of things to go off 

to my first year of college.  I remember thinking, This is 

great.   Iôm going to a new place for a fresh start.  Nobody 

knows me for what I have been; I have a clean slate.  I 

think Iôll go out for basketball.  

 

Now that really seems irrational to me now.  I loved 

basketball, but what made me think I would go out for 

basketball in college when I d idnôt go out for basketball in 

high s chool?  I thought to myself, hereôs a fresh start, I 

could do those  things I regretted not doing before.   There 

was only one problem.  The scenery had changed and I had 

a new opportunity, but I was still the same person with the 

same skills.   

 

I didnôt go out for basketball.    

          Jim Hammond  

 

ADD ITIONAL RESOURCES:  

 

Goodness  

Kathleen Norris  

 

Despite our good deeds,  

the chatter  

of our best intentions,  

our many kindnesses,  

God is at work  

in us, close  

to the bone,  

past the sinews  

of our virtues, to the marrow  

we cannot feel,  

the sudden, helpless tear s 

when we know what we are,  

and can go on.  

 

* * * * * * *  

 

The maturity of Christian 

experience cannot be reached 

in a moment, but is the result 

of the work of God ôs Holy Spirit, 

who, by His energizing and 

transforming power, causes us 

to grow up into Chri st in all 

thingsé The lump of clay, from 

the moment it comes under the 

transforming hand of the potter, is, during each day and each hour of the process, just what 

the potter wants it to be at that hour or on that day, and therefore pleases him. But it is very 

far from being matured into the vessel he intends in the future to make it.  

 

     The little babe may be all that a babe could be, or ought to be, and may therefore perfectly 

please its mother, and yet it is very far from being what that mother would wish it to be when 

the years of maturity shall come.   The apple in June is a perfect apple for June. It is the best 

apple that June can produce. But it is very different from the apple in October, which is a 

perfected apple é 

 

     All that we claim then in  this life of sanctification is, that by a step of faith we put ourselves 

into the hands of the Lord, for Him to work in us all the good pleasure of His will; and that by a 

continuous exercise of faith we keep ourselves there. This is our part in the matte r. And when 

we do it, and while we do it, we are, in the Scripture sense, truly pleasing to God, although it 

may require years of training and discipline to mature us into a vessel that shall be in all 

respects to His honor, and fitted to every good work.  

 

     Our part is the trusting, it is His to accomplish the results.  

Hannah Whitehall Smith (19 th  C. Quaker)  
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CENTERING POINT WORSHIP  

(Trinity Sunday ï May 18, 2008)  
 

We knowé, We believeé, We experienceé, 
We seeké, We trusté, We rejoiceé 

 

We know that we canôt do this on our owné 

é that we are precious and loved AND that we continually fall short of what we are 
called to be, as individuals and as a community.  
so we trust in the transforming power of Christôs love for usé 

é accepting us, forgiving us, at times confronting and challenging us, healing us 
and making us whole.  

 

 

THE GATHERING CALL  

 Leader:   Look around you friends, look around you!  

   Who is the person sitting next to you?  

 

 Voice 1:  The person next to me is the greatest miracle, the greates t mystery  

   I will ever meet ï at this moment a live example of THE WORD -MADE-FLESH,  

   of Godôs continuing presence in the world,  

   of Godôs continuing ñcomingò into our midst. 

 

 Voice 2:  The person next to me is an inexhaustible resource of possibili ties ï 

   and only some of those resources have been tapped.  

 

 Voice 3:  The person next to m e is a unique universe  of experience,  

   is a combination of needs and possibilities,  

     dreads and desires,  

     smiles and frowns,  

     laughter and tears,  

     fears and hopes.  

   all struggling to find expression.  

 

 Voice 4:  The person next to me ï is bursting to become someone special  

     --  to arrive at some destination  

     --  to have their story known.  

 

 Voice 5:  The person next to me ï has problems and fears  

     --  wonders ñHow am I doing?ò 

     --  is often undecided and unorganized,  

    and painfully close to chaos;  

   but is endowed  with a great toughness in the face of trouble,  

   able to survive the most unbelievable difficulties.  

 

 Voice 6:  But the  person next to me can never be fully understood.  

   They are more than any description or explanation.  

   For the person next to me is a mysteryé 

   as the word made flesh is mystery and dwells among us.  

 

 Leader:  So, friends, look around you, for God is here.  

   Let us celebrate!  

