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W
E WELCOME YOU AND YOUR CHILD…

to the exciting task of learning about the Bible and our Christian faith!!  Faith itself is “caught” more than taught.  Children learn to be faithful Christian disciples by being with other faithful Christians of all ages and participating in worshipping, learning, working, playing, and serving together.  

 But there are some foundational experiences and learnings upon which life-long growth in faith can be grounded.  Our Church School Program is built upon a core of foundational building blocks which guide us as we plan our activities and choose our projects for the year.  

F

OUNDATION ONE: Bible Stories
The Bible is central to our faith discussions with children.  The Bible is a record of how other people – children and grownups and families just like ours – have met and come to know God in the past and it can help us all to meet and know God today.


So first, the Bible and a rich Bible-centered curriculum are the base for our Church School program.  We use a variety of Bible-based curriculums in our classes.  The Fifth Grade Is in a transitional period between the church school and the youth program, and their curriculum is called “T’weens in Transition.”  Our youngest learners, the children in the Preschool Threes class, begin learning simple Bible stories, songs, and prayers in our Pray and Play Program.

Each Fall students in the Third Grade are given their own Bibles during a Sunday worship service.  The children receive the NEW REVISED STANDAR VERSION, the most recent translation published, which matches the pew Bibles used in the sanctuary.  Their lessons during the year include activities to help them to learn to use their Bibles and develop Bible Study skills.

F

OUNDATION TWO:  Worship
Congregational worship is at the center of our life together.  Children learn to worship God with their church family just as they learn every other skill, by participating and by practicing what they see others doing.  Learning to worship begins with a “worship moment” – a moment when as child’s feelings of wonder, love, awe, and praise lead to something as spontaneous as a simple prayer phrase, a song, or even a shout of joy  These worship moments are the foundation upon which all worship experiences are built.


Worship flows naturally out of worship moments.  To help our children gradually be able to participate in congregational worship, each classroom lesson plan includes a WORSHIP EXPERIENCE, which usually takes place around a WORSHIP CENTER.  The Worship Center, decorated with the colors and symbols of the CHURCH YEAR – such as purple for Advent or Lent, white for Christmas or Easter, red for Pentecost – is another wonderful tool for teaching the story of the life of Jesus.

The curriculum also follows the church year.  Every Advent and Christmas season the children hear the stories of Jesus’ birth in Church School as well as in worship.  Talking about these seasons in class reinforces the Children’s experiences in the sanctuary.

In addition, older children are encouraged and prepared to participate in congregational worship as WORSHIP LEADERS.  Starting in the Third Grade, children are invited to participate in our ACOLYTE PROGRAM.  Fifth Graders are helped to develop skills in reading out loud from the Bible and other worship materials in preparation for participating in worship as a JUNIOR LITURGIST.

Under the leadership of an excellent music staff, children from the Church School are helped to offer the ministry of music during congregational worship.  The CHERUB CHOIR (Preschool-Grade 2) and the JUNIOR CHOIR (Grades 3-6) regularly present anthems during the morning worship service.  
F

OUNDATION THREE:  Learning To Love And Serve Others

Each year the Church School participates in a variety of MISSION and OUTREACH PROJECTS.  We have made birthday cards for the senior members of our congregation (over 80) and Christmas gifts for church shut-ins.  We have participated in Heifer Project Fairs and collected Thanksgiving Grocery Bags for the Failure To Thrive Clinic at Boston City Hospital.  One year we raised over $5000 to purchase an entire Heifer Project Ark!  We have gone Trick-Or-Treating for UNICEF, served meals at the Dwelling Place, sent teddy bears to Haiti, collected yards and yards of pennies for our Penny Project, had bake sales for the Buddy Dog Animal Shelter, earned money for Helping Hands, a program that trains companion animals for the disabled, and participated in many other hands-on mission activities.
In addition, the offering collected during classroom worship is put into a special Church School Mission Fund.  Children are encouraged to choose a project and set a goal for their class.  Their project might be to collect enough offering money to purchase a special Heifer Project animal or a specific toy for a family shelter.  They might purchase supplies and pack School Kits for a Church World Service Project.  Some classes have come up with some very creative ideas to raise money for their project.

Children are encouraged as they grow older to bring in as their offering money that they themselves have earned or can contribute from their allowance.
F

OUNDATION FOUR:  Christian Community
One of the first comments about the infant church in the first century was, “See how they love one another!”  Children who begin in our Church School as three year olds will move into our Confirmation program having spent eight years together, becoming a family and a Christian community.  Our final goal in our Church School program is to work hard so that children welcomed into our church at no matter what age, learn to accept, to forgive, to value and to respect others, even those very different from themselves, because they themselves are accepted, forgiven, valued and respected as unique children of God and disciples of Jesus within our community. 

In our classrooms and in our congregation, children are important co-workers with youth and adults in growing as disciples of Jesus, building community, and working for the reign of God.  We would love to have you and your children join us as we learn, grow, worship, and serve together.
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