     

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN              In the Bulb There Is a Flower                      NCH 433  
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GATHERING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER (in unison)  

O God of first beginnings and new beginnings,  

as your Spirit moved over the face of t he deep on the first day of creation,  

move with us now toward a new creation, toward what really matter s,  

but can only be measured in bread shared and swords become plowshares,  

in live s healed and minds liberated, in songs sung and justice done,  

in compass ion  in the night and joy in the morning,  

in love t hrough all seasons and great gladness of heart,  

in all people coming together and a kingdom coming in glory,  

in your name being praised and we, your people, becoming an alleluia.  

Be with us now as we seek t o hear your call to new life  

       and to respond  with our whole selves.  

We ask these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, sayingé  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  

 

CHILDRENôS STORY 

 FOCUS:  Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar , by Eric Carle.  Talk about how a caterpillar grows 

from an egg into a butterfly.  Did the caterpillar know from the beginning he what he was going 

to become?  Was he happy as a caterpillar and maybe didnôt want to go into that cocoon?  We 

donôt know  what caterpillars think, but we do know that God has wonderful plans for our lives 

just as God has plans for caterpillars.  God plans on helping us grow into something beautiful.  

 

HYMN            For The Beauty of the Ear th  (verses 1 thru 4)         NCH 28  

 

SCRIPTURE                     II Corinthians 5:16 -21  

     
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in C hrist God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So 

we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 

behalf of Chris t, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

 

SERMON 

 

A LITANY OF AFFIRMATION AND CONNECTION  

     I f anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has  passed away;  

      see, everything has become new! . 

 A new mind, a new will, a new judgment, new affections,  

  new motives, new purposes and plans.  

     With new life in Christ  come s new friends, new conversation, new habits,  

      new schedules, and new daily routines.  

 New joys, new sorrows, new hopes, new fears,  

  a new rule of action. a new way of life .   

     I f anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: new faith, new attitudes, new desires,  
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      a new  commitment to truth,  new pride,  new  pr iorities.  and new love and compassion.  

       In short everything changes!  

     But i t is not we who do the changing, nor is it we who demand change in others.    

 Christ is the change agent, He is the Creator, and He is the re - Creator.  

   We trust that, s o  long as we are ñin Christ,ò the changes will be made, 

    they will go on being made, and they will always be for the good.  

We come together, Lord, to share with you our eagerness and our unease  

 about this something different we would be or do:  

      w e listen for your leading to help us separate the light from the darkness  

      in the change we seek to shape and which is shaping us.  

 And in the midst of transformation, one reality remains:  You have  loved us, lov e us now,  

       and will love us alwa ys.  This is the good news that brings us new life.   Amen  

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE       Lord, I Want To Be A Christian               NCH 454  
  

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart.  

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.  

In m y heart, in my h eart,  

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.  
 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart é 
 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart é 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN           This Is a Day of New Beginnings                 NCH 417                 
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THE GATHERING CA LL 
 

(Leader is at the lectern ï six ñVoicesò have come to sit on a bench together in the transept, with 

their backs to the gathering congregation, as if they, too, are coming into the sanctuary  

for morning worship.)  

 
 Leader:   Look around you friends, lo ok around you!  

   Who is the person sitting next to you?  
 

 Voice 1:  The person next to me is the greatest miracle, the greatest mystery  
   I will ever meet ï at this moment a live example of  

   THE WORD -MADE-FLESH,  
   of Godôs continuing presence in the world,  

   of Godôs continuing ñcomingò into our midst. 
 

 Voice 2:  The person next to me is an inexhaustible resource of possibilities ï 

   and only some of those resources have been tapped.  
 

 Voice 3:  The person next to m e is a unique universe of experien ce,  
   is a combination of needs and possibilities,  

     dreads and desires,  
     smiles and frowns,  

     laughter and tears,  
     fears and hopes.  

   all struggling to find expression.  
 

 Voice 4:  The person next to me ï is bursting to become someone speci al  
     --  to arrive at some destination  

     --  to have their story known.  
 

 Voice 5:  The person next to me ï has problems and fears  

     --  wonders ñHow am I doing?ò 
     --  is often undecided and unorganized,  

    and painfully close to chaos;  
   but i s endowed with a great toughness in the face of trouble,  

   able to survive the most unbelievable difficulties.  
 

 Voice 6:  But the person next to me can never be fully understood.  
   They are more than any description or explanation.  

   For the person next  to me is a mysteryé 
   as the word made flesh is mystery and dwells among us.  

 
 Leader:  So, friends, look around you, for God is here.  

   Let us celebrate!  
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                         With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling  

                                              We shall not cease from exploration  
                                              And the end of all our exploring          

                                              Will be to arrive where we started  
                                              And know the place for the first time. é 

T. S. Eliot  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


